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 “The world has yet to see what God will do with and for and through and in and by the man who is fully consecrated to Him.”
Henry Varley
· Gospel’s Class – I’m cancelling most of my appointments this week…
O

pen your Bible to Judges 3:1-11. We are continuing in a series the book of Judges. This evening we are looking a message entitled: “Ordinary People.”

A Man Fully Consecrated

Mr. Henry Varley, the well known evangelist, sat together with DL Moody on a seat in a public park in Dublin, Ireland. Varley’s words were prophetic: "The world has yet to see what God will do with and for and through and in and by the man who is fully consecrated to Him." 
DL Moody’s heart raced.  "He said 'a man'" thought Moody, "he did not say, a great man, nor a learned man, nor a 'smart' man, but simply 'a man.' I am a man, and it lies with the man himself whether he will or will not make that entire and full consecration. I will try my utmost to be that man."
God uses ordinary people, and tonight we are going to see it in the book of Judges.  Othniel was Caleb’s brother.  But the two judges we are going to consider tonight, Ehud and Shamgar are simply ordinary men.  They are even perhaps less than ordinary.

Loosing Jericho
With Othniel’s death (Judges 3:11), the cycle begins again— Judges 3:12-14, “And the people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, and the Lord strengthened Eglon the king of Moab against Israel, because they had done what was evil in the sight of the Lord. 13 He [King Eglon of Moab] gathered to himself the Ammonites and the Amalekites, and went and defeated Israel. And they took possession of the city of palms [JERICHO]. 14 And the people of Israel served Eglon the king of Moab eighteen years.”
This time, God gives them over to Eglon, king of Moab. God’s people face not simply one king, but an alliance of enemies (v 13). And the subjection is worse—”they took possession of the City of Palms” (v 13), the city otherwise known as Jericho. This was the place where, supremely, God had given his obedient people victory over their enemies (Joshua 6); now this is the place where God “gave” Eglon victory over them. Further, the subjection is a decade longer (Judges 3:14). 
By the way, Rehab is likely alive among them.  This is her hometown.  Ruth is probably a little girl.  Some of the Talmudic rabbis have said that King Eglon of Moab is the father of Ruth and Orpah.

A Left Handed Deliverer

15 Then the people of Israel cried out to the Lord, and the Lord raised up for them a deliverer, Ehud, the son of Gera, the Benjaminite, a left-handed man.
As in the last cycle, the people respond to God sending trouble by crying out to him (v 15). “And he gave them a deliverer—Ehud, a left-handed man.” To the first readers of Judges, the greatest surprise in this narrative would have been that Ehud, the man God used, was “left-handed” (v 15). If you look up the references in the Bible to “right hand,” you will find that they are all quite positive. God swears by his right hand, he has pleasures by his right hand, and his chosen One sits at his right hand (Isaiah 62:8-9; Psalm 16:11; 110:1). Why? Since most people were right-handed, the right hand was a symbol of power and ability. 
Handicapped in the Right Hand – God’s Choice
You fought with your sword in your right hand. But Judges 3:15 literally says that Ehud was “unable to use his right hand.” That is what left handed means.  It is a Hebrew idiom that literally reads: “handicapped in the right hand.”

It is very possible that Ehud’s right hand was paralyzed or disabled in some way. Othniel was a typical “leader-type”: a warrior from a family of faithful men, in the tribe of Judah (who were chosen by God to be “the first to go up” into their inheritance, 1:1-2). Ehud is a surprising choice; in a society which was far more cruel than our own to people who were physically handicapped, he would have been considered ineffective. No one would have looked up to him or naturally chosen to follow him. So Ehud is an ulikely choice. Yet he is God’s choice.  
I. Our weaknesses are strategic  (12-30)
The Right (Left) Man 

Though Ehud is left handed, he is the right man for God.  In fact Ehud is uniquely suited for the task of deliverance God has chosen him for. He is sent “with tribute to Eglon king of Moab” (3:15).  15b The people of Israel sent tribute by him to Eglon the king of Moab.”

We are told what pagan King Eglon cannot know—that “16 And Ehud made for himself a sword with two edges, a cubit in length, and he bound it on his right thigh under his clothes.” (v 16). This introduces tension into the story. Right-handers carried their swords on the left. Will Ehud’s sword, hidden on his right side, go undetected? Can he get close enough to Eglon to use it? 
In verse 17, he cannot. He “presented the tribute to Eglon.” But here is added the detail (which later will prove crucial, and quite funny), that Eglon “was a very fat man.” Ehud and his delegation leave, but then Ehud sends them on and turns back himself with a secret message.

 19a  he himself turned back at the idols near Gilgal and said, “I have a secret message for you, O king.” We know what the “message” is! Now we see how Ehud is fitted for his role. 
19b And he commanded, “Silence.” And all his attendants went out from his presence. Pagan King Eglon does not expect a handicapped man to be in any way dangerous:  One commentator noted:

“If Ehud cannot wield a weapon in his right hand, all assume that he cannot wield one at all. This is why … he is admitted to the presence of the king [when] he asks for a private audience with Eglon. Because of his deformity, he presents no security risk to the Moabite.”

So, sword still hidden on his “wrong side,” Ehud approaches the king “while he was sitting alone” to deliver the message (v 20). The narrator makes very clear in verse 21 that it is Ehud’s left-handedness that allows him to strike down the tyrant who has demanded payment—tribute—from God’s people: “Ehud reached with his left hand, drew the sword from his right thigh and plunged it into the king’s belly” (v 21). It is the king’s obesity (perhaps he has grown fat on the tribute he has exacted?) which seals his fate (v 22). 22 And the hilt also went in after the blade, and the fat closed over the blade, for he did not pull the sword out of his belly; and the dung came out.
This explains why, as Ehud mounts his escape (v 23), the guards stay outside, assuming (based on what they can smell) that Eglon “must be relieving himself” (v 24). 23 Then Ehud went out into the porch and closed the doors of the roof chamber behind him and locked them. 24 When he had gone, the servants came, and when they saw that the doors of the roof chamber were locked, they thought, “Surely he is relieving himself in the closet of the cool chamber.” 
By the time they open the doors and see their lord dead (v 25). 25 And they waited till they were embarrassed. But when he still did not open the doors of the roof chamber, they took the key and opened them, and there lay their lord dead on the floor.

Ehud has “got away … and escaped” (v 26). 26 Ehud escaped while they delayed, and he passed beyond the idols and escaped to Seirah.  
Many people are unhappy that the chosen agent of God is an assassin, who kills a man having duped him into meeting him alone. Yet Ehud himself says that God was working through him (v 28). Israel would never have followed him into battle (v 28-29) if he had not secured the outcome himself, alone, by killing Eglon. And they did follow him.

27 When he arrived, he sounded the trumpet in the hill country of Ephraim. Then the people of Israel went down with him from the hill country, and he was their leader. 28 And he said to them, “Follow after me, for the Lord has given your enemies the Moabites into your hand.” So they went down after him and seized the fords of the Jordan against the Moabites and did not allow anyone to pass over. 29 And they killed at that time about 10,000 of the Moabites, all strong, able-bodied men; not a man escaped 

And it reminds us that God does not always work by what we call “normal” or “obvious” methods. He freed his people, giving them triumph over their enemies and peace for eighty years (v 30), through an unexpected leader and an unpredicted means.

30 So Moab was subdued that day under the hand of Israel. And the land had rest for eighty years.
Ehud: God’s Type of Leader 

Perhaps Ehud teaches us more about how God saves his people than Othniel and Shamgar (v 31), the more predictable judges. Ehud is “unexpected” as far as the world is concerned. And we will also see that each judge increasingly has to do the saving him or herself. 
As Israel’s judge, Othniel “went to war” (3:10), implicitly with all the fighters among Israel at his back. Ehud struck down the enemy king on his own, before leading “the Israelites” into battle (v 27-29). The next judges, Deborah and Barak, together lead only two tribes (4:9-10)—and the last judge, Samson, has to deliver Israel single-handedly (16:29-30). This all points the way to the most unexpected and “left-handed” person of all. 
Jesus, Our Ehud

When the True Judge came, “he had … nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by men” (Isaiah 53:2-3). He achieved his victory all alone, on behalf of his people but not helped in any way by them. And he crushed his people’s enemies through his own weakness, like Ehud.

Hanging on the Cross, totally powerless, he defeated God’s enemies! 

Fanny Crosby

Francis Jane Crosby wrote more than 9,000 hymns, some of which are among the most popular in every Christian denomination. She wrote so many that she was forced to use pen names lest the hymnals be filled with her name above all others. And, for most people, the most remarkable thing about her was that she had done so in spite of her blindness.

"I think it is a great pity that the Master did not give you sight when he showered so many other gifts upon you," remarked one well-meaning preacher.

Fanny Crosby responded at once, as she had heard such comments before. "Do you know that if at birth I had been able to make one petition, it would have been that I was born blind?" said the poet, who had been able to see only for her first six weeks of life. "Because when I get to heaven, the first face that shall ever gladden my sight will be that of my Savior."
Because of her blindness Fanny Crosby had to sit and think a lot.  She had time to sing and pen words. God uses our weaknesses strategically.

Reverence Affliction

Thomas Boston, a Puritan Theologian said, “Affliction doth not rise out of the dust or come to men by chance; but it is the Lord that sends it, and we should own and reverence His hand in it.
  Our afflictions prepare us in unique ways to do God’s will.

Another Puritan, William Jenkyn, said, “As the wicked are hurt by the best things, so the godly are bettered by the worst.”

Being weak makes us better equipped to do God’s will. 

II. Our ethnicity is strategic  (31)
He Ain’t From Around Here
31 After him was Shamgar the son of Anath, who killed 600 of the Philistines with an oxgoad, and he also saved Israel.”

Shamgar’s name shows that he is not an Israelite.  Shamgar means “gift of Shimike” which was a Hivite diety.  He was the son of Anath, whose name is in honor of a popular Canannite goddess. It would be like saying his name was Zeus, the son of Jupiter.  It’s obvious that “he ain’t from ‘round here.” 

Shamgar is a judge who lived while Ehud was still alive.  Ehud doesn’t die till Judges 4:1, “And the people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD after Ehud died.”  

Shamgar is a warrior who helps preserve the peace Ehud had established.

An Oxgoad

31 After him was Shamgar the son of Anath, who killed 600 of the Philistines with an oxgoad, and he also saved Israel.”

It wasn’t much, but it was what God gave him.  He defeated what would have been what was later called the Philistines. Technically, the Philistines did develop their society till later, but these would have been their ancestors.

2 Timothy 1:6-7, “For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands, 7 for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.”

Conclusion

May the Lord give us grace to serve Him right where we are with all that we are!
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