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Introduction: Open your Bibles to Leviticus.  We are continuing our series: “Leviticus and Christian Worship”.  The title of the message is: “The Guilt / Reparation Offering”.  
You worship what you are impressed with.  The goal of this series is that you might be impressed with God.  God wants you to celebrate that you are reconciled, you are a friend of God, you are a man or a woman after God’s own heart. That’s something to celebrate.  The Israelites of old celebrated this in spectacular fashion in the ancient days of the Tabernacle.

Guilt is a huge thing in the Christian life.  We are all called to maintain a clean conscience.  Matthew Henry said the conscience is God’s vice regent.  

Definition of Guilt

Guilt has been defined as:

1. the fact of a transgression against God’s law being committed; i.e. a person is guilty whether he feels it or not”.

We often define it as a feeling … 

2. an inward feeling of remorse or a bad conscience involving sin committed against God or one’s neighbor (sin either of commission or of omission).

But understand that while you may have a guilty feeling because of conscience because of sin, you may also have false guilt or you may have no feelings of guilt because of a hardened conscience even though you have sinned.

Explain 
· False guilt – An accident; or associations – meet offered to idols.

· Grow – educate conscience

· Do not go against conscience – Romans 14:23 (ESV), “For whatever does not proceed from faith is sin.”

· Hardened conscience

· Educate conscience with the law

Most people have areas of false guilt and areas where conscience is hardened.

Thus, in the Bible, guilt appears to have two primary presuppositions for its existence: first, human beings are responsible and accountable for their actions, thoughts, and attitudes; and second, these actions, thoughts, and attitudes constitute a state of guilt when relationships between human beings and God or other human beings have been broken because of sin. 
 

******************Read Lev. 5:14 – 6:7******************
Lev. 5:14-19

Lev. 6:1-7

What the ritual looked like

The ritual started with the presentation at the door of the tabernacle (Lev. 7:2), probably laying hands on the offering, the slaughtering of the victim by the offerer (7:2), and the sprinkling of the blood by the priest. Normally all of the blood was sprinkled around the altar (7:2). For the person cleansed of a skin disease, some blood was applied to the toe, ear, and thumb for full consecration (14:14). The fat parts were then burned on the altar of burnt offering (7:3–5), and the remainder of the edible parts were eaten by the priest (7:6–7; 14:13).

Numbers 5:7 gives us further insight into how the guilt offering worked: “he shall confess his sin that he has committed. And he shall make full restitution for his wrong, adding a fifth to it and giving it to him to whom he did the wrong.”

In each case the guilty party had to (1) confess the sin publicly; (2) make full restitution of what was defrauded; and (3) pay an extra surcharge of 20 percent of the amount defrauded. The compensation of guilt against a dead person with no surviving relative went to the priest (Num. 5:5–10).

Isaiah 53:10 (ESV / HSCB), “Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him;  he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days;  the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand..”
When we sin, God is defrauded…

To put it in the language of the cultic law, not only are we sinners, we are sinners who have defrauded God of his due and his service, who have committed sacrilege in the holy things.

Lepers  –  we are “lepers” who need to be restored; 
Nazarites  –  we are Nazirites with broken vows; 
Law-breakers –  we are the ones who defraud one another. 
When Jesus gave his life a ransom for many, the fullest satisfaction was made to God. What Jesus paid on the cross was more than the penalty for sin; his death was sufficient to make reparation for all that had been defrauded by the human race. And upon his offering for sin, God the Father could say, “I have all back, and more!”

The Guilt / Reparation Offering

I. The Heinousness of sin.  

My pastor in Frankfort, Illinois used to say, “The mind must operate through the grid of Biblical truth”.  We can’t think any old way we want to about this world.

One thing  we must think rightly about is sin.  Leviticus 5 teaches us about this awful action that is so common to this world and to our lives.

Sin is described at “a breach of faith” (Lev. 5:14).   Similarly, 1 John 3:4 (ESV) says sin is lawlessness or “the breaking of God’s law”.  To rebel against a good and holy God is a very dangerous thing.  
Sin is heinous.  It is a cosmic crime.

Listen to the words of Jonathan Edwards how sin deserves everlasting pnnishment
“It is suitable that God should infinitely hate sin, and be an infinite enemy to it. Sin… is an infinite evil, and therefore is infinitely odious and detestable. It is proper that God should hate every evil, and hate it according to its odious and detestable nature. And sin being infinitely evil and odious, it is proper that God should hate it infinitely…. the perfections of God require that he should punish sin with an infinite, or … eternal, punishment.”
John Bunyan described sin this way:

“Sin is the dare of God's justice, the rape of his mercy, the jeer of his patience, the slight of his power, and the contempt of his love.”

John Piper sheds more light on it:

“Sin is what you do when you are not satisfied in God.”

Piper says in another place: “Sin is lawlessness. In other words sin is man’s refusal to submit to God’s law, that is, God's Word. It is insubordination.”

Aurelius Augustine

Sin comes when we take a perfectly natural desire or longing or ambition and try desperately to fulfill it without God. Not only is it sin, it is a perverse distortion of the image of the Creator in us. All these good things, and all our security, are rightly found only and completely in Him… Sin is believing the lie that you are self-created, self-dependent and self-sustained.

Susanna Wesley
Written to her son John before he departed to college.

Definition of sin: “Whatever weakens your reason, impairs the tenderness of your conscience, obscures your sense of God, or takes off the delight for spiritual things, whatever increases the authority of your body over your mind, that thing is sin.”
Philip Graham Ryken
“A sin is anything that violates the moral law of the universe. Any time we do what God tells us not to do or fail to do what God commands us to do, we commit a sin. And every time we sin, we are found guilty in the sight of God and deserve divine judgment.”

 

I’ll say it  again.  Sin is heinous.  It is a cosmic crime.

Leviticus 5 and 6 deal with sin as it is seen in the ten commandments.  

The first table of the law – the first 4 commandments – concern God, and the last 6 concern man.

A. Sin Against God

The Westminster Shorter Catechism answers the fourteenth question, “What is sin?” by the response, “Sin is any want of conformity to, or transgression of, the law of God.” (1 John 3:4).  

1. Breach of faith – unintentional sin (vs. 14-15)
Leviticus 5:14–15 (ESV), “14 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 15 “If anyone commits a breach of faith and sins unintentionally in any of the holy things of the LORD, he shall bring to the LORD as his compensation, a ram without blemish out of the flock, valued in silver shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, for a guilt offering. 
Unintentional Sins against God…

· he might have eaten something that he shouldn’t have eaten.  You remember there are lots of complicated rules about what the priest could eat and what he couldn’t eat of the sacrifices. And he might make a mistake.  
· The sacrifices might get mixed up, and the carcasses might have been stored together.  You’ve transgressed; you have to offer up a guilt offering. 
2. Possible Stealing (vs. 16)

Leviticus 5:16 (ESV), “He shall also make restitution for what he has done amiss in the holy thing and shall add a fifth to it and give it to the priest. And the priest shall make atonement for him with the ram of the guilt offering, and he shall be forgiven. 
Other possible sins or violations of the ceremonial law of God…

· You might take one of the utensils of the temple, one of the spoons that you stirred the pots with in the temple.  
· You might have taken it home, and you might have used it at home inadvertently, and then realized that this is a holy utensil, it belongs in the temple.

· You might be late in bringing your offering, and it may be through no fault of your own. You would have to offer reparation or a guilt offering.

II. God’s Solution for sin
Repentance and Faith!!!

Repentance in confession and restitution.

Faith in the propitiatory sacrifice…
1. Confession – ownership 

Verse 17, “If anyone sins, doing any of the things that by the LORD’s commandments ought not to be done, though he did not know it, then realizes his guilt, he shall bear his iniquity.”

All sin should be confessed to God!!

Numbers 5 is even more clear… Num. 5:7, “he shall confess his sin that he has committed.”

**************************
Proverbs 28:13, “Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes them will obtain mercy.”

**************************

Psalm 32:1-5 (ESV), “Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven,  whose sin is covered [same root as “atonement”] 2  Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity,  and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 3  For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away  through my groaning all day long. 4  For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;  my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. Selah 5  I acknowledged my sin to you,  and I did not cover my iniquity;  I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”  and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah”

· Those who came to John the baptizer first confessed their sins (Mark 1:5) and then were baptized.

· 1 John 1:9-2:1 tell us that as believers, we are to confess our sins to God through our High Priest Jesus.  He is our Advocate and Intercessor.

· James 5:16 (ESV), “Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.”

· A righteous person is not sinless.  A righteous person is open and honest about sin struggles.
Walking in the Light

Words are cheap!  If we say “we have not sinned” what happens “we make him a liar”.

Walking in the light 

1 John 1:5-10 (ESV), “This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
    A. The principle stated

Verses 7-8, “If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin 8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”.
         - Fellowship with God comes from walking in the light

         - argument is - a person who is saved has fellowship with God, and a person who has fellowship with God walks in the light

         - so the question I need to ask myself is - am I walking in the light?

        - of course, that leads to this question - what does  that mean?  (often we use Christian phrases without thinking about their meaning)

     B. The principle explained

Walking in Darkness vs. Walking in the Light

Walking in the Darkness – covering sin

Walking in the Light – open attitude toward admitting sin.

Walking in the light means I have an open attitude toward admitting sin.  

Input / Involvement

What are some evidences of a person who is growing in this characteristic?

· open to confrontation (expect Matthew 18, Mat. 5, Prov. 18).

· looking for exposure to Word (to be faithful you must be constantly drinking in and examining your life from God’s Word – hit second commandment)

· Teachable!!!!   Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness

Beware!!  

If you are always confronting and never confessing you may be the hypocrite!

cf. Matthew 7:3 (ESV), “Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?”

    C. The principle in action

 1 John 1:9, “9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.”

        - fellowship with God comes from walking in the light

        - walking in the light means I have an open attitude  toward admitting sin

        - an person who has this attitude will regularly be confessing sin

        - dev. homologeo - saying the same thing – agreeing with God

     - undoubtedly, most if not all of us would say, "this is hard"

    - thats true, but...

    D. The principle made attainable

1 John 2:1–3 (ESV), “My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 3 And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments.”
        1. Jesus is our advocate
             - dev. - "lawyer"

            - not arguing on the basis of our own merit

            - couldn't be our advocate unless He was also our:

        2. Jesus is our propitiation
            - satisfaction

            - dev: picture in "heavenly courtroom"

- so an important question we need to ask when it comes to the experiential proofs of salvation

    - Do you have growing fellowship with God through walking in the light?

III. Sins Against People (6:1-7)
The passage now deals with sins committed against other Israelites; but since these were a breach of the covenant and a misuse of oaths, they are considered sins against the Lord’s holy name—they too are sacrilege.

Leviticus 6:1-5

“6:1  The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “If anyone sins and commits a breach of faith against the LORD by deceiving his neighbor in a matter of deposit or security, or through robbery, or if he has oppressed his neighbor 3 or has found something lost and lied about it, swearing falsely—in any of all the things that people do and sin thereby— 4 if he has sinned and has realized his guilt and will restore what he took by robbery or what he got by oppression or the deposit that was committed to him or the lost thing that he found 5 or anything about which he has sworn falsely, he shall restore it in full and shall add a fifth to it, and give it to him to whom it belongs on the day he realizes his guilt.”
The violations included here are violations of property rights and legal rights. One may violate another person’s property rights by:

· unlawful seizure of a deposit or security (6:2), 

· stealing another person’s property (6:2 ), 

· failing to report finding lost property (6:3).

One may violate another person’s legal rights by 

· oppressing a neighbor (6:2) or 

· by giving false testimony (6:3). 

All of these were bad enough, but to bring God in on the crime was far worse. Each of the listings in this passage were major offenses; and the heavy use of cognate accusatives underscores the nature of the sins.11
When a guilty person came forward to make confession, pay the reparation, and bring the offering—that clearly indicated that remorse produced the fruit of repentance. For such a person there was expiation and forgiveness for what he had done to feel so guilty (6:6).

1. Confession (review above)

James 5:16 (ESV), “Therefore, confess your sins to one another …”

With people there is a need for biblical conflict resolution.
· Matthew 5 – immediately
· Matthew 18 – privately
· Proverbs 18 – knowledgeably – with due process (knowing all the facts)

2. Restitution / Repentance (6:1-5)
“6:1  The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “If anyone sins and commits a breach of faith against the LORD by deceiving his neighbor in a matter of deposit or security, or through robbery, or if he has oppressed his neighbor 3 or has found something lost and lied about it, swearing falsely—in any of all the things that people do and sin thereby— 4 if he has sinned and has realized his guilt and will restore what he took by robbery or what he got by oppression or the deposit that was committed to him or the lost thing that he found 5 or anything about which he has sworn falsely, he shall restore it in full and shall add a fifth to it, and give it to him to whom it belongs on the day he realizes his guilt.”
Sin’s consequences: temporary and eternal.

Restitution does not Merit anything

God commands us to make restitution if we steal.  It is a matter of loving righteousness.  It is not meritorious!  We are saved by grace.  But restitution is a matter of doing righteousness to reflect the justice of God in our life.  Restitution pleases God.  That’s why we should practice it.
Zaccheus – the small man with the big heart for Jesus

Some sins require restitution.  The story of course that comes to mind is Zaccheus.  What was the evidence of Zaccheus’ conversion? What was the evidence that Zaccheus had found Christ?  It was these words: “Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything I will pay back four times the amount.” 

       Now there were certain cases in restitution that involved four-fold penalties. Not just twenty percent, not just a fifth, but four-fold. That was the evidence that Zaccheus had found Christ:  his willingness, his eagerness to engage in restitution.

“Confession Tuesdays”

I worked for Ponderosa Steakhouse as a new Christian.  I was 16 years old.  I was hungry at times and would steal a shrimp or a fry here and there.  The Spirit of God would press upon me and I would have to tell my boss and buy a shrimp meal.  It was so funny that I would get under conviction on Tuesdays and call him because Tuesday was my day off.  He used to call Tuesdays, “Confession Tuesdays”.  And when I would come in on Wednesday, I would buy a shrimp meal to be sure I had paid for what I stole.  They’d say, “Don’t cook it – yesterday was confession Tuesday!!”

Returning Value of Shoplifted Items

After coming to know Christ, I remember getting under conviction, and remembering all the items I shoplifted before I knew Christ.  I wrote out checks to each store in the amounts I thought I had  stolen.

Stolen Nails

There’s a story of a Christian man who works in a certain place, and “borrows” these copper nails because he wants to build a boat, and the idea of copper nails is of course that they don’t rust. And this man is a Christian, but he’s been “borrowing” these nails, stealing these nails from his company for years. And he’s witnessing to his boss, and the boss has no time for religion, regards this man as a hypocrite—and indeed, there were aspects of his testimony that were hypocritical.  And for a long time he struggles with what he should do, because he’s come to the conviction that he needs to make amends for his wrongdoing.  He needs to confess to his boss that he’s taken these nails and he needs to pay for them. And he needs to make restitution, and in the end he does.  And he goes to his boss, and his boss says to him, “You know, I always thought that you were a hypocrite, but now that I see you doing this, I see something perhaps of the genuineness, of the genuineness of your profession.” And so the story goes this boss is savingly drawn to Christ.

3. Trust in Christ’s Propitiation (6:6-7)
Lev. 6:6-7, “And he shall bring to the priest as his compensation to the LORD a ram without blemish out of the flock, or its equivalent for a guilt offering. 7 And the priest shall make atonement for him before the LORD, and he shall be forgiven for any of the things that one may do and thereby become guilty.” 

Expiation / Propitiation

· Expiation emphasizes the removal of guilt through a payment of the penalty.

· Propitiation emphasizes the appeasement or averting of God's wrath and justice. 
Both words are related to reconciliation, since it is through Christ's death on the cross for our sins that we are reconciled to a God of holy love.

· Romans 5:9–11 (ESV), “Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11 More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.”

· 2 Corinthians 5:21 (ESV), “For our sake he made him to be sin [our guilt offering] who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”

· Colossians 1:19–22 (ESV), “For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.  21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him…”
Conclusion: Christ’s payment more than paid for my penalty!
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