Gideon, Part 2
The Joy of Weakness
Judges 6:11-27
___________________________________________

Judges
Prepared by: Matthew S. Black

Sunday, November 17, 2013, 5pm at Living Hope Church of Roselle, Illinois TC "Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
 “For men have no taste for [God’s power] till they are convinced of their need of it and they immediately forget its value unless they are conditionally reminded by awareness of their own weakness.”
John Calvin
· Tomorrow – Impromptu workday.  If you can make it come any time during the day or evening.  9am to 1pm and 5pm to 9pm.
O

pen your Bible to Judges 6. We are continuing in a series the book of Judges. This evening we are looking a message entitled: “The Joy of Weakness.”
 
John Calvin said, “For men have no taste for [God’s power] till they are convinced of their need of it and they immediately forget its value unless they are conditionally reminded by awareness of their own weakness.”

Today we are going to see how God often chooses the least likely of people to do His work.  1 Corinthians 1:26–29, “For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of God.”
Last week we saw how the people of Israel were given into the hands of the Midianites and their neighbors. The people cried out (v7) to the Lord. But before God sent a Savior, He gave a sermon through a prophet. 
A Sermon before A Savior

Now we expect God to raise up a deliverer, a judge (as in 3:9, 15; 4:4, 6-7). But instead, “When the people of Israel cried out to the LORD on account of the Midianites, 8 the LORD sent a prophet to the people of Israel.” (6:7-8). God’s first response to the people’s cry is not to send a savior or salvation, but to give them a sermon! Before they can appreciate the rescue that will come, the people need to understand why they need rescuing. The prophet comes and helps them to understand why they are in the trouble they are in. He wants them to understand where their idolatry—their sin—has led them.

The nature of the sermon shows that God is trying to convict the people so that they will be truly repentant—which suggests that the “crying out” of verses 6-7 is not a sign of real repentance. Their history, after the deaths of Othniel, Ehud and Deborah, is strong evidence that their sorrow was skin-deep, not heartfelt. So God reminds them of two things: what he has done, and what they have done. What has he done?

Judges 6:8b-10a, “And he said to them, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: I led you up from Egypt and brought you out of the house of slavery. 9 And I delivered you from the hand of the Egyptians and from the hand of all who oppressed you, and drove them out before you and gave you their land. 10 And I said to you, ‘I am the LORD your God; you shall not fear the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell.’
And we find what God’s people did: “But you have not obeyed my voice” (vs. 10b).
Regret & Repentance

Regret and repentance are not the same thing.  Consider the contrast in 2 Corinthians 7:10–11. Regret is sorrow over the consequences of sin, not the sin itself. Regret focuses on me., on what I have lost, how my heart is breaking. Repentance is about turning back to God; it is God centered. True godly repentance considers how God has been grieved and His holiness violated, not receiving the honor He deserves.

Regret stays sad and bitter – it is completely self-centered. Repentance isn’t like this, because with true repentance comes total restoration with God. 

I. Self-centered perspective (6:11-16).

Gideon has the wrong idea of success, so God takes some time to teach him a new perspective.
The Wrong View of Pain
In response to the angel’s opening assurance: “The Lord is with you” (Judges 6:12), Gideon suggests that God actually isn’t with him! His argument is: God clearly isn’t with us, because he has put us into Midian’s hands instead of rescuing us like he did our ancestors. Of course, we (the readers) know that God put them into the hands of Midian because he had not abandoned them, and so was working in their circumstances to show them the poverty of idolatry and to cause them to cry out to him in repentance and for rescue. 

Hebrews 12:6, “For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.” 

Chastening is evidence of God’s hatred for sin and His love for His people. We can’t conceive of a holy God wanting anything less than His very best for His children, and the best He can give us is a holy character like that of Jesus Christ. Obedience to the Lord builds character, but sin destroys character; and God cannot sit idly by and watch His children destroy themselves.


God Has not Abandoned You.  You Abandoned God.

God’s point has already been made, in verse 10, through his prophet: I have not abandoned you, but you have abandoned me.  “But you have not obeyed my voice” (vs. 10b).
The people were crying out to the Lord for help (6:7), as people usually do when they’re in trouble. The Israelites gave no evidence of real repentance, but their affliction moved God’s loving heart. “In all their affliction He was afflicted” (Isa. 63:9). “He does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities” (Ps. 103:10, NIV). God in His mercy doesn’t give us what we do deserve; and in His grace, He gives us what we don’t deserve.

Introducing the Messenger of the Lord

In verse 11, we are introduced to the angel or better, the Messenger of the Lord. The Messenger of the Lord is a Being who is interchangeable with YHWH and identical at times to Him. He is YHWH’s visible manifestation. As we consider this, we think of the New Testament truth that Jesus is “the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him” (Col. 1:15–16).

Mighty Man of Valor?

Judges 6:11-14, “Now the angel of the LORD came and sat under the terebinth at Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon was beating out wheat in the winepress to hide it from the Midianites. 12 And the angel of the LORD appeared to him and said to him, “The LORD is with you, O mighty man of valor.”
This is a strange situation. Gideon is hiding from the Midianites- and God says, You are a mighty man of valor.

When you consider the kind of man Gideon was at this time, you wonder why God selected him; but God often chooses the “weak things of this world” to accomplish great things for His glory (1 Cor. 1:26–29). 

Gideon’s family worshiped Baal (Jdg. 6:25–32), although we have no reason to believe that Gideon joined them. When Gideon called himself “the least in my father’s house” (v. 15), he may have been suggesting that his family treated him like an outcast because he didn’t worship Baal. Gideon wasn’t a man of strong faith or courage, and God had to patiently work with him to prepare him for leadership. God is always ready to make us what we ought to be if we’re willing to submit to His will

The Wrong View of Success
 13 And Gideon said to him, “Please, sir, if the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all his wonderful deeds that our fathers recounted to us, saying, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?’ But now the LORD has forsaken us and given us into the hand of Midian.” 
14 And the LORD turned to him and said, “Go in this might of yours and save Israel from the hand of Midian; do not I send you?”
Now, in response to Gideon’s implicit suggestion that they need an Egypt-style rescuer, another Moses, God says: You are the salvation I am sending. You are my mighty warrior (v 12). You are the Moses for this generation of my people.

A Wrong View of Power
 15 And he said to him, “Please, Lord, how can I save Israel? Behold, my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s house.” 16 And the LORD said to him, “But I will be with you, and you shall strike the Midianites as one man.” 
Gideon’s idea of success is completely different than what the Lord has. We are often waiting for God to do something to us or for us, or wondering why he doesn’t use someone to bring help. We essentially say: Lord, why don’t you remove this problem? instead of saying: Lord, please make me the person who can handle this situation.

Gideon, a Mighty Warrior? Yes!  God Says So!

Gideon objects that he is “the least in my family” (v 15)—he is, economically and socially, the poorest member of the weakest clan of a non-prominent Israelite tribe. “how can [he] save Israel?” (v 15). Yet the angel has already very pointedly called Gideon a “mighty warrior” (v 12). Why? Gideon is the kind of man who hides fearfully in a winepress to thresh his wheat! Some think God is mocking Gideon—crouching in that winepress is hardly the action of a fearless warrior!

But all of these fail to take seriously either God’s power, or his word. If God says Gideon is a mighty warrior, then he is. He is to use his own abilities (v 14). But Gideon’s potential (realized or not) is not alone sufficient. It needs to be combined with the knowledge that “I [am] sending you … I will be with you” (v 14, 16). Gideon is correct to suggest that he cannot save Israel—in his own strength. God is correct to tell him that he will save Israel—using his own strength, combined with knowing that God has called him to this task, and is with him in it. As God’s people today, we need the same attitude in the areas of service to which God has called us.

God’s Commands are God’s Enablements

It has often been said that “God’s commandments are God’s enablements.” Once God has called and commissioned us, all we have to do is obey Him by faith, and He will do the rest. God cannot lie and God never fails. Faith means obeying God in spite of what we see, how we feel, or what the consequences might be

II. A right perspective only comes from turning our eyes to God (6:17-26).

A Sign

Judges 6:17-21, “And he [Gideon] said to him [the Angel of the Lord], “If now I have found favor in your eyes, then show me a sign that it is you who speak with me. 18 Please do not depart from here until I come to you and bring out my present and set it before you.” And he [the Angel of the Lord] said, “I will stay till you return.” 

19 So Gideon went into his house and prepared a young goat and unleavened cakes from an ephah of flour. The meat he put in a basket, and the broth he put in a pot, and brought them to him under the terebinth and presented them. 20 And the angel of God said to him, “Take the meat and the unleavened cakes, and put them on this rock, and pour the broth over them.” And he did so. 21 Then the angel of the LORD reached out the tip of the staff that was in his hand and touched the meat and the unleavened cakes. And fire sprang up from the rock and consumed the meat and the unleavened cakes. And the angel of the LORD vanished from his sight.”
Gideon asked for a sign to assure him that it was really the Lord who was speaking to him (1 Cor. 1:22), and the Lord was gracious to accommodate Himself to Gideon’s unbelief. Gideon prepared a sacrifice, which was a costly thing to do at a time when food was scarce. An ephah of flour was about a half a bushel, enough to make bread for a family for several days. It probably took him an hour to dress the meat and prepare the unleavened cakes, but God waited for him to return and then consumed the offering by bringing fire from the rock.

The sudden appearance of the fire and disappearance of the visitor convinced Gideon that indeed he had seen God and spoken to Him, and this frightened him even more. 

Two Altars

22 Then Gideon perceived that he was the angel of the LORD. And Gideon said, “Alas, O Lord GOD! For now I have seen the angel of the LORD face to face.” 23 But the LORD said to him, “Peace be to you. Do not fear; you shall not die.” 24 Then Gideon built an altar there to the LORD and called it, The LORD Is Peace. To this day it still stands at Ophrah, which belongs to the Abiezrites.”
Gideon’s response to the Angel of the LORD is one of enormous gratitude. He knows that he should have perished, having looked upon the face of the holy God (see Exodus 33:20). But he also knows that somehow, God has provided grace so that he can be at peace with him. “So Gideon built an altar to the Lord there and called it The Lord is Peace” (Judges 6:24).

Tearing Down the Altar to Asherah and Baal

Gideon has built an altar to the true, saving God; now he must tear one down which is used to serve a false god, replacing it with one dedicated to the Lord (v 25-26). And this altar belongs to his own father. It is no surprise that Joash has an altar and a pole for the worshiping of Canaanite deities. While he had clearly taught his children about the exodus from Egypt and the Lord who had rescued their forefathers (v 13), he had also chosen to serve Baal and Asherah (v 25). The Israelites had not abandoned worship of God for idols. They had combined the worship of God with idols. They worshiped God formally, but in fact their lives revolved around agricultural idols (if they were farmers), or commerce idols (if they were in business), or sex-and-beauty idols, and so on.

Gideon has built an altar to the true, saving God; now he must tear one down which is used to serve a false god, replacing it with one dedicated to the Lord (v 25-26). And this altar belongs to his own father.

We Cannot Worship God AND Idols

Judges 6:25–27, “That night the LORD said to him, “Take your father’s bull, and the second bull seven years old, and pull down the altar of Baal that your father has, and cut down the Asherah that is beside it 26 and build an altar to the LORD your God on the top of the stronghold here, with stones laid in due order. Then take the second bull and offer it as a burnt offering with the wood of the Asherah that you shall cut down.” 27 So Gideon took ten men of his servants and did as the LORD had told him. But because he was too afraid of his family and the men of the town to do it by day, he did it by night. 

The Israelites had not abandoned worship of God for idols. They had combined the worship of God with idols. They worshiped God formally, but in fact their lives revolved around agricultural idols (if they were farmers), or commerce idols (if they were in business), or sex-and-beauty idols, and so on. 

Before they can throw off the enemies around them (the Midianites), they have to throw off the enemies among them (the false idols of Canaan). This is always the main way that we get renewal in our lives. God will not help us out of our obvious, visible problems (money problems, relationship problems, etc) until we see the idols that we are worshiping right beside the Lord. They have to be removed first.

Conclusion: 
The reformer Martin Luther said “One with God is a majority.”  Our weakness cannot be fortified by idols.  We are all so weak that both Jesus and Paul said we can only be slaves.  We are either going to be a slave to idols or a slave to God.
As weak as Gideon looks here, he soon got the nickname “Jerubaal” –The one who contends with Baal.  He took a stand in His weakness, and the Lord blessed him.

In Gideon’s weakness, all he had to depend on was the Lord.  Paul had a good perspective on weakness. 2 Corinthians 12:7-10, “So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”

Looking Unto Jesus 

In our weakness, we’ve got to consider that all God’s servants were week.  We need to look to Jesus.  Hebrews 12:1–2, “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.”
· What are the false gods which are demanding that you worship them alongside the one true God? 

· Are there parts of your life where you need to ask God to point you to his Son so that you can trust more fully in his promises?
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