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Introduction: Open your Bibles to Leviticus.  We are continuing our series: “Leviticus and Christian Worship”.  The title of the message is: “At Peace with God”.  
You worship what you are impressed with.  The goal of this series is that you might be impressed with God.  God wants you to celebrate that you are reconciled, you are a friend of God, you are a man or a woman after God’s own heart. That’s something to celebrate.  The Israelites of old celebrated this in spectacular fashion in the ancient days of the Tabernacle.

At the heart of Israelite worship was the zebaḥ šelāmîm, variously translated “peace offering” or “fellowship offering”.  This is a sacrifice of šelāmîm, a “sacrifice of peace” or a “sacrifice of well-being.”   This is the plural word for the related word šālēm (“to have peace, be in a covenant of peace, be whole, be complete”), which in turn is related to ̌šālôm (“SHALOM” or “peace”). 

The peace offering  celebrates a peaceful relationship already in existence or provides evidence of such a relationship. 

You are God’s friend.  It is based on nothing you did.  This offering is somewhat similar to our Lord’s Supper today, but more like a dinner.  It was a community bar-b-que and fellowship dinner for the saints of old.

The three main occasions for making the peace offering are listed in Lev. 7. 

· Always followed the Burnt Offering.

· Thank offering – The worshipper would read a praise Psalm.  One was for a thank offering—a tôdâ. In a public declaration (most declarative praise psalms fit here) the worshiper brought the animal as part of the thanksgiving for what God had done (Lev. 7:12–13; Ps. 56:12 [MT 56:13]; 107:22). This was in effect acknowledging that when a gracious benefit was received from God it had to be shared with others; generosity was the evidence of gratitude. Thus, many people, poor and needy included, participated in the bounty of the peace offering (22:26). 

· In payment of vows (Lev. 7:16–17; Num. 6:17–20; Acts 22) – In these cases the worshiper was fulfilling a promise made to God (i.e., paying a vow of sacrifice promised in support of a petition). According to 1 Sam. 1:24–28, Hannah brought three young bulls, an ephah of flour, and a skin of wine in payment of her vow for the provision of Samuel. This was a generous offering from a well-to-do household.  Paul sacrificed this when fulfilling a Nazarite vow.

· A freewill offering – This could be offered anytime.  It was simply an expression of general thanksgiving and love to God (Lev. 7:16; 22:18, 21). A person of faith could bring a peace offering at any time to celebrate the blessings enjoyed from being in covenant with God.

Leviticus 3 (ESV), “If his offering is a sacrifice of peace offering, if he offers an animal from the herd [BULLS], male or female, he shall offer it without blemish before the LORD. 2 And he shall lay his hand on the head of his offering and kill it at the entrance of the tent of meeting, and Aaron’s sons the priests shall throw the blood against the sides of the altar. 3 And from the sacrifice of the peace offering, as a food offering to the LORD, he shall offer the fat covering the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails, 4 and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins, and the long lobe of the liver that he shall remove with the kidneys. 5 Then Aaron’s sons shall burn it on the altar on top of the burnt offering, which is on the wood on the fire; it is a food offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 

6 “If his offering for a sacrifice of peace offering to the LORD is an animal from the flock [SHEEP], male or female, he shall offer it without blemish. 7 If he offers a lamb for his offering, then he shall offer it before the LORD, 8 lay his hand on the head of his offering, and kill it in front of the tent of meeting; and Aaron’s sons shall throw its blood against the sides of the altar. 9 Then from the sacrifice of the peace offering he shall offer as a food offering to the LORD its fat; he shall remove the whole fat tail, cut off close to the backbone, and the fat that covers the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails 10 and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins and the long lobe of the liver that he shall remove with the kidneys. 11 And the priest shall burn it on the altar as a food offering to the LORD. 

12 “If his offering is a goat, then he shall offer it before the LORD 13 and lay his hand on its head and kill it in front of the tent of meeting, and the sons of Aaron shall throw its blood against the sides of the altar. 14 Then he shall offer from it, as his offering for a food offering to the LORD, the fat covering the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails 15 and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins and the long lobe of the liver that he shall remove with the kidneys. 16 And the priest shall burn them on the altar as a food offering with a pleasing aroma. All fat is the LORD’s. 17 It shall be a statute forever throughout your generations, in all your dwelling places, that you eat neither fat nor blood.”

Meaning of the Peace Offering
The main emphasis of the peace offering must be on celebrating all the benefits of being at peace with God; it indicates that all is well between the worshiper and God. The law of the peace offering does not elaborate on the point and so a good deal of material will have to be introduced from parallel discussions. But all the occasions for the peace offering are connected to the blessings of God on the righteous. Such a celebration, then, was the high point of Israelite worship.

Summary of the Passage

The worshiper who brought a peace offering to the Lord, whether from the herd or the flock, was instructed to slaughter it so that the priests could splash the blood at the altar; the worshiper then prepared from it a sacrifice of the inner parts and the fat to be burned on the altar as food pleasing to the Lord, for the fat and the blood belonged to the Lord.  This offering is a celebration of peace.

I. Celebration of Propitiation pictured (3:1, 6, 12).

Leviticus 3 falls into three paragraphs: cattle (3:1–5), sheep (3:6–11), and goats (3:12–16). 

Anyone May Come

Leviticus 3:1 (ESV), “If his offering is a sacrifice of peace offering, if he offers an animal from the herd [BULLS], male or female, he shall offer it without blemish before the LORD.”

It may be male of female, without blemish.  The idea of any animal being offered whether male of female speaks of our union with Christ.  

First, any animal of the herd or the flock could be offered, male or female (3:1, 6, 12). Josephus says that in contrast to sacrifices that were completely burned on the high altar, the sacrifice that would be eaten by the worshipers could be male or female (Antiquities 3.9.1–2 §§224–29).

This sacrifice pictures the free offer of the Gospel.  Anyone may come.  It is a male or femaile.

Blood Sacrifice at entrance of Tabernacle

The animal was slaughtered at the door of the tabernacle (3:2), where the priest collected the blood and splashed it against the altar. Milgrom (223) rightly notes that the blood rite was of quintessential significance for the sacrifice (see Lev. 17). This was always done as a ritual for entering the sanctuary (3:2). The blood itself represented the life of the victim—for the life of the offerer. Here a life was relinquished for the offerer and the accompanying band of supporters. The theme was taught over and over again: no one could approach God apart from the forfeiture of life—albeit by the grace of God through the life of a substitute. The point was that the shed blood of the sacrifice was both the basis and the means of celebrating what it meant to have peace with God.

A. Our union with Christ-transfer of my guilt to Christ.

Verse 2a, “And he shall lay his hand on the head of his offering and kill it at the entrance of the tent of meeting…”
Transfer of guilt and the identification with the animal

The offerer presented the sacrifice to the Lord by laying one hand on the animal’s head as it was slaughtered (3:2). This suggests as least the identification of the worshiper with the animal. Keil takes this action further and says that it signified a transfer of the intentions and emotions to the victim.15 No sin or guilt is being dealt with here. The occasions for the peace offering were intensely emotional, and so when worshipers identified themselves with the victim, something of their feelings and intentions were associated with it (Gal. 2:20).

The Hebrew word for altar means to slaughter or to slay.

Isaiah 53:6–7 (ESV)

            6       All we like sheep have gone astray; 

      we have turned—every one—to his own way; 

                  and the LORD has laid on him 

      the iniquity of us all. 

            7       He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 

      yet he opened not his mouth; 

                  like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 

      and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 

      so he opened not his mouth. 

B. Our union with Christ-payment for my guilt and sin by Christ.

Verse 2b, “Aaron’s sons the priests shall throw the blood against the sides of the altar.” This is a bloody, violent picture of Christ’s propitiatory sacrifice.  

· 1 Peter 3:18 (NKJV), “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God.”

· 2 Corinthians 5:21 (NKJV), “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”
1. Every peace offering sacrifice celebrates the ratification of the covenant—they were God’s people (Exod. 24:5). The leaders of the people ate the peace offering in the presence of the Lord, and the Lord did not lay a hand on them. 
II. Celebration of Consecration pictured (3:3-4).

God wants our heart!!
3 And from the sacrifice of the peace offering, as a food offering to the LORD, he shall offer the fat covering the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails, 4 and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins, and the long lobe of the liver that he shall remove with the kidneys.”

Surrender! – God’s Portion

The different motifs in Lev. 3 also introduce other theological themes. Prominent is the emphasis on God’s portion—here the internal organs, fat, and blood. The symbolism of these elements indicates that celebrating peace with God must be accompanied by surrendering to him the best—indeed, one’s will, one’s whole life.

The identification of this offering as a meal is only hinted at in Lev. 3 but fully developed in Lev. 7. But the peace offering is not just the way the people ate meat; rather, this was a holy meal, eaten in the presence of God in celebration of various benefits received from God. Thus, the major biblical theme of eating as evidence of a communal relationship is introduced here.

· Ezekiel 36:25–27 (ESV), “I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.” 

· The  greatest condemnation Christ  can give any one is found in Mark 7:6  (ESV), “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, “ ‘This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me.”

III. Celebration of Community pictured (7:15).

Communal Meal

Also closely related to this passage is Lev. 7 where we have another explanation of how to offer the peace offering.

· Leviticus 7:15 (ESV), “And the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offerings for thanksgiving shall be eaten on the day of his offering. He shall not leave any of it until the morning.”

The peace offering was a shared meal in which the offerer celebrated with those assembled in the sanctuary the benefits of a peaceful relationship with God. It was a joyous time of feasting in the presence of God, made possible by blood atonement and occasioned by blessings from God.

This sacrifice was probably one of the most anticipated occasions of all the rituals because of its nature as a communal meal—it was a great feast. After performing the required ritual, the offering was apportioned as follows: the fat and the inner parts went to God to be burned on the altar, the right shoulder and the right thigh were given to the priest, and the rest was eaten by everyone present in the courtyard. This ritual was unique in that the people received part of this sacrifice as a communal meal.

Order of the Offering – the HIGH point of worship
The Peace offering became the high point of worship—to eat a communal meal in the presence of the Lord because of the benefits of being at peace with God.  The point of this text is that the culmination of all worship ritual is when believers share a common meal (from the altar) in the presence of God in celebration of the benefits of the covenant they share.

· True believers will want to gather together in God’s presence to celebrate with one another that this and all gifts are from him; and they do this by eating the communal meal together, a holy communion and not a common meal, and by sharing their faith and their bounty with one another in joy and generosity. Rightly understood, then, the law was indeed sweeter than honey from the honeycomb.

· Christians should freely love God.  Those who have been redeemed and who have given their lives to the Lord will spontaneously participate in communal acts of worship—holy communion or otherwise—on occasions of praise, vows, or freewill offerings (stressed in Lev. 7). To them, the Lord’s Table will be a wonderful experience of celebration by which they attest that they are at peace with God.

IV. Celebration of Communion with Christ pictured (3:5).

Order of the Offering – ON TOP

This sacrifice always followed the burnt offering, actually being placed on top of the burnt offering and so symbolically based on atonement.
This same offering could be done with a SHEEP (

That it could be eaten is why this is not a “most holy” sacrifice. Second, the animals had to be free from major blemishes, but because this was a freewill offering, a minor blemish was permitted (Lev. 22:21–23). Third, the peace offering was always accompanied by meal and drink offerings (7:11).

Conclusion:  Solomon’s Offering
The greatest peace offering ever made happened when Solomon dedicated the temple, offering 22,000 cattle and 120,000 sheep (1 Kings 8:63). That must have been history’s greatest barbecue. Hezekiah gave a festival where 2,000 bulls and 17,000 sheep were given for peace offerings (2 Chronicles 30:24).

All of the effects of the atonement speak to us that we are at peace with God. All the promises of God that come to us through him enable the peace that passes all understanding to reign in our hearts. All the daily benefits of his goodness as a loving God speak words of peace to remind us that we belong to him. Such bounty must be publicly acknowledged and shared in the congregation. But the passage reminds believers that 
(1) in all the enjoyment of his benefits they must never forget that the best they have should be given to him; 
(2) in offering their praise to him they must never forget that the blood atonement is the basis for the benefits; and 
(3) in their celebration of his bounty they must remember to surrender their lives to him.
