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 “If you will not have death unto sin, you shall have sin unto death. There is no alternative. If you do not die to sin, you shall die for sin. If you do not slay sin, sin will slay you.”
Charles Haddon Spurgeon
O

pen your Bible to Judges 10. We are continuing in a series the book of Judges. This evening we are asking the question, “Save Me From Myself!”
Grace When We Don’t Ask For It
In the rule of Abimelech, Israel plumbs new depths. Yet there is more to come “after Abimelech” (Judges 10:1). 
Judges 10:1–2, “After Abimelech there arose to save Israel Tola the son of Puah, son of Dodo, a man of Issachar, and he lived at Shamir in the hill country of Ephraim. 2 And he judged Israel twenty-three years. Then he died and was buried at Shamir.”

 This is the same language used of Deborah, one of the best of the judges. God has raised up someone else who saved and led Israel in the way she did. And he is followed by another twenty-two years of peace under Jair (v 3). This is the sheer grace of God. 
Under Abimelech, the people have completely abandoned the Lord. They have opted to be led by a man who was chosen not by the Lord, but by himself, who was recommended not by the Lord’s divine commission but by his own power. 
Israel’s True Enemy: Themselves!

Israel have sunk to the depths and they are not even crying out in repentance, yet God sends them Tola and Jair to be the judge-saviors they are not asking for. But unlike the earlier non-cyclical judge, Shamgar, no enemy is named (3:31). Who did Tola rise to save Israel from? Chapter 9 gives the answer! Tola saved Israel from itself. 
God’s people, ultimately, need a leader who will rescue us from ourselves—from the failings and ambitions of our own hearts, and from the divisions and strife among us. It is a great reminder that the church’s greatest problem is the church! When we see churches with godly, humble leadership; with gospel-centered unity; which enjoy and pursue and share peace with justice and love—we, unlike Gideon and Abimelech, must give thanks to the God who has, in his grace, given us the Spirit to transform our hearts and restore our relationships.

I. Save me from my ingratitude.
Judges 10:1–2, “After Abimelech there arose to save Israel Tola the son of Puah, son of Dodo, a man of Issachar, and he lived at Shamir in the hill country of Ephraim. 2 And he judged Israel twenty-three years. Then he died and was buried at Shamir.”

We read about Jair in verses 3-5, “After him arose Jair the Gileadite, who judged Israel twenty-two years. 4 And he had thirty sons who rode on thirty donkeys, and they had thirty cities, called Havvoth-jair to this day, which are in the land of Gilead. 5 And Jair died and was buried in Kamon.”

Nor Were They Thankful

One of the signs of a culture headed to destruction is ingratitude.  Paul speaks of those who had abandoned God in Romans 1:21, “although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.”

Ingratitude is a form of pride.  Think of the warnings of Proverbs 16:18, “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.” When you become a know-it-all and are not willing to listen to anyone, you ought to take heed.  What we find is Israel suffered from ingratitude. They had a sense of entitlement.
45 Years of Prosperity and Peace

Israel’s lack of gratitude to the Lord (vv. 1–5). For forty-five years, the people of Israel enjoyed peace and security, thanks to the leadership of Tola and Jair. We know little about these two judges, but the fact that they kept Israel’s enemies away for nearly half a century would suggest that they were faithful men, who served the Lord and the nation well. Tola was from the tribe of Issachar, and Jair from the Transjordan tribes, the area known as Gilead.

James 1:17, “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.”

If Jair had thirty sons, he must have had a plurality of wives and a great deal of wealth. In that day, only wealthy people could afford to provide their children with their own personal donkeys (5:10; 12:9, 14). In addition, each son had a city under his authority. This arrangement looks to us like nepotism, but at least it helped keep the peace.


The people of Israel, however, didn’t take advantage of these years of peace to grow in their relationship to the Lord. After the death of Jair, the nation openly returned to idolatry and once again invited the chastening of the Lord. They enjoyed forty-five years of peace and prosperity but didn’t take time to thank the Lord for what He had done for them. The essence of idolatry is enjoying God’s gifts but not being grateful to the Giver, and Israel was guilty.

The Pleasures of Sin

Sam Storms says it this way, “Sin comes to us, taps us on the shoulder or tugs at our shirttail and whispers in our ear: “You deserve better than what God has provided. He’s holding out on you. You deserve to feel good about yourself. I’ll affirm you in a way no one else can. Why live in misery any longer? Come to me. I’ll give you a sense of power you’ve never known before. I’ll expand your influence. I’ll fill your heart with a sense of accomplishment. I’ll nourish your soul. You’ve never had a physical rush like the one I’ve got in store for you. Obeying God is boring. It’s a pain. He’s always telling you to do stuff that’s difficult and burdensome and inconvenient or ordering you to forsake the few things that really bring you happiness. Come on. You’ve only got one life. Obedience is ugly. My way is fun. My way feels good.”

Moses: Suffering Affliction Rather Than Enjoying Sin


I love the insight of Hebrews 11:24-26, “By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; 25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; 26 Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward.”
Gratitude: A Defense against Idolatry

I heard of a man who asked God’s blessing after the meal. Praying before the meal was logical and biblical, but why pray after you’ve finished dessert and coffee? Then I discovered Deuteronomy 8:10, “When you have eaten and are full, then you shall bless the Lord your God for the good land which He has given you” (NKJV). We might want to follow that example. If we did, it might keep us from ignoring the Lord while enjoying His blessings. Thanksgiving glorifies God (Ps. 69:30) and is a strong defense against selfishness and idolatry.

II. Save me from my inaction.
Coasting is Dangerous

Often you and I fall into sin because of inaction.  We think holiness and progressive sanctification are for the special people.  We don’t serve because we may not be specially gifted in any area.  So we coast.  Coasting is dangerous.  It’s what the people of Israel did.  

God Used Ordinary Men

Six out of the Twelve Judges are ordinary people. After the reign of Abimelech, God does not immediately raise up one amazing man or woman to deliver his people. Instead, He raises up five ordinary men to protect his people from getting worse. This time there are no external enemies. There are no brutal oppressions. There are no mighty battles. There are no feats of strength by amazing heroes. There are 12 judges total and the records of the first five judges extended over 300 verses. The next five judges are given all of 13 verses—and I doubt you could name one before today. These are the minor Judges (6). They are not minor because they are unimportant, but because few details are provided about them. But these men are judges, raised up by God to be faithful among the unfaithful, raised up to defend God’s honor, raised up to protect God’s people, raised up to accomplish his mission in their time. These men are not presented as warriors but as husbands, fathers, and civic leaders in a time of relative inactivity.
Serve the Lord with Gladness

Listen, we need to serve the Lord with gladness!  Psalm 100:1–5, “Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth.  2 Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into his presence with singing! 3 Know that the LORD, he is God!  It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.   4  Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise!  Give thanks to him; bless his name! 5 For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.”
III. Save me from my old desires.
Charles Haddon Spurgeon (19th century London preacher) said: “If you will not have death unto sin, you shall have sin unto death. There is no alternative. If you do not die to sin, you shall die for sin. If you do not slay sin, sin will slay you.” 
Judges 10:6, “The people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and served the Baals and the Ashtaroth, the gods of Syria, the gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab, the gods of the Ammonites, and the gods of the Philistines. And they forsook the LORD and did not serve him.”

Apart from Grace We Would Quickly Fall Away

Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord. They served the Baals and the Ashtoreths, and the gods of Aram, the gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab, the gods of the Ammonites and the gods of the Philistines. And … the Israelites forsook the Lord and no longer served him’ (10:6).
  Don’t think the old desires for sin are not still remaining in you.  Of course no true child of God will ultimately forsake the Lord as Israel did, but if the Lord did not deal with us in His chastening love we would quickly fall away.  
Mind Renewal

Ephesians 4:17-24, “This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, 18 having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart; 19 who, being past feeling, have given themselves over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. 20 But you have not so learned Christ, 21 if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22 that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.”

Hard Work

Mind renewal is hard work.  CJ Mahaney spoke of this in his book: The Cross Centered Life, “Sanctification is a process – the process of becoming more like Christ, of growing in holiness. This process begins the instant you are converted and will not end until you meet Jesus face-to-face. Sanctification is about our own choices and behavior. It involves work.  Empowered by God’s Spirit, we strive. We fight sin. We study Scripture and pray, even when we don’t feel like it. We flee temptation. We press on; we run hard in the pursuit of holiness. And as we become more and more sanctified, the power of the gospel conforms us more and more closely, with ever-increasing clarity, to the image of Jesus Christ.”

How to Deal with Setbacks
Do you ever get discouraged at the setbacks in your life?  Romans 7:24–25, “O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin.”  Romans 7:18, “For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out.”

Paul gave us the answer to this in Romans 6:12–14, “Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. 13 Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.”

Conclusion

Let me close with a quote from Puritan Richard Baxter: “Use sin as it will use you; spare it not, for it will not spare you; it is your murderer, and the murderer of the world: use it, therefore as a murderer should be used.  Kill it before it kills you; and though it bring you to the grave, as it did your Head, it shall not be able to keep you there.” Ultimately we must pray, “Lord, save me from myself!”
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