Pursuing God in Passionate Prayer
By Pastor Matt Black

Bible Text: Genesis 32
September 3, 2014, 7pm
Living Hope Bible Church

Introduction:  Open your Bible to Genesis 32:24-32.  The title of our message is “Pursuing God in Passionate Prayer”.  
Isaiah 30:18, " Therefore the LORD waits to be gracious to you, and therefore he exalts himself to show mercy to you. For the LORD is a God of justice; blessed are all those who wait for him."
John Wesley said: “Give me one hundred [Christians] who fear nothing but sin and desire nothing but God, and I care not at all whether they be [pastors] or laymen; such alone will shake the gates of hell and set up the kingdom of heaven on earth. God does nothing but in answer to prayer.”

This evening we are looking at struggling with God, wrestling with God in prayer.  God could work just fine without our prayers, but He chooses to fulfill His plans through our praying!  

Prayer is not simply coming to God with our petitions, but it is that soul-searching holding on to God until He blesses us.  It is a longing not for simply answers, but for God Himself to break into our lives.  It’s ultimately God we seek after not the answers.  
Let us stand as we read God’s infallible Word this evening.  We want to meet with God this evening.  We don’t just want our heads to be filled with knowledge, but our hearts to be filled with God.  Would you pray in your heart even as we read the Scriptures today, that God would fill you with His Holy Spirit?  Ask Him to show Himself to you in the beauty of His holiness.  This evening we want God to fill us and to have His way in our lives!  
Genesis 32:24–31 (ESV), “And Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled with him until the breaking of the day.25 When the man [GOD] saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he [GOD] touched his hip socket, and Jacob's hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26 Then he [GOD] said, “Let me go, for the day has broken.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” 27 And he [GOD] said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then he said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with men, and have prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30 So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel,  saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life has been delivered.” 31 The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.”

God tells us that: “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” (James 5:16).  God calls us to fervent prayer. Yet many Christians cannot really look to great answers to prayer in their life.  I believe it is because by and large, we have forgotten the power of desperate prayer.  

Jacob literally stumbled upon this power in Hosea 12:3–4 (ESV), “In the womb he took his brother by the heel, and in his manhood he strove with God. 4 He strove with the angel and prevailed; he wept and sought his favor. He met God at Bethel, and there God spoke with us.” (Gen. 35:1-15)
God tackled Jacob in the form of a man, and Jacob learned to pray that night.  I think we need to ask ourselves this evening as to why many modern day Christians don’t have this kind of a prayer life.   I wonder if you are ready to ask God to teach you to pray in this way.  I want to show you this evening the path to powerful and passionate prayer.   
I. DESPERATE.  Well, first of all, fervent, urgent prayer occurs in the place of human Desperation.  We find out in verse 22 that Jacob awakes in the middle of the night.  There is trouble on his mind.  He can’t sleep.  He’s in a situation he can’t get out of.  It was early enough in the night that he had time to send his family and servants across the Brook Jabbok, and then go and find a solitary place where he would wrestle with God for the rest of the night.  Genesis 32:24, “And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day”.  Jacob was left alone.  His thoughts were racing.  His heart was pounding.  He was desperate.  
Application:  We will not pray fervently unless we sense our urgent need of God’s help.  Proud, self-sufficient people never pray fervently.  We will pray fervently only when we see our weakness.  Not too many urgent, fervent prayer go up to God on luxury cruise ships, but now if that ship starts to sink, then people begin to pray.  The greatest prayer warriors are those who sense their own dependence on God!  We need to realize we are on a sinking ship.  Life is a vapor that appears for a little while and vanishes away.  

A. CRISIS: Fervent prayer begins to flow when we sense our great need of God.  Many times we see ourselves most needy when we are afraid and alone.  Jacob was certainly afraid!  Genesis 32:7, ‘Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed”.  What was Jacob afraid of?  Well, he was afraid of dying.  Wouldn’t you be afraid too if 400 men were coming to destroy you?   Esau had vowed to destroy his brother twenty years earlier.  Jacob got word that his brother was on his way with 400 men!  What fear was coursing through Jacob’s heart!  He certainly feels this may be the last day that he’s going to be alive.  His family cannot comfort him.  His wealth cannot bring him comfort.  If our ultimate confidence is in men or possessions, all that confidence melts away when we look into the face of death.  Jacob had tried to control all the circumstances of his life.  He was deal maker.  He could usually talk or barter his way out of anything.  He did it with the birthright; he later negotiated with his Uncle Laban for Rachel; but now he’s facing something outside his control.  All his earthly comforts mean nothing.  On your death bed, you come to realize that the One who has power over life and death is the only one really in control.  O that we would wake up to our great need and live in the fear of the Lord.  “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom”!  
Application:  Do you sense your great need of God this evening?  Do you see the shortness of your life?  Do you feel the weight of your weakness?  Do you see your need of Christ in prayer this evening?  You will never truly pray until you feel your need of Him.  

Transition: Jacob was afraid, and it drove him to God.  And it drove him to get alone.  
B. Fervent prayer begins when we make it a priority to get alone with God.  F.B. Meyer once said, “The great tragedy of life is not unanswered prayer, but unoffered prayer”.
  Jacob made it a priority to get alone.  He sent his family and servants ahead of him, across the Brook Jabbok.  Then he got alone.  We read in verse 24, “And Jacob was left alone”.  And it was when Jacob was isolated from everyone and everything that he found himself wrestling with God.  Prayer demands that we shut out everything else in our life and get alone with God.  
I believe that if we in our congregation do not see God moving in a mighty way with specific and unusual answers to prayer, the main culprit is busyness.  We just simply find it impossible to get alone with God.  

There is a nearness and communion with God that we cannot know unless we are alone with God.  “Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you” (James 4:8).  He tells us: “Be still and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10).  You might say, ‘I’m too busy to spend time with God!’  I want you to know you are too busy not to pray.  

Martin Luther said, “If I fail to spend two hours in prayer each morning, the devil gets the victory through the day. I have so much business I cannot get on without spending three hours daily in prayer.”
 
A close friend of John Wesley, writes, “[Wesley] thought prayer to be more his business than anything else, and I have seen him come out of his closet with a serenity of face next to shining”.
  Wesley was known to spend two to three hours in prayer a day.

The Scottish preacher Robert Murray McCheyne who said, “I ought to spend the best hours in communion with God. It is my noblest and most fruitful employment, and it is not to be thrust into a corner. The morning hours, from six to eight, are the most uninterrupted and should be thus employed”.
 

No one is ever too busy to pray!  You simply have to say YES to God and NO to everything in this world.  Listen, you may not have three hours, but just you must begin somewhere.  You will never sense the nearness of God until you get away from friends and family and work, and just get alone with God.  That is why the Lord Jesus talks about praying in a closet.   He says, “and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret” (Matthew 6:6).   You’ve got to shut the door on every other priority and get completely alone with God.  Seek God’s Kingdom as your first priority.  

Adoniram Judson Illustration

You must make time for prayer.  Without it, you can do nothing.  

With prayer, you can do what men like Adoniram Judson, missionary to Burma did.  He went to a pagan land.  When Judson began his mission in Burma, he set a goal of translating the Bible and founding a church of 100 members before his death. When he died, he left the Burmese Bible, 100 churches, and over 8,000 believers.
  What was his secret?  Judson was not a great man.  He was a very weak man with a very powerful God.  Judson was a weak man and he knew it.  For this reason, he demanded of himself that he seek the Lord for two to three hours a day.  In his own writings, tells how he would find time for this.  He says, “Arrange your affairs, if possible, so that you can leisurely devote two or three hours every day” to prayer.  Judson was known to divide this prayer time into seven sections throughout the day.    You say, how did he do it?  Well, I’ll let him tell you. He writes the following: “Endeavor seven times a day to withdraw from business and company, and lift up thy soul to God in private retirement. Begin the day by rising after midnight and devoting some time amid the silence and darkness of the night to this sacred work. Let the hour of opening dawn find thee at the same work. Let the hours of nine, twelve, three, six, and nine at night witness the same. Be resolute in His cause. Make all practical sacrifices to maintain it. Consider that thy time is short and that business and company must not be allowed to rob thee of thy God.”
  
These men were many times afraid.  The tasks were impossible.  The burdens were unbearable.  But it is good to know your need, to be afraid and alone is good if you are with God.   Application: You see it is often when we are afraid and alone that God apprehends us!  He invades our life and wrestles us to the ground.  
Leonard Ravenhill had a motto in life that really hits the nail on the head.  

He said, “Quit playing, start praying. Quit feasting, start fasting. Talk less with men, talk more with God. Listen less to men, listen to the words of God.”  Oh, how we need that kind of desperate wrestling with God in prayer!
Transition:  Of course, after desperation comes an intervention by God.  We see that God overtakes Jacob unexpectedly.  He’s alone, and God overtakes him and intervenes.  
II. DESPERATE FOR GOD. So I want you to see secondly, that it is through fervent, urgent prayer that God Intervenes and breaks through into our lives.  It is always God’s plan to use desperate human circumstances to bring His children closer to Himself.  Christ said in John 15:2, “every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit”.  

Have you ever heard the expression: God got a  hold of me?  Well, God literally gets a hold of Jacob this night.  Jacob was alone.  Jacob was not seeking after God.  It is God that wrestles with Jacob.  He wrestles with Jacob until the breaking of the day.  God’s got a purpose for it.  God holds onto Jacob until Jacob is broken of himself!  
A. God’s purpose in tackling us is first to clear our schedules of everything but Him!  Paul said “for me to live is Christ” (Philippians 1:21).   That is the purpose statement of every Christian.  We are to seek first His kingdom and righteousness.  Verse 24 tells us that: “Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day.”  God wants to clear our schedules.  He wrestled with Jacob for quite a long time.  He was teaching him that nothing is more worth while than spending your time with God.  Jacob was always trying to find ways to cut corners, to save time, to get the job done creatively.   

HEAL GRABBER TRIPPED!

God puts a sudden stop to Jacob’s scheming.  He wrestles him to the ground!  The word “wrestle” in verse 24 means to “trip a man by the heel”.
  Jacob, whose name means “heel-grabber”—had been tripping people up all his life, and now suddenly, God trips Jacob up!  It says that God wrestled with him “until the breaking of the day.”  God was teaching Jacob that spending time God is never a waste of time!  
Best of Times / Worst of Times

Sometimes the worst of times is the best of times!  You will find that your seasons of deepest prayer will come suddenly, as if God accosts you and takes you down.  These times of prayer will often come in times of deep trial.  

Sometimes your trials are unexpected to you, but they are not unexpected to the God who controls your life and destiny.  He’ll tackle you at times in your life.  He wants to break you so that He can mold you and use you.  He wants you to see that there is no better way to spend your time than in prayer with Him! 

Application:  If you are God’s child, be sure that He will do what ever it takes to get your time.  He’s promised to conform you into the image of Jesus Christ (Romans 8:29).  God will do what ever it takes to grab your heel and get you into prayer with Him.  God may clear your schedule by tripping you up with health problems, with work-related pressure, with a difficult family situation, or a thousand other ways. 
B. God’s purpose is to break us and to bring us to the end of ourselves.  We read in Genesis 32:25, “When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him”.  Jacob is wrestling, but he’s not prevailing.  He’s giving forth all his power and energy to get out of this situation!  You might ask, what is Jacob doing all night long?

SEEKING GOD’S FAVOR: DESIRING GOD

We have to go to another place in Scripture to find out what was actually happening during Jacob’s encounter with God.  In Hosea 12:3-4, we read that Jacob, In the womb he took his brother by the heel, and in his manhood he strove with God. 4 He strove with the angel and prevailed; he wept and sought his favor. He met God at Bethel, and there God spoke with us”.  The word “sought His  favor” means “to desire.”  It means “a wanting, a need, a strong desire, a heart-cry, an agony of heart”.  The kind of prayer that prevails at the throne of God is not a generic mouthing of meaningless phrases.  Fervent supplication is the overflow of a burdened heart.
SEEKING GOD’S BLESSING WITH TEARS

There is supplication and tears here.  Verse 26 gives the real key to fervent prayer.  What was Jacob’s strong desire?  What was his agony of heart?  Verse 26 he says: “I will not let you go, unless you bless me”.  That’s the attitude we need to come to God with.  We need to strive with God until we have the blessing of His presence!  James 5:16, “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much”.  God is ready to hear the passionate prayers of His children. Let our hearts be burdened and carry us to the throne of grace.
GOD BREAKS JACOB

So how does God answer?  It seems cruel, but it is the most merciful thing God can do.  God literally breaks Jacob.  His hip socket is taken out of joint!  This is the story of God crippling a man.  God disables Jacob, and God wants to disable you.  You see Jacob’s foremost enemy was NOT Esau.  His foremost enemy was his own pride, self-sufficiency. It was his own forgetfulness of the living God.  In other words, your greatest enemy is not what you think it is.  Your greatest enemy is yourself!  
MESSENGER OF SATAN TO BEAT ME UP

Let me tell you that the pathway to blessedness is brokenness.  Paul knew this.  He said in 2 Corinthians 12:7-12 , “…So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”

Application:  Has your heart grown hard?  Does your heart need breaking?  Are there areas of deceit in your life?  As Christians, brokenness and moldability begins with a real facing of our own scheming and guile in our heart.  What sin are you regarding in your heart right now?  You can hide it from all of us, but you cannot hide it from God.  I’m praying that God would take each one of us down in a wrestling match of self-examination.  God wants to break you of self-dependence and pride. 

Say with David in Psalm 139:23-24, “Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: 24  And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting”.  

There is awesomeness about being alone with God.  In that moment all you have is you, your sinful life, and a merciful God.  It is when we are alone that we can reflect on the true meaning of life.  Have you ever paused long enough to reflect on your life lately?  Where are you going?  Why are you going there?  What are you here on this earth for?  It is true that many are so caught up in the race of life, that they may gain the whole world and yet lose their own soul.  Being alone with God is the most eternally profitable investment of your time.  It breaks us.  

III. TRASFORMATION.  Thirdly, fervent, urgent prayer is God’s path to Transformation.  There is a point of change in this wrestling match.  Until the breaking of the day, Jacob is losing the match.  It says in verse 25 that “When the man [GOD] saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him..”  There was a great change that occurred here, because in the next verse, Jacob is seeking God’s blessing: Then he [GOD] said, “Let me go, for the day has broken.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” (verse 26).  
Suddenly Jacob gets a hold of God and he will not let go.   I think Jacob’s heart went from inward anxiety to inward excitement.   Jacob says, “I will not let you go, except you bless me”.  That’s the attitude we need to come to God with.  We need to strive with God with that inward excitement until we have the blessing of His presence!  James 5:16, “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much”.  In the Christian life, blessing comes through brokenness.
A. By wrestling with God, we get a new vision.  
Face to Face

God actually opens our eyes to see Him “face to face”.  In verse 7 we the only thing Jacob could see was the murderous face of His brother Esau.  But now in verse 30, Jacob says, ‘I’m going to call this place “Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face”.   He no longer thinks he’s wrestling with a man, but he knows he wrestling with God!  God broke into Jacob’s world that night.   Almighty God is wrestling with Jacob.  This is what we call a Christophany—a pre-incarnate appearance of Christ in the form of a man.  This is the “Messenger of the Covenant”, the “Angel of the Lord”, the second person of the Trinity who would become flesh.  Malachi would prophesy in chapter 3:1, “Behold…the Lord, whom you seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant”.  The One who would one day “suddenly come to his temple” had now suddenly come to Jacob and tripped him up!  Jacob’s crisis experience pushed him to God and God opened Jacob’s eyes to his own pride and self-sufficiency.  Praise God for trials.  They lift you out of the comfort zone and push you into the arms of God.  

B. By wrestling with God, we get a new power.  
26 But Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” 27 And he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then he said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with men, and have prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him.

In prayer, Jacob receives God’s blessing.  No longer does he need to scheme.  No longer does he need to fear the face of Esau.  He now can’t stop thinking about the face of God.  Great Christians know what it is to walk alone with God.  We know that the power to transform men’s lives is not chiefly in the preaching but in the prayer closet!  More is accomplished in the prayer closet than in the preaching.  More is accomplished in prayer than in evangelism.  We can talk all day long, but if we do not have the power of God that comes through prayer, our words are often powerless.  Yes “the Gospel is the power of God unto salvation to everyone who believes” it, but we can only believe through the “working of his mighty power”.   

C. By wrestling with God, we also get a new identity.  
Jacob gets a name change.  All our life the world teaches us that we need to make our name great.  God turns everything around.   Jacob finds out his purpose is to make God’s name great!  
Israel: Prevailer with God

Verses 27-28, “And he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then he said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with men, and have prevailed.”.  Jacob received a new name.  His name is now Israel.  He’s a prevailer with God and men. Princes have their position by the grace of God.  They are tools in the hand of God.  They have authority that affects thousands if not millions of people’s lives.  We also on a spiritual level are princes with God and men.  We have the everlasting Gospel, and our prayers can affect the destiny of nations.  

D. By wrestling with God, we also get a new walk.  
Verse 31, “The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.”.  In the Christian life, blessing comes through brokenness.   Jacob had a new walk. From then on, Jacob walked with a limp!  Jacob was a broken man.  His circumstances did not change immediately, but God blessed Jacob.  God met Esau somewhere along the trail and changed his heart because when he finally came to Jacob he "ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck and kissed him: and they wept" (Genesis 33:4).  The real treasure of this encounter with God was not the changing of Jacob’s circumstances, but the changing of his heart.  

BLESSING COMES THROUGH BROKENNESS

Conclusion: Blessing comes through brokenness.  Power comes through prayer.  Don’t let this just be another sermon.  You can change the world through prayer!  But it will take a total realigning of your priorities.  
My challenge to you is to take God at His world.  There is an impossible work to do.  But we must go forward on our knees in passionate, fervent prayer!  “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” (James 5:16).  
MOODY

DL Moody said “Every great movement of God can be traced to a kneeling figure."
  And it is true.  When you look at the revivals that have occurred here and around the world, it all goes back to people giving themselves to fervent prayer.  It could mean the turning of our families and our nation back to God.  Will you make a commitment to wrestle with God in that fervent, passionate prayer?   Will you say to God: “I will not let you go, except you bless me” (verse 26)?
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