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Introduction: Open your Bibles to 1 Corinthians 7. We are continuing our series: “Rooted in Christ”.  The title of the message is: “God’s Divine Design for Singles”.

How do you know if you are supposed to be single or married?  I remember one night when I was in college and I was walking among the stars and I saw the stars spell out: “JILL IS THE ONE – GET MARRIED”.  No!  That’s not how it happens.  God is in control of whether we are single or married.  This is what Paul says in 1 Corinthians 7.

Singleness and Marriage are Gifts

1 Corinthians 7:7 (ESV), “I wish that all were as I myself am. But each has his own gift from God, one of one kind and one of another.” Singleness and marriage are gifts, but they are not the most important thing.  
1 Corinthians 7:17 (ESV), “Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and to which God has called him”. 
There are many reasons a person might have for being either married or single, but for a Christian, we need to remember that God has absolute control over whether we are single or married.  He is in absolute control of us and of every detail of our destiny.  It’s ultimately His to decide for every one of us whether we will be single or married.  His way is perfect and His choice is best.  
It is obviously not wrong to seek a spouse as a single person, but you should consider that it may be God’s will for you to remain single and live a rich life of service for Christ.  So if you are single, WAIT on God’s management of your life.  God is the orchestrator of both singleness and marriage.  Keep your eyes on Christ, not on your marital status!

God says, “Be still, and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10).  It is hard to be still and to trust God.  But know that He is God.  He is in absolute control.  Have you surrendered everything to God’s control?  It’s already in His control.  He just wants you to acknowledge that!

Let’s turn over to 1 Cor. 7, and what Paul says is that our calling and gifting in life for the kingdom, is far more important than marital status.

God’s Calling on Your Life is Far More Important than Marital Status

God’s call on your life is of far greater importance, than your specific marital status, or your station in life.  Married or unmarried, slave or free, Jew or Gentile, God has an eternal calling on your life that is far greater than your present circumstances.   

1 Corinthians 7:17–24 (ESV), Paul tells us…
Live as You Are Called – verse 17, 20, 24
“17 Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and to which God has called him. This is my rule in all the churches. 18 Was anyone at the time of his call already circumcised? Let him not seek to remove the marks of circumcision. Was anyone at the time of his call uncircumcised? Let him not seek circumcision. 19 For neither circumcision counts for anything nor uncircumcision, but keeping the commandments of God. 20 Each one should remain in the condition in which he was called. 21 Were you a bondservant when called? Do not be concerned about it. (But if you can gain your freedom, avail yourself of the opportunity.) 22 For he who was called in the Lord as a bondservant is a freedman of the Lord. Likewise he who was free when called is a bondservant of Christ. 23 You were bought with a price; do not become bondservants of men. 24 So, brothers, in whatever condition [life situation, marital status] each was called, there let him remain with God”. 
And what exactly is our calling? – to Glorify God
The creator of the universe has laid claim to your life.  He mentions it in verse 23.
1 Cor. 7:23, “You were bought with a price…”  He’s repeating what he said a chapter earlier in 1 Corinthians 6:19–20 (ESV), “You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.”

The truth is, you and I belong to Jesus Christ.  We are called to glorify God. He has paid the price of the infinite wrath of God for me.  He has set me free from the tyranny of the devil in order that I might glorify God with my body, my heart, my soul, and my mind.
Everything has changed once you are in Christ

· You are transferred from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of God’s dear Son

· You were once not a people, now you are God’s people.

· You were once God’s enemy, and now you are seated at His table as sons and daughters.

Everything has change, yet nothing has changed! 

You are still the same personality, living in the same place, with the same set of relationships.

18-24 Circumcision and slavery still remain.

Many were still slaves – 50 to 60 per cent were slaves.  

Internally everything has changed, but externally nothing has changed.

Glorify God Where You Are

Our present circumstances do not hinder or help the kingdom of God going forward.  Whether you are male or female, employed or unemployed, married or single, you can equally glorify God! Where ever you find yourself, glorify God where you are!

· Now Paul goes further in the rest of the chapter to esteem singleness as a better way to glorify God than being married.

1 Corinthians 7:25–40 (ESV), “Now concerning the betrothed, I have no command from the Lord, but I give my judgment as one who by the Lord’s mercy is trustworthy. 26 I think that in view of the present distress it is good for a person to remain as he is. 27 Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be free. Are you free from a wife? Do not seek a wife. 
28 But if you do marry, you have not sinned, and if a betrothed woman marries, she has not sinned. Yet those who marry will have worldly troubles, and I would spare you that. 
29 This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short. From now on, let those who have wives live as though they had none, 30 and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no goods, 31 and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 

32 I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to please the Lord. 33 But the married man is anxious about worldly things, how to please his wife, 34 and his interests are divided. And the unmarried or betrothed woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be holy in body and spirit. But the married woman is anxious about worldly things, how to please her husband. 35 I say this for your own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good order and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord. 

36 If anyone thinks that he is not behaving properly toward his betrothed, if his passions are strong, and it has to be, let him do as he wishes: let them marry—it is no sin. 37 But whoever is firmly established in his heart, being under no necessity but having his desire under control, and has determined this in his heart, to keep her as his betrothed, he will do well. 38 So then he who marries his betrothed does well, and he who refrains from marriage will do even better. 

39 A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord. 40 Yet in my judgment she is happier if she remains as she is. And I think that I too have the Spirit of God.”
4 Reasons to Remain Single

· Singleness allows you to FIGHT the Cosmic Battle (25-27)

· Singleness allows you to be FREE from distraction. Worldly Troubles in Marriage (28). 

· Singleness allows you to experience our glorious FUTURE with Christ (29-31).  

· Singleness allows you to FOCUS on the Family of God (32-35).  

But…

· Singleness is not to be FORCED (36-40).
I. Singleness allows you to FIGHT the Cosmic Battle (25-27)

Paul says in verse 25, “Now concerning the betrothed, I have no command from the Lord, but I give my judgment as one who by the Lord’s mercy is trustworthy”.

He’s saying that Jesus gave no commands about single people.  He spoke of singleness in Matthew 19, but he gave no command to be single.  But Paul as Jesus’ inspired apostle gives a very important judgment in this text.  What is it?  We find it in verse 26. 

Speaking to betrothed single people, Paul says something shocking:

1 Cor. 7:26, “in view of the present distress it is good for a person to remain as he is.”  It’s good if single people don’t get married is what he is saying.
Now I’m not saying that you shouldn’t be looking for a mate.  He later says that you are free to do that.  But if you are one who can or has remained single for the sake of the Kingdom of God, then this is to be preferred. This is what Paul is saying.
A. Singleness is preferred.  In talking to the betrothed, he is telling them, if you remain as you are [single], then stay single.  Why?  Because of what Paul calls the “present distress”.  What is that?  

The Present Battle

The word “distress” (Anankē ) means “a stress, calamity” and it seems to be referring to the present spiritual battle that we are engaged in. 

· Ephesians 6:12 (ESV), “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.”

· 2 Corinthians 10:4–5 (ESV), “For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ”. 
According to MacArthur: 
“Paul seemed to also be looking forward to the coming terrible Roman persecutions, the first of which would begin under Nero some ten years after Paul wrote 1 Corinthians. That emperor refined torture to a diabolical art, and his name became synonymous with sadistic cruelty. He had Christians sewn up in animal skins and thrown before wild dogs to be torn apart and eaten. Other believers were dressed in clothes soaked in wax, tied to trees, and set on fire to become human lamps for his garden.”

Persecution is difficult enough for a single person, but the problems and pain are multiplied for one who is married. If Paul had been married, his suffering would have been magnified by his worry about his family

There is an ongoing cosmic battle between good and evil, and God is able to use single people in this battle in an exponential way.  Therefore Paul clearly says: If you are able, “do not seek a wife [or a husband]”.

Dear friends, we are so focused on earthly things!  We are far too focused on this world.  And marriage only increases our focus on this age.  It’s not wrong to be married, but it is better to be single!  If only we could spend a moment in eternity, our perspectives would change.  I think this is why Paul chose singleness. But Paul wasn’t the first to propose it.

B. Singleness for the Kingdom was first proposed by Jesus (Matt. 19:12).

Jesus said something similar in Matthew 19:12 (ESV), “…there are eunuchs who have been so from birth, and there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let the one who is able to receive this receive it.” 

Jesus said later in this passage (vs. 27-30) that no one has left anything for the sake of the kingdom, says the Lord Jesus, who will not receive back far more (Matthew 19:27–30). The first will be last and the last will be first!

I want our unmarried people to be encouraged.  Listen to the words of Trevor Douglas, a single missionary with Regions Beyond Missionary Union, working in the Philippines.  He says that being single is sometimes excruciating because of loneliness, but the Lord will grant far more in the life to come.
In the end…Christians will know that Jesus will more than make up for every cost incurred by being a single male missionary. As I have applied His promises in Matthew 19:27-30 to myself, I see a tremendous exchange taking place in eternity. The social cost of not fitting in a couple’s world will be exchanged for socializing with Jesus around His throne. I’ll trade the emotional cost of loneliness and the family hurt for companionship with new fathers, mothers, and families. I’ll exchange the physical cost for spiritual children. And when I’m snubbed, I love to think of eternity and the privilege of going from the last of the gospel preachers to the head of the line. The rewards are worth everything.

The world is in a cosmic battle and God calls all people who are able –  to be single for the sake of the kingdom of God. 

In other words, God wants more missionaries and pastors who are willing to take up the mantle for the kingdom who do not have the liability or the distraction of a family. 

Consider Some Notable Individuals Who Were Single

God has called many people to be single for the sake of the Kingdom of God.  There are biblical individuals who were single such as Jeremiah and Paul. Modern people such as Charles Wesley, George Whitefield, Richard Baxter, David Brainerd, and Amy Carmichael were all single.  God had given them the gift of singleness, and they used it wisely.  Of course, the Lord of glory never got married – He was perfect humanity and He was single.   

I. Singleness allows you to FIGHT the Cosmic Battle.

II. Singleness allows you to be FREE from distraction. Paul speaks of worldly troubles in Marriage (28). 

Verse 28, “Yet those who marry will have worldly troubles, and I would spare you that”.  He’s not speaking of sinful troubles, but troubles related to this age and this life. It is easy to think that marriage will solve the problem of loneliness and help our character weaknesses.
Every one of us has some degree of anger, selfishness, dishonesty, pride, forgetfulness, and thoughtlessness.  Marriage does not take this away, it magnifies it!  

Trouble: To be Pressed Together

Those who get married will have “trouble”.  The Greek word for "trouble," means "pressed together"
, “squashed” 
 or squeezed.  What Paul is teaching here is simple.  Anytime you press two sinners together in a marriage relationship, there's trouble!  This is not rocket science.  There’s a greater potential for misery in marriage.  It’s true.  If you are single, the only person that can make you miserable is you.  In marriage, that potential is doubled! 

Marriage presses two sinners together in the closest possible ways. The two become one, but they are still two personalities, two distinct people with their own likes and dislikes, their own characteristics, emotions, temperaments, and wills. We bring our sinfulness into the marriage and it sometimes creates war. That is true even of the best marriages. When one partner is immature, self–centered, temperamental, or domineering, every conflict is magnified.

Marriage is ordained of God, good, holy, and fulfilling; but it does not solve all problems. It actually brings more. Marriage never should be used as a way of escape, even from loneliness. Many people carry their loneliness right into marriage, and end up making another person lonely.

Illustration: You are Home

One day a couple was having some friends over, and they received a telephone call from their recently married daughter. After several tense minutes on the phone, the mother told the father to pick up the extension. The newlyweds had had their first big fight.  

In a few moments, the parents rejoined their guests.  The guests wondered what happened.  The father explained, “My daughter said she wanted to come home.”  The guests wondered what he had told her.  He replied, “I told her she was home.”  
Paul says, there are worldly troubles and distractions in marriage.  You will be hindered from serving God’s kingdom in many ways.  It is better to be free to serve others!
The Freedom of Jesus Singleness

Consider the amazing freedom Jesus had in serving others!  One writer put it this way:
“Jesus is the example to follow. He was single. He was born to serve. . . . He had deep friendships among all sorts of people: men, women, single, married. That was His work, an intimate part of his ultimate mission of dying on the cross for our sins. . . . His relationships with Mary, Martha, Peter, and the other disciples helped prepare him for his death. No one can love in the abstract. He allowed himself to be interrupted by needy children, distraught fathers, hungry men and sick women. . . . Jesus sought to make himself vulnerable.”

Christ has left us on this earth to carry out His mission of His infinite love.  We are to make God’s people our forever family and serve them.  But if you are married, Paul warns you will have “worldly troubles”. 
Single people are able, because of fewer family demands and obligations, to be more devoted to the Lord’s work.  
So we saw that…

 - I. Singleness allows you to FIGHT the Cosmic Battle (25-27).

 - II. Singleness allows you to be FREE from distraction. Worldly Troubles in Marriage (28). 

III. Singleness allows you to experience our glorious FUTURE with Christ (29-31).  

Verse 29-31, “This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short. From now on, let those who have wives live as though they had none, 30 and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no goods, 31 and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away.”

Verse 29, “the appointed time has grown very short”. 

Verse 31, “the present form of this world is passing away.”

· Form (schēma) means “fashion, manner of life, way of doing things, or mode of existence.” The mode of the world is impermanence; it is passing away.

· The time (kairos) refers to a definite period, a fixed, appointed time; and that period has been shortened, or drawn together so that it is a small amount. Human life at its longest is brief.
· What is your Life? Asks James.  Isn’t even “a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away” (James 4:14). 
· Peter says: “All flesh is like grass, and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower fails off” (1 Pet. 1:24; cf. Isa. 40:6–8).

This life is momentary.  Paul breaks it down into 5 categories: marriage, mourning, success, possessions, and worldly dealings.  They are all temporary.
A. Marriage is momentary.

Verse 29: “From now on, let those who have wives live as though they had none”.

Matthew 22:30, “in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven.”  Marriage is a temporary institution that is a picture of Christ and the church. 
Marriage is momentary. It’s over at death, and there is no marriage in the resurrection. Wives and husbands are second priorities, not first. Christ is first. Marriage is for making much of Christ.
B. Mourning is momentary.

Verse 30a: “and those who mourn as though they were not mourning”.
C. Success is momentary.

Verse 30b: “and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing”.
D. Possessions are momentary.

Verse 30c: “and those who buy as though they had no goods”.
E. Worldly dealings are momentary.

Verse 31a: “and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it.”
F. Singleness is forever!

Verse 31b: “For the present form of this world is passing away.”
In the age to come all will be as single Christians are now.
1 Corinthians 7:7 (ESV), “I wish that all were as I myself am…”  
In the age to come we will be totally and completely devoted to Christ!

Matthew 22:30, “in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven.”  Marriage is a temporary institution that is a picture of Christ and the church. 
It is in light of the temporary nature of this present world, including the marriage calling, that believers in Christ are to strive towards that which is eternal—devotion to Christ. While all Christians are called to this devotion, it is the calling of singleness that puts on display the eternal nature of this devotion. Singleness demonstrates, in the present, the future reality of the church's union with Christ, for in the age to come all will be as single Christians are now. 
So we saw that…

 - I. Singleness allows you to FIGHT the Cosmic Battle (25-27).

 - II. Singleness allows you to be FREE from distraction. Worldly Troubles in Marriage (28). 

 - III. Singleness allows you to experience your glorious FUTURE with Christ (29-31).  

IV. Singleness allows you to FOCUS on the Family of God (32-35).  It allows Undivided Devotion to the Lord. 
1 Corinthians 7:32-35, “I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to please the Lord. 33 But the married man is anxious about worldly things, how to please his wife, 34 and his interests are divided. And the unmarried or betrothed woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be holy in body and spirit. But the married woman is anxious about worldly things, how to please her husband. 35 I say this for your own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good order and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord.”
The single person is concerned about one thing: “the things of the Lord… how to please the Lord”.  Singleness is hard!
We do not know what it is like to be single in America today-at least not the way you know it. Margaret Clarkson makes this clear in an article she writes after six decades of singleness.

Because married people were all single once, they tend to think that they know all there is to know about singleness. I suggest that this is not so; that there is a vast difference between being single at 25 or 30, with marriage still a viable possibility, and being single at 45 or 50 or 60, with little or no prospect of ever being anything else. Singleness has a cumulative effect on the human spirit which is entirely different at 50 than at 30.

In verse 32, Paul says, “I want you to be free from anxieties”.  This does not 
We need to know about singleness, because singleness is quite common in our society. Do you realize that 50% of our society is married, and 50% live in an unmarried state?  Out of the 50% single, 30% of adults don’t get married, 10% are divorced singles, and 10% are widowed.  We are not talking about an exception here.  We are talking about almost 50% of our society that are single adults.  
There is a great amount of promiscuity among unsaved singles.  There is great temptation being single, especially in our modern society.  My hope is that this message will bring a hedge of protection around you if you are single.

· Singleness allows you to focus on: the FIGHT. The Cosmic Battle (25-27)

· Singleness allows you to focus on: FREEDOM. Worldly Troubles in Marriage (28). 

· Singleness allows you to focus on: the FUTURE (29-31).  

· Singleness allows you to focus on: the FAMILY of God (32-35).  

V. Singleness is not to be FORCED.  

A. Marriage is permitted (vs. 36-38).

36 If anyone thinks that he is not behaving properly toward his betrothed, if his passions are strong, and it has to be, let him do as he wishes: let them marry—it is no sin. 37 But whoever is firmly established in his heart, being under no necessity but having his desire under control, and has determined this in his heart, to keep her as his betrothed, he will do well. 38 So then he who marries his betrothed does well, and he who refrains from marriage will do even better. 

B. Marriage is permanent! Verse 39, “A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives”.  When you get married, you are married. And that is it. And there's no turning back.  I want you to consider the traditional marriage vows.  

We usually say, “I take you (Name) to be my (husband/wife), to have and to hold, from this day forward…” and then what does it say?—

1. For better or for worse.  Whether your spouse gets sweeter or more sour with age, marriage is for better or for worse.  

2. For richer or for poorer.  Whether you’ve got money or you are poor, marriage is permanent!

3. In sickness and in health.  There may come a day when your spouse gets a disease like Alzheimer’s, or cancer, and you will watch them slowly deteriorate.  Some of you have been through deep waters with health issues with your spouse.  We are to love our spouse “in sickness and in health”.

4. For as long as we both shall live.  Verse 39, “The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth”.  That means the only legitmate thing that will separate a person from their spouse is death!

C. Your marriage is to be principled.  You must marry another Christian. Missionary dating is out of the question.  Verse 39b, “but if her husband be dead, she is at liberty to be married to whom she will; only in the Lord.”

2 Corinthians 6:14, “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?”

D. The single life is the preferred life! Verse 40, “But she is happier if she so abide, after my judgment: and I think also that I have the Spirit of God.”  This life is soon passing away.  Only one life ‘twill soon be past, only what’s done for Christ will last!  It is better to give your life to the Lord for his service!  

Whether you are single or married, your satisfaction comes from Christ!  Marriage never made any one happier than they were already in Christ. No mate is better than Christ.  If you are able to be single for the Kingdom’s sake you should!  It is BETTER!!  Whatever your station in life, SERVE THE LORD!!

===========================
If you are single, you need to WAIT on the Lord.  

A. First, wait under God’s management.  Verse 20, “Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called.” And verse 24, “Brethren, let every man, wherein he is called, therein abide with God.”  The calling Paul is talking about is either marriage or singleness.  Some are married in a Christian marriage, others have an unsaved spouse.  You may have been married before and now you are in widowhood.  You may never have been married.  Paul says, the calling or state you are in is totally and absolutely in God’s control.  “A man’s heart deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his steps” (Proverbs 16:9).  
B. Second, wait in moral purity.  Remember the word Paul uses in 1 Corinthians 7:25 is “virgins”.  If you are single and you love the Lord, then you are also celibate.  You are keeping yourself morally pure.  Paul was qualified to write about moral purity.  It is probable that he had been married and then widowed.  As a former member of the Sanhedrin, marriage would have been a requirement.  Paul seems to refers to himself being a widower in 1 Corinthians 7:8, “I say therefore to the unmarried and widows, It is good for them if they abide even as I.”  The word “unmarried” in context is probably referring to widowers. 
As a single person, you must be abstinent from fornication.  There cannot even be a question about your purity. Your purity is priceless. Make your purity a priority.  Paul ays in 1 Corinthians 6:13, “Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body.”  If God has called you to singleness, then he’s called you to be pure.  You are to be a virgin until after you say “I do”! 
C. Third, wait with the right mentality (verse 26, “I suppose therefore that this is good for the present distress, I say, that it is good for a man so to be.”   What Paul is saying is that is good to remain unmarried.  

The Present Distress

Mention of the present distress, however, may indicate that Paul had a specific and severe type of conflict in mind. Countless Christians had been arrested, beaten, imprisoned, and even killed because of the gospel. Jesus had warned the disciples that they would be made “outcasts from the synagogue,” and that “an hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think that he is offering service to God” (John 16:2).

D. Fourth, wait with a view of your mortality (verses 29, 31).  This life is a vapour that is quickly passing away!  This is a protection for your soul.  All this marriage stuff is temporal.  There will be no marriage or giving in marriage in heaven.  Paul says, “But this I say, brethren, the time is short: it remaineth, that both they that have wives be as though they had none”.  He says in verse 31, “And they that use this world, as not abusing it: for the fashion of this world passeth away”. 
Matthew 22:30, “in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven.”  Marriage is a temporary institution that is a picture of Christ and the church. 
The second protection is this:

II. If you are single, you need to WORK for the Lord.  
Marriage and Singleness are both a divine calling.  Consider your calling.  Whatever your plans are, your calling as a single person is not just the current status you happen to be in. It is part of your divine calling.  

A. God wants you to be free from concern so that you can work for the Lord!  Go has made you free so that you can minister to others.  Verse 32a, “But I would have you without carefulness.”  God wants you to be free from cares.  Marriage brings some serious distractions.  What kind of distractions?  
1. In marriage there is more possibility for Conflict. Back up to verse 28, “Nevertheless such shall have trouble in the flesh”.  Those who get married will have “trouble”.  The Greek word for "trouble," means "pressed together"
 or “squashed” 
 or squeezed.  What Paul is teaching here is simple.  Anytime you press two sinners together in a marriage relationship, there's trouble!  This is not rocket science.  There’s a greater potential for misery in marriage.  It’s true.  If you are single, the only person that can make you miserable is you.  In marriage, that potential is doubled! 
Illustration: One day a couple was having some friends over, and they received a telephone call from their recently married daughter. After several tense minutes on the phone, the mother told the father to pick up the extension. The newlyweds had had their first big fight.  

In a few moments, the parents rejoined their guests.  The guests wondered what happened.  The father explained, “My daughter said she wanted to come home.”  The guests wondered what he had told her.  He replied, “I told her she was home.”  

That’s the truth.  Once you are married, you are home. Look over at what Jesus said about marriage in Matthew 19.  You are pressed together.  The Scripture says you are to leave your parents and “cleave to your wife”.  Look at Matthew 19:3-6, “The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause? 4  And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and female, 5  And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? 6  Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.”
Some people make the terrible mistake of getting married simply because they are lonely.  That is a great mistake!  A very wise person said, "There is something far worse than single loneliness, and that is marital misery.”  The key is to learn contentment in whatever state you are in.
2. In marriage there is more possibility for Commitments.  Verses 32b-33, “He that is unmarried [SINGLE] careth for the things that belong to the Lord, how he may please the Lord  33  But he that is married careth for the things that are of the world, how he may please his wife.”  “Marriage is like twirling a baton, turning handsprings or eating with chopsticks. It looks easy until you try it.”
  There are so many responsibilities!  
God wants them to enjoy the freedom their status gives them to serve Him without distractions.  With marriage, you have a lot of other cares.  If you are married and one of your children is hurt, you are at the hospital.  You have to be home for dinner most nights.  You have to save money for college.  You have to buy medical insurance for your family's physical needs.  You have massive responsibilities that mean you cannot be away for very long from the home.  
As a single person, you do not have these encumbrances.  You are free to serve the Lord.  

B. God wants you to be functioning.  Verse 34, “There is difference also between a wife and a virgin [SINGLE PERSON]. The unmarried woman careth for the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit”.
God’s purpose for having you be single, is so that you can serve Him.

Turn over to Genesis 2 for a moment.  What was Adam doing when he found a wife? He wasn’t out girl-watching, because there were no other human beings around. He wasn’t daydreaming about his wedding day. Adam was busy functioning in his God-given role of tending the Garden of Eden and, more specifically, naming the animals when God put him to sleep and removed a rib to fashion Eve. 

Genesis 2:20-22, “Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him 21 And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; 22  And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.”

Application: If you are a Christian single person who is preoccupied with getting married to the point that you are frustrated day in and day out, week in and week out, year in and year out, then you are living outside the will of God.  God has you single for a purpose.  That is to serve Him.  

God can give you a mate at any time.  Remember that Adam was alone in the garden and it was not good.  Adam needed a wife and there were no women on the planet.  God put Adam asleep in His will and made Adam a wife.  You need to be “asleep in the will of God”, and God will bring you a spouse if He wants you to be married.  Until then, work for Christ.  Give yourself to kingdom service.  As a single person you are free from distractions.

C. God wants you to be focused on Him. Verse 35, “And this I speak for your own profit; not that I may cast a snare upon you, but for that which is comely, and that ye may attend upon the Lord without distraction”.  
1. Singleness not imposed. Paul says I don’t want to “cast a snare upon you”.  This means literally to “put a noose” on someone.  There is nothing in the Word of God that prohibits marriage for any one.  You simply need to marry a godly person.  This one verse does away with imposed celibacy that the Roman church has on its priests, and other religions have.  God says, this is not to be a noose.  You are free to get married. 
2. Singleness is encouraged.  Why?  Because it is “that which is comely, and that ye may attend upon the Lord without distraction” (verse 35). The word “without distraction” means “undivided devotion”. You have one focus if you are single—“How can I serve the Lord?”  

I believe if you focus on Christ, he will take care of whether or not He wants you married.  I think if you focus on God, God will do the looking for you if He wants you to marry.  

So often we get focused on all the little things, worrying about our job, God’s will in this area or that area, and we become frazzled.  There’s an answer to this in Matthew 6:33, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”

Illustration: Many traffic reports include a helicopter that allows the reporter to see beyond the traffic tie-ups on the ground and give drivers the big picture, including warnings of trouble ahead and alternate routes. When you are tuned in to the person in the helicopter, you hear things that other people who are in too much of a hurry to listen don’t get to hear.  Are you tuned in to Christ?  He will guide you!  
The third protection is this:

III. As a single person, if you ever decide the it is God’s will for you to be married, you must be WEDDED in the Lord.  

A. You must have parent’s permission.  Remember the 5th commandment, “Honor thy father and thy mother”.  
1. We must consider the father’s authority in verse 36.  A father has the right to give or to withhold or to give his daughter in marriage.  That what verse 36 speaks of.  “But if any man think that he behaveth himself uncomely [UNFAIRLY] toward his virgin [SINGLE DAUGHTER], if she pass the flower of her age [PHYSICAL MATURITY], and need so require, let him do what he will, he sinneth not: let them marry.”  In other words, if a young lady has come to physical maturity and has the desire to marry, and she has such a desire that it requires her to be married, the father should take serious consideration of that and permit marriage.  

2. The father’s consideration.  Verse 36, “But if any man think that he behaveth himself uncomely [UNFAIRLY] toward his virgin [SINGLE DAUGHTER], if she pass the flower of her age [PHYSICAL MATURITY], and need so require, let him do what he will, he sinneth not: let them marry.”  Why was this such a big deal?  Why would Paul have to remind the fathers that they were not “sinning” when giving their daughter in marriage? The context is that some father’s in this church had dedicated their daughters to the Lord’s service as single people. At the time some of the girls came to physical maturity and wanted to be married.  Paul said, you are not sinning if you dedicated your daughters and they want marriage.  Let them marry.  The father should consider the daughter’s desire for marriage, and if the young man is godly, the father should consider the daughter’s desires. 

3. The father’s prerogative.  Look at verses 37-38, “Nevertheless he that standeth stedfast in his heart, having no necessity, but hath power over his own will, and hath so decreed in his heart that he will keep his virgin, doeth well. 38  So then he that giveth her in marriage doeth well; but he that giveth her not in marriage doeth better”.  If the daughter has no necessity of getting married, the father still has the prerogative to encourage her in marriage or to encourage her to remain single.  It’s fine if the father encourages his daughter or son in marriage, but it is even better if parents encourage singleness if they can bare it.  Matthew 19:12, “there be eunuchs, which have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven’s sake. He that is able to receive it, let him receive it.”
B. Remember that marriage is permanent! Verse 39, “The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth”.  When you get married, you are married. And that is it. And there's no turning back.  I want you to consider the traditional marriage vows.  
We usually say, “I take you (Name) to be my (husband/wife), to have and to hold, from this day forward…” and then what does it say?—

1. For better or for worse.  Whether your spouse gets sweeter or more sour with age, marriage is for better or for worse.  
2. For richer or for poorer.  Whether you’ve got money or you are poor, marriage is permanent!
3. In sickness and in health.  There may come a day when your spouse gets a disease like Alzheimer’s, or cancer, and you will watch them slowly deteriorate.  Some of you have been through deep waters with health issues with your spouse.  We are to love our spouse “in sickness and in health”.

4. For as long as we both shall live.  Verse 39, “The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth”.  That means the only legitmate thing that will separate a person from their spouse is death!
C. Your marriage is to be principled.  You must marry another Christian. Missionary dating is out of the question.  Verse 39b, “but if her husband be dead, she is at liberty to be married to whom she will; only in the Lord.”
2 Corinthians 6:14, “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?”

D. The single life is the preferred life! Verse 40, “But she is happier if she so abide, after my judgment: and I think also that I have the Spirit of God.”  This life is soon passing away.  Only one life ‘twill soon be past, only what’s done for Christ will last!  It is better to give your life to the Lord for his service!  
Whether you are single or married, your satisfaction comes from Christ!  Marriage never made any one happier than they were already in Christ. No mate is better than Christ.  If you are able to be single for the Kingdom’s sake you should!  It is BETTER!!  Whatever your station in life, SERVE THE LORD!!

Conclusion:  So, here is a word of encouragement to singles: be safe!  Wait on the Lord!  Work for the Lord, and if you desire marriage, be wedded only in the Lord!
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