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 “The true test of a man’s spirituality is not his ability to speak, as we are apt to think, but rather his ability to bridle his tongue.”

· R. Kent Hughes
O
pen your Bible to Judges 11. We are continuing in a series the book of Judges. This evening we are asking the question, “The Power of Our Words!”
The Power of Our Words
Those who study words tell us that words are important. But one study says how we use those words is even more important. In fact the researchers concluded that all our communication consists of: 
· 7% Words

· 38% Tones
· 55% Non Verbal Actions

The right words must be spoken at the right time. “A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in a setting of silver” (Proverbs 25:11). How can we apply this to our lives? We need to realize the power of our words.
Words are powerful!

Proverbs 18:21, “Death and life are in the power of the tongue...”
Gracious, kind words are powerful!
Proverbs 16:24, “Gracious words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and health to the body.”
Rash words are powerful!

Proverbs 12:18, “There is one whose rash words are like sword thrusts, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.”
Self-controlled words are powerful!

Proverbs 15:1, “A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.”
The power of the tongue is most brilliantly displayed in James 3:2–10, “…we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body. 3 If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide their whole bodies as well. 4 Look at the ships also: though they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5 So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things. How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. 7 For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, 8 but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God. 10 From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so.”
Context of Judges 11

Judges 11:4, "After a time the Ammonites made war against Israel."  And we know the story from last time.  The elders wanted Jephthah to be their judge.  So Judges 11:11 says, "So Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead, and the people made him head and leader over them. And Jephthah spoke all his words before the LORD at Mizpah."

I. Wise Words (11:12-27).

The Pen Before the Sword

Jephthah does not go to war immediately. First, he seeks a peaceful resolution: “What do you have against us that you have attacked our country?” (Judges 11:12). The king of Ammon justifies his attack by claiming that part of the land Israel now lives in formerly belonged to the Ammonites (v 13). In response, Jephthah uses three arguments to refute this claim: 
Historical (v 12-22)

Jephthah sets the record straight. Judges 11:12-18, "Then Jephthah sent messengers to the king of the Ammonites and said, “What do you have against me, that you have come to me to fight against my land?” 13 And the king of the Ammonites answered the messengers of Jephthah, “Because Israel on coming up from Egypt took away my land, from the Arnon to the Jabbok and to the Jordan; now therefore restore it peaceably.” 14 Jephthah again sent messengers to the king of the Ammonites 15 and said to him, “Thus says Jephthah: Israel did not take away the land of Moab or the land of the Ammonites, 16 but when they came up from Egypt, Israel went through the wilderness to the Red Sea and came to Kadesh. 17 Israel then sent messengers to the king of Edom, saying, ‘Please let us pass through your land,’ but the king of Edom would not listen. And they sent also to the king of Moab, but he would not consent. So Israel remained at Kadesh."
So Israel asked both for permission to pass through their land, but were refused (v 16-18). 
Then they traveled towards the land in question, north of the Arnon and south of the Jabbok rivers, where the Amorites under King Sihon lived (v 19). Sihon attacked them (v 20). Israel won the battle and so won the land by right of conquest, and so we read in verse 21-22, "And the LORD, the God of Israel, gave Sihon and all his people into the hand of Israel, and they defeated them. So Israel took possession of all the land of the Amorites, who inhabited that country. 22 And they took possession of all the territory of the Amorites from the Arnon to the Jabbok and from the wilderness to the Jordan."
The land was never the Ammonites’ (who lived north of the Jabbok), and it was won by Israel fairly from the Amorites. 
Theological (v 23-24). 
Jephthah uses an assumption held in common by all the peoples of that time and place. The Lord, the God of Israel, obviously gave Israel the land of the Amorites, by enabling them to defeat Sihon (v 23). Surely, the Ammonites would do the same if their god, Chemosh, gave them a victory (v 24). 
Judges 11:23-24, "So then the LORD, the God of Israel, dispossessed the Amorites from before his people Israel; and are you to take possession of them? 24 Will you not possess what Chemosh your god gives you to possess? And all that the LORD our God has dispossessed before us, we will possess."

By using their own religious premises, Jephthah argues that the Lord, the God of Israel, gave them the land. There are two ways of reading Jephthah’s words here. One (the more positive) is that he is accommodating himself to the Ammonites’ worldview—namely, that each nation’s god “gives” that nation a portion of the land—even though as an Israelite he knows this is a mistaken view, because the Lord is the only God, and rules all nations. 
The other (more negative) option is that Jephthah is himself adopting that worldview—that he knows so little of the God of Israel that he does see him as one god among many. I take the first view, though given what follows, it is clear that Jephthah has adopted some pagan ideas about how to relate to God. 
Logically (v 25-28). 

 Logically, he argues from common sense reminding him of Balak debacle. Many year ago, Balak. king of Moab, hired Balaam to prophecy against Israel. Many attempts fail, Balak gives up, and Israel has lived among them ever since. In essence, he argues why they waited 300 years to bring up this issue.
Judges 11:25-28, "Now are you any better than Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab? Did he ever contend against Israel, or did he ever go to war with them? 26 While Israel lived in Heshbon and its villages, and in Aroer and its villages, and in all the cities that are on the banks of the Arnon, 300 years, why did you not deliver them within that time? 27 I therefore have not sinned against you, and you do me wrong by making war on me. The LORD, the Judge, decide this day between the people of Israel and the people of Ammon.” 28 But the king of the Ammonites did not listen to the words of Jephthah that he sent to him."
II. Serious Words (11:28-40).

Jephthah's Hasty Vow

After the king of Ammon rejected Jephthah’s diplomatic initiative the Israelite troops were mobilized. Before he led them into battle Jephthah vowed to God that whatever came out of the door of his house to meet him when he returned, victorious, would be sacrificed (to God) ‘as a burnt offering’ (v. 31).

Jephthah was a mighty man who was asked by the elders of Gilead to lead the people in a fight against the Ammonites. Prior to the battle, Jephthah made a vow to the Lord:
Judges 11:29-31, "Then the Spirit of the LORD was upon Jephthah, and he passed through Gilead and Manasseh and passed on to Mizpah of Gilead, and from Mizpah of Gilead he passed on to the Ammonites. 30 And Jephthah made a vow to the LORD and said, “If you will give the Ammonites into my hand, 31 then whatever comes out from the doors of my house to meet me when I return in peace from the Ammonites shall be the LORD’s, and I will offer it up for a burnt offering.”
Jephthah's Daughter
Jephthah then advanced against the Ammonites and the Lord delivered them into his hand. If this was the end of the account, then there would not be a supposed contradiction. However, when Jephthah returned home, his daughter came out of the house to meet him. When he saw her, He tore his clothes.  Judges 11:32-40, "So Jephthah crossed over to the Ammonites to fight against them, and the LORD gave them into his hand. 33 And he struck them from Aroer to the neighborhood of Minnith, twenty cities, and as far as Abel-keramim, with a great blow. So the Ammonites were subdued before the people of Israel. 

34 Then Jephthah came to his home at Mizpah. And behold, his daughter came out to meet him with tambourines and with dances. She was his only child; besides her he had neither son nor daughter. 35 And as soon as he saw her, he tore his clothes and said, “Alas, my daughter! You have brought me very low, and you have become the cause of great trouble to me. For I have opened my mouth to the LORD, and I cannot take back my vow.”
36 And she said to him, “My father, you have opened your mouth to the LORD; do to me according to what has gone out of your mouth, now that the LORD has avenged you on your enemies, on the Ammonites.” 37 So she said to her father, “Let this thing be done for me: leave me alone two months, that I may go up and down on the mountains and weep for my virginity, I and my companions.” 38 So he said, “Go.” Then he sent her away for two months, and she departed, she and her companions, and wept for her virginity on the mountains. 39 And at the end of two months, she returned to her father, who did with her according to his vow that he had made. She had never known a man, and it became a custom in Israel 40 that the daughters of Israel went year by year to lament [commemorate] the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite four days in the year."
Obviously, Jephthah expected to see an animal come out of the house upon his return, but that wasn’t the case. After granting his daughter two months with her friends to mourn over the fact that she would never marry, the Bible states, “And it was so at the end of two months that she returned to her father, and he carried out his vow with her which he had vowed” (Judges 11:39).
What Happened?
What happened here?  Did Jephthah give his daughter as a human sacrifice? Though in the pagan culture where he lived, it is true that this was the practice, I believe the text leads us to another conclusion for a number of reasons.  I believe Jephthah was rash with his words, and had it been an animal he would have sacrificed it. 

I think the controversy comes in verse 31 which, from what I've studied, could be translated two ways.  Judges 11:31 we read Jephthah's vow: "whatever comes out from the doors of my house to meet me when I return in peace from the Ammonites shall be the LORD’s, and [or] I will offer it up for a burnt offering.”   I am opting for the "or" reading of verse 31 for three reasons.

Three Reasons
Instead, it is likely that Jephthah gave his daughter to be a lifelong virgin who would serve at Israel’s sanctuary. The text stresses that she was a virgin, so this is a strong possibility. I think this is the correct way to take the text for three main reasons:'

1. Hall of  Faith

First, Judges 11:29 states that “the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah.” It was then that Jephthah asked for victory in the battle.  It was not unlawful to vow to the Lord. It seems to be a vow of faith, especially since Jephthah is listed in Hebrews 11, sometimes called the “Hall of Faith.”  Hebrews 11:32, "And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets..."  What a list!   
2. A Godly Character
Second, Judges 11:14–27 shows that Jephthah was quite familiar with Israel’s history and how God had given them possession of the land. He was a godly man.  Though he was...
1. The son of a harlot (Illegitimate) – and his mother possibly non-Jew

2. And though he was forced out of his father’s house by Gilead’s legitimate sons, yet...
3. He was known as a “man of valor” (RSV) Judges 11:1.  He was not a rash character. Notice how he dealt with the men who had wronged him when they came to ask his help (Judges 11:5-10), and also his patient dealings with the King of Ammon (12-27). He was not rash, but calm, controlled, sober, balanced, and reasonable.
4. He knew the Bible and the history of redemption and used it to argue with the King of Ammon (Judges 11:12-27). Knowing the books of Moses well, he would have known that human sacrifice was forbidden.  
3. The Commemoration of Jephthah's Daughter
Thirdly, the people of Israel commemorated the virginity of Jephthah's daughter every year.  Why would Israel celebrate the human sacrifice of a daughter of Israel?
Lessons from Jephthah's Vow
1. The ultimate sacrifice is not the virginity of Jephthah's daughter, but our Lord Jesus Christ's sacrifice on the Cross of Calvary.  For our enemies to be defeated (self, Satan, this world), Christ had to be offered up to God.
2. Words are powerful.  They mean something. Consider these guidelines from Tim Keller.
COMMUNICATION GUIDELINES

(These communication guidelines were provided by Timothy Keller of Redeemer Presbyterian Church of New York City.)

First read Proverbs 18:21; 25:11; Job 19:2; James 3:8-10; I Peter 3:10; Ephesians 4:25-32. 

Think about the guidelines and study the supporting Scripture verses. Rate yourself on each of these items : Excellent (3), Good (2), Fair (1), Poor (0).

1. Be a ready listener and do not answer until the other person has finished talking (Prov. 18:13; James 1:19).

2. Be slow to speak. Think first. Don't be hasty in your words. Speak in such a way that the other person can understand and accept what you say (Prov. 15:23, 28; 29:20; James 1:19).


3. Don't go to bed angry! Each day clear the offenses of that day. Speak the truth always, but do it in love. Do not exaggerate (Eph. 4:15, 25; Col. 3:8; Matt. 6:34).


4. Do not use silence to frustrate the other person. Explain why you are hesitant to talk at this time (Prov. 15:28; 16:21, 23; 10:19; 18:2; Col. 4:6; Prov. 20:15).


5. Do not become involved in quarrels. It is possible to disagree without quarreling (Prov. 17:14; 20:3; Rom. 13:13; Eph. 4:31).

6. Do not respond in uncontrolled anger. Use a soft and kind response and tone of voice (Prov. 14:29; 15:1; 25:15; 29:11; Eph. 4:26, 31).


7. When you are in the wrong, admit it and ask for forgiveness and ask how you can change (James 5:16; Prov. 12:15; 16:2; 21:2, 29; 20:6; Matt. 5:23-25; Luke 17:3).

8. When someone confesses to you, tell him/her you forgive him/her. Be sure it is forgiven and not brought up to the person, to others, or to yourself! (Prov. 17:9; Eph. 4:32; Col. 3:13; I Pet. 4:8).


9. Avoid nagging (Prov. 10:19; 17:9; 16:21, 23; 18:6, 7; 27:15; 21:19).


10. Do not blame or criticize the other person. Instead, restore . . . encourage ... edify (Rom. 14:13; Gal. 6:1; I Thess. 5:11).

11. If someone verbally attacks, criticizes, or blames you, do not respond in the same manner (Rom. 12:17, 21; I Pet. 2:23; 3:9).


12. Try to understand the other person's opinion. Make allowances for differences (Prov. 18:2, 13, 15; Phil. 3:15, 16).


13. Be concerned about the interests of others (Phil. 2:3; Eph. 4:2; Rom. 12:15).
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