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Sunday, September 21, 2014, 5pm at Living Hope Church of Roselle, Illinois TC "Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
“You don’t have to go to heathen lands today to find false gods. America is full of them. Whatever you love more than God is your idol."
Dwight Lyman Moody
O
pen your Bible to Judges 19-21. We are continuing in a series the book of Judges. Tonight's message is: "People without a King: 7 Marks of a People without God."
“You don’t have to go to heathen lands today to find false gods. America is full of them. Whatever you love more than God is your idol." Dwight Lyman Moody
Introduction

The last verse is basically the verse that is the theme of the entire book. Look at the last verse. As matter of fact, just turn over, if you will please, to Judges 21:25 is the key to it all: "In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes." (Judges 21:25). Our churches and our country are in serious trouble. We are in the midst of what I call a moral free-fall. And, unless something happens, we are facing a far greater crisis than we can imagine, and maybe the disintegration of America as we once knew her.  I am comforted this evening that there is one kingdom that will supersede the rest.  We are citizens of the heavenly kingdom.
I. An Immoral people (19:1-2).

There was a concubine that a Levite was married to and she was immoral to him. They lived in the remote parts of the hill country of Ephraim. What is a concubine? She is kind of a second class wife in a polygamous relationship. It's a very sad and immoral time.  Any way, this concubine cheated on her Levite husband.  You already have an immoral situation. It's like a thief talking about how greedy and cutthroat people are for things.  You have iniquity upon iniquity.  That's the time of the Judges. That's the time we live in now.
II. An Indulgent people (19:3-8).

We read that this concubine went to her father in Bethlehem and the Levite followed.  Instead of a time of prayer and pleading for her soul, they had a party.  It's party time in our culture today.
III. An Indecent people (19:9-27).

Then we see that America today loves license. They decided to return home on the advice of her father (vs. 10- " tomorrow you shall arise early in the morning for your journey, and go home"). So they were going back to the hill country of what would become known later as Galilee. On their way they stopped in Jebus (the future Jerusalem) but at that time it was inhabited by pagans.  They decided they would go on to Gibeah, the great city among the people of Benjamin. That would be safe. As you know from last week, it was not safe.  The people of God did worse to this woman than the pagans would have. 
The Worthless Group of Men

An old man from Ephraim was living down south in Gibeah, and saw the Levite and his concubine and invited them to stay the night with him. 

At that time a worthless group of depraved men surrounded this old man's home and asked that they may violate the Levite.  Verse 22, " And they said to the old man, the master of the house, “Bring out the man who came into your house, that we may know him.”  Instead the Levite gave the men his concubine.  He was despicable. And they violated her all night and left her like a piece of trash (vs. 23-26).
The Levite was indecent by giving his concubine to them. The society was so pagan and immoral that they did what is against God's law and trafficked her like a prostitute.

Human Trafficking

If you think this is something only in the book of Judges. You need to understand that human trafficking represents an estimated $31.6 billion of international trade in 2010 (up from 5 billion in 2004). . Human trafficking is thought to be one of the fastest-growing activities of transnational criminal organizations.
According to the FBI, It’s sad but true: here in this country, people are being bought, sold, and smuggled like modern-day slaves.
While it is not know how many people are in human slavery in the US today, over 10,000 calls came in this year to the human trafficking hotline, likely representing over 50,000 people each year who are modern day slaves.
Congressman Christopher H. Smith  said Congress must act -- he said that 50,000 slaves were pouring into the United States every year. He said we ought to be furious about the "tidal wave" of victims.
Modern Day Gibeah
We live in modern day Gibeah.  Like Sodom and Gomorrah, this kind of human trafficking exists because of the lust imbibed hearts of people.  It is a mark that a people has forsaken God and God has forsaken this people.

Places of Ill Repute

Even just down the street from this church there are at least three places of ill-repute where women are treated as objects, and these places are legal in our town!  People say "God bless America!" I say God has cursed America, and if America wants God's blessing she must repent and treat women as fellow sisters, not objects.  What a time of sickening indecency we live in.

IV. An Indifferent people (19:27).

Not only was it a time of sickening indecency; it was a time of selfish indifference. Now, let me show you what else happened here in 19:27—the Bible says, "And her master rose up in the morning, and when he opened the doors of the house and went out to go on his way, behold, there was his concubine lying at the door of the house, with her hands on the threshold." " (Judges 19:27). 
What has this man been doing while his wife has become the plaything of these wicked, dirty men, while his wife is being sexually abused? What is he doing? He's asleep; he's sleeping through it all. He rises up in the morning to go his way. How can the man be down asleep like this? He is indifferent!  He has a cold, hard heart of stone.  Today this man would be literally diagnosed with the disease of Narcissistic Personality Disorder.  That's a real diagnosis today.  Here's a diagnosis from Mayo Clinic on this "personality disorder": 
Mayo Clinic: Narcissistic personality disorder 

Narcissistic personality disorder is a mental disorder in which people have an inflated sense of their own importance and a deep need for admiration. Those with narcissistic personality disorder believe that they're superior to others and have little regard for other people's feelings. But behind this mask of ultra-confidence lies a fragile self-esteem, vulnerable to the slightest criticism.

Narcissistic personality disorder symptoms may include:

· Believing that you're better than others

· Fantasizing about power, success and attractiveness

· Exaggerating your achievements or talents

· Expecting constant praise and admiration

· Believing that you're special and acting accordingly

· Failing to recognize other people's emotions and feelings

· Expecting others to go along with your ideas and plans

· Taking advantage of others

· Expressing disdain for those you feel are inferior

· Being jealous of others

· Believing that others are jealous of you

· Trouble keeping healthy relationships

· Setting unrealistic goals

· Being easily hurt and rejected

· Having a fragile self-esteem

· Appearing as tough-minded or unemotional

Before you laugh, these symptoms are in every one of us.  And these things are present in many people, and in many ways define our culture. It sounds like what Paul warned Timothy about in 2 Timothy 3:1-7, "But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. 2 For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, 4 treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people. 6 For among them are those who creep into households and capture weak women, burdened with sins and led astray by various passions, 7 always learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth."

How does this remind me of America? Americans today are selfishly indifferent, just as the man in this passage was. The man was a Levite.  He was a custodian of the law. 

Young New Jersey Mother

America seems to be so indifferent as to what is going on. Recently in New Jersey, a teenager gave birth to her baby in a bathroom stall at the high school prom. She took her newborn baby, stuffed that baby in the trash, and then went out again to dance with her boyfriend and asked the band to play her favorite song, "The Unforgiven," while she had just stuffed her baby in the trash.

Abortion

We are horrified by that—and well we ought to be—but may I say that we, as Americans, are dancing the dance of death? And, what do we say about some 50 million pre-born babies who are slaughtered. Stalin and Hitler have to stand in the background, and Herod has to stand in the background and cheer. The blood of these babies has stained America. 
Partial Birth Abortion

Now, we have something in America called partial birth abortion, where a little baby, full-term, ready to be delivered, is manipulated upside down in the birth canal and born feet first—partially born—until only about four inches of the child remains in the birth canal—just the head.

And then, a doctor, for pay, will insert scissors in the base of that skull, and then put a catheter there, and suck out the brains of that little child until the head collapses; and then, the rest of the child is delivered. 
Murder During Delivery

And somehow, my friend, that's legal—that is legal in America. I want to tell you, it is barbaric—it is barbaric. How can this be? How can we allow such a thing? That is not a partial birth abortion; it is murder during delivery—that's what it is. But, here was a man who was asleep while his concubine is being abused, and the Church sleeps the sleep of indifference while this sin is going on in America.
Next week we will look at several more marks of the judgment of God on His people not only in the book of Judges but in America as well.

V. An Inhumane people (19:27-30).

It was a time—not only of selfish indifference—but, it was a time of shocking inhumanity. Notice what this Levite did now. Evidently, he is really mostly to blame—for what has happened, because he was the one who turned her out and gave her over to these lascivious men. 
But now, in a fit of rage, notice what he does. Look, if you will, in chapter 19, beginning in verse 27, "And her master rose up in the morning, and when he opened the doors of the house and went out to go on his way, behold, there was his concubine lying at the door of the house, with her hands on the threshold. 28 He said to her, “Get up, let us be going.” But there was no answer. Then he put her on the donkey, and the man rose up and went away to his home. 
29 And when he entered his house, he took a knife, and taking hold of his concubine he divided her, limb by limb, into twelve pieces, and sent her throughout all the territory of Israel. 30 And all who saw it said, “Such a thing has never happened or been seen from the day that the people of Israel came up out of the land of Egypt until this day; consider it, take counsel, and speak.”
Now, what is it saying? This man takes the corpse of this concubine, who has been abused all the night long, who dies with her hand on the threshold, and he mutilates and desecrates her body. He cuts her body into 12 pieces and sends a piece to each of the twelve tribes of Israel. You say, "Pastor Matt, this is sickening. Why is this in the Word of God?" 
Modern America

I'll tell you, you won't find much in these chapters that you'll not find in modern America today somewhere. It is indeed sickening; it is heartbreaking. You can understand why I would want to pass over this passage of Scripture in this series of messages. 

But what this man was trying to do was to mobilize support from all the tribes of Israel to get his own sweet revenge for what had happened to his concubine, even though he was the one who started it all in the first place by giving these men his wife.
Israel is Now Like Sodom

What is happening here in Gibeah is very similar to the events in Sodom in Genesis 19:1-11. Strangers come to the town (angels, in Genesis 19). Men surround the house, pound the door, and demand to have sex with a man/men. The host begs the men not to do this, and offers some women instead.  In Gibeah, the Levite “took his concubine and sent her outside to them, and they raped her and abused her throughout the night” (Judges 19:25). It is worth remembering that this really happened. We should feel repulsed and upset.

Sodom is the great Old Testament example of rebellion against God that rightly brings upon itself the judgment of God. The parallel between that pagan city and Israelite Gibeah carries an obvious message. Here are the people of God, who have been given the covenants of Abraham and Moses, the law and the prophets, the tabernacle, the exodus, and more recently the savior-judges. Yet despite all this, they are no better than the Canaanites and pagan nations who had received none of these blessings. God’s people prove to be no better. They have become like Sodom.

VI. An Insolent people (Judges 20).

Insolent means to be "contemptuously and blindly proud." It's kind of like the "gay pride" parades.  It is an affront to all that is good, and people are proud of it. It means to be disrespectful and rude in your pride.  It's outlandish pride.

The Levite was Insolent

The Levite was insolent. He changed the story. It wasn't his fault. It was the people of Gibeah's fault.

Judges 20:4-7, " And the Levite, the husband of the woman who was murdered, answered and said, “I came to Gibeah that belongs to Benjamin, I and my concubine, to spend the night. 5 And the leaders of Gibeah rose against me and surrounded the house against me by night. They meant to kill me, and they violated my concubine, and she is dead."

The Levite’s account of what happened is remarkably self-serving, well edited to hide any wrongdoing on his part. Underlining where the atrocity happened (v 4), he claims “the men of Gibeah” (rather than the reality of “some of the wicked men,” 19:22) were “intending to kill me” (20:5), when in fact they wanted to rape him (19:22). He omits to mention that he callously sacrificed his concubine rather than fighting to protect her, reporting only that “they raped” her (20:5). No one hearing this account would have suspected that he contributed to the death of the girl.

Paul's Commentary

The point is that while the men of Gibeah are certainly villains, overtly and heinously sinful, the Levite’s moral performance is, though more subtle, no better. This episode of history is enacted proof of the first two and a half chapters of Romans, where Paul says that the obviously debauched and godless pagan world is lost in sin, but then points out (Romans 2) that the moral, religious, externally “good” person is also lost in sin. Under the surface, they neither care about God, nor about others. He sums it up with the categorical statement:

“There is no one righteous, not even one … All have turned away, they have together become worthless” (Romans 3:10,12). No one in this story is righteous. No one in the world is.

The People of Gibeah are Insolent
I want to continue on, because I want to get to the climax of this passage. Not only was it a time of shocking inhumanity; it was a time of stubborn insolence. Go now to chapter 20, and look, if you will, in verse 12, and let's read through 13: " And the tribes of Israel sent men through all the tribe of Benjamin, saying, “What evil is this that has taken place among you? 13 Now therefore give up the men, the worthless fellows in Gibeah, that we may put them to death and purge evil from Israel.” But the Benjaminites would not listen to the voice of their brothers, the people of Israel. " (Judges 20:12-13).
Now, what happened is this: the people of Gibeah in Benjamin knew that they had a miscreant in their midst; they knew that they had ungodly, wicked people. You know what they did for them? They covered for them. They would not admit the wrong that was being done. These men had committed high crimes, but the men of Benjamin tried to cover it up! Does that remind you of anything? I mean, they knew the evil that was done, but what are they doing? They are covering. They will not admit. They are stubborn in their insolence.
They were spin doctors - they spun evil into good. They minimized sin in their midst.

Rather Than Repenting they Rioted

And, not only that, but look in Judges 20: 14-17 —they counterattack: " Then the people of Benjamin came together out of the cities to Gibeah to go out to battle against the people of Israel. 15 And the people of Benjamin mustered out of their cities on that day 26,000 men who drew the sword, besides the inhabitants of Gibeah, who mustered 700 chosen men. 16 Among all these were 700 chosen men who were left-handed; every one could sling a stone at a hair and not miss. 17 And the men of Israel, apart from Benjamin, mustered 400,000 men who drew the sword; all these were men of war" (Judges 20:14-17). Rather than repenting, they tried to cover their sin. They rioted. They stonewalled. They get arrogant, and they declare battle upon those who say that "You've done wrong!"

Spin Doctors
Beloved, this is where we are in America all over again— we are listening to the spin doctors. You know what a spin doctor is? These are those who take truth, and twist it, and turn it upside down, and call evil good and good evil. That's going on in America today. These chapters read like today's newspapers. You say, "Pastor, I'm not enjoying this sermon." Oh, I'm not either. But, I want you to know, folks, that these are dark days in America, just as they were dark days in the Book of Judges.
We Are in this Chapter
How should we react to the events recorded in Judges 19? We should mourn. These are God’s people. They are our spiritual ancestors. And they show us, to an extent, ourselves. 

Perhaps we are more like the Gibeonite in some small way. We have been clearly unrighteous, but we don't want to admit it. 

Perhaps are more like the Levite. We have all told ourselves and others a better story about ourselves and our conduct than the whole truth would reveal.

Both were insolent.  Pride kills and blinds!

Application

1. When do you find it easiest to edit the truth about your thoughts, words, or actions? 

2. Are there well-buried secrets in your life which you need to confess, mourn and repent of, knowing that despite who we are, God is full of grace toward us? 

3. What happens to our understanding of “the gospel” if we don’t admit our own inherent sinfulness?

United
Israel is now united as at no time since chapter 3. They are “as one man” (20:8, 11), and commit to raising and supplying an army against the single town of Gibeah, to “give them what they deserve” (v 9-10). While the last judge, Samson, had to fight the Philistines single-handedly, Israel join together in determination to destroy their own.

But first, they send men to Benjamin, asking them to hand over the rapists, so that they can “purge the evil from Israel” (v 12-13). But this creates more problems than it solves. The Benjamites “would not listen” (v 13), and instead unite at Gibeah “to fight against the Israelites” (v 14), summoning 26,700 soldiers (v 15-16) to face the 400,000 Israelites (v 17).

Idol of Family
Why does the tribe not just turn over the guilty men to face justice? One idol that is most destructive to human unity is the idol of our blood or kindred; the attitude of my family/country, right or wrong.

Benjamin only had about 26,000 men (vs. 15) who were soldiers, but they killed a total of 40,000 men of Israel.

Vs. 21, 22,000 men of Israel

Vs. 25 18,000 men of Israel

Finally, 10,000 men of Israel destroyed 25,100 men of Benjamin.  In total, only 600 men of Benjamin remained.  It was slaughter. 

Not Justice but Bitterness

Turning back, Israel “put all the towns to the sword” (v 48). Every single man, woman, child and even animal is slaughtered. This is not justice; it is genocide. Justice would at the very most demand the execution of the hooligans of Gibeah, and just possibly the Benjamites who came out to fight for them. What justification was there for the slaughter of the whole Benjamite society? This is the work of bitterness—which demands not one eye, but two, in revenge for every one eye lost.

VII. A spiritually Ignorant people (21:25).

Now, last of all, of these seven things, it was a time of spiritual ignorance. This encapsulates it all. There were wars, decimations. I mean, rivers of blood and oceans of tears were spilled over this thing. And, I can't take time to delineate the whole story, but you go home and read it for yourself. There was war and blood spilled, and terrible things happened. As a matter of fact, of the tribe of Benjamin, after it was all over, there were only 600 men left standing upon a narrow, rocky crag of land. And, it was all caused by this last thing that I want to call spiritual ignorance. Go back now to chapter 21, the last verse: "In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes" (Judges 21:25). And, this verse sums it up. It doesn't say that every man did that which was wrong in his own eyes—oh, no. "Every man did that which was right in his own eyes" (Judges 21:25). The Bible says, "There's a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death" (Proverbs 14:12; Proverbs 16:25).

What has happened in America today, friend, is this: that we live in a country—we call it freedom; we call it democracy; we call it separation of church and state—but it is a replay of the Book of Judges. Every man is simply doing that which is right in his own eyes. 
Daniel Block says that the book of Judges is a mirror to the church of today.

"This book [of Judges] is a wake-up call for a church moribund in its own selfish pursuits. Instead of heeding the call of truly godly leaders and letting Jesus Christ be Lord of the church, everywhere congregations and their leaders do what is right in their own eyes.”

Conclusion

Brothers and sisters, this may seem like a downer of a message. But, I want to tell you, there was no king in Israel; but God was their king.  And yes, God would give them a king, and his name was David. And, God sent a mighty revival in Israel, and that same God is alive and well in America today. We ought to disabuse ourselves of the idea that it is too late for America. God's curse is on our culture and our country, but as he says to the churches in Revelation, there is hope if you would repent.

God would rather forgive than judge. And, the Bible still says, "If My people, which are called by My name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from Heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land" (2 Chronicles 7:14).
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