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Introduction: Where did sin come from?  We are studying in the book of Genesis chapter 3, and up until this point we have learned that God made a wonderful creation all without sin in it.  

But we come to a curious verse in Genesis 3:1, “Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made.  He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?”  Here we have a serpent questioning the authority of God?

In the Beginning Everything was Perfect

It certainly wasn’t this way in the beginning.  Genesis 1:31a tells us that “God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good.”  Every crea​ture that had breath gave praise to God.  Adam and Eve worshipped the LORD in perfect holiness. There was not even a shadow of sin in their hearts. What shone from within them was the radiance of righteousness.  In the be​ginning, everything in the world was beautiful and pure. But that was in the beginning. 
Sadly, a radical change occurred. Now much of what is in the world is ugly and evil. Look in any newspaper or on the TV. There you will see photos and video and news recording the wretchedness and wickedness of the human condition.
And if there were cameras that could photograph the human heart, you would not find what God made; you would not see thoughts that were only pure and good and true. No, there inside the human heart you would see a that which displeases God.  
· “The heart is deceitful above all things,  and desperately sick;  who can understand it?” (Jeremiah 17:9).  God made the human heart to love Him and seek after Him.  
· Now of all the millions and millions of human beings that now live upon the earth, “there is none righteous, no not one” (Romans 3:10), although the first two people were created “very good.”
What happened? God created perfect people, but what happened to the human race? How did a world that was once so wonderful for man become so sinful and sorrowful? What happened? To answer these questions we must go back to a time at the very beginning to the time when God created the angels.
I. What Do We Know About the Angels?  
A. When Did God Create the Angels? 
· The Genesis account does not tell us.  The first angel we meet is a fallen angel in the form of a serpent in Genesis 3:1.  So, when did God create the angels?  
· According to Job 38:7, it was sometime during the first week when God created angels.  And there were multitudes of angels— who lived in heaven with God.  We know this heavenly host was brought into existence very early, because they witnessed the creation of the world and worshipped God for His most wonderful work. The LORD says that when He laid the earth's foundation man was not there, but “the morning stars [A METAPHOR FOR ANGELS] sang together  and all the sons of God shouted for joy " (Job 38:7). 
B. What Do Angels Do?  
· They are innumerable.  In heaven there are still “innumerable angels” worshipping God (Hebrews 12:22). Heaven is filled with the sound of God’s holy angels, a host “numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands,” singing praises to the Lord (Revelation 5:11).
· All these mighty angels were created, like us, to praise and worship and glorify the LORD.  Psalm 148:1-2, “Praise the LORD!  Praise the LORD from the heavens;  praise him in the heights! 2  Praise him, all his angels;  praise him, all his hosts!”  

· They are God’s servants.  God created the angels to be His servants.  According to Hebrews 1:7, God made them to be like gushes of “wind” who minister like wondrous “flames of fire”.  Psalm 103:20-21 give us their job description: “Bless the LORD, O you his angels,  you mighty ones who do his word,  obeying the voice of his word! 21  Bless the LORD, all his hosts,  his ministers, who do his will!”
· They are servants sent to help true believers, both Old and New Testament saints.  In Hebrews 1:14, speaking of the angels, the writer of Hebrews asks: “Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those who are to inherit salvation?”  So the angels were created by God and for God’s glory (Colossians 1:16), but the Lord graciously uses this heavenly army of angelic beings to serve us and help us, the saints of God.  How great is the LORD that our heavenly Father has for us!

· Angels do not get married.  Matthew 22:30, “For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.”

· Some angels have wings and proclaim day and night that God is Holy.  Isaiah described the scene he saw around the throne of God in Isaiah 6:1-3, “In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple.  2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3  And one called to another and said:  “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;  the whole earth is full of his glory!”
C. What Do Angels Look Like? 

· Angels are unbelievably beautiful to look at.  The apostle John, to whom God revealed the sight of many angels in heaven, described the appearance of one of them. He testified: "I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, wrapped in a cloud, with a rainbow over his head, and his face was like the sun, and his legs like pillars of fire." (Revelation 10:1). 
· Some angels have wings.  Isaiah 6:1-3, “In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple.  2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3  And one called to another and said:  “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;  the whole earth is full of his glory!”
· If we saw one, they are so beautiful, we might be tempted to worship it.  These heavenly beings were so magnificent that if you or I saw one, we would be tempted to fall down at the angel's feet to worship him.  That’s what happened when the Apostle John saw one.  Look at Revelation 22:8-9, “I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me, 9  but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers the prophets”. 

Transition:  Shockingly, sin did not begin with man, it began with some of the angels.

II. Sin began among some of the angels. The angels were created to praise and serve the LORD in heaven, but many of them were not content with the exalted position that God had given them. 
A. There was War in Heaven. We have an account of the fall of the angels in Revelation 12:7-9, “Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought back, 8  but he was defeated and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. 9  And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.”

B. Some of the angels left their first position of holiness.  Jude 1:6, “And the angels who did not stay within their own position of authority, but left their proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains under gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great day.”

They rebelled against the LORD. They used their God-given gifts of freedom and brilliance and power to treacherously revolt against their Creator, Who had so graciously and gloriously blessed them. There came to be a host of other angels, an army of evil spirits, who were opposed to God and everything good. 
C. The rebellious angels became demons and devils.  They are now called “cosmic powers over this present darkness” and “spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12). The Bible says: “…God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment” (2 Peter 2:4). These traitorous angels lost their heavenly home; they were banished forever from the grace of God, being condemned and imprisoned forever in their own wickedness. Wander where they would, they were condemned to perish forever.  How great was their fall! 
· Human beings have not escaped involvement in this cosmic clash between good and evil.   Ephesians 6:12, “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.”
D. Satan leads the hosts of hell.  He also is leading astray the whole world, and is the chief of the fallen angels, called the "Prince of Darkness," the "Prince of Demons," the "Prince of this World" (John 12:31; 14:30). 
· He is called the god of this world.  2 Corinthians 4:4, “In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”

· He masquerades as an angel of light, but he is the father of lies.  2 Corinthians 11:14, “And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.”  Jesus says to the Pharisees in John 8:44, “You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”
· Jesus was there at the fall of Satan.  He said in Luke 10:18, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.”

· He is called the Devil and Satan, because, (as the Greek and Hebrew words mean,) he is an accuser, a slanderer, an adversary. 
· He is called our Adversary: “Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8). 
· He is called the Evil One: “…the whole world lies in the power of the evil one” (1 John 5:19), for he is “the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience” (Ephesians 2:2). 
· He is called the Tempter (Matthew 4:3), who entices men to sin. Jesus says in John 8:44, “He is a liar and the Father of Lies” (John 8:44).  He is called “the deceiver of the whole world” (Revelation 12:9). 
· The devil is also alluded to as “Lucifer.” Lucifer means the Shining One or the Morning Star, because he was created as a bright and brilliant heavenly being, (although now he only masquerades as an angel of light.) God gave this so-called Lucifer an exalted position among the heavenly host, but he was not content.

This angel wanted to take the position Most High himself! Lucifer was not content being a ministering spirit, whose purpose was to worship God and whose service was to obey Him. 
In prophesying against the earthly king of Babylon, Isaiah alludes to the events that transpired in heaven between God and Lucifer during this “war in heaven”.  We read in Isaiah 14:12-14, “How you are fallen from heaven,  O Day Star, son of Dawn!  How you are cut down to the ground,  you who laid the nations low! 13  You said in your heart,  ‘I will ascend to heaven;  above the stars of God  I will set my throne on high;  I will sit on the mount of assembly  in the far reaches of the north; 14  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds;  I will make myself like the Most High.” 
So he rebelled against God and a multitude of the heavenly host joined him in that rebellion—but “God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment” (2 Peter 2:4).

III. Earth is now the new war zone.  This war is still being waged; the battle ground had simply shifted and extended to include another part of God's dominion. Earth became the new war zone. At some point in time here on earth, Satan began “going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it” (Job 1:7, 2:2). The Bible tells us that “Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8).

In those first early days, what did Satan find as he roamed and prowled around this world? 
A. Satan found Adam and his wife, male and female, who were made of flesh and blood.  They must have looked strange to Lucifer.  They did not shine like the angels. They were children of God, both pure and good, and they reflected the light of the LORD. 
Satan hated that light! He hated holiness and he hated these humans! He must snuff out their light, which shone so clearly, not only in this new world, but in the entire universe. Yes, this “Prince of Darkness,” the devil, must snuff out their light, but how?

B. Satan had no power over Adam and Eve at first.  He was not always the “god of this world”.  As we begin Genesis 3, we find that man is in charge of the earth.  He’s been given dominion over it to rule in it.  

Satan had no power.  He could not shrivel so much as a blade of grass, because the earth was not yet his domain. He had no power in this world, for all authority had been given to the man and woman. They had been given rule over all the earth. It belonged to them, and they belonged to God, not Satan. 
C. The only way Satan could conquer the world was to conquer Adam and Eve. The only way Satan could take control of this world was to take control of the man and the woman. The only way Satan could become "the prince of this world" was to destroy its God-appointed monarchs. All Satan had to do was make the man and woman fall. All he had to do was make them sin, make them eat from that forbidden tree, and they would surely die!
D. Satan was already experienced in this line of work having already enticed multitudes of heaven's angels to rebel against God. If he could lead legions of angelic beings to follow him, why not these weak little worms of the earth as well? How could they possibly stand against an angel, who was so much stronger and more powerful than they were? Of course, on their own they could not. If they were alone in this battle, against Satan and his army of demons, they were surely and hopelessly and eternally lost-but, thanks be to God, they were not alone! God was with them! 
They could be strong in the LORD and in His mighty power. In that way they could take their stand against the devil's schemes. But would they? When the day of evil came, would they turn to the LORD and trust in Him? When the day of evil came, would they stand or would they fall? That day, the day when they would be tested and tempted, was coming soon.

That day came in Genesis 3.  We will study it in detail in the coming weeks, but it all began with the temptation of the devil.

Transition:  The war in heaven is now a battle on earth. It is a war between the Holy One and the Evil One.  Satan has no power compared to our infinite God.  It is not an equal fight.  Satan is a created being, a little ant compared to the Lord God Almighty.  Nevertheless, the Bible, from beginning to end, from Genesis to Revelation, speaks of this battle. 
IV. In this war Satan is continually, definitively, and ultimately defeated. Satan's defeat is a past, present and future event.  It has happened, is happening, and will definitively happen in the future.  
A. We see that the serpent was immediately judged by God. 
· Satan is defeated at the beginning.  We see in the beginning that the serpent is cursed by God; he is cast to the dust and waits to be crushed.  Genesis 3:14-15, “The LORD God said to the serpent,  “Because you have done this,  cursed are you above all livestock  and above all beasts of the field;  on your belly you shall go,  and dust you shall eat  all the days of your life. 15  I will put enmity between you and the woman,  and between your offspring and her offspring;  he shall bruise your head,  and you shall bruise his heel.”  The promise of Jesus’ coming and Satan’s defeat is prophesied.  This is called the proto-evangelium, or the first appearance of the Gospel.  
· We see Satan defeated when the Lord Jesus Christ triumphed over the powers of darkness by his crucifixion on the cross (Colossians 2:15). Just before His crucifixion Jesus said, “Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. 32  And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself” (John 12:31).

B. We presently see Satan defeated through the perseverance of the saints. We find the beautiful song by the saints in heaven in Revelation 12, “Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. 11  And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death” (Revelation 12:10-11).  Daily Christians are put to death, and by not giving in they conquer the evil one through the blood of the Lamb.  All those who die faithful in Christ can sing this song!  

C. We see Satan defeated at the end at the Second Coming of Christ.  This is when the Son of God, the Son of Man, comes on the clouds of the sky, in power and great glory, with thousands upon thousands of his holy angels to judge the wicked (Matthew 16:27; Jude 14), who are cursed and cast into the lake of fire prepared for “the devil and his angels” (Matthew 25:41). In the end we see the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil or Satan, thrown into the lake of fire, where he will be tormented for ever and ever.  Revelation 20:10, “the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur”.  
Paul alludes to this in Romans 16:20, “The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet”.   
One day he is coming to inflict wrath on all who reject Him, including Satan.  2 Thessalonians 1:8, Jesus is coming “in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.” 
God will be glorified on earth, and nothing, NOTHING, not even the most evil or the most powerful angel in the universe, could stop God from being glorified in heaven and on earth. One day multitudes of human beings will join myriads of angels in the worship of God. Together we will raise our voices in a shout of triumph and worship, that would drown out the roar of the enemy forever.
The wicked one will soon be silenced by the overwhelming sound of God's praises. Like the roar of many waters, the sound of the righteous rejoicing and the saints who overcome through Christ will be all that we hear.  
Revelation 19:6-7, “Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out,  “Hallelujah!  For the Lord our God  the Almighty reigns. 7  Let us rejoice and exult  and give him the glory,  for the marriage of the Lamb has come,  and his Bride has made herself ready”.  

Conclusion:  We have great reason for rejoicing, because though there was war in heaven and there is war on earth, there is coming a day when the King of kings and Lord of lords conquers all and puts all of his enemies under His feet.  And our great enemy, the accuser of the brethren, the deceiver will be cast into the Lake of fire.  And Christ will reign supremely for ever and ever and ever.  Amen!



























� Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture is from the English Standard Version of the Holy Bible.  





