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Introduction:  Open your Bibles tonight to 1 Samuel 20.  The title of tonight’s study is “No Turning Back: A Practical Message on God’s Guidance”.  
When we seek the direction of God for our lives, God promises He will guide us and lead us.  The first call to the Christian from Jesus is to “Follow Me”.  God’s people in the Old Testament knew the direction to go by the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of cloud by night.  God often does not tell us where He is leading us—He simply says “Follow Me”.  That is a hard thing for all of us. To follow the Lord means that we must come to an absolute and total surrender to His control in our lives and over every part of us.  
We all like to control our circumstances.  In my family, we have a saying, “Boring is good!”  We like the nice boring circumstances of life that we ourselves can control.  We all like to live nice doable, humanly understandable lives.  But how often is life really “boring”?  Often God will put us in impossible circumstances and bid us to walk on the water.  He bids us to walk through the Red Seas of this life on dry ground.  It all seems impossible.  How be sure of the direction God is pointing us?  This is a question we are going to answer tonight as we look at 1 Samuel 20.  
Before we begin our study, let’s ask the Lord to help us tonight.  
[Prayer for Guidance]

God promises to guide His children!  “The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way  24 Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand.” (Psalm 37:23-24). Today we are going to see this truth play out in David’s life and in our own lives.
David is coming to the conclusion now that he is no longer safe in the land God has anointed him to one day rule.  David was a frail man of dust, just like you and me.  David had to learn how to trust God to direct him, and that is exactly where we as God’s people find ourselves tonight.  David is on the brink of having to leave everything he loves and knows and flee for his life.  He makes one last plea to his friend Jonathan. 
I. With David we need to seek good counsel.  We read in verse 1a, “And David fled from Naioth in Ramah, and came and said before Jonathan…”
David left Saul still preaching the blessings of God in Ramah with Samuel.  David goes to what is proving to be the most dangerous spot for him on earth, back to Gibeah to speak with his friend Jonathan. Should David leave or should he stay?  Jonathan appears to be the only one in the palace who does not know that Saul is seeking to murder David.  Saul had ordered all the royal family and court to seek David’s life (1 Samuel 19:1).  Saul seems to have painstakingly hidden this from his son.
What should David do?  David knows he will very likely have to flee from all that God had given him.  God had anointed him to be king.  God had given him a wife.  He would have to leave all that he knew.  Which way should he go?  How can he know?  He comes to Jonathan to try and get a good assessment of the situation.  
Application: The church is a Body, and we cannot make decisions on our own.  We must always seek wise and godly counsel.  God blesses the man that shuns the world’s counsel. “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful” (Psalm 1:1).
If we are to seek God we need godly counselors all over the place!  Do you have a friend like Jonathan that you can run to?  Surround yourself with those kinds of friends.  We need to seek out those who have won battles for the Lord and walked with God!  And in seeking good counsel, we also need to see a good conscience.  
II. With David we need to seek a clear conscience. Paul said in Acts 24:16, “And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men.”

Was it something sinful in David that stirred up Saul’s anger?  David wanted to be sure his testimony before all was blameless.  So David asks, in verse 1b “What have I done? what is mine iniquity? and what is my sin before thy father, that he seeketh my life?”  David desires a clear conscience.  He later tells Jonathan, in verse 8, “if there be in me iniquity, slay me thyself; for why shouldest thou bring me to thy father?”  David is ready to humble himself and ask for Saul’s pardon if he had done wrong.  
You can always tell a true believer because they are not offended or over sensitive or self righteous.  David is ready to humble himself and turn from any sin found in him!  This is a key to God’s guidance.
Jonathan could not believe his father would be so enraged against David.  Jonathan had truly been kept in the dark.  This is an honest man who loves and honors God and his father.  He thinks the king murdering his best friend is absurd!  He says to David in verse 2, “God forbid; thou shalt not die: behold, my father will do nothing either great or small, but that he will shew it me: and why should my father hide this thing from me? it is not so.”  Here we have two of the most amazing men in the Bible.  They are here tested.  God did not supernaturally tell Jonathan of anything his father was doing.  Friends, even good and godly ones, can often give wrong advice because no person knows the whole situation.  There is only one infallible counselor!  God alone has the answers to every situation.  Jonathan truly was a man of godly love, for charity first “thinketh no evil” and then “beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things” (1 Corinthians 13:5, 7).  In God’s Law we are to give our parents the honor and respect of the benefit of the doubt unless proven otherwise.  
Regardless of Jonathan’s understanding of the situation, David’s conscience was clear.  
Application:  How can we seek God’s leading if we ourselves are not right with Him?  1 John 3:20, “For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things.”  If our heart and conscience, which are feeble and frail condemn us, how much greater will God’s condemnation be who knows all things?  As the Psalmist says, “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me” (Psalm 66:18).  As Christians, we are called to have a clear conscience.  Christians who do not keep their conscience clean and grieve God’s Spirit will soon have God’s chastening.  David’s power came from a clear conscience.  Those with a clean heart can be confident of God’s guidance!  “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God” (Matthew 5:8).

David sought good counsel and a clean conscience.  
III. Thirdly, he sought a clear understanding of the situation.  David was soon to show Jonathan that his father was indeed seeking to take his life.  He swears before God to Jonathan that it was indeed true—verse 3, “And David sware moreover, and said, Thy father certainly knoweth that I have found grace in thine eyes; and he saith, Let not Jonathan know this, lest he be grieved: but truly as the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, there is but a step between me and death”.  David shows Jonathan the true seriousness of the situation and calls God as his witness.
David is hits the truth right on the head.  He’s a step away from death.  He’s hidden his conspiracy to murder David from his one and only son, Jonathan.  Jonathan is willing to do whatever it takes to get to the bottom of all this and to help David do the Lord’s will!  He says to David in verse 4, “Whatsoever thy soul desireth, I will even do it for thee”.  

How important it is to be wholeheartedly committed to getting all the facts.  Proverbs 18:13 tells us, “He that answereth a matter before he heareth it, it is folly and shame unto him.”
So David lays out a godly plan to see what the Lord’s will is.  And he must wait to see which direction he must go!  
IV. So fourthly, with David, we must be willing to wait on the Lord as we seek his will! 

We find out in verse 5 that the next day was to begin a two day feast, called the “New Moon” feast.  The Jewish calendar was structured around the moon’s orbit.  It is called the “lunar” calendar.  Every beginning of the month the Jews celebrated the new month called the feast of the New Moon.  It not only helped to mark the natural division of time for people but it also called for a renewed devotion and surrender to the Lord each month.  
So we read in verse 5, “David said unto Jonathan, Behold, to morrow is the new moon, and I should not fail to sit with the king at meat”.  Saul’s table in Gibeah was before the public.  He had all of his children sitting with him, and David, as the king’s son-in-law was required to sit with him.
  Normally David would sit at the beginning of each month with the king, but once a year, David says to Jonathan in verse 6, “there is a yearly sacrifice there for all the family”.
  
We read that David was to hide himself for three days.  Sometime during the first day, the plan was for David to go down to Bethlehem with his family for the New Moon Feast.   He would celebrate for two days there and return on the third day in the field at the appointed time and place.
This waiting was a test, to see if Saul still had murder on his mind.  If Saul notices David is gone, Jonathan is to tell him where he is (in Bethlehem).  We see the test in verse 7, “If he say thus, It is well; thy servant shall have peace: but if he be very wroth, then be sure that evil is determined by him.”

A. We are called to wait on God even when we are in the hands of ungodly men and vacillating unpredictable circumstances.  Waiting on the Lord sometimes means waiting on unreasonable people.  You have no idea what men will decide.  All men are unstable to some degree.  

Look at the seriousness of this decision.  If Saul is calm, then David is determined to return to his wife, his home, and his life as he knows it, preparing to be the king of Israel.  If Saul is angry, David will have to forsake all and trust in God, leaving his wife, home, and not having family or familiar surroundings.  
B. Yet our lives are not ultimately in any man’s hand.  Every moment, we are in God’s hands, purchased by the blood of our Lord.  We are assured by our Saviour that “no one can pluck us out of the Father’s hand”.  We are “like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper” (Psalm 1:3).  
Application:  It’s hard to wait on God!  So many times we can get our eyes on people and become bitter or resentful.  We as Christians trust in a God who controls the hearts of fickle and even ungodly human beings in regards to His children.  

· We have an Advocate that is constantly pleading before our Father’s throne.  
· We have legions of angels surrounding us, helping us to do God’s will.  The Bible tells us that angels are “ministering spirits sent forth to minister to those who are heirs of salvation” (Hebrews 1:13-14).
· No matter who’s hands it seems we are in, ultimately we as believers can confidently wait for God’s will to be done because we are in God’s hands! “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28), and God’s purpose is to take every circumstance and form us “to be conformed to the image of his Son” (verse 29).  
C. We are called to wait on God, but He rarely leaves us without a friend in the Lord.  David had a friend in Jonathan that he knew would deal kindly to him.  We read in verse 8a, “Therefore thou shalt deal kindly with thy servant; for thou hast brought thy servant into a covenant of the LORD with thee”.  The word “kindly” is the word hesed in Hebrew.  It literally means loving loyalty or covenant faithfulness.  The closest New Testament word that we have for it is “grace”.  David had a friend who would deal with him as God deals with us.  Jonathan was a reflection of God’s love and grace and faithfulness and loyalty.  Jonathan assures David, “if I knew certainly that evil were determined by my father to come upon thee, then would not I tell it thee?”
So they go out into the field (verse 11) and make a covenant and then devise a signal to determine if David should stay or go, depending on Saul’s answer. 

1. Let’s look at Covenant between Jonathan and David (10-17).  

· The Seriousness of the covenant.  It is made before God.  Verses 12-13: Jonathan calls God to be his witness in verse 12, “O LORD God of Israel” that he will tell David whether or not Saul plans to harm him, and if Jonathan doesn’t keep his word, he says in verse 13 before the Lord, “The LORD do so and much more to Jonathan”.  He asks God to do him harm if he doesn’t come through for David.  Jonathan knows that if his father wants to kill David, then David must live as a fugitive.  He says to David in verse 13b, “if it please my father to do thee evil, then I will shew it thee, and send thee away, that thou mayest go in peace: and the LORD be with thee, as he hath been with my father.”
· The Terms of the Covenant.    
(1) The covenant gave Protection.  When David becomes king, he must give protection to Jonathan, verse 14, “And thou shalt not only while yet I live shew me the kindness of the LORD, that I die not”.  
(2) The covenant gave Preference.  He also must show kindness to Jonathan’s descendents forever, verse 15, “But also thou shalt not cut off thy kindness from my house for ever: no, not when the LORD hath cut off the enemies of David every one from the face of the earth.”  This becomes a very powerful picture of grace when after Saul and David are killed in battle, David seeks out Jonathan’s son, Mephibosheth, to show kindness to him and for him to sit at the king’s table with him as his own son.  
(3) The covenant was to be Perpetual.  David was to stay loyal to Jonathan’s family even after the Lord rid him of all “David’s enemies” (verse 16, “So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying, Let the LORD even require it at the hand of David’s enemies.”
(4) The covenant was Primary between Jonathan and David.  They gave their souls to God and to each other.  We read in verse 17, “And Jonathan caused David to swear again, because he loved him: for he loved him as he loved his own soul.”
2. Let’s look at Secret Signals between Jonathan and David (18-23).  After three days, David was to return to the “stone Ezel” (verse 19b).  What is this stone?  The margin of the Authorized Version reads, “The stone that sheweth the way”.  It seems that they named this stone as the place where they would meet to determine which way the Lord was guiding David.  It is a stone of destiny of sorts!  
David would know his destiny by the sign of three arrows.  In three days David was to be in behind the stone of Ezel and if the Jonathan’s arrows are shot and don’t quite make it to the stone, then David can stay in Gibeah.  If they are shot far beyond the stone, then David knows he must flee and leave all.  Jonathan says in verse 23, no matter what happens we will always keep the covenant and “the LORD be between thee and me for ever.”

So David waits.  We read in verse 24, “So David hid himself in the field”.  We can be reasonably sure that as evening came, he headed toward Bethlehem for the yearly feast with his family.  Oh, the waiting that God calls us to do in doing his will.
Application: David writes in Psalm 27:14, “Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD.”  Why does David say “be of good courage” and ask God to strengthen his heart?  Because it is during the times of waiting and silence that we begin to lose hope in God!  David learned through this experience to enjoy God no matter what is going on in life.

V. Fifthly, we are called to trust God to do His will no matter what.  We have to put whatever matter we are trying to decide in God’s hands!  

We find out that the day dawns and the New Moon Feast comes and David’s seat is empty.  Jonathan, Abner, Merab and her husband were there.  Michal was there.  But Michal’s husband was no where to be found (verse 25).  Saul thought David had to be ceremonial unclean, and could not come (verse 26).  The second day of the feast arrives, and Saul wants to know what is up?  Verse 27, “Saul said unto Jonathan his son, Wherefore cometh not the son of Jesse to meat, neither yesterday, nor to day?”

Jonathan tells him David’s in Bethlehem (verse 28-29).  What happens next is part of God’s will for our lives.  Often unreasonable unthinking selfish people are part of God’s plan for our life.  

· Verse 30, Saul curses Jonathan and even his mother: “Then Saul’s anger was kindled against Jonathan, and he said unto him, Thou son of the perverse rebellious woman, do not I know that thou hast chosen the son of Jesse to thine own confusion, and unto the confusion of thy mother’s nakedness?”  
· Verse 31a, Saul obsesses over the kingdom of this earth.  He is blind to the kingdom of God, “For as long as the son of Jesse liveth upon the ground, thou shalt not be established, nor thy kingdom.”
· He asks Jonathan to bring David for execution, verse 31b, “Wherefore now send and fetch him unto me, for he shall surely die.” 
· When Jonathan refuses because David is blameless (verse 32), Saul attempts to murder his own son! Verse 33a, “And Saul cast a javelin at him to smite him”.  Finally Jonathan was convinced of his father’s plan against David, verse 33b, “whereby Jonathan knew that it was determined of his father to slay David”.  
· It was a feast day, but Jonathan fasted.  Verse 34, “So Jonathan arose from the table in fierce anger, and did eat no meat the second day of the month: for he was grieved for David, because his father had done [DAVID] shame.”  Jonathan was grieved about David, not himself.  What a contrast.
So we are called as David to 

· Seek good counsel
· To have a clear conscience
· To seek a clear understanding of our situation
· We need to be willing to wait on the Lord 

· And after all that, we must to trust God for the results

VI. Finally we see the results (verses 35-42).  In the morning of the third day, David is waiting at that stone of destiny, the stone Ezel.  Jonathan is there with his arrows and the young boy to fetch the arrows.  

Picture the scene with me.  Jonathan says to the boy in verse 36, “Run, find out now the arrows which I shoot.”  David is behind the rock of destiny.  Perhaps he sees the boy running.  Will the boy pass him?  What will happen?  

This is where we need to leave it with God!  The Lord is my shepherd!  He will never leave me nor forsake me!  

So what happens?  Verse 36b, “And as the lad ran, he shot an arrow beyond him.”

Now David knew God’s will completely. The boy got the arrows and brought them back to the palace.  Verse 40, “And Jonathan gave his artillery unto his lad, and said unto him, Go, carry them to the city.”

David knew this would be the last time he would see his friend Jonathan.  The gravity of the moment is seen so clearly in these closing verses.  Look at verse 41, “And as soon as the lad was gone, David arose out of a place toward the south, and fell on his face to the ground, and bowed himself three times: and they kissed one another, and wept one with another, until David exceeded.”  David was weeping uncontrollably.  And verse 42, “Jonathan said to David, Go in peace, forasmuch as we have sworn both of us in the name of the LORD, saying, The LORD be between me and thee, and between my seed and thy seed for ever. And he arose and departed: and Jonathan went into the city.”
Conclusion:  David sought good counsel, he had a clear conscience and a clear understanding of his situation.  He waited on God.  Have you followed God in this way?  Then you know what you need to do?  You need to trust God for the results.  You may be called to lose everything.  You may be defrauded.  David had no other choice.  He trusted in God.  There are no better hands to be in!  “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 6  In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6).  Your steps are ordered.  Your steps may seem hard and impossible, but remember God delights in every step you take.  He’s got a plan.  He was preparing David to be king.  And He is conforming you into the image of Christ.  And just as David was called to a kingdom, so God calls us to a kingdom in Romans 8:17.  We are “heirs of God, and joint–heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.”  We seek God’s guidance, but where does it lead?  It leads to a Cross!  It leads to crucifixion.  Only when we die to this world and suffer with Christ can we reign with Christ and live above this world for His kingdom.  God has promised to guide you.  Are you, like David, willing to follow?  Are you willing to follow Christ no matter what?  
Jesus said, “No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62).  Let us surrender all to Jesus tonight.  The world behind me-the cross before me, no turning back!!  Let’s commit ourselves to following Jesus no matter what. 
� See Matthew Henry on this verse.  


� “The excuse he desired Jonathan to make for his absence, we have reason to think, was true, that he was invited by his elder brother to Bethlehem, his own city, to celebrate this new moon with his relations there, because, besides the monthly solemnity in which they held communion with all Israel, they had now a yearly sacrifice, and a holy feast upon it, for all the family” (Henry).








