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Sunday, March 30, 2014, 5pm at Living Hope Church of Roselle, Illinois TC "Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
“I believe that one reason why the church of God at this present moment has so little influence over the world is because the world has 
so much influence over the church."
Charles Haddon Spurgeon
O
pen your Bible to Judges 14. We are continuing in a series the book of Judges. The title of tonight's message is: "The Danger of Being Relevant."
“I believe that one reason why the church of God at this present moment has so little influence over the world is because the world has so much influence over the church."  Charles Haddon Spurgeon

A Powerful Deliverer?
The story of Samson is famous for its potent mix of sex, violence, death and power—exactly the stuff of a contemporary summer action film! But if we read it as part of the whole narrative of the book of Judges, we will find it to be at least perplexing and probably disturbing. As Israel’s spiritual condition grows worse and worse, the scene seems to be set for a great judge/leader, perhaps the greatest of all. And chapter 13, with its annunciation, prepares us for a wonderful, powerful deliverer. Instead, we find by far the most flawed character in the book: a violent, impulsive, sexually addicted, emotionally immature and selfish man. Most disturbing of all, the “Spirit of God” seems to anoint and use his fits of pique, pride, and temper.
I. Leaders that accommodate the culture will fall (14:1-3).

Judges 14:1-3. “Samson went down to Timnah, and at Timnah he saw one of the daughters of the Philistines. 2 Then he came up and told his father and mother, “I saw one of the daughters of the Philistines at Timnah. Now get her for me as my wife.” 3 But his father and mother said to him, “Is there not a woman among the daughters of your relatives, or among all our people, that you must go to take a wife from the uncircumcised Philistines?” But Samson said to his father, “Get her for me, for she is right in my eyes.”
We see already how this leader is going to fall.  Samson is not following the Lord, but doing that which is right in his own eyes.

God’s Leader is Out of Control!
Samson is now a grown man, stirred by the Spirit of the Lord (13:25). But at the start of chapter 14—and throughout the rest of his life—he will be stirred by a much more worldly impulse. One day, he “went down to Timnah and saw there a young Philistine woman” (14:1). Returning home, he says (literally) to his parents: “have I seen a woman, in Timnah, of the daughters of the Philistines. Now get her for me as a wife” (v 2).
His parents no doubt remember the angel’s prediction that Samson would deliver the Israelites from the Philistines (it’s not the kind of thing you would forget!). So imagine their distress when Samson comes home and, instead of fighting Israel’s enemies, wants to marry one of them! They protest that there must be a woman in their wider family, or at least in Israel, whom he could marry (v 3): “Must you go to the uncircumcised Philistines to get a wife?” The word “uncircumcised” is key here. Circumcision was a sign that a family was in a personal covenant or relationship with God, as part of his people. Their issue was not a racial one (No son of mine will marry one of those Philistines!). It is about marriage with someone outside of the Lord’s covenant. God’s prohibition (Exodus 34:15-16) is not against interracial or multiethnic marriage (we are all multicultural anyway) but against interfaith marriage (for instance, Moses was married to a non-Israelite, Zipporah, but one who recognized God’s covenant; see Exodus 4:24-26).

Samson does What is Right in His Own Eyes
But Samson is not willing to listen. “Get her for me,” he rudely insists (Judges 14:3). He then says (literally): “She is right in my eyes.” This is the approach to life and morality that we have seen all Israel adopting: doing what was evil in God’s eyes, because it was right in their own (13:1; 17:6). Samson is a leader who reflects Israel’s true spiritual state, rather than God’s ideal for his people. Here we are seeing Israel reflected in one man’s life.
Impulsive
But First, Samson is impulsive. He is a completely sensual man, in the most basic definition of the term. His senses control him—he reacts to how he feels about what he sees, without reflection or consideration. He sees—and so he takes. This general impulsiveness leads to a specific weakness that we will see as the story proceeds; namely, a total lack of sexual self-control.
Unteachable
But Second, Samson is unteachable. He is dismissive of parental counsel and authority. The book of Proverbs extensively explains how proud and foolish it is to be unwilling to listen to the advice of others. Put in its cultural context, Samson’s pride here is even more extreme. In our day it would be more normal for a son to talk back to his parents, but that was not the case in ancient Israel. 
Arthur E. Cundall says: 
“In Israelite society the father was the head of the family and as such exercised control … including the choice of wives for sons (eg: Genesis 24:4; 38:6). It was exceptional for a son to contravene the wishes of his parents in this … realm (Genesis 26:34-35), for the unit was the clan and personal preference was subordinated to it.” (Judges and Ruth, page 162) 
Impulsive, and unteachable. It is a good summary of the state of Israel as a whole!

Unequal Yokes
We need to take a brief diversion here, to think about why the Bible commands believers not to enter unequal marriages. Exodus 34:15-16 tells Israel neither to make a treaty with “those who live in the land” (ie: those who don’t know the Lord), nor to “choose some of their daughters as wives for your sons.” Why? Because such binding partnerships, whether at a national or family level, will cause Israel to join their allies/wives as they “prostitute themselves to their gods” (v 16).

In 2 Corinthians 6:14-16, the apostle Paul renews the appeal to believers to not enter into binding partnerships with those who do not worship God. (The word “yoked” probably means several kinds of binding relationships, but it must at the very least mean marriage, which is the most binding of all human relationships.) Here, as in Exodus, the main issue is that such marriages weaken a believer’s loyalty to God—”what agreement is there between the temple of God and idols?” (v 16).
2 Corinthians 6:14-16, “Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness? 15 What accord has Christ with Belial? Or what portion does a believer share with an unbeliever? 16 What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; as God said, “I will make my dwelling among them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.”
A superficial reading of Paul’s statement might lead a reader to conclude that the Bible is concerned that the unbelieving spouse will try to convert the believer. So sometimes people say: This is no problem for me. I can marry X because he or she completely respects my faith and will allow me total freedom to practice it. But remember, the context for each of these texts is not other formal religions, but idolatry. Idolatry is displacing God by making good, created things more important than God. 
When your spouse doesn’t share your faith, there is great pressure to adapt to that by pushing God more to the margins of your life. You are in an intimate relationship with someone who does not understand what should be the very mainspring of, and motivation for, absolutely everything you do. The natural response to this is to make God less central to everything. Otherwise you will constantly be getting blank stares from your mate. There is a daily, unseen pressure to worship something else: your spouse him/herself, or the idols that they bring to the marriage (probably without realizing it).
This is the reason the Bible urges believers to not knowingly marry an unbeliever. (We should remember, however, that Paul insists that a Christian who is already married to a non-Christian should not seek divorce from him or her but should actively seek to build a good marriage—1 Corinthians 7:12-15.)

II. Churches that accommodate the culture will die (14:1).

Judges 14:1. “Samson went down to Timnah, and at Timnah he saw one of the daughters of the Philistines.”

Friendship with the World
We can already see that Samson is not going to be the judge we were hoping for! The first judge, Othniel, fought Israel’s enemies and so married Acsah, a godly, faithful, trusting Israelite (Judges 1:12-13). The last, Samson, goes among Israel’s enemies in order to marry an unnamed Philistine who does not know God. It is important that he found her in Timnah—deep in Israelite territory—and that he was free to come and go among the Philistines. The Philistines were settled and living normal lives inside Israel. They were “rulers” (13:1; 14:4) over Israel, yet their “occupation” seems completely peaceful. Samson thought nothing of marrying one of them.
Israel and Philistia are Friends
This should prompt us to realize that something has been missing from this Judges cycle. Israel has not cried out for rescue from oppression. There is no resistance to their enslavement. Later in the narrative, the men of Judah (who had been the first to go up to fight for their land, 1:2), simply take it as a fact of life that “the Philistines are rulers over us” (15:11).

Cultural Accommodation
In short, Israel’s capitulation to the Philistines is far more profound and complete than any of their previous enslavements. In the past, Israel groaned and agonized under their occupations by pagan powers, because their domination was military and political. But now the people are virtually unconscious of their enslavement, because its nature is that of cultural accommodation. The Israelites do not groan and resist their “captors” now because they have completely adopted and adapted to the values, culture and idols of the Philistines. Like Samson himself, the Israelites were eager to marry into Philistine society, probably as a way to “move up” in the culture. The Israelites no longer had a recognizable culture of their own, one based on service to the Lord.

We can’t exaggerate the danger to Israel. The Israelites were on the brink of extinction. Within a couple of generations, they could have been completely assimilated into the Philistine nation. 
The World Has Taken Over
Michael Wilcock says:
“There is no such thing as harmonious co-existence between the church and the world, for where there is no conflict it is because the world has taken over.” (The Message of Judges, page 142).

Here are three examples of how the church’s efforts at avoiding conflict with the world have been, or are now, really a surrender to the world:

1. Relevant Scholarship

In the first half of the 20th century, mainline Protestants made a very bold move to be “relevant” to modern people who could not believe in the supernatural. This is called the “modernist controversy” among church historians.
Rudolph Bultmann, a major liberal theologian, said: “No one who uses modern technology can believe in the ancient world of spirits and miracles.” 
It was thought that modern people would eventually completely lose all belief in a supernatural world. So many churches began the project of “de-supernaturalizing” the Christian message. The Bible was no longer seen as an infallible revelation from God, but as inspiring—though flawed—ancient stories. The very concepts of “conversion” and “the new birth” were dropped. Now, to “become a Christian” meant to live a good life of mercy and justice. 
This took away the “conflict” between Christianity and those who could not believe in miracles, a divinely revealed Bible, or a physical resurrection. But of course, this meant that scientific rationalism was now the real “ruler.”
Those churches which we would call “liberal,” appeal to a section of modern culture which has (at least) three idols: 
(1) personal choice and freedom; 
(2) absolute tolerance and the rejection of exclusive truth and personal responsibility; 
(3) professional expertise and status. 
Such churches, in order to attract this culture and avoid conflict, have adapted. They accept the world’s revised understanding of marriage, they do not do church discipline, they do not preach Christ as the only way to salvation. Their ministry is supportive and therapeutic, and no one is ever warned of the dangers of God’s judgment. 
In general in these false churches, the popular opinions of modern culture are adopted and promoted. If churches preached the Gospel and bid people to repent and believe (as Jesus did)—there would be conflict!

2. Relevant Culture
The devil is so subtle, that in more recent days, he has invented a neo-liberalism which has been called the emergent movement.  The buzzword here is about being “missional.” The idea is to become all things to all to all men.  It is a scriptural concept. 1 Corinthians 9:19-22, “For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of them. 20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the law (though not being myself under the law) that I might win those under the law. 21 To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (not being outside the law of God but under the law of Christ) that I might win those outside the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some. 23 I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings.”

But this concept is twisted in order to accommodate the world. We see this concept in mission work, when Paul as a Jew stops worshipping as a Jew and meets on Sunday instead of Saturday.  He adopts Gentile culture.

We see this with Hudson Taylor in China.

But today, churches are adopting the culture of the bar and atmosphere of the nightlife in order to attract the world.

The danger in being relevant is that you lose the message. The new idol is that instead of being like Christ, we must become like the world to be relevant.

So now unless you have the cool music or the cool clothes, or the cool light show, you are not in as a church.

When God’s people become culturally indistinct, they become spiritually extinct! 

There is a necessary conflict with the world. As Jude 3 says, we must “earnestly contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints. 4 For certain people have crept in unnoticed who long ago were designated for this condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.”
III. God is faithful to keep His people separate from the world (14:4).

Judges 14:3-4. “3 Samson said to his father, “Get her for me, for she is right in my eyes. 4 His father and mother did not know that it was from the Lord, for he was seeking an opportunity against the Philistines. At that time the Philistines ruled over Israel.”
God’s is Greater than Worldly Leaders
What does God do when his people are not just accommodating, but becoming assimilated into, the world? Judges 14:4 is the crucial verse in the Samson narrative, the key to understanding the whole story, and the answer to that question. “His father and mother did not know that it was from the Lord, for he was seeking an opportunity [to work] against the Philistines. At that time the Philistines ruled over Israel.”

God will use the very weaknesses of Samson—his “fraternization” with the Philistines, his appetite for lust, and his vindictiveness to bring about confrontation between the two nations. Samson’s weaknesses result in more and more conflict, and finally the division between the two nations that is so desperately needed.
Michael Wilcock puts it well: 
“The force of 14:4 is that the two communities are so interlocked that even the Lord can find nothing to get hold of to pry them apart. He uses Samson’s weaknesses, therefore, to bring about the relationship with this irresistible girl from which so much ill-feeling will flow.” (The Message of Judges, page 139)

God Calls His People to be Holy
As the story goes on, we will see everyone acting out of their own ungodly character. Yet God is in absolute control. The Lord will use Samson, even in all his worldly ambition, to humble the Philistines and bring His people out of idolatry.

1 Peter 1:15, “but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 since it is written,“You shall be holy, for I am holy.”
God is Committed to His Covenant
How does God accomplish holiness in Israel through a very worldly leader?  God remains unconditionally committed to his covenant promises. He has promised to love them and give them an inheritance and never break his commitment to do so (2:1). 

God is Faithful in spite of the Worldliness of Church Leaders
Here, God is so faithful to His promises that He not only fulfills them in spite of the sin of people, but even through their sin. He uses their own sinfulness to bring about deliverance. 
The supreme example of this is in Acts 2:23, “this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men.” This is where we see that God used the free, wicked choices of human beings to put Jesus to death, therefore redeeming the world from free, wicked choices! Though the people who put Jesus to death were doing so wickedly, God arranged things so their wickedness only fulfilled redemptive purposes.
A Friend of the World is an Enemy of God

God’s people (today as then) need to not be at peace with the world—because “friendship with the world is hatred toward God” (James 4:4). Why? Because if we are like the world, we will love idols and forsake God; we will, as James puts it, be “adulterous people.” It is the mercy of God that he does not allow the world to love the church for very long. It forces his people to recognize that we are not part of the world—that we have a different Lord and Savior—and finally cry out to him to rescue us from ourselves and rule us despite ourselves.
Conclusion

The amazing truth is that God works through sinners, and through sinful situations. He keeps his promises to bless his people in the dark and disastrous periods of our lives, as well as through the times when things are going “right.” Not even our own sin will stop him saving us, or using us. Mysteriously, often unseen, and usually far beyond our comprehension, God works through the free (and very often flawed) choices people make: “In all things, God works for the good of those who love him” (Romans 8:28).
We must understand that God is going to preserve His people to the end.  We are a royal priesthood and a holy nation.  No man can overthrow that. The church at times is taken into captivity (Rome, liberalism, liberal and worldly evangelicalism), but greater is He that is in you than He that is in the world!
