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If you want to lose your children, then…

I. Don’t take idolatry in your own life seriously (2:6-9).

II. Forget to live out the Gospel with your children (2:10).

III. Ignore your responsibility to disciple your children (2:11-13).

IV. Don’t teach your children to respond to God’s chastening love (2:14-23).
“Idols never satisfy, but always demand increasingly more, constantly adding to the burdens of our lives and in the end giving nothing of lasting value.”

Richard D. Phillips
· Sign up for Counseling Conference.  $150 for three saturdays.  $275 for couples.  20% DISCOUNT.  $120 for individuals and $220 for couples.
O

pen your Bible to Judges 2:6-3:6. We are continuing in a series the book of Judges entitled, “Standing Strong in a Pluralistic Culture.”  This evening we are looking a message entitled: “Why Our Children Leave the Church.”

Judges chapter 2:6 through 3:6 is a second introduction to the book of Judges, which is best read parallel to 1:1 – 2:5. 
Idols are All Around Us

Idols are all around us.  They are in the land.  And if they are not destroyed, they will be adopted.  They will also destroy our children.
Why Children Leave the Church

A new study from LifeWay Research
 reveals that more than two-thirds of young adults who attend a Protestant church for at least a year in high school will stop attending church regularly for at least a year between the ages of 18 and 22. Some drop out forever. Why?

Life changes or life situations cause young people to leave the church. In fact, 97 percent of dropouts list one or more specific life-change issues as a reason they left church. These numbers do not add up to 100 because those surveyed could give more than one answer. So lets hear some of the reason young people gave for leaving church.
1. "I simply wanted a break from church" (27 percent).

2.  "I moved to college and stopped attending church" (25 percent) 
3. "work responsibilities prevented me from attending" (23 percent).
4. "moved too far away from the church to continue attending" (22 percent) and, it can be assumed, did not find a closer church.
5. "church members seemed judgmental or hypocritical" (26 percent). 
6. Another 20 percent "didn't feel connected to the people in my church."
7. "I disagreed with the church's stance on political or social issues" (18 percent) 
8. "I was only going to church to please others" (17 percent).

Why Kids Stay in Church after Age 18

According to the same survey, the two most frequent reasons young people stay in church relate to the investment of the church in the young people: 
1. "Church was a vital part of my relationship with God" (65 percent) 
2. "I wanted the church to help guide my decisions in everyday life" (58 percent).
3. Half of those surveyed said:  "I felt that church was helping me” to grow in my relationship with Christ (50 percent).
4. Forty-two percent remained in church because they were "committed to the purpose and work of the church."

Ed Stetzer, a Vice-President at LifeWay, the publishing arm of the SBC, said: "The vitality and everyday relevance these young people experienced in church is a stark contrast to church dropouts who wanted a break from church and felt unconnected.”
In essence, children drop out because they are not connected to the vitality of the church family.  As parents relating to our children, our living together for the Gospel means we live in humble relation to our children not only as children but as our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ.

If you want to lose your children, then…
I. Don’t take idolatry in your own life seriously (2:6-9).

A Half-Hearted Generation
The second introduction, like the first one, begins with Joshua, the great yardstick for the book of Judges. Judges 2:6, “When Joshua dismissed the people, the people of Israel went each to his inheritance to take possession of the land. 7 And the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great work that the LORD had done for Israel.”

Joshua’s was a life well lived. He was supremely “the servant of the Lord” (v 8). And, unlike every leader of Israel from Joseph to Moses, he had the privilege of dying and being buried “in the land of his inheritance” (v 9). But there is something troubling in these verses. Chapter 1 has already shown that the settling of Israel’s tribes, and their service of the Lord, was done half-heartedly and incompletely. 
A Stern Warning

Look back at Joshua 24:19-20.  Joshua himself had warned these people: “You are not able to serve the LORD, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. 20 If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm and consume you, after having done you good. 23 He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your heart to the LORD, the God of Israel” (Joshua 24:19-20, 23). 
If this imperfect, flawed generation, clearly already struggling with “foreign gods that are among you” and “not able to serve the Lord,” can be described in positive terms in Judges 2:6-9, it begs the question: What would a truly idolatrous generation look like? The answer is not long in coming… What does a half-hearted generation produce?  This is truly frightening.

Do you hear Joshua? Idols are dangerous! Stay away from them!  But it is hard, because they are subtle and alluring. Dean R. Ulrich, in his book “From Famine to Fullness” helpfully uncovers the subtle idolatry of our own hearts:

We judge God’s love and faithfulness by how many of our desires have been met. When our desires do not materialize, our words are telling. Angry, accusing words reveal the idols in our hearts – so do selfish prayers couched in pious and deferential language. Too often, it is not God’s will that we want, but our will [and our idols] made possible by God.

If you want to lose your children, then…
II. Forget to live out the Gospel with your children (2:10).

Forgetting the Gospel

Verses 10-11 describe a rebellion. It had two stages. First, we read some sad and shocking news about the next generation in Judges 2:10: “And there arose another generation after them who did not know the LORD or the work that he had done for Israel.” The word “know” probably does not mean that they did not know about the Exodus, the Red Sea, the crossing of the Jordan, and the walls of Jericho falling, but rather that the saving acts of God were no longer precious or central to them. They had not learned to revere and rejoice in what God had done. In other words, they had forgotten the “gospel” that they were saved from slavery in Egypt and brought into the Promised Land by the gracious, mighty acts of God. Put simply, they forgot. 
That Which is Truly Evil

Second, and as a result of forgetting the gospel, “the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and served the Baals” (2:11). This is an interesting parallel. What does God say is evil? Turning to love and serve idols, mini-gods, non-gods. This is a very different definition of “doing evil” than the one we usually use! It is also much more challenging to us. 
The Word “Baal”

The word “Baal” is a Canaanite word for “lord.” This new generation forget all about the Lord and instead serve mini-lords. It is striking that this happens within a generation. Their parents, though flawed and sometimes half-hearted, had faith—they “served the Lord.” The children “served the mini-lords.” 
Idols are like that.  Edward Welch says it this way, “Either we will love and serve God, or we will love and serve our idols. Idols exist in our lives because we love them and invite them in. But once idols find a home, they are unruly and resist leaving. In fact, they change from being the servants of our desires to being our masters.”

Blaise Pascal said, “There is nothing so abominable in the eyes of God and of men as idolatry, whereby men render to the creature that honor which is due only to the Creator.”
If you want to lose your children, then…
III. Ignore your responsibility to disciple your children (2:11-13).

Who is Responsible: Parents or Children?

Who is responsible? The parents or the children? It is always impossible to lay blame neatly when one generation fails to pass its faith on to the next one. Did the first generation fail to reach out, or did the second generation just harden their hearts? The answer is usually both. Mistakes made by a Christian generation are often magnified in the next, especially in one that may say they know the Lord but are merely nominal (name only) Christians.Commitment is replaced by complacency and then by compromise. 
The Halfway Covenant in New England

Judges 2 is by no means the last or only time this has happened in human history. Another interesting example is in early New England. Nearly all the first settlers of 1620–1640 were true, biblical, born again Christians. But by 1662, the first generation realized that many of their children and grand-children were only shallow, nominal believers. They had to institute the “halfway Covenant,” allowing people to vote in the church who were only baptized as infants, but who as adults were not church members. Of course all that changed 80 years later when Jonathan Edwards got rid of the half-way covenant during the Great Awakening.  He also got kicked out of his church!

How Can We Make a Difference?
How then, can we be sure we don’t lose the next generation? To understand we need to go back to the Law of Moses in Deuteronomy 6:4-9. This is what the Jews pray daily to this day.  It is called the Shema. It’s found in Deut. 6:4.   It reads: “Shema Yisrael, YHWH, Eloheynu, YHWH echad!” 

[image: image1.png]€« c ﬁ ) WWWhebrew4chr|sl|anscom/SmpturE/Turah/The Shemaythe_shema.html

Apps I Favorites ( Living Hope [B] calendar SL sharper @) Sermon Audio i Gmail cdictions @ Trinity Hymnal (@) Spanish Hymns (&) DScottish 8 icons (i Sideshow 02 omPicnic ) PDF Merge cP cPanel Login

i orinds ey wvon

Home The Shema - Hear. O Israel!
s The Shema -
[ Scrptue__]
Names of G-d Hear, O Israel, the LORD is our God; the LORD is one
Lite Cycle (2] (1)
odinions s o aoly M o8l ey
alo o wlolelo o olelo ol

one LORD our God () The LORD 0ol Hearl
Glossary

= gk‘lm THE SHEMA is the central prayer in the Jewish prayerbook TR

(Siddur) and s often the first section of Scripture that a _;;%ﬁ = mf;:{gmﬁ

Jewish child learns. During its recitation in the synagogue, Pecte Tl

Orthodox Jews pronounce each word very carefully and oo

% cover their eyes with their right hand. Many Jews recite the ESES

Shema at least twice daiy: once in the morning and once in “.ﬁ'ﬁ%m R

the evening. Parts of the Shema are written on a small scroll ot

which is then rolled up and put inside a mezuzah. SRR

Learm Hebrew
Hear it Sung (by Paul Wilbur)

H The Complete Shema

. The Shema is actually more than just the famous six words Shema Yisrael, Adonai eloheinu,
. Adonai echad, but is composed of three parts linked together into a unity:
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The First Part:

1. Shema (Deuteronomy 6:4-9): The core Hebrew prayer. Special emphasis is given to
the first six Hebrew words of this passage (Shema Yisrael, Adonai eloheinu, Adonai
echad) and a six-word response is said in an undertone (barukh shem kevod
malkhuto le‘olam va'ed). After a pause, Deuteronomy 6:5-9 is then recited, which
stresses the commandment to love the Lord your God with all of your heart, soul,
and might.

Click here to hear the first part (for a flash presentation, diick here).

Enlarged Letters?

The two letters Ayin (v) and Dalet (1) are enlarged in the first sentence of the
Shema. Together, these letters form the word 'ed (T¥), which means "witness,”
suggesting that the Shema is a testimony of the sovereignty of God and our primary
dutv ta love Him with our whale heina:





“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.” He continues in Deuteronomy 6:5–9, “5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.”

These verses tell us what needs to be done to pass our faith on: We ourselves must love God whole-heartedly. We are to have these commandments on our hearts (v 6). That means that we are not hypocritical or inconsistent in our behavior. The commandments are not only kept mechanically or partially. Rather, God has an effect on all of us, through and through.

We are to apply and reflect on the gospel practically, not only academically or abstractly. We think of the wonderful passage in Deuteronomy 6:7, “You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.” The LORD is not here promoting regular family lectures! The references to “sit … walk along … lie down and … get up” refer to routine, concrete daily life. Instruction in God’s truth then is not to be so much a series of lectures and classes. Rather, we are to “impress” and mold truths about God by showing how God relates to daily, concrete living. This is a call to be wise and thoughtful about how the Gospel affects every detail of our lives.

More than Beliefs and Behavior

We are not only to speak of beliefs and behavior but of our personal experience of God. We are to be open about our own struggles to grow. We are to be transparent about how repentance works in our lives. We are not to be formal and impersonal in the expressions of our faith. In summary, we must be consistent in behavior, careful about the world, and warmly personal in our faith. This is not easy! Most Christians rely on institutions and formal instruction to “pass on the faith.” We are all called to personal discipleship of one another so that we might “pass it on.”

We might be tempted to think that if we instruct our children in true doctrine, shelter them from immoral behavior and involve them in church and religious organizations, then we have done all we can. But youth are turned off not only by bad examples, but also by parents who cannot be open about their own failures and the struggles of the deepest parts of their spiritual lives. 
In Judges 2, we are not told exactly what the first generation of believers did with their children. Judges 2:10 is key, however. “The next generation did not know the Lord,” relationally and personally. This is the very outcome that Deuteronomy 6 was written to avoid. Deuteronomy 6 is not a “technique” that guarantees that someone’s children will be believers, because their own wills and choices play a large role. However, when a whole generation turns away, we have to expect that the parents have failed to model real faith and disciple their children. 
The Repeated Cycle 
Judges 2:10-13 are the first stage in the cycle that repeats itself in Israel’s history throughout Judges, in the time between Joshua’s death and God giving his people a king. The people rebel. They forsake the Lord, the God their fathers had worshiped and who had rescued them as he had promised; and they decide to become like the people who did not know anything of the Lord, and to worship their gods (v 12). 
Judges 2:11-13, “And the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and served the Baals. 12 And they abandoned the LORD, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt. They went after other gods, from among the gods of the peoples who were around them, and bowed down to them. And they provoked the LORD to anger. 13 They abandoned the LORD and served the Baals and the Ashtaroth.”

If you want to lose your children, then…
IV.  Don’t teach your children to respond to God’s chastening love (2:14-23).

God’s Response: His Nose Burned with Fury
How does God respond to idolatry? Judges 2:14a, “So the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel.”  His fury literally “burned” against His children. Literally it says, YHWH’s nose burned with fury! (וַיִּֽחַר־אַ֤ף יְהוָה֙ בְּיִשְׂרָאֵ֔ל)
 God is angry when people in his world set other things in his place. His anger is not against a particular people group or type (here, He is angry with his own people). 
Anger is Not Always the Opposite of Love

Anger is not always the opposite of love; it can be the outworking of it. God here is like a parent whose child has completely rejected them. So, as a result of Israel’s rebellion and God’s anger, there is oppression by enemies: 
Whom the Lord Loves He Chastens

What does the Bible say about the love of God?  God is love.  His love cannot be measured – nothing can separate you from the love of Christ. He’s loved you with an everlasting love.  What else? Whom God loves He… spoils?  No, He chastens.  God’s anger is often out of love.  Hebrews 12:6-11, “For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives. 7 It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 8 If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9 Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. 11 For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.”

Extravagant Grace
D.A. Carson notes: “the expression of divine fury must be interpreted against the background of extravagant demonstrations of grace in the past.”

God’s Chastening Meant to Chip Us into Christ’s Image

Jerry Bridges in his book Trusting God says this: “The author of Hebrews readily admits that discipline is painful (Heb. 10:11). But He also assures us it is profitable. It produces “a harvest of righteousness and peace.” The purpose of God’s discipline is not to punish us but to transform us. He has already meted out punishment for our sins on Jesus at Calvary: “The punishment that brought us peace was upon Him” (Isaiah 53:5). But we must be transformed more and more into the likeness of Christ. That is the purpose of discipline.”

God is Passionate for His People

Judges 2:14, “So the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he gave them over to plunderers, who plundered them. And he sold them into the hand of their surrounding enemies, so that they could no longer withstand their enemies.”
Yahweh is a passionate God; he cannot stand idly by while other divine competitors snatch his people from him. Nor can he passively accept his own people’s adulterous affairs with other gods. Yahweh’s expression of anger against his people is described in the form of two roughly parallel statements:

He gave them into the power of plunderers;

He sold them into the power of their enemies.

Don’t miss the irony here: these enemies are the very people whose gods Israel has chosen to serve. If there were ever a historical picture of the truth that idolatry leads to slavery, this is it.
God’s Hammer

This is quite shocking. We don’t know exactly who these plunderers were, but the effect is clear.  God is using Israel’s enemies as His own hammer. So the one standing against them was not the pagan nations.  God was actually using the pagan nations to humble Israel and woo her back to Him.  We see this clearly in Judges 2:15a, “Whenever they marched out, the hand of the LORD was against them for harm [to defeat them], as the LORD had warned, and as the LORD had sworn to them.”

Israel’s “Enemy” is Actually YHWH

So God is really the “enemy” that Israel is fighting against, not the pagan nations.  God actually said He would be their enemy back in Deuteronomy 31:16–21, “And the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, you are about to lie down with your fathers. Then this people will rise and whore after the foreign gods among them in the land that they are entering, and they will forsake me and break my covenant that I have made with them. 17 Then my anger will be kindled against them in that day, and I will forsake them and hide my face from them, and they will be devoured. And many evils and troubles will come upon them, so that they will say in that day, ‘Have not these evils come upon us because our God is not among us?’ 18 And I will surely hide my face in that day because of all the evil that they have done, because they have turned to other gods.”   In the next verses, God actually had Moses teach Israel a song to warn them about how they would one day depart from Him and serve other gods.  How God lovingly gives His children warnings! We ought to listen to Him!

The People in Great Distress!

Next follows repentance (2:15b): “And they were in terrible distress.” As we’ll see, this distress caused the people to cry out to the Lord (3:9). And so finally, God “raised up judges, who saved them” (2:16). The Lord sent his salvation through a chosen leader, who liberated the people from their slave-masters and returned the land to peace (v 18). 

Stephen Charnock Quote

God’s daily chastening of us is so vital.  Stephen Charnock, the great Puritan theologian said: “We often learn more of God under the rod that strikes us than under the staff that comforts us.”

The Amazing Patience of God
But the judge’s leadership was not heeded in any kind of lasting way—Look at Judges 2:17, “they did not listen to their judges, for they whored after other gods and bowed down to them. They soon turned aside from the way [of obedience]” (v 17). 

What is amazing here is not the rebellion of the people.  What is amazing is God’s patience in Israel’s downward spiral. 

Judges 2:18-19, “Whenever the LORD raised up judges for them, the LORD was with the judge, and he saved them from the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge. For the LORD was moved to pity by their groaning because of those who afflicted and oppressed them. 19 But whenever the judge died, they turned back and were more corrupt than their fathers, going after other gods, serving them and bowing down to them. They did not drop any of their practices or their stubborn ways” (v 19). 
God’s Whip (Spurgeon Quote)
CH Spurgeon said it this way: “No matter how dear you are to God, if pride is harbored in your spirit, He will whip it out of you. They that go up in their own estimation must come down again by His discipline.”

The thorns dug deeper and deeper; the snares pulled Israel more and more tightly. We will see as Judges progresses that the rebellion becomes worse, the oppression heavier, the repentance less heartfelt, the judges themselves more flawed, and the salvation and “revivals” they bring weaker. It is a reminder, of course, that we need something better than a human judge; something more permanent than a leader who dies; something that can deliver the soul, as well as the body. We will not find such a rescuer in the book of Judges!

So we are left with this dismal conclusion in Judges 2:20-23, “So the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he said, “Because this people have transgressed my covenant that I commanded their fathers and have not obeyed my voice, 21 I will no longer drive out before them any of the nations that Joshua left when he died, 22 in order to test Israel by them, whether they will take care to walk in the way of the Lord as their fathers did, or not.” 23 So the Lord left those nations, not driving them out quickly, and he did not give them into the hand of Joshua.”
The Judges Cycle in Your Life

How have you seen the “Judges cycle” in your own Christian life? How does the reality of your sin and of God’s grace prompt you to praise and thank him today? Isn’t God patient, gracious, and forbearing with us?! What a joy!

Application & Conclusion
As we conclude, let me ask you a few questions.  We’ve had two deaths in the families of our congregation in two weeks.  Life is a vapor.  In light of tonight’s study, what might be your spiritual epitaph? What are your children (if you have them) going to say at your funeral?

In what ways are you calling out the young people of this church to be a “servant of the Lord”?  We can do that as a parent by humbling ourselves and living out our faith together.  Not bossing anyone around, but humbling serving Christ together.

If you are a parent: How are you passing your faith on to your children? What has encouraged you and what has challenged you today?  [Get ideas from the congregation]

If you’re not a parent with children living at home: How are you praying for and sharing your faith with younger generations in your church? [Get thoughts from the congregation]
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