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Introduction: Open your Bibles to 1 Corinthians 7. We are continuing our series: “Rooted in Christ”.  The title of the message is: “God’s Divine Design for Singles”.

In 1 Corinthians 7, Paul does something shocking and urges those who were single to consider giving up marriage for sake of serving the Lord.  He blesses marriage of course, and says it as well as singleness are gifts from God, but he tells them in 1 Corinthians 7:7-8 (ESV), “I wish that all were as I myself am. But each has his own gift from God, one of one kind and one of another. 8 To the unmarried and the widows I say that it is good for them to remain single as I am.” 
His other main point is not that we fret over whether to be single or married, but to realize that God has assigned us the state that we are in.

He talks about various things that people encountered in the ancient world as well as today.

· Jew or Gentile

· Slave or Free

· Married or Single

We said last week that your state and circumstances are not the most important, but your calling to glorify God.  

This is what Paul is saying in 1 Corinthians 7:17 (ESV), “Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and to which God has called him”. 

God’s Calling on Your Life is Far More Important than Marital Status

God’s call on your life is of far greater importance, than your specific marital status, or your station in life.  Married or unmarried, slave or free, Jew or Gentile, God has an eternal calling on your life that is far greater than your present circumstances.   

1 Corinthians 7:25–40 (ESV), “Now concerning the betrothed, I have no command from the Lord, but I give my judgment as one who by the Lord’s mercy is trustworthy. 26 I think that in view of the present distress it is good for a person to remain as he is. 27 Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be free. Are you free from a wife? Do not seek a wife. 
28 But if you do marry, you have not sinned, and if a betrothed woman marries, she has not sinned. Yet those who marry will have worldly troubles, and I would spare you that. 
29 This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short. From now on, let those who have wives live as though they had none, 30 and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no goods, 31 and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away.”
Paul’s point is that this life is temporary and momentary.  Don’t let whether your married or single be more important than your relationship with God.  Don’t let sadness and trials discourage you so much that you get bitter at God.  Don’t let success and rejoicing make you forget God.  Don’t let your goods and possessions and the pleasures of this world distract you from God.    Paul says (vs. 31): “the present form of this world is passing away.”
4 Reasons to Remain Single

· Singleness allows you to FIGHT the Cosmic Battle (25-27)

· Singleness allows you to be FREE from distraction. Worldly Troubles in Marriage (28). 

· Singleness allows you to experience our glorious FUTURE with Christ (29-31).  

· Singleness allows you to FOCUS on the Family of God (32-35).  

But…

· Singleness is not to be FORCED (36-40).

===============

[REVIEW]
I. Singleness allows you to FIGHT the Cosmic Battle (25-27)

Speaking to betrothed single people, Paul says something shocking:

1 Cor. 7:26, “in view of the present distress it is good for a person to remain as he is.”  It’s good if single people don’t get married is what he is saying.
The Present Battle

The word “distress” (Anankē ) means “a stress, calamity” or a warfare or battle, and it seems to be referring to the present spiritual battle that we are engaged in. 

· Ephesians 6:12 (ESV), “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.”

· 2 Corinthians 10:4–5 (ESV), “For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ”. 
According to MacArthur: 
“Paul seemed to also be looking forward to the coming terrible Roman persecutions, the first of which would begin under Nero some ten years after Paul wrote 1 Corinthians. That emperor refined torture to a diabolical art, and his name became synonymous with sadistic cruelty. He had Christians sewn up in animal skins and thrown before wild dogs to be torn apart and eaten. Other believers were dressed in clothes soaked in wax, tied to trees, and set on fire to become human lamps for his garden.”

Persecution is more difficult when you are married.

Persecution is difficult enough for a single person, but the problems and pain are multiplied for one who is married. If Paul had been married, his suffering would have been magnified by his worry about his family

There is an ongoing cosmic battle between good and evil, and God is able to use single people in this battle in an exponential way.  Therefore Paul clearly says: If you are able, “do not seek a wife [or a husband]”.

The world is in a cosmic battle and God calls all people who are able –  to be single for the sake of the kingdom of God. 

In other words, God wants more missionaries and pastors who are willing to take up the mantle for the kingdom who do not have the liability or the distraction of a family. 

Consider Some Notable Individuals Who Were Single

God has called many people to be single for the sake of the Kingdom of God.  There are biblical individuals who were single such as Daniel, Jeremiah and Paul. Modern people such as Charles Wesley, George Whitefield, Richard Baxter, David Brainerd, and Amy Carmichael were all single.  God had given them the gift of singleness, and they used it wisely.  Of course, the Lord of glory never got married – He was perfect humanity and He was single.   

I. Singleness allows you to FIGHT the Cosmic Battle.

[REVIEW]

II. Singleness allows you to be FREE from distraction. Paul speaks of worldly troubles in Marriage (28). 

Verse 28, “Yet those who marry will have worldly troubles, and I would spare you that”.  He’s not speaking of sinful troubles, but troubles related to this age and this life. It is easy to think that marriage will solve the problem of loneliness and help our character weaknesses.
Every one of us has some degree of anger, selfishness, dishonesty, pride, forgetfulness, and thoughtlessness.  Marriage does not take this away, it magnifies it!  

Trouble: To be Pressed Together

Those who get married will have “trouble”.  The Greek word for "trouble," means "pressed together"
, “squashed” 
 or squeezed.  What Paul is teaching here is simple.  Anytime you press two sinners together in a marriage relationship, there's trouble!  This is not rocket science.  There’s a greater potential for misery in marriage.  It’s true.  If you are single, the only person that can make you miserable is you.  In marriage, that potential is doubled! 

Marriage presses two sinners together in the closest possible ways. The two become one, but they are still two personalities, two distinct people with their own likes and dislikes, their own characteristics, emotions, temperaments, and wills. We bring our sinfulness into the marriage and it sometimes creates war. That is true even of the best marriages. When one partner is immature, self–centered, temperamental, or domineering, every conflict is magnified.

Marriage is ordained of God, good, holy, and fulfilling; but it does not solve all problems. It actually brings more. Marriage never should be used as a way of escape, even from loneliness. Many people carry their loneliness right into marriage, and end up making another person lonely.

The Freedom of Jesus Singleness

Consider the amazing freedom Jesus had in serving others!  One writer put it this way:
“Jesus is the example to follow. He was single. He was born to serve. . . . He had deep friendships among all sorts of people: men, women, single, married. That was His work, an intimate part of his ultimate mission of dying on the cross for our sins. . . . His relationships with Mary, Martha, Peter, and the other disciples helped prepare him for his death. No one can love in the abstract. He allowed himself to be interrupted by needy children, distraught fathers, hungry men and sick women. . . . Jesus sought to make himself vulnerable.”

So we saw that…

 - I. Singleness allows you to FIGHT the Cosmic Battle (25-27).

 - II. Singleness allows you to be FREE from distraction. Worldly Troubles in Marriage (28). 

III. Singleness allows you to experience our glorious FUTURE with Christ (29-31).  

Verse 29-31, “This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short. From now on, let those who have wives live as though they had none, 30 and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no goods, 31 and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away.”

Verse 29, “the appointed time has grown very short”. 

Verse 31, “the present form of this world is passing away.”

· The time (kairos) refers to a definite period, a fixed, appointed time; and that period has been shortened, or drawn together so that it is a small amount. Human life at its longest is brief.
· Form (schēma) means “fashion, manner of life, way of doing things, or mode of existence.” The mode of the world is impermanence; it is passing away.

· What is your Life? Asks James.  Isn’t even “a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away” (James 4:14). 
· Peter says: “All flesh is like grass, and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower fails off” (1 Pet. 1:24; cf. Isa. 40:6–8).

This life is momentary.  Paul breaks it down into 5 categories: marriage, mourning, success, possessions, and worldly dealings.  They are all temporary.  He tells us of our glorious future in Christ!
A. Marriage is momentary.

Verse 29: “From now on, let those who have wives live as though they had none”.

“This doesn’t mean move out of the house, don’t have sex, and don’t call her Honey. Earlier in this chapter Paul says, “The husband should give to his wife her conjugal rights” (1 Corinthians 7:3). He also says to love her the way Christ loved the church, leading and providing and protecting (Ephesians 5:25–30).

It means marriage is momentary. Remember to live as though at any moment, Christ could return in His Second coming and your marriage would give way to something much greater and more beautiful.  You would cease to be married, but the pleasure of marriage would give way to something infinitely more pleasurable: that of being singly  devoted to Christ.
Jesus says in Matthew 22:30, “in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven.”  Marriage is a temporary institution that is a picture of Christ and the church. 
It’s over at death, and there is no marriage in the resurrection. Wives and husbands are second priorities, not first. Christ is first. Marriage is for making much of Christ.  Marriage is a picture of the future.
Picture Illustration

When I was in college I loved my wife’s picture.  When you walked into my dorm room, you knew who I was in love with.  But I wasn’t in love with the picture as much as I was in love with the person.  I didn’t take the picture out on a date.  The picture was precious to me because it pointed to the real thing: it pointed to Jill!  

In the same way, marriage points to Christ.  So Paul says in verse 29: “From now on, let those who have wives live as though they had none”.

Application: Use Your Momentary Marriage for Christ

 If your wife is exquisitely desirable, beware of desiring her more than Christ. And if she is deeply disappointing, beware of being hurt too much. This is temporary—only a brief lifetime. Then comes the never-disappointing life which is life indeed.  Live in light of your FUTURE.  Serve her.  Love her.  Lay your life down for her.  For better or for worse, knowing that at any moment, through death or Christ’s Second Advent, your marriage will gloriously burst into something greater.  Though all marriages will cease when Christ returns, the picture gives way to the reality, which will be fantastically more wonderful.  “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, neither has it entered into the heart of man what God has prepared for those that love Him”.
John MacAruthur said it this way: 

“For husbands and wives to live as though they had none, does not teach that marriage is no longer binding on believers or that their marital responsibilities are reduced. Marriage lasts only for life, and is therefore as brief as life. Yet a brief life and hard circumstances do not lessen the obligations of husbands and wives. Among other things wives are to be subject to their husbands, husbands are to love their wives (Eph. 5:22–25, 28, 33; Col. 3:18–19), and neither is to deprive the other of marital rights (1 Cor. 7:3–5). Paul is teaching that marriage should not reduce a Christian’s obligation and devotion to the Lord and His work. The responsibilities of marriage are no excuse for slacking the Lord’s work. That is to invert the priorities.

In essence, our love for Christ is to be the primary thing that controls us.  We are to love our wives as Christ loved the church, but we are not to be overcome by them, either by their beauty or their disappointments.  

The primary affections of all Christians, whether married or single, should be set “on the things above, not on the things that are on the earth” (Col. 3:2). “Do not love the world, nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. … And the world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God abides forever” (1 John 2:15, 17). We must understand the priority of the eternal over the temporal.

Not only is MARRIAGE momentary, so is MOURNING
B. Mourning [PAIN] is momentary.

Paul says in verse 30a: “and those who mourn as though they were not mourning”.
Romans 8:18 (ESV) Paul says, “I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.”

Romans 8:28–30 (ESV), “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.”

We are not to be emotionless, and certainly not hard–hearted or indifferent. Love does not allow such attitudes. But Christian love is much more than emotion; it is an act of will, not simply a reaction to circumstances. True love will, in fact, help keep our emotions in proportion and perspective. 
· When a husband, wife, child, or dear friend dies or becomes crippled or diseased, we do not laugh or celebrate. On the other hand, the mature Christian does not fall apart and lose all hope and purpose and motivation.

Revelation 21:4 (ESV),  And “He [God] will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 

C. Success is momentary.

Verse 30b: “and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing”.
“With our emphasis on celebration and happiness it is also easy for believers to get carried away with rejoicing over those things that pass away. 
· A personal success, 
· an inheritance, 
· or a business promotion sometimes excites us more than a spiritual victory. 
We should be able to say with Job of old, “The Lord gives, the Lord takes away, blessed be the name of the Lord!”

John Pipers says:

Christians rejoice 
· in health (James 5:13) 

· and even in sickness and trials (James 1:2). 
· There are a thousand good and perfect things that come down from God that call forth the feeling of happiness. 
· Beautiful weather. 
· Good friends who want to spend time with us. 
· Delicious food and someone to share it with. 
· A successful plan. 
· A person helped by our efforts.
But none of these good and beautiful things can satisfy our soul. The best experiences here are foretastes. The best sights of glory are through a mirror dimly.  One day all the glory and joy of Christ will make the joys of this life seem so small.

Even when we give the Lord credit for the blessing, we can lose our perspective and be controlled more by our emotions than by our good judgment and spiritual priorities.

D. Possessions are momentary.

Verse 30c: “and those who buy as though they had no goods”.
Let Christians keep on buying while this age lasts. Christianity is not withdrawal from business. We are involved, but as though not involved. Business simply does not have the weight in our hearts that it has for many. All our getting and all our having in this world is getting and having things that are not ultimately important. 
· Our car, our house, our books, our computers, our heirlooms—we possess them with a loose grip. 
If they are taken away, we say that in a sense we did not have them. We are not here to possess. We are here to lay up treasures in heaven. The Lord gives and takes away, blessed be the name of the Lord!
This world matters. But it is not ultimate. It is the stage for living in such a way to show that this world is not our god or treasure, but that Christ is our God and treasure. It is the stage for using the world to show that Christ is more precious than the world.

E. Worldly pleasures are momentary.

Verse 31a: “and those who deal with [TAKE PLEASURE IN] the world as though they had no dealings with it.”

Jesus said, we are IN the world but not OF the world.  This world is passing away.

You are in Trouble if you put TOO much stock in this  present world

· Mark 8:36, “For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his life? 37  For what can a man give in return for his life?”

The primary affections of all Christians, whether married or single, should be set “on the things above, not on the things that are on the earth” (Col. 3:2). “Do not love the world, nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. … And the world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God abides forever” (1 John 2:15, 17). We must understand the priority of the eternal over the temporal.

Every Good Gift is from Above, from the Father

So Paul says, don’t get caught up in the pleasures and entertainments and politics in this world.  Remember God gives us many good gifts.  James 1:17 (ESV), “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.” But do not make the pleasures and gifts of God more important than the Giver in your life!

Piper: Christians are to deal with the world.

Christians should deal with the world. This world is here to be used. Dealt with. There is no avoiding it. Not to deal with it is to deal with it that way. Not to weed your garden is to cultivate a weedy garden. Not to wear a coat in Chicago is to freeze—to deal with the cold that way. Not to stop when the light is red is to spend your money on fines or hospital bills and deal with the world that way. We must deal with the world.

But as we deal with it, we don’t give it our fullest attention and affection. We don’t ascribe to the world the greatest status. There are unseen things that are vastly more precious than the world. There is something higher—Godward purposes. We deal with the world in order to make much of Christ.

F. A Single Devotion to Christ is forever!

Verse 31b: “For the present form of this world is passing away.”  
One day something so much greater is going to be here on this earth.  The present form of the world is going away.  There will one day be a new heaven and a new earth.  The Wolf will lie with the Lamb.  The beasts will lose their beastliness.  What are you living for?  I hope it’s not just to get married.  There is something greater: a single devotion to Christ.
In the age to come all will be as single Christians are now.
1 Corinthians 7:7 (ESV), “I wish that all were as I myself am…”  
In the age to come we will be totally and completely devoted to Christ!

Matthew 22:30, “in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven.”  Marriage is a temporary institution that is a picture of Christ and the church. 
It is in light of the temporary nature of this present world, including the marriage calling, that believers in Christ are to strive towards that which is eternal—devotion to Christ. While all Christians are called to this devotion, it is the calling of singleness that puts on display the eternal nature of this devotion. Singleness demonstrates, in the present, the future reality of the church's union with Christ, for in the age to come all will be as single Christians are now. 
So we saw that…

 - I. Singleness allows you to FIGHT the Cosmic Battle (25-27).

 - II. Singleness allows you to be FREE from distraction. Worldly Troubles in Marriage (28). 

 - III. Singleness allows you to experience your glorious FUTURE with Christ (29-31).  

IV. Singleness allows you to FOCUS on the Family of God (32-35).  It allows Undivided Devotion to the Lord. 
1 Corinthians 7:32-35, “I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to please the Lord. 33 But the married man is anxious about worldly things, how to please his wife, 34 and his interests are divided. And the unmarried or betrothed woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be holy in body and spirit. But the married woman is anxious about worldly things, how to please her husband. 35 I say this for your own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good order and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord.”
The single person is concerned about one thing: “the things of the Lord… how to please the Lord”.  Singleness is hard!
We do not know what it is like to be single in America today-at least not the way you know it. Margaret Clarkson makes this clear in an article she writes after six decades of singleness.

Because married people were all single once, they tend to think that they know all there is to know about singleness. I suggest that this is not so; that there is a vast difference between being single at 25 or 30, with marriage still a viable possibility, and being single at 45 or 50 or 60, with little or no prospect of ever being anything else. Singleness has a cumulative effect on the human spirit which is entirely different at 50 than at 30.

In verse 32, Paul says, “I want you to be free from anxieties”.  This does not mean that there is not a price to pay for being single.
Price to Pay: Difficult to be single

We need to know about singleness, because singleness is quite common in our society. Do you realize that 50% of our society is married, and 50% live in an unmarried state?  Out of the 50% single, 30% of adults don’t get married, 10% are divorced singles, and 10% are widowed.  We are not talking about an exception here.  We are talking about almost 50% of our society that are single adults.  
Price to Pay: Calling

John Stott, writer and theologian, is a man who has never married and is now in his seventies. He says, 
"The gift of singleness is more a vocation than an empowerment, although to be sure God is faithful in supporting those he calls."1 This is an important distinction. Singleness and marriage are gifts in that we if we are single, we have the gift of singleness for now. If we are married, we have the gift of marriage for now. They are roles which we fill, not supernatural giftings.

We are to use our singleness to focus on the family of God.

The Calling to be  Single does not take away sexual desire and loneliness.  It is not a gift in that sense where there is a special power that you are no longer tempted.

Example: Joseph

Think about Joseph.  He had the gift of singleness for a while. He used it well.  Was he tempted?  Yes.  What did he do when tempted?  He fled youthful lusts!  Did he get married later?  Yes, but he got married as probably a 40 year old virgin.  

Another 40 year old virgin was Isaac.  Another virgin that was likely beyond 40 was Jacob (when he  married Leah).  Was it hard to be single?  Yes.  Did they resist temptation?  Yes!

Singles can expect to struggle with loneliness at times, with the lack of companionship, and with the very real presence of sexual desire.
There is a great amount of promiscuity among unsaved singles.  There is great temptation being single, especially in our modern society.  My hope is that this message will bring a hedge of protection around you if you are single.
Verses 32-35, “I want you to be free from anxieties [WORLDLY RESPONSIBILITIES]. The unmarried man is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to please the Lord. 33 But the married man is anxious about worldly things, how to please his wife, 34 and his interests are divided. And the unmarried or betrothed woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be holy in body and spirit. But the married woman is anxious about worldly things, how to please her husband”. 

The key word here is HOLY.  It means to be separated for God’s use.  It means to be set apart.
· Singleness allows you to focus on: the FIGHT. The Cosmic Battle (25-27)

· Singleness allows you to focus on: FREEDOM. Worldly Troubles in Marriage (28). 

· Singleness allows you to focus on: the FUTURE (29-31).  

· Singleness allows you to focus on: the FAMILY of God (32-35).  

V. Singleness is not to be FORCED.  

A. Marriage is permitted (vs. 36-38).

36 If anyone thinks that he is not behaving properly toward his betrothed, if his passions are strong, and it has to be, let him do as he wishes: let them marry—it is no sin. 37 But whoever is firmly established in his heart, being under no necessity [A RESTRAINT, A YOKE] but having his desire under control, and has determined this in his heart, to keep her as his betrothed, he will do well. 38 So then he who marries his betrothed does well, and he who refrains from marriage will do even better.”
Paul was not putting a legalistic noose (the literal meaning of restraint) around the necks of single Christians. They are not under compulsion either to marry or to remain single. In advising them to remain as they were, he had two motives, both of them for their own benefit. He wanted to spare them trouble (v. 28; cf. v. 32), and he wanted them to have undistracted devotion to the Lord. 
Verse 35, “I say this for your own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good order and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord.”

· The word devotion has the idea of waiting alongside the Lord as those who serve (cf. 9:13).

Because of this devotion singleness is preferred, but not forced.  Marriage is permitted.   

Singleness does not guarantee Devotion to the Lord

Marriage does not prevent great devotion to the Lord, and singleness does not guarantee it. But singleness has fewer hindrances and more advantages. It is easier for a single person to be single-minded in the things of the Lord. The married Christian has no choice. His interests must be divided. He cannot be faithful to the Lord if he is unfaithful to his family. “If anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith, and is worse than an unbeliever” (1 Tim. 5:8). The single person, however, has a choice. He is free to marry or not

B. Marriage is permanent! Verse 39, “A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives”.  When you get married, you are married. And that is it. And there's no turning back.  I want you to consider the traditional marriage vows.  

We usually say, “I take you (Name) to be my (husband/wife), to have and to hold, from this day forward…” and then what does it say?—

1. For better or for worse.  Whether your spouse gets sweeter or more sour with age, marriage is for better or for worse.  

2. For richer or for poorer.  Whether you’ve got money or you are poor, marriage is permanent!

3. In sickness and in health.  There may come a day when your spouse gets a disease like Alzheimer’s, or cancer, and you will watch them slowly deteriorate.  Some of you have been through deep waters with health issues with your spouse.  We are to love our spouse “in sickness and in health”.

4. For as long as we both shall live.  Verse 39, “The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth”.  That means the only legitmate thing that will separate a person from their spouse is death!

C. Your marriage is to be principled.  You must marry another Christian. Missionary dating is out of the question.  Verse 39b, “but if her husband be dead, she is at liberty to be married to whom she will; only in the Lord.”

2 Corinthians 6:14, “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?”

D. The single life is the preferred life! Verse 40, “But she is happier if she so abide, after my judgment: and I think also that I have the Spirit of God.”  This life is soon passing away.  Only one life ‘twill soon be past, only what’s done for Christ will last!  It is better to give your life to the Lord for his service!  

Conclusion: Whether you are single or married, your satisfaction comes from Christ!  Marriage never made any one happier than they were already in Christ. No mate is better than Christ.  If you are able to be single for the Kingdom’s sake you should!  It is BETTER!!  Whatever your station in life, SERVE THE LORD!!
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