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Introduction: Open your Bibles to James 3 and Ephesians 4.  We are continuing our series: “Rooted in Christ”.  The title of the message is: “Rooted in the Godly Communication”. Today we’re going to talk about: “Transforming the Tongue”.
R. Kent Hughes recounts the power of the tongue in his book “Disciplines of a Godly Man”:

IN 1899 FOUR reporters from Denver, Colorado, met by chance on a Saturday night in a Denver railroad station. Al Stevens, Jack Tournay, John Lewis, and Hal Wilshire worked for the four Denver papers: the Post, the Times, the Republican and the Rocky Mountain News. Each had the unenviable task of finding a scoop for the Sunday edition. They hoped to spot a visiting celebrity arriving that evening by train. However, none showed up, so the reporters wondered what on earth they would do. As they discussed options in a nearby saloon, Al suggested they make up a story. The other three laughed - at first. But before long they were all agreed - they would come up with such a whopper that no one would question it and their respective editors would congratulate them on their find. A phony local story would be too obvious, so they decided to write about someplace far away. They agreed on China. 

What if we say that some American engineers, on their way to China, told us they are bidding on a major job: the Chinese government is planning to demolish the Great Wall?" Harold was not sure the story would be believable. Why would the Chinese ever tear down the Great Wall of China? "As a sign of international goodwill, to invite foreign trade." By 11 P.M. the four reporters had worked out the details, and the next day all four Denver newspapers carried the story - on the front page. 

The Times headline that Sunday read: "Great Chinese Wall Doomed! Peking Seeks World Trade!" Of course, the story was a ridiculous tall tale made up by four opportunistic newsmen in a hotel bar. But amazingly their story was taken seriously and soon ran in newspapers in the Eastern U.S. and even abroad. When the citizens of China heard that the Americans were sending a demolition crew to dismantle the Great Wall, most were indignant, even enraged. Particularly angry were members of a secret society made up of Chinese patriots already against any kind of foreign intervention. Moved to action by the news story, they attacked the foreign embassies in Peking and murdered hundreds of missionaries from abroad. In the next two months twelve thousand troops from six countries, working together, invaded China to protect their countrymen. The bloodshed of that time, born out of a journalistic hoax fabricated in a saloon in Denver, was the time of violence known ever since as the Boxer Rebellion.'

What power the written or spoken word has! Nations have risen and nations have fallen to the tongue. Lives have been elevated and lives have been cast down by human speech. Goodness has flowed like a sweet river from our mouths, and so has the cesspool. The tiny tongue is a mighty force indeed.

Those who study words tell us that words are important.  But one study says how we use those words is even more important.  In fact the researchers concluded that all our communication consists of: 

· 7% Words

· 38% Tones

· 55% Non Verbal Actions

The right words must be spoken at the right time.  Proverbs 25:11 (ESV), “A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in a setting of silver.”

Words are powerful!

Proverbs 18:21 (ESV), “Death and life are in the power of the tongue...”
Gracious, kind words are powerful!

Proverbs 16:24 (ESV), “Gracious words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and health to the body.”

Rash words are powerful!

Proverbs 12:18 (ESV), “There is one whose rash words are like sword thrusts, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.”
Self-controlled words are powerful!
Proverbs 15:1 (ESV), “A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.”
Remember James 3:2–10 (ESV), “…we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body. 3 If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide their whole bodies as well. 4 Look at the ships also: though they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5 So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things. 

How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. 7 For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, 8 but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God. 10 From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so.”
If they ought not to be so, how do we transform the tongue?  Ephesians 4:25-32 tells us.

We are going to see three things today:

· Due Process: How to Get to the Truth

· The Process of Change: How to Get Rid of Sinful Habits

· Finally, How to Process and Harness Anger.

Ephesians 4:25–32 (ESV), “Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of another. 26 Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and give no opportunity to the devil. 28 Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need. 29 Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.”

Your Words, whatever they are Reveal Your Heart!

Luke 6:45 (ESV), “The good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.”

There are many Christians whose words and life do not match.

Some Professing Christians have Empty Words

Ephesians 5:4–8 (ESV), “Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. 5 For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not become partners with them; 8 for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light!”

Talk is Cheap!

We Cannot Serve Two Masters

Matthew 6:24 (ESV), “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.”

There are many professing Christians who serve two masters. They say they know Christ but they have no power to live the Christian life.  None of us like anyone who is “two-faced”.  We don’t like the quality of “double-mindedness”.  Paul’s whole effort in the book of Ephesians is that we would “walk worthy” of our calling.  That’s the first thing he says at the beginning of this chapter.

Ephesians 4:1 (ESV), “I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called…”

He has told them what they were delivered from – and why we used to live like we did.  We were hardened against God, darkened and futile in our thinking, separated from God’s life, and insensitive to holiness so that we indulged in every kind of sensual vice.

We can no longer live that way.  Two weeks ago we looked at the key to Transformed Living: it is the renewal of the mind.  Now Paul begins to lay out for us how we are to do that.  
 We are going to see three things today:

· Due Process: How to Get to the Truth

· The Process of Change: How to Get Rid of Sinful Habits

· Finally, How to Process and Harness Anger.
I. Due Process: How to Get to the Truth
Ephesians 4:25 (ESV), “Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of another.”

Have you ever been lied to?  As Psalm 116:11 says, “All men are liars.”  The 9th Commandment says “Thou shalt not bear false witness”.  Yet every person on earth is a liar.  We are all guilty and we all need the Savior.  

McDonald’s Promotional Photo…

Lying continues on in various forms in the world.  Have you ever looked at the pictures of the food at McDonald’s or another restaurant?  It’s never the way it looks in the picture.  The whole world is steeped in lies—presenting themselves falsely.  Manipulation, shifting of the facts, cutting corners—all of this is deceit.
Lying is a way of life in this world.  Yet this way of life STOPS for the one who has become a Christian.

We must begin with a New Life & a New Heart
We have “put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness” (verse 24).  There for Paul says in the past perfect tense… “Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor” (Ephesians 4:25).

The heart as the control center of our intellect and emotions, is an organ of deceit.  Jeremiah 17:9 says it clearly: “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?”  What we need is a New Heart (Eze. 36:25-27).
Jesus Christ is the “Way, the Truth, and the Life” and if we are going to be followers of Him, we have to be honest, forthright people.

A new way of thinking!

Now that we are saved, the truth matters.  Before we knew Christ we tried to be sneaky!  We tried to slide the truth and pull the wool over people’s eyes.  Our lifestyle was a lifestyle of lying.  But now that we know Christ, Paul assumes that we have already put away this lifestyle of deceit.  No longer do we…

· Cheating on our time card at work

· Exaggerating reality to make ourselves look good

· Embellishing arguments when we are angry with 100% words “Never, Always”

Due Process

Now we must have due process!  We must get to the truth!  

1. Innocent until Proven Guilty – Love teaches us to always think the best “Love believes all things and hopes all things…”  Matthew tells us for this reason in Matthew 5 that if we have an offence against our brother, that we go to him and him alone.

2. Reliable Evidence – If you cannot establish the truth with him alone, then you must take evidence by witnesses.  Look over at Matthew 18:16 (ESV) — “every charge must be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses.”

3. One Must Hear the Evidence from All Sides Before Drawing Conclusion!  Proverbs 18:13; 17 (ESV), “If one gives an answer before he hears, it is his folly and shame. 17 The one who states his case first seems right, until the other comes and examines him.” 

If we do not do these things, we will be establishing innuendo and half-truths, which are lies!  We’ve got to put off false hood and put on the truth.  We’ve got to live in the truth.  Why?
Because character assassination hurts the Body of Christ! 

Due Process Strengthens the Whole Body!

Ephesians 4:25 (ESV), “Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of another.” 
The renewed mind recognizes that speaking lies separates the body of Christ. Masked deception can include: exaggerating in order to make a point that wins the argument, changing the subject if you don’t want to address a subject that needs to be addressed, promising without making an effort to keep the promise, or creating a diversion or delay for your intents and purposes. 

II. The Process of Change: How to Get Rid of Sinful Habits
Ephesians 4:28 (ESV), “Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need.”

The idea is that when we come to know Christ there is a transformation.  If you have been a thief, then you must not simply stop stealing, you must start giving.  You must not simply stop bad input into your brain, you must do as Psalm 1:2 says, and “mediate on His Word day and night.”

The way you put off the old way of living is by putting on the new way of living.

· Stop working on the Lord’s Day and start attending the gatherings of brothers and sisters.  

· Stop stealing by starting to give

· Stop lying by telling the truth

· Stop filthy language by studying godly language

· Stop being lazy and start serving others

· Put the video games down and the remote control down and help others

III. How to Process Anger
· Don't Curse Your Anger

· Don't Nurse Your Anger

· Don't Rehearse Your Anger

· Don't Converse About Your Anger

· Don't Disperse Your Anger

· Do Reverse Your Anger

Ephesians 4:26 (ESV), “Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger,”

A. Don't Curse Your Anger

Ephesians 4:26 (ESV), “Be angry”.
There is Sinless, Godly Anger.

Jesus and the Money Changers

Remember Jesus Was deeply angry and cleaned out the Temple from the thieves and money changers. John 2:14–15
God is Angry

As Christians, we need to realize that anger is not in and of itself sinful.  Anger is actually a holy and perfect attribute of God—it is part of His justice.  
Psalm 7:11–13, “God judges the righteous, and God is angry with the wicked every day.”

Anger is also an emotion God has given to all humanity as a tool to maintain a passion for holiness and righteousness.  We all have anger in our lives.  It is something that exists because things are not right in the universe.  

The Bible says that on this day Jesus Christ will come “In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thessalonians 1:8).  The mouths that right now are blaspheming God will be eternally stopped.  Every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  After Christ comes, we will all face Him, and He will be sitting on an awesome radiant throne of judgment, and it says He is the One “from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away” (Revelation 20:11).  

Anger simply defined, is taking an emotional stand for one’s convictions of right and wrong.  It is saying, “I’m against something”.

Be Angry, But Don’t Sin
Let Your Anger Drive you to a Solution for the Problem.

- Don’t let your anger lead you to Name Calling!
Matthew 5:21–25 (ESV), “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire.”

- Bridle Your Anger with Self Control
Proverbs 29:11 (ESV), “A fool gives full vent to his spirit, but a wise man quietly holds it back.”

- Give God First Place in Your Anger
James 1:19–20 (ESV), “Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20 for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God.”

- Put Off Sinful Anger
Psalm 37:8 (ESV), “Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath! Fret not yourself; it tends only to evil.”

Mark 3:5 (ESV), “And he [Jesus] looked around at them with anger, grieved at their hardness of heart, and said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was restored.” 

B. Don't Nurse Your Anger

Ephesians 4:26 (ESV), “Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger,”  Use Your Anger to Solve Problems Biblically.
Don’t Blow up!  Don’t Clam up!  Don’t Spiral Down! Bridle Your Anger!  Use it to become more productive.  Make sure you don’t Nurse your anger!

Hebrews 12:15 (ESV), “See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root of bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled”
C. Don't Rehearse Your Anger

Ephesians 4:26–27 (ESV), “Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and give no opportunity to the devil.”
Deal with today’s problem today
D. Don't Converse About Your Anger

Ephesians 4:29-30 (ESV), “Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.”
· Proverbs 15:1 (ESV), “A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.”

· Proverbs 22:24–25 (ESV), “Make no friendship with a man given to anger, nor go with a wrathful man, 25 lest you learn his ways and entangle yourself in a snare.”

E. Don't Disperse Your Anger

Ephesians 4:31 (ESV), “Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.”
Proverbs 19:11 (ESV), “Good sense makes one slow to anger, and it is his glory to overlook an offense.”
A. The first child of the self-life that we all need to get rid of is Bitterness.  Put off the old man and his bitterness.  What is bitterness?

1. The Definition of Bitterness.  Bitterness is “a settled hostility that poisons the whole inner man.”
   It is a “persistent sourness of the spirit”.
  It is “a hard-heartedness that harbors resentment about [any hurt from] the past”.
  Bitterness is a poison in the soul.  You can recognize bitterness when you don’t want to get rid of the hurt.  The whole world has moved forward, but you can’t get past this ONE thing!  A bitter person wants to nurse the hurt and let it fester in their heart and mind.  They cannot believe what was done to them.  They nurse their hurt and go over it again and again in their heart and mind, thinking of new arguments to throw at the person who hurt them.  

(1.) As this verse says—bitterness will hurt you and trouble you.  It will take over your emotions and drain you. 

(2.) It will hurt others.  If you nurse bitterness what will happen?  “thereby many [WILL BE] be defiled”.  Get rid of bitterness.  By it you will hurt yourself and others.  As believers we are called to love.  We cannot fulfill love for God or love for every single person on this planet with any trace of bitterness in the heart.

Beware of bitterness, because bitterness has 5 children here: wrath, anger, clamour, evil speaking, and malice.  Let’s look at these in detail.  

B. What is this Wrath?  It is the Greek word “thymos” or something that boils over and then calms down, and boils over and calms again!  It is like the raging of the sea or the welling up of the volcano.  It stirs up anger and burns within.  Just when you’ve calmed down, it comes back.  It is fury that is tossed inside the belly.  It is translated as both “fury” and “rage”.  It can also be translated harshness.
  It is said to be a “wild, violent rage deep within…that hasn’t yet exploded”.
  Proverbs 10:12 says, “Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins”.  This wrath is a form of hatred that stirs and stirs inside.  It stirs up strife.  This is the opposite of “tenderheartedness”.   But it is not passive.  It is ready to lash out!  

Illustration:  This word reminds me of the land mine fields.  “Land mines maim or kill approximately 26,000 civilians every year, including… [approximately] 10,000 children.”
  Landmines do much damage.  They blow off people’s limbs.  There is great physical and emotional pain caused.  Most people do not know they are there until they blow up.  There is only one answer for landmines, and that is to ban them from being made, and to remove them one at a time.  It is the same with this wrath.  Get rid of it!  You never know when this rage will blow up and destroy people.  Throw it away.  Disarm yourself.  Let it “be put away from you”.  Literally, carry it off and throw it far, far away.  Put out the fire of rage inside of you as soon as you sense it.  

C. Anger: is “a settled animosity”
 toward someone.  It means to bear a grudge.  If you have an unwillingness to forgive, then this describes you.  This is opposed to what we are supposed to do, as Ephesians 4:32 says, “forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.”  Grudges are to “be put away from you” (verse 31).   This kind of settled animosity is a sin.  It needs to be thrown in the garbage heap.  It’s nothing new.  We are told in Leviticus 19:17, “Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart…Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I am the LORD.”

D. Here is another sin we need to avoid: Clamor—literally means “shouting” or an “outcry” and has the idea of raising your voice to dominate the conversation.  Stay away from these “loud threatenings”.
   If you ever needed to wonder if the raising of your voice in anger is a sin, it clearly is according to Holy Scripture!

Application:  Do you ever raise your voice in frustration?  Do you shout at your spouse or your children?  Do you shout at a friend or a relative to dominate an argument?  As Paul says, Let this trait “be put away from you” (verse 31).   Throw this worthless practice into the garbage heap.  Get it out of your life now and forever!  Don’t ever return to raising your voice.  

E. Evil speaking is the Greek word blasphēmia (βλασφημια), or slanderous and injurious speech.
  It is essentially misrepresentation and “false charges…which defame and damage another’s reputation”.
  This is a crime in our country.  It is called slander.  It is to display intentional misrepresentation and disrespect through your words.  This sometimes comes through trying to “one-up” someone else in an argument.  

Some of the more common ways we tend to mischaracterize in the heat of an argument are: 

· Lethal exaggeration.  You know this is going on when someone uses what we call “100% words”.  Always remember NEVER to use 100% words.  Abandon using 100% words such as "you always.", or, "you never." "You always do that," or, "You never do what I ask you to do."  

Here’s another common misrepresentation.  

· Name calling.  The wife says: "You never fill the car with gas".  The husband replies: "Well of course I fill up the car most of the time, you liar."  Now it is true that his wife is lying, because she is using a lethal exaggeration.  But this is NOT tenderheartedness.  By calling each other names we are casting stones while living in glass houses!  We must “speak the truth in love”.  No name calling.

Instead of evil speaking, remember two principles from the Bible.  

(1) Be slow to speak and slow to anger.  James 1:19-20, ”Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: 20  For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.”

(2) Never rebuke a person before you fully hear their side.  Proverbs 18:13, “He that answereth a matter before he heareth it, it is folly and shame unto him.”

Anger and rage and raising your voice will lead you to misrepresent someone.  

F. Malice: Malice is “equivalent to wishing [someone] evil”. 
   It is evil for evil’s sake, meanness or to be hateful.  What all these sins will lead you to is absolute disrespect and a despising of the person who hurt you, or you think hurt you.  They may not even know about it.  In moments of frustration and anger and bitterness, malice is often felt.  We must never allow ourselves to experience these 

Sanitize yourself from these six sins that God hates: 

· Bitterness (hostility and resentment toward someone)

· Wrath (boiling rage)

· Anger (holding a grudge; settled animosity toward someone; unforgiving spirit)

· Clamour (raising your voice, loud insults)

· Evil Speaking (misrepresentation, one-upping in the argument)

· Malice (wishing evil toward someone)

Let me paraphrase it for you: Ephesians 4:31 “Let all manner of bitterness, and rage, and grudges, and raising of your voice, and misrepresentation, be taken off of you and thrown in a garbage heap, with all thoughts of evil towards others”.  Sanitize your self from these six evils. These are the filthy rags of the old man.  Put them off, and throw them far, far away from you in the garbage heap. 

What is the pathway to tenderness?  Well, it is imitation.  Instead of bitterness, we are called to selflessness.  
F. Do Reverse Your Anger

Ephesians 4:32 (ESV), “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.”
Romans 12:21 (ESV), “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”
Christ’s selflessness is seen in three ways: through his kindness, His tenderhearted love, and through his gracious forgiveness.

When you are wronged, you need to be kind, gentle and good, like God is.  This is exactly what Jesus tells us to do in Matthew 5:44-45, “Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 45  That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven”. What are we to do with people who hurt us?  

1. Love them. 

2. Bless them.

3. Do good to them. 

4. Pray for them. 

Conclusion:  What we are talking about is going from a hard, selfish, self centered heart to a heart of tenderness.  This is the pathway to an ongoing state of revival!  How do we get there?  What I am asking you to do this morning is to lose yourself.  Specifically, I am asking you to make a list of any sins that you have not forsaken.  By forsaken I mean that you have decided before God that you will never return to that sin.  If you cannot make a list in your heart about specific areas of disobedience in your heart, then a holy God will not hear you.  You cannot regard iniquity in your heart whatsoever.  You must look deep into your heart for any known sin.  Does your conscience smite you for anything whatsoever?  You must forsake it and do this until you have a clean conscience.   
1. Seek a deep repentance from all sin.  Search your heart for all known sin.  Has there been bitterness or fury or anger or shouting well up inside of you?  Have you been unwilling in your life to give over your pride?  Now you must grieve over your sin.  Grieve with the Holy Spirit who is grieved in you.  Tenderness will come no other way.  There must be a wrestling in your spirit, an agonizing of soul for the defilement that you have allowed.  You have used many things to numb yourself to the pain of your sin, but let every distraction be cast aside and look at your sin.  Look at your pride.  Look at your selfish living.  Look at the wasted time.  Now mourn.  Grieve.  Let your heart break.  

2. Assuming that you have been born again, that you have a new nature, then by confessing and forsaking your sin, you will begin to sense a renewed revival and tenderness in your heart.  How do you know if you have a clear conscience a tender heart?  How do I know when my heart is no longer hardened?  Having a clean conscience is another way of saying, “Keeping your heart pure” or “walking in obedience to God” or “walking by faith”.  We are called to live with a “broken and contrite heart”.  This is tenderness.  

3. As your heart breaks and you cry out to God to forgive you, you will sense the cleansing power of God.  Especially as you confess the forgiveness you have received from Christ before others, the joy will increase.  The more you sense your forgiveness, the more whole your spirit will be.  You will be filled with the love of God.  You will have an overwhelming love for God and joy that you are forgiven.  “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 23  Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law” (Galatians 5:22-23).  These are the evidences of the Spirit, and they are more than emotions.  They are affections for God.  They are all signs of trust and dependence on God.  Every one of these shows an abandon to God.
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