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“You don’t have to go to heathen lands today to find false gods. America is full of them. Whatever you love more than God is your idol."
Dwight Lyman Moody
O
pen your Bible to Judges 19-21. We are continuing in a series the book of Judges. Tonight's message is: "People without a King: 7 Marks of a People without God."
“You don’t have to go to heathen lands today to find false gods. America is full of them. Whatever you love more than God is your idol." Dwight Lyman Moody
Introduction

The last verse is basically the verse that is the theme of the entire book. Look at the last verse. As matter of fact, just turn over, if you will please, to Judges 21:25 is the key to it all: "In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes." (Judges 21:25). Our churches and our country are in serious trouble. We are in the midst of what I call a moral free-fall. And, unless something happens, we are facing a far greater crisis than we can imagine, and maybe the disintegration of America as we once knew her.  I am comforted this evening that there is one kingdom that will supersede the rest.  We are citizens of the heavenly kingdom.
We are in the closing chapters of the Book of Judges, and these closing chapters have a warning. They certainly are depressing, but they're also alarming. And, as I have studied these chapters, I felt like perhaps I was reading today's newspaper because of the episodes that are here in the Word of God. 
I want you to see tonight (and this will likely be a three part message) seven marks of a people that are in free fall.  I also want to make some applications. I want you to see seven marks—and I believe they are parallel to the time and place we are living in today.
I. We live in a time of Immorality (19:1-2).

This time in the book of Judges was a time of sexual immorality. Look, if you will please, in Judges 19:1, 2: In those days, when there was no king in Israel, a certain Levite was sojourning in the remote parts of the hill country of Ephraim, who took to himself a concubine from Bethlehem in Judah. 2 And his concubine was unfaithful to him, and she went away from him to her father's house at Bethlehem in Judah, and was there some four months." (Judges 19:1-2).

The Hardness of Hearts

There was a Levite. Levites were the custodians of the law; they were to be servants of Yahweh. But, this Levite, as we're going to see, was a very wicked man. He took for a wife a concubine. Now, a concubine was not a wife who had all of the privileges of another wife (like a second class wife).

Both Husband and Master
This concubine was really an object of immorality for this Levite, for the Levite is both the “husband,” v 3, and the “master,” v 27, of this woman. While God makes clear in Genesis 2:24 that marriage is to be between one man and one woman, many believers in subsequent times followed their society and had multiple wives and concubines (eg: Abraham, Genesis 16:2-3). And from Abraham through Jacob down to Solomon and all the rest who practiced this sin, the practice of polygamy always brought heartache and pain, without exception. It is a deeply ominous opening that this Levite, who was supposed to be set apart as holy, has instead been swept into pagan culture, taking a concubine. This Levite, we will see, is concerned with self-promoting relationships.

God Never Encourages Polygamy

And while God allowed this, He never encouraged it.  God never approved of this.  It was because of the hardness of their hearts. So this relationship was regulated by the law, though it was not approved of by God.  It's similar to divorce, slavery and the immoral things God regulated because of the hardness of their hearts.

Concubine becomes a Harlot
Now, this concubine became a harlot. She began to live an immoral life. She was committing adultery as it were. And finally, I suppose to escape from her husband's vengeance and wrath, she fled back to her father's house there in Bethlehem to be under her father's protection.
Just Like America
As we read this, you might say: "Well, this kind of debauchery sounds just like America all over again.  You see our country now is sick with the sin of immorality and adultery. And, I want to say one more time, as clearly and plainly as I can say it, adultery is not some small peccadillo; it is a heinous sin against Almighty God. 
Adultery: a Sin Worthy of Death
In the Old Testament, adultery was a sin worthy of death. And if, tonight, you're living in adultery, may I tell you that, unless you repent and get right with God, if you can live in adultery and feel no conviction of sin, God sent me here to tell you that you need to get saved; and if you don't get saved, as one man said, "the sweet warm flames of lust will turn into the fiery flames of Hell." The Bible says that adulterers shall not inherit the Kingdom of God (1 Corinthians 6:9).  We live in a time of sexual immorality, just like the time of the Judges.
II. We live in a time of Indulgence (19:3-8).

This man—this Levite—decided he would go back to Bethlehem to reclaim his concubine. When he got back to Bethlehem, he took up a friendship with her father. Now, here is a man who has an unfaithful wife, and here is a man who has a fallen daughter—so what are they doing? Are they on their face praying? Are they weeping? Are they seeking the face of God? No, they're eating, and drinking, and having a party.

Judges 19:3-6, "Then her husband arose and went after her, to speak kindly to her and bring her back. He had with him his servant and a couple of donkeys. And she brought him into her father's house. And when the girl's father saw him, he came with joy to meet him. 4 And his father-in-law, the girl's father, made him stay, and he remained with him three days. So they ate and drank and spent the night there. 5 And on the fourth day they arose early in the morning, and he prepared to go, but the girl's father said to his son-in-law,“Strengthen your heart with a morsel of bread, and after that you may go.” 6 So the two of them sat and ate and drank together. And the girl's father said to the man, “Be pleased to spend the night, and let your heart be merry.” 
Now, here's this man who's going to be on his face before God; and he's eating, and drinking, and having a party. He's not seeking God for his wife. He is looking for more hedonism, more of the fleeting pleasures of sin.

It's Judgment Time in America

Does that remind you of America? It's party time in America. Judgment was just around the corner for this Levite, as we're going to see, but he's seemingly unaware—so much like those in the days of Noah, eating, drinking, marrying, and giving in marriage, and knew not until the flood came and took them all away. It's party time in America. The bars are crammed. The stadiums are crammed. The theaters are filled. The pleasure palaces are overrunning; and yet, it's hard to get a small crowd for prayer meeting, to call out for Almighty God. It was a time of sensual indulgence, and so it is today in America.  
III. We live in a time of Indecency (19:9-27).

Here's the third scene in Judges 19: It was a time of sickening indecency. This Levite, who had this concubine, who became a harlot, who had satiated himself with eating, and drinking, and partying, until he finally decides he'll take his concubine home. 
So, he takes her from Jerusalem. He doesn't want to stay in Jerusalem, because in those days, the Jebusites had occupied Jerusalem; and the streets of Jerusalem were unsafe, like the streets of many of our American cities. 
Leaving Jerusalem for Gibeah
So, he decided that he would go a little further to a place called Gibeah. And, he's looking—now, he has his concubine; he has his entourage with him—he's looking for a place to spend the night. And, none of the citizens of Gibeah seem to welcome this Levite, and bring him in, and give him a place to stay. Finally, he meets an old man, and the old man gives them a place to stay: Judges 19:20-21, "And the old man said, “Peace be to you; I will care for all your wants. Only, do not spend the night in the square.” 21 So he brought him into his house and gave the donkeys feed. And they washed their feet, and ate and drank."

A Sickening Act of Indecency
Now, one of the most sickening acts of indecency I've ever read takes place right here. Look, if you will, in Judges 19, and begin in 22 of this same chapter: 
"As they were making their hearts merry, behold, the men of the city, worthless fellows, surrounded the house, beating on the door. And they said to the old man, the master of the house, “Bring out the man who came into your house, that we may know him.” 23 And the man, the master of the house, went out to them and said to them, “No, my brothers,do not act so wickedly; since this man has come into my house, do not do this vile thing.24 Behold, here are my virgin daughter and his concubine. Let me bring them out now.Violate them and do with them what seems good to you, but against this man do not do this outrageous thing.” 25 But the men would not listen to him. So the man seized his concubine and made her go out to them. And they knew her and abused her all night until the morning. And as the dawn began to break, they let her go. 26 And as morning appeared, the woman came and fell down at the door of the man's house where her master was, until it was light. 27 And her master rose up in the morning, and when he opened the doors of the house and went out to go on his way, behold, there was his concubine lying at the door of the house, with her hands on the threshold." (Judges 19:23-27). And, we're going to see in a moment that she was dead.

God's People Learned the Ways of Sodom
Now, here's the situation, folks: This city in the land of God, in the Promised Land, had learned the ways of Sodom, even though God had left Sodom with its smoking ruins as a warning against this sin. Yet the men of this city were so emboldened with the sin of sexual perversion that they wanted to take this man, this Levite, and sodomize him. But then, they took his concubine and abused her all night long—all of these wicked men took part—and then left her for dead.

"Pastor Matt" you might ask, "what does God have to say about that?" I want to say without apology—not arrogantly, but with a broken heart—I want to sound a word of warning: All sexual immorality is a sin against God.  Adultery is sin.  Fornication is sin.  The New Testament calls all sexual sin: pornea, or pornography.  It is using God's good gift and prostituting it. Look over to Romans 1.
Romans 1:21-31: " although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things.

24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.

26 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; 27 and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another,men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error.

28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done. 29 They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32 Though they know God's righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them."
A Capital Crime / A Damnable Lifestyle
In the Old Testament, under theocracy, God required the death penalty for this sin. And even in the New Testament, all those who lived this way, as well as those who live in adultery—unless they repent, unless they get right with God—are going to Hell. 1 Corinthians 6:9, 10, "Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God." (1 Corinthians 6:9-10). 
I'm saying that God makes it clear that those who live with sin as the practice of their lives—if this is your lifestyle; if this is your practice; if there's no conviction, no spiritual compulsion, no repentance; if this is your lifestyle, again—God says, "Don't be deceived."
Rampant Sexual Immorality: the Mark of a Damned Nation

Now, like Lot in the Book of Genesis, this old man offered his daughter to sate the wicked and hellish inclinations of these people. Did you know that rampant sexual immorality is the sign—the mark—of a nation on its last legs? 
Let me give you one more verse; then I'm going to move to another episode. Isaiah 3:8, 9—the prophet Isaiah is lamenting over Jerusalem, the holy city, and he's lamenting over Judah, where friends from Bethlehem have come; and he says: 
" For Jerusalem has stumbled,
    and Judah has fallen,
because their speech and their deeds are against the Lord,
    defying his glorious presence.

9 For the look on their faces bears witness against them;
    they proclaim their sin like Sodom;
    they do not hide it.
Woe to them!
    For they have brought evil on themselves." (Isaiah 3:8-9). 
We have all that that was once called sin, is now categorized as a sickness; and now it's called a socially accepted practice. And now, if you call sin what it is: sin, you're the one that's called sick. That's where America is today.
IV. We live in a time of Indifference (19:27).

Here's the third Number four: Not only was it a time, friend, of sickening indecency; it was a time of selfish indifference. Now, let me show you what else happened here in 19:27—the Bible says, "And her master rose up in the morning, and when he opened the doors of the house and went out to go on his way, behold, there was his concubine lying at the door of the house, with her hands on the threshold." " (Judges 19:27). What has this man been doing while his wife has become the plaything of these wicked, dirty men, while his wife is being sexually abused? What is he doing? He's asleep; he's sleeping through it all. He rises up in the morning to go his way. How can the man be down asleep like this? He is indifferent!  He has a cold, hard heart of stone.  Today this man would be literally diagnosed with the disease of Narcissistic Personality Disorder.  That's a real diagnosis today.  Here's a diagnosis from Mayo Clinic on this "personality disorder": 
Mayo Clinic: Narcissistic personality disorder 

Narcissistic personality disorder is a mental disorder in which people have an inflated sense of their own importance and a deep need for admiration. Those with narcissistic personality disorder believe that they're superior to others and have little regard for other people's feelings. But behind this mask of ultra-confidence lies a fragile self-esteem, vulnerable to the slightest criticism.

Narcissistic personality disorder symptoms may include:

· Believing that you're better than others

· Fantasizing about power, success and attractiveness

· Exaggerating your achievements or talents

· Expecting constant praise and admiration

· Believing that you're special and acting accordingly

· Failing to recognize other people's emotions and feelings

· Expecting others to go along with your ideas and plans

· Taking advantage of others

· Expressing disdain for those you feel are inferior

· Being jealous of others

· Believing that others are jealous of you

· Trouble keeping healthy relationships

· Setting unrealistic goals

· Being easily hurt and rejected

· Having a fragile self-esteem

· Appearing as tough-minded or unemotional

Before you laugh, these symptoms are in every one of us.  And these things are present in many people, and in many ways define our culture. It sounds like what Paul warned Timothy about in 2 Timothy 3:1-7, "But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. 2 For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, 4 treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people. 6 For among them are those who creep into households and capture weak women, burdened with sins and led astray by various passions, 7 always learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth."

How does this remind me of America? Americans today are selfishly indifferent, just as the man in this passage was. The man was a Levite.  He was a custodian of the law. 

Young New Jersey Mother

America seems to be so indifferent as to what is going on. Recently in New Jersey, a teenager gave birth to her baby in a bathroom stall at the high school prom. She took her newborn baby, stuffed that baby in the trash, and then went out again to dance with her boyfriend and asked the band to play her favorite song, "The Unforgiven," while she had just stuffed her baby in the trash.

Abortion

We are horrified by that—and well we ought to be—but may I say that we, as Americans, are dancing the dance of death? And, what do we say about some 50 million pre-born babies who are slaughtered. Stalin and Hitler have to stand in the background, and Herod has to stand in the background and cheer. The blood of these babies has stained America. 
Partial Birth Abortion

Now, we have something in America called partial birth abortion, where a little baby, full-term, ready to be delivered, is manipulated upside down in the birth canal and born feet first—partially born—until only about four inches of the child remains in the birth canal—just the head.

And then, a doctor, for pay, will insert scissors in the base of that skull, and then put a catheter there, and suck out the brains of that little child until the head collapses; and then, the rest of the child is delivered. 
Murder During Delivery

And somehow, my friend, that's legal—that is legal in America. I want to tell you, it is barbaric—it is barbaric. How can this be? How can we allow such a thing? That is not a partial birth abortion; it is murder during delivery—that's what it is. But, here was a man who was asleep while his concubine is being abused, and the Church sleeps the sleep of indifference while this sin is going on in America.
Next week we will look at several more marks of the judgment of God on His people not only in the book of Judges but in America as well.

Conclusion

Brothers and sisters, this may seem like a downer of a message. But, I want to tell you, there was no king in Israel; but God was their king.  And yes, God would give them a king, and his name was David. And, God sent a mighty revival in Israel, and that same God is alive and well in America today. We ought to disabuse ourselves of the idea that it is too late for America. And, God would rather forgive than judge. And, the Bible still says, "If My people, which are called by My name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from Heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land" (2 Chronicles 7:14).
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