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 “The world has yet to see what God will do with and for and through and in and by the man who is fully consecrated to Him.”
Henry Varley
O

pen your Bible to Judges 4. We are continuing in a series the book of Judges. This evening we are looking a message entitled: “Celebrating Grace in Mothers.”

That moment when you see manifestations that God's grace is greater than the impact of your depravity is awesome! Thank you Jesus, the second and perfect Adam, for flawlessly fulfilling the laws demands, completely satisfying God's wrath and graciously interceding for me today. If you are in Him, you can say “He is Deliverer, my Atonement, my Advocate (Mark Bouslog).

Judges & the Story of God

I think it is important that we remember how we read the Bible before delving into another dark and confusing episode in Judges. Many approach the Bible as if it is some kind of cosmic road map or a guide for daily life. We use it like we use Google, when we have a question, we look for a verse. And while the Bible does provide a lot of helpful wisdom and information - answering all of MY questions is not what the Bible is for.  

In fact, the Bible is not about men at all. The story of the Bible is about God, his name and his fame. The salvation of men is simply the medium God uses to reveal his awesomeness to the highest degree.

Since the Bible’s primary purpose is not to teach us what to do, but to display who God is and declare what God has done, we won’t waste our time searching for some perfect moral lesson to apply to our lives from Judges 4. Instead, we’re going to see how today’s passage confronts us with God too big to comprehend or explain. 
No One Escapes the Effects of Sin

Not only does Judges help us see that no one, not even God’s chosen people cannot escape the effects of sin, we also see that unfaithful people and their unfaithful choices cannot stop a faithful God from completing his mission of love to His people.  Inexplicably, God even USES unfaithful choices to bring about salvation. Though at times He is silent, He is always working; and though things are unexpected to us, the Alimighty is never surprised. Though things feel chaotic, God is always in control and His plans always come together.  What we see in the book of Judges is that God can make a mess and turn it into a masterpiece.
In the book of Judges, God’s plans have been somewhat uniform—Israel sins, God punishes, Israel cries, and God delivers through an individual. Today’s story is not about one judge, but three—TWO OF WHICH ARE WOMEN—confusing us to exactly which one is the deliverer. Today’s story of Deborah, Barak, and Jael starts like a bad joke—a judge, a general, and a harlot walk into a bar. The first is a faithful female prophet, the only identified as filling the office of a judge. The second is a partially faithful general, the only one affirmed in the New Testament for his faith as a judge. And the third is unfaithful pagan, the only one who actually does the delivering.

Jabin & Sisera (1-3)

Judges 4 is the narrative of what happens and Judges 5, the song of Deborah, gives us commentary on what happens. With the death of Ehud, there is nothing or no one left to restrain them from pursuing whatever “new” gods show up. When Ehud was alive, the people remained faithful. When he died, they quickly sinned again. The Israelites prove that there is one that that never changes—apart from God, men are sinful to their core. There is nothing EXTERNAL that can fix the INTERNAL problem we have. 
God punishes their idolatry by “selling” them to Jabin, the king of Canaan ,who reigned just North of the Sea of Galilee. Jabin was not so much a name as it was a title for the leader of the Canaanites like Pharaoh was for the Egyptians. 
Judges 4:1-3, “And the people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD after Ehud died. 2 And the LORD sold them into the hand of Jabin king of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor. The commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-hagoyim. 3 Then the people of Israel cried out to the LORD for help, for he had 900 chariots of iron and he oppressed the people of Israel cruelly for twenty years.”
General Sisera was Ruthless

Now, apparently, power has returned and the kingdom of Canaan has a substantial army led by a commander named Sisera. Sisera has a force of 900 chariots at his disposal, which he uses to oppress Israel CRUELLY for 20 years. The nature of that cruelty is recorded in Judges 5:30 when Sisera’s cold-hearted mother is worried about her cold-blooded son who has not returned. She says:

Judges 5:28–30
            28       “Out of the window she peered, 

      the mother of Sisera wailed through the lattice: 

                  ‘Why is his chariot so long in coming? 

      Why tarry the hoofbeats of his chariots?’ 

            29       Her wisest princesses answer, 

      indeed, she answers herself, 

            30       ‘Have they not found and divided the spoil?— 

      A womb or two for every man; 

                  spoil of dyed materials for Sisera, 

      spoil of dyed materials embroidered, 

      two pieces of dyed work embroidered for the neck as spoil?’ 
In other words, Sisera is an evil man who has spent the last twenty years conquering the men of Isarel, raping the women of Israel, and pillaging the riches of Israel. Eventually, Israel cries and God in His perfect justice raises up two women to bring down this monster.

I. God’s grace to a mother (4-7)
Judge Deborah (4-7)

Judges 4:4-7, “Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel at that time. 5 She used to sit under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim, and the people of Israel came up to her for judgment. 6 She sent and summoned Barak the son of Abinoam from Kedesh-naphtali and said to him, “Has not the LORD, the God of Israel, commanded you, ‘Go, gather your men at Mount Tabor, taking 10,000 from the people of Naphtali and the people of Zebulun. 7 And I will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet you by the river Kishon with his chariots and his troops, and I will give him into your hand’?”
The Courtroom

As a prophetess, Deborah prophesies the Word of God (we see her doing this in verse 6: “Has not the LORD, the God of Israel, commanded you, ‘Go …”). And she is “judging Israel” (v 4)—“she held court.” This is not a queen’s court; rather, it is an actual courtroom, where Israelites would come to have their “disputes decided” (v 5). Clearly, she was recognized as a wise counselor and judge, and people came to her to settle all sorts of social, legal and relational cases. In this way, Deborah is very different from all the other judges, before and after her. She led from wisdom and character, rather than sheer might. Where Othniel “went to war” (3:10) and Ehud made his assassination plan (3:16), Deborah counseled and guided the people.

A Mother in Israel

It would be wrong to think that Israel’s faithlessness has resulted in women being a leader. It is more that men’s abdication of leadership has resulted in a women stepping up to lead. Judges 5.7 gives us the style and sense of Deborah’s time as a judge, “Deborah, arose as a mother in Israel.”

Scripture says that, when things were difficult and dark, Deborah arose as a MOTHER in Israel. In other words, Israel needs someone through their childish times. We all need people in our lives that will mother us, especially when we act like children.  Here is a good mother with courage, who instructs with the wisdom of God, one with the conviction to tell you the truth.

Deborah is a billboard for the faithfulness of God.  We don’t hear a lot of her own opinions, just the Word of God.  She is not real creative in what she says—she points everyone to God’s Word. 

Into the Hand of a Woman

Judges 4:8-9, “8 Barak said to her, “If you will go with me, I will go, but if you will not go with me, I will not go.” 9 And she said, “I will surely go with you. Nevertheless, the road on which you are going will not lead to your glory, for the LORD will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman.”
Deborah is not rebuking Barak, but simply telling him that though he will have to charge down the hillside into the teeth of nine hundred iron chariots, he will not get the honor for it! It’s a prophetic statement of fact, not a verdict on his faith.

Before we see Sisera’s gruesome end, we need to pause for a while and bring up the topic of women’s leadership, because the career of Deborah very obviously leads us to reflect on this subject.

Two Caveats 

Two caveats about this passage: 1. We should be cautious of reading narrative—the record of what happened—over-prescriptively, as a record of what should happen. And 2, we should use clear teaching in Scripture to help inform our view of more cloudy passages.

Israel is a State, Not the Church

Deborah is sort of a politician who also speaks for God. Remember, Israel is a state, not a church.  Deborah acted as a judge on a civil level.  Yes she spoke for God as to what battles were to be fought.

Women Could Not be Priests

A second insight is helpful. In Old Testament Israel, there were three great “offices”: prophet, priest and leader (king/judge). Some women (such as Deborah) were prophets; some were judges/queens (Deborah again!). None were priests (Numbers 3:10 and Leviticus 21 show that all priests were men, descended from Aaron). The Old Testament tells us that women are equal in value, dignity and ability, created as they are in God’s image and given dominion under him over his creation (Genesis 1:26-28). It also shows us that women were free to use their gifts in any role but that of priest.

The New Testament Role for Women

God reserves one role for men (1 Timothy 3:1): the role of elder/overseer/bishop. The office of elder is clearly reserved for men.  Just as women could not be priests in Israel during the days of Deborah, they may not hold the office of elder. Again this does not mean she does not have pastoral gifts that she uses with other women and children. 

To clarify, consider how Paul teaches in 1 Timothy 2:11-12, when he says women should not “teach or have authority” over men. Women certainly have pastoral gifts that they exercise with other women.  Women may teach men in contexts outside the local church, such as we had yesterday in a classroom context.  But a woman may not preach the Word of God to men exercising herself in an authoritative office in the Lord’s church. That is reserved for men. 

Godly mothers

Deborah was a godly mother in Israel. Godly mothers are the key to God’s blessing on our church.

John Wesley’s mother—Susanna Wesley—was the 25th of 25 children and she went on to bear a 19 children as well. John was the 15th of 19 children. John Wesley said, though he went on to higher learning, the entire foundation of his faith was laid by his mother.

Probably the best known Christian mother from antiquity is Monica (331-387), a monumental figure in her son Augustine's autobiography, Confessions. Mother of three children, wife of a difficult man, she longed to secure every good thing for Augustine. Early in his life, this meant sending him to the best schools, advancing his career, and protecting him from a socially disadvantageous marriage. Later, she devoted herself to a different goal: drawing her son into the kingdom of God by whatever means necessary.

Augustine would not listen to his Christian mother.  Monica could only pray and weep for her wayward boy. In Confessions, Augustine recalled a mother who "wept to [God] for me, shedding more tears for my spiritual death than other mothers shed for the bodily death of a son." Eventually Monica brought her concerns to a Christian pastor, Ambrose, who assured her, "It cannot be that the son of these tears should be lost."

After years of supplication, Monica's prayers were answered. Augustine embraced Christianity and came to appreciate fully his mother's spiritual labors on his behalf. She lived to see him become a Christian pastor and theologian and died in peace, having told him, "There was one reason, and one alone, why I wished to remain a little longer in this life, and that was to see you a true Christian before I died. God has granted my wish and more besides.”

What Can We Learn from Deborah

So what do we learn from Deborah for today?  We learn that Deborah was doing what all mothers should have been doing. She was a woman of courage and of the word. Yet, there was a lack of male leadership. She did not do anything wrong.  This is not the church – this is the nation of Israel. God used her mightily.  She was a mother to Israel.  She was a very wise and courageous woman.  The Bible speaks of these women everywhere.  Remember that women were the last disciples at the cross and the first at the empty tomb. They remained integral to the work of the church in its early centuries. 
Judges 5 gives us her song.  Deborah was a worshipper of YHWH.  She loved to worship the Lord.  She was actually a quiet woman.  She doesn’t say much except the Word of the Lord.

I pray God will raise up many Deborah’s in our church.  She only stands out because of a lack of male leadership.  I’m thankful for strong male leadership in our church, but O how I pray for God to raise up the Deborah’s who will be wise and discerning women in our church.
Celebrate Grace!

In chapter 5, Deborah sings a song of grace to God.  Chapter 4 record the events, but chapter 5, is the song of Deborah. Let us celebrate the fact that when all hope is gone in Israel, God raises up a Deborah.  In an age of apostasy, she was a faithful lady who loved the LORD.
� A few of the ideas and material in this message is directly from Timothy Keller, Judges For You (God's Word For You) The Good Book Company. 





