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“God will not lightly or easily lose His people. He has provided well for us: blood to wash us in; a Priest to pray for us, that we may be made to persevere; and, in case we foully fall, an Advocate to plead our cause.”   
- John Bunyan
O
pen your Bible to Hebrews 2. We are continuing a series from the Book of Hebrews entitled “Incarnation.” This morning we are looking at a message entitled: "Jesus, Our Great High Priest."
Who Do You Know?
When we are in a bind, it’s always good to know someone who can help.

When I was a child, my dad always told me about his Uncle Jack Reed.  Jack Reed earlier in life was married to the infamous female outlaw, Belle Star when they lived out in Oregon.  My great uncle Jack, later married to my grandmother’s sister, my great Aunt Alma.  My Uncle Jack Reed always had a way of running into famous people.  
At one time in his life he was offered the opportunity to be manager for the entrepreneur of a certain animation company in Orlando Florida.  The business man’s name as you know was Walt Disney.  My Uncle Jack turned him down.  He said, who would ever want to watch a silly little mouse named “Steamboat Willey!”  Of course, his name was later changed to “Mickey Mouse.”  My Uncle Jack didn’t know Walt Disney from anyone else on the planet. He didn’t see his potential greatness!
We Didn’t Recognize Jesus

So it was with our Lord Jesus. He came in human flesh. He wasn’t recognized as our Creator.  He was born in a feeding trough.  He had set aside the active use of His attributes to become a brother in the human race – He was made a man! 
He did this, our text says so that he could be a priest for us.
The Need for a Priest
When we are in trouble, we need an advocate.  We need someone to lead the way and work for our good.  Jesus has done that. It was an impossible task, but what is impossible for man is possible with God. We need a priest.  We have the best of all priests.  Jesus is our high priest.

Holy Scripture
Hebrews 2:14-18, “Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.”
Docetist Heresy
Most of the heresies of the early church had to do in one way or another with the person of Jesus Christ. On the one hand, there were those who denied the full divinity of Jesus, a view most closely identified with Arius, a preacher from Alexandria in Egypt. The Arians held that however great Jesus was, he was still less than the eternal and almighty God. On the other hand were the Docetists, so called for the Greek word dokeō, which means “to seem” or “to appear.” These held that while the divine Christ may have appeared as a man, he nonetheless was not. It would have been unworthy for the divine to take up flesh, they argued, much less to die in shame and weakness upon a cross.

Council of Nicaea

The first church council at Nicaea, meeting in a.d. 325, dealt with such matters. It specifically condemned Arianism as a heresy, affirming Christ’s full divinity and his full humanity. The Nicene Creed described our Lord Jesus Christ as “God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father … and [he] was made man.”

Jesus became our High Priest for several reasons.  First…
I. Jesus defeated death (vs. 14a). “through death he might destroy… death”
Holy Scripture
Hebrews 2:14-16, “Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham.”

Jesus Genuinely Took on Our “Flesh and Blood”
Hebrews 2:14a, “Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things…”

In order to defeat death, Jesus had to get to a place where He could die Himself. 

The Word “Share”
The word Share is from the Greek koinōnia, meaning to have fellowship, communion, or partnership. It involves having something in common with others. All human beings have flesh and blood. In this we are all alike. It is our common nature.

Had to be Made Flesh Vicariously, Not a Phantom
Hebrews 2:14, 16, “Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things…” He goes on to say in verse 16: “For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham.”

Jesus’ incarnation had to be real—“flesh and blood.” He couldn’t be a phantom or something else as Arius (an early heretic) believed.  He had to become “flesh and blood” to vicariously like a perfect life and vicariously die an obedient death.

As God’s chosen people, people of flesh and blood, Israel had broken the covenant.  Indeed all of us have broken God’s covenant represented by the 10 Commandments. 

Christ had to put on our nature because He had to die.  Angels don’t die.  Phantoms don’t die.  Christ did not take on the nature of an angel or a phantom. He took on a human nature.  He became frail for us so that He could die in our place. 

Christ Took on the Nature of Human Beings

Christ did not come to redeem angels but men. So He took on Himself the form of Abraham’s descendants and became a Jew. William Norman Ewer famously quipped: “How odd of God to choose the Jews.”. We wonder why He chose them and not some other race or nation on whom to show His special favor. But if He had chosen some other group, we would ask the same question about them. He simply chose them in His sovereign will out of love. “The Lord did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in number than any of the peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but because the Lord loved you and kept the oath which He swore to your forefathers” (Deut. 7:7–8).

Because He was Flesh and Blood Christ Had the Right to Die for Us

Because He was flesh and blood like us, Christ had the right to die for His people’s sins, in their place. It was not enough for Him to take on the nature of angels.  He had to be cursed.  He had to take on our sin.  

In Paul’s language, “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21), and “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: ‘Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree’ ” (Galatians 3:13).

Calvin Quote
John Calvin put it this way: “[In becoming our high priest], the infinite love of Christ towards us appears; but its overflowing appears in this—that Christ put on our nature that He might make himself capable of dying, for as God he could not undergo death… He has so delivered us from the tyranny of the devil, that we are rendered safe, and that he has so redeemed us from death, that it is no longer to be dreaded.”
 We no longer need to fear the slavemaster of death because Jesus has executed the slave master.
Through death, Jesus destroyed death.  He put death to death! 
Gollum
Some of you remember the ugliest character Gollum in the Tolkien stories of The Lord of the Rings.  Gollum was once a Hobbit but became corrupted by the ring.  You remember that Gollum ultimately was destroyed when the ring was destroyed.  He bit off Bilbo’s finger in order to keep the ring and began dancing wildly thinking he would now be happy. But he fell into the lava of Mount Doom and there died with the ring. 

So it is with most people.  People die being distracted by trinkets.  But for us Jesus takes the ring and jumps into the lava of Mount Doom on our behalf.  He willingly takes on death for us.  But Jesus defeats death! 

Offered Himself as a Sacrifice to Destroy Death
Jesus is the High Priest that offers up Himself as a sacrifice for us.  We read in Hebrews 10:12 that Jesus, "when he had offered up one sacrifice for sin, for ever sat down on the right hand of God" (Heb 10:12).  And He had such an amazing victory over death that He sat down in triumph.  
How did Jesus destroy death?  By disarming the devil.  If death is no longer a factor, the devil is no longer a factor.

II. Jesus disarmed the devil (vs. 14b-16). “through death He might destroy the one who has the power of death.”
Holy Scripture
Hebrews 2:14-16, “Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham.”

Disarming the Devil
By destroying death, Jesus disarmed the devil of his greatest weapon: fear of death. Through death, Jesus disarmed the devil!  

You see through Jesus’ death, all the legal demands of your sin were cancelled. Consider what Paul says in Colossians 2:13-15, “And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.”

Like Mike
In anticipation of Michael Jordan’s 50th birthday a few years ago, journalist Wright Thompson spent some time with the retired basketball player and found out something interesting.  With over a billion dollars in net worth, Michael Jordan still isn’t happy. With six NBA titles, five MVPs, ten scoring titles, 14 All-Star appearances, and many other feats, you might think Jordan’s legacy would give him peace. But life off the court, particularly since his final retirement in 2003, hasn’t been so happy. Jordan is quoted about his unhappiness.  He says, “I would give up everything now to go back and play the game of basketball,” he confesses. When asked how he replaces it, Jordan simply states, “You don’t. You learn to live with it.”

Jordan seeks to distract himself with playing golf, with ownership of the Charlotte Hornets, with motorcycle racing. You see, like everyone else on the planet, all that sparkles is fleeting.  Death is coming. We are all born with the slavish fear of death.

All Glory is Fleeting

There’s a fable about returning Roman generals who rode in victory parades through the streets of the capital; a slave stood behind them, whispering in their ears, “All glory is fleeting.” All that sparkles is quickly passing away. No one is doing that for professional athletes or anyone of us.  No one except the Word that I am proclaiming to you this morning.   

The peace you seek isn’t available on a basketball court or a golf course but on a little hill outside Jerusalem. There, Yahweh incarnate hung in the place of sinners
Jesus Came to Destroy the Devil and Deliver Us from Fear to Death
Jesus disarmed the devil. He stripped him of his greatest weapon.  This is the reason Christ came into the world as a man. His purpose is defined by two key actions that Jesus takes. The first is “to destroy.” Jesus came to destroy the power of Satan who held mankind in slavish fear to death.  The second action Jesus takes is “to deliver” us from slavery to death. Like Moses in the exodus, Jesus came to set his people free. He destroys the devil and then opens the prison doors for our freedom.

Emancipation Proclamation
We are have just passed the 151 anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation.  On January 1, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation as the nation approached its third year of bloody civil war. The proclamation declared "that all persons held as slaves" within the rebel states "are, and henceforward shall be free.”

When you were born again, God freed you from the fear of death!  You have peace now! 
For Me to Live is Christ
The thing that terrifies people more than anything else is death. It is a horrible fear, the king of terrors. But when we receive Jesus Christ, death holds no more fear. We have been released from bondage to the fear of death, and, instead, actually look forward to it. We say with Paul, “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Phil. 1:21) and “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” (1 Cor. 15:55). Death no longer holds any fear, for it simply releases us into the presence of our Lord. Why? Because we have placed our hands into the hands of the Conqueror of death,

III. Jesus mediates for you when you are in need (vs. 17-18). “he is able to help those who are being tempted.”
No longer do you have to fear death, and even in your daily temptations, Christ is here to help you!  Jesus has a present ministry to help you.  He is our Mediator.
1 Timothy 2:5, “For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”

Holy Scripture
Hebrews 2:17-18, “17 Therefore he [Jesus] had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.”

In other words, because Jesus is our High Priest, you are guaranteed to always be growing and changing in Christ. He’s always going to help you when you are tempted.
Jesus is Active in Mercy
Hebrews 2:17, “Therefore he [Jesus] had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God.”

Jesus’ experiences in human flesh made him a mediator who is first and foremost merciful. Mercy is more than an emotion. 
For example, suppose you were driving in the country and came across an accident in which a victim was lying in the road with no one to assist him. You ache for the person, you feel a surge of compassion, but you do nothing and drive on. Why? Because you are unmerciful! 
To be merciful, one must act to alleviate another’s pain. Jesus repeatedly modeled this in the Gospels when he had compassion on the hungry or the ill or the grieving, and then mercy in meeting their needs (cf. Mark 1:41; 8:2, 3; Luke 7:13).
  And today, Jesus has that same attitude toward you.  He is not deaf.  He hears your cries. He is not blind.  He sees your need.  He is not emotionless.  He feels your temptations. He loves you and is actively mediating for you.

Once a Year
Once a year on Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, the High Priest would go into the most holy place and mediate for the people’s sins.  So it is that Jesus is our merciful and faithful high priest.  He has satisfied the wrath of God.  He has made atonement.

Propitiation - Meaning
Hebrews 2:17, “Therefore he [Jesus] had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.”

Propitiation means to put away the divine wrath.
 When people sin, they arouse the wrath of God (Romans 1:18) and become enemies of God (Romans 5:10). The Old and New Testaments reveal an utterly holy God whose holy nature demands wrath against all sin. Wrath is the reverse side of his holiness. God cannot set aside his wrath toward our sin and remain holy.
This is where the propitiating love of God comes in. To obtain our salvation for us, God himself met the demands of his holiness in Christ, which, because of the oneness of the Trinity, means he met the demands of his holiness himself. He has, in a manner of speaking, propitiated himself in our place!

Our Priestly Propitiation
Thus, we see that God, through Christ, our priestly propitiator, has done everything for us. Paul speaks of this in Romans 3:24, 25 where he describes believers as “being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood…”(NASB).
There is no difference between the religious person and the pagan.  Both Jew and Gentile are under sin.  We are under the wrath of God! But Christ propitiated the wrath of God.  God’s sense of justice is satisfied! 

Jesus Suffered when Tempted
As High Priest, the Bible says Jesus suffered when he was tempted. Hebrews 2:18, “For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.”

How did Jesus suffer when he was tempted? Common sense tells us he experienced the general temptations we all know—pride, envy, hatred, self-gratification, to name a few. But there was one great difference—he was sinless. And this is exactly why he suffered. Being the sinless Son of God, temptations repulsed him far more than they could us. Many are tempted, but never suffer when tempted. The terrible truth is, multitudes find daily temptations to be a perverted source of pleasure. 
Hand in Cookie Jar Resisting Temptation
I am reminded of the story of the young boy in the kitchen who, asked by his mother, “What are you doing?” replied, “I’m just standing here with my hand in the cookie jar, resisting temptation.”

The Greatest Temptation of Christ
But his greatest suffering occurred, as the Scriptures specifically point out, when he was tempted to forsake his calling and take an easy way out. Matthew tells us that immediately after Jesus’ baptism, he was led out into the desert where he was tempted by the devil and that at the root of each of the three diabolical temptations was the lure to leave his vocation for an easier way (Matthew 4:1–11). 
Later, as he was establishing his ministry, Satan employed Jesus’ own family to try to dissuade him through domestic rejection, because they thought “He is out of his mind” (Mark 3:21). 
And then, at the apex of his ministry, Peter publicly rebuked Jesus for intimating that he must die on the cross. Significantly, Jesus denounced Peter’s words with a statement almost identical to that with which he earlier dismissed Satan in the wilderness—“Out of my sight, Satan!” (Mark 8:33; cf. Matthew 4:10). 
Next, in Gethsemane Jesus repeatedly cast himself to the ground, sweating great drops of blood and crying out, “Abba, Father, everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will” (Mark 14:36). And finally on the cross, he was put to the ultimate temptation being put to death on the Cross.

Christ Knows the Full Force of Temptation
As Philip Hughes explains regarding Christ: “He knows the full force of temptation in a manner that we who have not withstood it to the end cannot know.”  Think of it this way—which bridge has undergone the greatest stress, the one that collapses under its first load of traffic, or the one that bears the same traffic morning and evening, year after year?
  He endured this so that He could HELP us! 
A Pristine Christology – Though Christ is God He Came to Help!!
In the book of Hebrews we have a pristine Christology – a development of the doctrine of who Jesus Christ of Nazareth really is. the writer answers the question, “If Jesus is God, why did He become a man?” He came to substitute for men, to reconcile men to God, to fit them for God’s presence and to destroy death. 
But beyond that He also came to help the reconciled when they are tempted. He wanted to feel everything we feel so that He could be a merciful and understanding, as well as a faithful, high priest. He came not only to save us but to sympathize with us.

He Helps Those Who are Tempted
When you have a problem, it is wonderful to be able to talk with the divine One who has already experienced it and come through successfully. Other people may be understanding, but they cannot fully understand. Jesus came to identify with us, to experience what we experience. 
Consider Hebrews 4:14-16, “Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”

 He became our Sympathizer, a merciful and faithful high priest. He was hungry, He was thirsty, He was overcome with fatigue, He slept, He was taught, He grew, He loved, He was astonished, He was glad, He was angry, He was indignant, He was sarcastic, He was grieved, He was troubled, He was overcome by future events, He exercised faith, He read the Scriptures, He prayed, He sighed in His heart when He saw another man in illness, and He cried when His heart ached.
 And as a human being He went through everything you are going through, yet without sin. 
First National Bank of Chicago
When I was a child my father took me up almost to the top (60th) floor of what is now the Chase Tower, which then was called the “First National Bank of Chicago.”  I remember thinking how important I felt being able to walk in to the bank president’s office and meet then president Barry F. Sullivan, who was formerly president of Chase Manhattan Bank.
I couldn’t just walk in to that bank and tell the secretary I wanted to see Barry Sullivan.  I needed an advocate, which happened to be my father who had worked at the bank for 40 years.

Conclusion: Look to Jesus
Dear brothers and sisters, you cannot go to God on your own.  On your own you are sinful and unacceptable in God’s sight. You’ll never get to God alone.  You need an advocate! Before the Throne of God, you are “accepted in the Beloved one” (Eph. 1:6-7).
Look unto Jesus, look within the veil, see Jesus there; look steadily, though humbly, and behold his hands, his side; Zion is still engraved on his palms. Nay, do we not see, may we not read our very names, as the high priest bore the names of Israel on his breast, while his hands are lifted up to bless! Yes, Jesus takes up our cause, bears our persons, and all our concerns. And how shall either fail, while he is "able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them." (Heb 7:25).

Jesus is our High Priest Does 3 things for us…

· Jesus defeated death (vs. 14a). 

· Jesus disarmed the devil (vs. 14b-16). 

· Jesus mediates for you when you are in need (vs. 17-18).
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