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Introduction:  Our theme for this series is “Jesus Over All”. “That in all things He might have the pre-eminence” (Col. 1:18).

Jesus Christ is exalted over all.  He is the Word who created the world.  He is the one who Isaiah said is high and lifted up.  But is Jesus high and lifted up in your life.  Often we find ourselves seeking for happiness in the circumstances of life instead of seeking joy in the Lord.  We need to exalt Jesus in all the places we find ourselves in life.

All things work after the counsel of His own will (Eph. 1:11).  Solomon said of old: Proverbs 16:9, “The heart of man plans his way, but the LORD establishes his steps.”
How do you exalt Christ with everything you do?  Matthew 6:33 says, “seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you”.
We are not to seek contentment here in the circumstances on earth, but in Christ, in the kingdom of heaven.  Look at Hebrews 11.  We have a hall of faith with people who were given amazing promises of land, of a nation, or a kingdom.  And what does verse 13 say? 

Hebrews 11:13-16, “These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14  For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15  If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16  But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.” 

Then many more saints are listed, and we continue in verses 32-40, “And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— 33  who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34  quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35  Women received back their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life. 36  Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37  They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated— 38  of whom the world was not worthy—wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 39  And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was promised, 40  since God had provided something better for us…”

These people did not see this life as being the end and the goal of living.  They were not looking to “live their best life now”.  They were looking to serve God where they were, knowing that the promises and the rewards come later.
This morning I want to take a brief look at someone who exalted the Lord with his life.  He is actually looked at as a type of Christ in the Old Testament, one of the few Old Testament characters who was utterly blameless and Christlike.  I’d like to look at the life of Joseph.

Open your Bibles if you would to Genesis 37.  God is good all the time.  All the time God is good.  No matter how you or I are doing today, we can all say that we are doing better than we deserve!  

We are going to look at the places Joseph’s dreams took him, and then we are going to see the proving ground of his tasks.  

Sometimes we seek an earthly kingdom.  We seek signs through numbers and buildings, and sometimes that can mean success, but sometimes not.

Often God works behind the scenes.  Elijah heard the Lord not in wind or in the earthquake or the fire, but the Lord is the still small voice.  

We are to seek first God’s kingdom.  Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world”. The measure of success in our tasks is faithfulness right where we are!

You never know where God will bring you when you say yes to Him.

When Joseph said YES to God—God gave him dreams, and those dreams took him to places that tested his faith.  Let’s go on a journey with Joseph.

When you seek first the kingdom, you must be ready to serve God right where you are in every task He puts before you.  

I. Exalt Jesus in the “Comfort” zone: Consider Joseph’s tasks in the promised land (land of Canaan; i.e. “home, sweet, home”).  

The first place we come to in this passage is the promised land, Canaan in Genesis 37, verse 1, “Jacob lived in the land of his father’s sojournings, in the land of Canaan.”

Dysfunctional Family: Joseph had a dysfunctional family to say the least!  It wasn’t that he had a dad and a step mom—but he had a dad and a mom and three step moms!!  Remember Joseph had two wives: Leah and Rachael, and two concubines: Bilhah and Zilpah.  Rachel was his first love, but was barren all the way until the end of her child bearing years, and at the end God gave Jacob his two youngest sons: Joseph and Benjamin.  These were the sons of his true love, Rachael.  Remember Jacob worked for Laban for seven years to get Rachael, “they seemed unto him but a few days, for the love he had to her” (Genesis 29:20), and then Laban switched Leah instead. So Jacob worked a total of 14 years for Rachel.  

There was much dysfunction in the Promised Land.  There are dysfunctional people in the Promised Land!  Joseph’s brothers hate him for his dreams.  
Look at Genesis 37:19-20, Joseph’s brothers are speaking to each other as Joseph arrives on the scene. “They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. 20  Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits. Then we will say that a fierce animal has devoured him, and we will see what will become of his dreams.”  Shortly after this, Joseph’s brothers threw him into a pit where he was found and sold into slavery.  
Certainly Joseph had a certain comfort zone in Canaan.  God had to take Joseph out of his comfort zone in order to use him.  Had he stayed in Canaan he probably would have lead a very small life.  Not much of spiritual significance happens in the comfort zone.  

Application:  In the same way, God may need to take you out of your comfort zone in order to use you.  In the Promised Land, Joseph didn’t have the perfect life for sure, but he was comfortably obeying God.  He had a zeal for God that sometimes got him in trouble.  

Maybe that’s where you are today.  You are comfortable in life.  You suffer low grade inconvenience because of your faith, but nothing that wouldn’t cost you your livelihood.  You keep being faithful.   There is nothing spiritual about asking for martyrdom.  But God may call move you out into the battle for Him in one way or another, and many times in ways that you least expect.  Maybe you’ve experienced that.

Joseph was just fine in Canaan.  This is what God promised to his father Abraham.  But bam! Here he finds himself in a pit.

II. Exalt Jesus in the “Confusion” zone: The pit.  This piece of the puzzle did not fit with the dreams Joseph was given.

Look at Genesis 37:23-28, “So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the robe of many colors that he wore. 24  And they took him and cast him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it. 25  Then they sat down to eat. And looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with their camels bearing gum, balm, and myrrh, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. 26  Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 27  Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers listened to him. 28  Then Midianite traders passed by. And they drew Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. They took Joseph to Egypt.”
Example: Some of you had a day in your life when you were given the news that you had a serious disease.  You were told to put your affairs in order.  And the bottom dropped out of your life.  Some of you are trying to figure out why?  Why did God have me go through that?  Well, no one can understand a serious illness like people who have suffered through that.   You know doctors can give you the prognosis, but God is in charge of the verdict!  What everything in life comes down to is what does God want to do with my life and are you a willing participant?

During the dark days in the pit and in the prison when Joseph didn’t know what was going on, it was the dreams—the promises of God to him personally—that sustained him.  

God has given you the dream (promise) of Christlikeness if you are a believer.  The one goal is not your earthly success, but your spiritual success!!!  It is to mirror the person of Jesus Christ in your life.  Stop working on so much on this life if your heart is not in order.   

In order to make it through the most difficult trials in life, you’ve got to live for something beyond this life.  

God is testing your faith in the pit!  And while it looks like it is a terrible awful tragedy, God is in the midst of it, and He’s working in it.  And He’s all about working out His glory and our good.

Application:  You may be in a pit at work.  Put God first.  You may be in a pit in your marriage—you keep dreaming no matter how bad it is!  You may be in a pit in your walk with God.  Don’t you give up!  “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.”

Dreams can die in a pit, but only if you let them.  As Joseph approached his brothers before they sold him into slavery, they said to one another, “Behold, this dreamer cometh… and we shall see what will become of his dreams” (Genesis 37:19-20).  
So Joseph goes from the pit to Potiphar’s house by way of some maurading  Midianites who sold him to some maurading Ishmaelites and finally he ends up in Potiphar’s house.  

III. Exalt Jesus in the “Compromise” zone: Potiphar’s house. Stay faithful!  There are many things that will disqualify you from ministry.  

· Talk about Covenant Eyes.

Look at Genesis 39:1-5, “Now Joseph had been brought down to Egypt, and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the guard, an Egyptian, had bought him from the Ishmaelites who had brought him down there. 2  The LORD was with Joseph, and he became a successful man, and he was in the house of his Egyptian master. 3  His master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD caused all that he did to succeed in his hands. 4  So Joseph found favor in his sight and attended him, and he made him overseer of his house and put him in charge of all that he had. 5  From the time that he made him overseer in his house and over all that he had the LORD blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake; the blessing of the LORD was on all that he had, in house and field.”  What made Joseph successful was not that he played the corporate ladder.  He never compromised.  Joseph’s strength was that the Lord was with him.  
You know what happened.

Genesis 39:7-21, “And after a time his master’s wife cast her eyes on Joseph and said, “Lie with me.” 8  But he refused and said to his master’s wife, “Behold, because of me my master has no concern about anything in the house, and he has put everything that he has in my charge. 9  He is not greater in this house than I am, nor has he kept back anything from me except yourself, because you are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?” 10  And as she spoke to Joseph day after day, he would not listen to her, to lie beside her or to be with her. 11  But one day, when he went into the house to do his work and none of the men of the house was there in the house, 12  she caught him by his garment, saying, “Lie with me.” But he left his garment in her hand and fled and got out of the house.

    13 ¶  And as soon as she saw that he had left his garment in her hand and had fled out of the house, 14  she called to the men of her household and said to them, “See, he has brought among us a Hebrew to laugh at us. He came in to me to lie with me, and I cried out with a loud voice. 15  And as soon as he heard that I lifted up my voice and cried out, he left his garment beside me and fled and got out of the house.” 16  Then she laid up his garment by her until his master came home, 17  and she told him the same story, saying, “The Hebrew servant, whom you have brought among us, came in to me to laugh at me. 18  But as soon as I lifted up my voice and cried, he left his garment beside me and fled out of the house.”

    19 ¶  As soon as his master heard the words that his wife spoke to him, “This is the way your servant treated me,” his anger was kindled. 20  And Joseph’s master took him and put him into the prison, the place where the king’s prisoners were confined, and he was there in prison. 21  But the LORD was with Joseph and showed him steadfast love and gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison.”
Joseph served faithfully, but Potiphar’s wife chase him around and accused him of coming after her!  Joseph did right and fled from the immoral woman.  And you know what that got him?  Praise?  Fame?  A new book deal?  No!  Only jail time.

IV. Exalt Jesus in the “Crucible” zone: The prison: There are times in life that are just plain hard.  They test you.  God may put difficult people in to your life.  God may put you in a difficult place.  Finds three things in the prison: prosperity, a butler and a baker! 

A. A difficult place.  Prosperity. Again, because Joseph is holding onto the dreams God gave him, knowing that God is going to use him mightily, he prospers where ever he goes.  Now look at verses 21-24 of Genesis 39, “But the LORD was with Joseph and showed him steadfast love and gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. 22  And the keeper of the prison put Joseph in charge of all the prisoners who were in the prison. Whatever was done there, he was the one who did it. 23  The keeper of the prison paid no attention to anything that was in Joseph’s charge, because the LORD was with him. And whatever he did, the LORD made it succeed..”

Chapter 40 comes around, and we find that two men are added to the prison population: the chief baker and the butler (i.e. Pharoah’s cup bearer).  Both have dreams.

B. Difficult people-the butler (cupbearer) and the baker
1. Butler, Cup Bearer’s Dream:  He says to Joseph, Here’s my dream—a grape vine appears and has three branches coming out of it with grape clusters on each of the branches.  In the dream, he says, I squeezed the grapes into Pharoah’s cup again.  

Genesis 40:12ff, “Then Joseph said to him, “This is its interpretation: the three branches are three days. 13  In three days Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore you to your office, and you shall place Pharaoh’s cup in his hand as formerly, when you were his cupbearer. 14  Only remember me, when it is well with you, and please do me the kindness to mention me to Pharaoh, and so get me out of this house. 15  For I was indeed stolen out of the land of the Hebrews, and here also I have done nothing that they should put me into the pit.”

Application:  Wow, this is a sure thing, Joseph thinks!  This is God’s will!  God has worked mightily!  Surely the cup bearer is going to get me out of here.  Joseph may have had thoughts like this.  

Remember, it is not a cup bearer that has control of Joseph’s life—it is God.  

2. Chief Baker’s Dream:  Genesis 40:16-23, “When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was favorable, he said to Joseph, “I also had a dream: there were three cake baskets on my head, 17  and in the uppermost basket there were all sorts of baked food for Pharaoh, but the birds were eating it out of the basket on my head.” 18  And Joseph answered and said, “This is its interpretation: the three baskets are three days. 19  In three days Pharaoh will lift up your head—from you!—and hang you on a tree. And the birds will eat the flesh from you.”  20 ¶  On the third day, which was Pharaoh’s birthday, he made a feast for all his servants and lifted up the head of the chief cupbearer and the head of the chief baker among his servants. 21  He restored the chief cupbearer to his position, and he placed the cup in Pharaoh’s hand. 22  But he hanged the chief baker, as Joseph had interpreted to them. 23  Yet the chief cupbearer did not remember Joseph, but forgot him.”
C. Difficult perplexity. He is forgotten by his “friends”, and so may we be at times.  But we are never, never, never forgotten by God.  Jesus says, “I will never leave you nor forsake you (Hebrews 13:5).  

Blank space: I want you to look at that blank space between the end of Genesis 40 and verse 1 of chapter 41.  How long is that space?  Look at Genesis 41:1, “After two whole years, Pharaoh dreamed…”
Joseph’s one request:  What was Joseph’s request to the Butler (the cup bearer)?  Verse 14, “and please do me the kindness to mention me to Pharaoh, and so get me out of this house”.  Bring me out of this prison!

Did the cup bearer remember Joseph?  Verse 23, “Yet the chief cupbearer did not remember Joseph, but forgot him.”

V. Exalt Jesus in the “Contentment” zone: the palace.  The hardest place to stay near to God is often when you are successful in life.  This is the place of earthly success and it is the most difficult place to be.  We are tempted with pride and ease when our we feel we are successful.  We are tempted to be lax and proud.  We are tempted to think it was all us.  Joseph interprets Pharaoh’s dream.  What’s the interpretation?  Joseph says that the Lord predicts seven years of famine and the Pharaoh believed him, and Joseph is elevated to second in command of Egypt!  This is amazing.  Look at Genesis 41:41-43, “And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, I have set you over all the land of Egypt.” 42  Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from his hand and put it on Joseph’s hand, and clothed him in garments of fine linen and put a gold chain about his neck. 43  And he made him ride in his second chariot. And they called out before him, “Bow the knee!” Thus he set him over all the land of Egypt..”
Application: 

A. God can do anything.  Wow!  What a turn around!  Do you believe God can do anything in any situation?  

B. God’s uses our valleys to prepare us for the mountain top.  Joseph’s reputation in service of Potiphar and the Chief Jailer has obviously preceded him and God moved Pharoah to elevate Joseph.

Just as Joseph said, famine hits the land, and Joseph’s brothers seek grain from Egypt.  They have to deal with Joseph.  They start having contact with Joseph.  Jacob sends all his sons except Benjamin.  Remember that Jacob’s true love is Rachael, but Rachael did not have any children until the very end—so Jacob’s two youngest children were from Rachael—the one he waited seven years for, and instead got Leah, then waited seven more years, and finally got his true love. 

So everyone is in Egypt except Benjamin.  Of course Joseph accuses them of being spies, hides money in their bags, has them arrested.  The brothers say they are innocent, so Joseph holds Simeon hostage to check out their story.  Joseph wants to see Benjamin.

Back in Canaan, Jacob is devastated.  Now he thinks both Joseph and Simeon are dead.  But in the end, Jacob sends them all back with Benjamin because he has no other choice. If he doesn’t send them back they will all die of starvation.  

Joseph then sends them with grain, but puts his golden cup in Benjamin’s sack and hauls him off incarcerated.  The brothers are shocked.  When all is said and done, Judah offers himself as a substitute for his brother.  At this point, Joseph is overwhelmed.  Look at Genesis 45.

Genesis 45:1-5, “Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them that stood by him; and he cried, Cause every man to go out from me. And there stood no man with him, while Joseph made himself known unto his brethren. 2  And he wept aloud: and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard. 3  And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph; doth my father yet live? And his brethren could not answer him; for they were troubled at his presence. 4  And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray you. And they came near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. 5  Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God did send me before you to preserve life.”

Joseph could have done anything with them, and he does nothing but love them and preserve their lives.  There really is so much more here, but we are out of time.  Let’s move to the lessons we learn from Joseph’s life.  
Now turn over to Genesis 50:19 and we see Joseph’s brothers once again.  Now Joseph had gone from that pit to the palace in Egypt, and his brothers are groveling before him, thinking Joseph is going to get even.  Look at Genesis 50:19-20, “his brethren also went and fell down before his face; and they said, Behold, we be thy servants. 19  And Joseph said unto them, Fear not: for am I in the place of God? 20  But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive.”  We are going to learn today that like Joseph, all believers need to have their lives knit not with this world that offers dreams of self-glory, and temporal satisfaction, but instead with dreams of God’s glory with a vision and a life that is lived for eternity.  

Conclusion: There are many places God calls us to serve Him, but we are to be faithful right where we are.  In every task, in every circumstance, we are to be faithful.  Where ever you are, trust in God to lead you.  “Trust in the LORD with all your heart,  and do not lean on your own understanding. 6  In all your ways acknowledge him,  and he will direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6).

I pray your greatest desire is to hear Christ say, “Well done good and faithful servant”.  
