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Introduction: Open your Bibles to Ephesians 5.  We are continuing our series: “Rooted in Christ”.  The title of the message is: “God’s Divine Design for Wives”.

The Older Couple

I heard about an older couple sitting by the fire side. With his arm around his sweetheart, he turned to his wife and said, “After fifty years I’ve found you tried and true”. 

His wife was hard of hearing so she said, “What?” 

He repeated, “After fifty years I’ve found you tried and true”. 

She replied, “After fifty years I’m tired of you too!”

Ladies, I hope after fifty years you are not tired of your husband! I want to show you the secret to his heart today and the secret to a very happy marriage.  The secret to a happy and lasting marriage is for you and your husband to live according to God’s design.  God has a created order that allows all things to function according to His perfect plan.
Katie – A Helper!
Do you ever have conversations with your children and you are happy and surprised they have a good understanding of something?  A couple years ago I was talking to my daughter Katie, and I told her wasn’t it wonderful to know the Lord and how she will probably one day raise a her family in godliness.  Her response was delightful. She said, “Isn’t my husband going to raise our family?” I told her “Yes, but you are going to be his helper”. I was so happy that she understood that.  I can’t remember ever teaching her, except she’s seen it lived out in our home. 
The last two chapters of Ephesians is all about Spirit filled living.  We could entitle this message “Spirit-Filled Wives” or “Spirit-Filled Families”.  A Spirit filled family begins with a husband who loves his wife and a wife who is submitted to her husband in surrender to God.

Let’s read about it.

Ephesians 5:18–24 (ESV), “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 19 addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart, 20 giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. 22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.”
This message is about married women, but it is vital to everyone here today. Let me speak specifically to those who are single or widowed. These verses are important for you.  You may get married one day, and you need to pay attention very carefully.  Every one of us came from homes and some of them were very dysfunctional. We all need to get a biblical perspective on the home.

The marks of Spirit filling listed in Ephesians 5 are:

· Singing, verse 19, “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord”.

· Thankfulness, verse 20, “Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”.
· Submission, verse 21, Submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.
We are looking today at what submission looks like in the family.
· The Beauty of God’s Design for the wife
· The Battle of God’s Design for the wife
· The Benefits of God’s Design for the wife
I. The Beauty of God’s Design for the Wife.
Verse 22, “Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.”
A. God’s order is to be prized.

Submission: A Military Term: to be in Order

The word “submit” is Greek military term meaning “to arrange [troop divisions] in a miliary fashion under the command of a leader”.  God is our general!  We are all to serve where God has put us.  Ranks in an army must function together. Without that you have disarray.  
A Helper Suitable for Adam

To understand when this order was established, please turn back to Genesis 2:18 where the whole foundation is laid for a woman’s place in the home. We read that in God’s perfect creation there was something “not good.” Let’s see what that is: “And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help fit for him.” God made the woman a helper suitable for the man. Married ladies here today, you are designed to be your husband’s helper. This is the order God established at the creation of the world.

God’s Order Brings Dignity & Value
Without order there is no worth.  

Car Illustration

Imagine I were to show you the car I just purchased.  My little Honda Fit.  And the engine was strapped into Evan’s car seat.  And you lifted up the hood and there was Evan playing in the engine compartment.  That would be cute, but you would not be very impressed with the way I rearranged my new car!

House Illustration

Or imagine you are looking for a new house to put your family in.  

· You walk in, and the toilet and shower are in the living room.  It might be convenient, but it devalues the house!  

· You go to the bedroom and next to the hamper with dirty clothes is the dinner table.  I think you might lose your appetite!  

· You look in the bathroom and there is a greasy stove next to a sink where a man is shaving. 

You are either in Alice and Wonderland, or things are quite OUT OF ORDER.  When things are out of order they lose their dignity and value.

A woman is to be prized.

Masculinity and Femininity

There is a difference between masculinity and femininity.  The order is that man is the head and the wife is to submit.
A Woman is to be prized and protected.  She is the fragile vase as 1 Peter 3:7 says.  She is special.  She is so important that she is to be prized. 

She should be given an environment that she can flourish and grow in.  She is not meant to lead.

A man is made to protect that which is precious.
B. God’s order is to be protected.

Verse 23, “For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior.”
So man is the head – the head designates AUTHORITY.  Now the sad thing in our culture is that headship has come to be known as a dictatorship, but it is not.

What Submission does Not Mean

It is important that we understand what submission does NOT mean.
1. First, submission does not mean that you are inferior to your husband. Galatians 3:28-29, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 29  And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.”

When it comes to our standing before God, there is no distinction between male and female. 

We’re all equally created in the image of God, equally fallen and in need of salvation.  Submission isn’t a matter of who is smarter or the most deserving. Submission in marriage is simply another reflection of the beautiful pattern of roles seen in the Trinity. The Son has submitted to the Father through all eternity, fulfilling His will, seeking to please Him.
 

2. Secondly, submission does not mean you give into the sinful demands of your husband. No matter what authority has been given to a person by God, no one has the authority to make you compromise your conscience. When the religious leaders told the apostles to stop preaching in the name of Jesus, they replied “We ought to obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). If your husband asks you to lie, you should kindly refuse. 

3. Thirdly, submission does not mean always agreeing with everything your husband does. All human authorities make mistakes. Sometimes we husbands think we are making fantastic decisions, and they turn out to be disastrous.  You are allowed to respectfully give counsel to your husband. You are his helper.  He needs your help. 

If after you’ve clearly given your perspective and prayerfully presented your point of view, your husband continues on a course that you disagree with but which isn’t sinful, you are obligated to support and obey him.
 

In the meantime you can pray for your husband to make wise decisions, and to help you to trust in the sovereign plan of God.

4. Finally, submission does not mean that your husband takes the place of Christ. You are to submit to him as unto the Lord, but only the Lord is going to satisfy your longings. Your husband is going to fail.  I didn’t have to tell you that he has already failed you miserably. Wives, the sooner you realize that the deepest longings of your heart can only be satisfied by God, the happier you will be.

C. God’s order is to be pictured.

Verse 24, “Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.”

Marriage is an Earthly Institution
Marriage is an earthly institution. Matthew 22:30, “in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven.”  Why is that? Because our temporary marriages are a type and picture of our marriage to Christ. Marriage on earth points to our eternal marriage to our Bridegroom, Jesus Christ.  Paul says in Ephesians 5:32, “This is a great [profound] mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.”

A wife is to respect her husband at all times even if he doesn’t deserve respect at the moment. This is God’s Law.  It is His command. God’s been making happy marriages for a long time.  He’s the wisest Being in the universe. He makes no mistakes. The only way your family is going to have God’s blessing is if you follow God’s pattern.  If you decide not to, you are going to severely mess up your life and the lives of your children if you have any. Determine right now to follow God’s pattern and demonstrate the picture of Christ and the church!
The Example for submission is within the Trinity.  The members of the Godhead practice submission to one another.  The members of the Trinity are co-equal in power and glory, yet the submits to do the Father’s will.  The Spirit speaks not of Himself but of Christ. 
How Can you Picture Christ?

1. Submission—definition. The word most often used in the New Testament for submission or subjection is a military term that indicates proper placement and rank.  It means, “to arrange under, to subordinate, to subject oneself, to obey, to submit to one’s control, to yield to one’s admonishment or advice.” 

2. Submission flows out of your submission to the Lord. On your own you will not be able to submit to your husband’s leadership. We see in Genesis 3:16 that following the Fall, the woman’s desire has been to get out of God’s created order and take the leadership of the home.  Genesis 3:16, “thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee”. The idea here is that “Eve’s desire will be to dominate her husband”, but her place is under the rule of her husband. It was not difficult before the Fall for Eve to submit to her husband.  In fact it was delightful. But after the Fall, we all have self-will and pride and a deceitful heart.  Our pride is always going to tell us that our way is best. We have a built in tendency to distrust authority.
But let me repeat, godly submission ladies flows out of your submission to the Lord Jesus Christ. You need God’s strength and grace to trust your husbands. Submitting to your husband is submitting to God’s created order.
3. We need to understand also that Submission was established at creation. The woman’s place of submission is not a result of the fall, but was part of God’s divine plan from the beginning. Genesis 2:18, “And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.” This occurred long before the Fall. To depart from God’s created order is to depart from God. 1 Timothy 2:13, “For Adam was first formed, then Eve.” The wife’s purpose in life is to complete the man. She is to help her husband achieve his goals. She is to mold the children. She is to be a keeper at home.
4. Based on that order of creation, submission is embracing the mission and vision of your husband. The word “submit” in our text is a military term used for troop alignment. Soldiers are to carry out the commands of their generals.

Application: Do you know your husband’s calling?  Are you looking out for his interests?  Are you helping him or opposing him.  

5. Above all, submission is a spiritual issue.  It is not simply outwardly embracing your husband’s goals and vision, but it is a real submission to the Lord.

II. The Battle for God’s Design for the Wife.
A husband is to provide places of safety so his wife can flourish.  But husbands don’t always do that. It’s hard to submit.  Sometimes it is a battle!
Verse 22, “Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.”

Submission—to the LORD

The word most often used in the New Testament for submission or subjection is a military term that indicates proper placement and rank.  It means, “to arrange under, to subordinate, to subject oneself, to obey, to submit to one’s control, to yield to one’s admonishment or advice.” 

Submission flows out of your submission to the Lord. On your own you will not be able to submit to your husband’s leadership. We see in Genesis 3:16 that following the Fall, the woman’s desire has been to get out of God’s created order and take the leadership of the home.  Genesis 3:16, “your desire shall be to your husband, and he shall rule over you”. The idea here is that “Eve’s desire will be to dominate her husband”, but her place is under the rule of her husband. It was not difficult before the Fall for Eve to submit to her husband.  In fact it was delightful. But after the Fall, we all have self-will and pride and a deceitful heart.  Our pride is always going to tell us that our way is best. We have a built in tendency to distrust authority.

But let me repeat, godly submission ladies flows out of your submission to the Lord Jesus Christ. You need God’s strength and grace to trust your husbands. Submitting to your husband is submitting to God’s created order.
Submission is Possible

Submission is not based on a husband’s worthiness.  He will never be worthy.  Godly submission, ladies,  flows out of your submission to the Lord Jesus Christ. Your life must be anchored to the sovereignty of God.  You must trust that He has guided your husband to you, and that God is going to guide him. You need God’s strength and grace to trust your husbands. Submitting to your husband is ultimately submitting to God and His created order.
Men and Women do NOT want to fulfill their God-Given Roles
Men and women do not want to fulfill their God given roles.  Often men do not want to lead, or if they do, they often lead with a heavy hand. Women often do not want to follow, or if they do, they do it with resentment and not joy.

Most marriages begin with amazing bliss, but then the honeymoon is quickly over! The man thinks his wife is now going to be his slave. The wife thinks the man is going to for ever be Prince Charming. What a wake up call.  Many marriages very quickly descend into nitpicking, unhappiness, a total lack of forgiveness, and deep bitterness. Finally, there can be an ongoing anger or rage which leads people to want to end the marriage.

Marriage Rate

Over 50% of people in America to seek to end the marriage. Those that divorce think ending their marriage will end the nightmare. A very sad problem when God’s plan for marriage is not followed is the children do not have a father in the home.  Understand that once a marriage ends, the real nightmare begins, especially for the children.

USA Today recently reported, “The United States has the weakest families in the Western world because we have the highest divorce rate and the highest rate of single parenting”.

I want to speak of this first hand, because I was raised by a single mother. Without Christ, this is a very destructive situation. If I had not come to know Christ, I would have been a cause for the crime statistics to go up. I speak from personal experience that without a father in the home, mom goes to work, and children are often left on their own. Proverbs 29:15 says, “a child left to himself brings his mother to shame”. 
Homes without Fathers 
Without supervision and mentoring from my father, I can tell you that that those in that situation are causing many of the out-of-wedlock births in our country.  There is a rise in alcoholism, drug use, vandalism, and theft. My friends and I were the vandals that most people are afraid of.  When I see vandalism and things defaced, it is a familiar sight. My friends and I would do the same thing to vacant houses when were children.  Most of my friends were from single parent homes, and none of us had a mom who loved the Lord. So we lived a very sad existence bringing our mothers to shame. 
Jane Harding

A mother to me in the faith is Jane Harding.  She was married to a man that was good friends with Jimmy Hoffa before he disappeared.  Her husband was lost.  He was unfaithful.  He was not always kind to her.  But she 

III. The Blessing of God’s Design for the Wife.
Without the Spirit Filled family, loving husbands, submitted wives, the fabric of the family and our country will and is falling apart.

Application: There has been a 1000% increase in unmarried couples living with one another since 1970 to today.  Only one in four households in America have both a married husband and wife in the home. 

The very hinge of our society is the mother in the home bearing and raising the children and being a help to her husband. Today, we have rejected that as a society.  Couples are divorcing at a rapid rate. Some are not getting married at all.  You cannot do this without horrific consequences.  Bitter children can easily turn into burdens on society: vandals, gang bangers, thieves.  Without the mother keeping the home, there is chaos in society. 

It Takes Work to be A Great Wife

It takes work, but there is blessing.
She is the organizer of the home. She is to guide the home. Look at Titus 2:3-5, “Older women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to much wine. They are to teach what is good, 4 and so train the young women to love their husbands and children, 5 to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and submissive to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be reviled”.  It is a full time job to raise a child.  It takes all the influence you have. There is no substitute for spending time with your child.  You are responsible to organize your child’s life according to godliness.  You will give an account.

A. The Shaper of Her Husband’s heart. 

She is to submit to her husband and make his breadwinning a success.  She is a helper fitted for her husband (Genesis 2:18).  Eve was made to help and compliment Adam.  She is not to be the HEAD of the home. She’s got an even more important job than being the head of the home.  She is to be the HEART and HELP of the home! 

B. She is the Molder of Her Children’s lives.

She is to bear children. This is one of the most important jobs in the world! Paul says to Timothy in 1 Timothy 5:14, “So I would have younger widows marry, bear children, manage their households, and give the adversary no occasion for slander.” Every Moment Mom is molding!  Everything you do is being watched! 
You and I often don’t realize the power of simply living for the Lord in front of our children.  You see, they watch.  They listen.  They’re not taking notes literally, but they are taking note of every action, and every moment they are applying it to their own hearts.  Every decision we make, we are helping form our children to either excuse their behavior since Mom and Dad did it, or to make the hard choice to do right since they saw Mom and Dad do right.   Molding takes place every moment you are with your children, so make sure YOU are molding your children. 

C. She is the Greatest Evangelist.

2 Timothy 1:5–6 (ESV), “I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well.”
Conclusion:  Married ladies, God’s way is the best way.  His order is the only order.  Yield to your husband’s headship.  Cheer him on. In doing so you are preaching the Gospel and showing your submission to the Lordship of Christ.  Your place is in the home.  You are there to be a molder of children.  You have the most important job in the world! 
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