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Introduction: Open your Bibles to Ephesians.  We are continuing our series: “Rooted in Christ”.  The title of the message is: “Rooted in the New Life”.

Weddings

I love weddings – but my favorite wedding was my own.  My favorite part of the day – the one thing I will NEVER forget – is Jill walking down the aisle.  She was radiant with her garments white!  On that wedding day there is a lot of preparation.  Not for the guy – on my wedding day I slicked back my hair and put on my suit.  It took about 10 minutes.

Jill spent an hour with her hair dresser, she spent a year designing the dress, she spent hours with all the preparations.  Every thing had to be perfect.  
This is a picture of what we are to be doing.  We are to be readying ourselves that we might be the radiant Bride of Christ – “a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish” (Eph. 5:27).
Ephesians 4:17–24 (ESV), “Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds. 18 They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart. 19 They have become callous and have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of impurity. 20 But that is not the way you learned Christ!— 21 assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, 22 to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, 23 and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.”

I. The new life is a life of separation (vs. 17-21). 
Verse 17, ‘Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do…”

Have you ever heard of identity theft?  

Statistics

More than 3.23 million people have had their identity stolen.  This means, somebody who you don’t know opens up new accounts in your name, and spends your money and your reputation as if they were really you.   

Identity theft costs $53 billion dollars and 300 million hours in lost time annually for these 3.23 million people.
There’s another kind of identity theft going on.  People who call themselves Christians but still love the world. 1 John 2:15–17 (ESV), “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. 17 And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.”

A Holy Nation

God told his people of old to be separate from the nations.  Peter tells us:  1 Peter 2:9, “But you are a chosen race [generation], a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession”.

Learn Not the Way of the Heathen
Jeremiah 10:2, “Thus says the LORD: Learn not the way of the heathen…” 

This is exactly what Paul is saying in Ephesians 4:17, “Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do”.

Paul witnesses on the basis of two relationships: himself and the Lord.  He’s saying – you know I  love you and I’ve seen a lot, but not only myself, I want to “testify in the Lord” – this is God’s will.  Take this seriously.  Whatever you do – don’t live like the rest of the world!  Be peculiar!  Be different!  It’s not believers that have gone crazy – it’s the world!  Stay far away from its ways.

Ephesians 4:17–21 (ESV), “Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds. 18 They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart. 19 They have become callous and have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of impurity. 20 But that is not the way you learned Christ!— 21 assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus.”

The believer’s SEPARATION (vs. 17-19).  Be separated from…
· Mindless living “futility of their minds”

· Careless living “darkened in their understanding”

· Godless living “alienated from the life of God”

· Heartless living “ignorance…hardness of heart… callous…”

· Powerless living “given themselves up to sensuality…”

A. Be separated from Mindless living.  “in the futility of their minds” (vs. 17). The lost have VAIN, futile, purposeless minds.  
Here we see the contrast between the lost and the saved immediately.  The lost have futile, purposeless, empty minds.  They want to be “a-mused”.  They want NOT to think.  They want to forget about life for a while through various mind-numbing activities.

The Believer Commanded to THINK!

The believer on the other hand is commanded to THINK!  

· “Love the LORD your God with all…your MIND” (Luke 10:27).

· Philippians 4:8 (ESV), “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.”

· Proverbs 3:5-6, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart,  and do not lean on your own understanding. 6  In all your ways acknowledge him,  and he will direct your paths.”

Everything for the Gentile is here and now.  The lost person is trivial and focused on self instead of focusing on God and the eternal.
We must always remember that lost people are blind and ignorant of God.  They do live with Him in their hearts, and therefore, their minds are futile.  We must never, never be influenced by their thinking or way of life.  “that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds” (vs. 17).  The mind drives the life.  If the mind is empty, the life will be empty.  The lost person can be morally conscientious, but the bedrock philosophies of his life are lies and ignorance and emptiness.   
Hours of A-MUSEment

What you think is what you are.  Why is the world so caught up in endless hours of mindless entertainment?  Why so many millions of dollars spent on idiotic frivolity?  Because of futile mindlessness.  The world would have you to stop thinking.  

John MacArthur said this: 

“It's tragic how people will exhaust their money, their bodies, and their minds trying to find meaning in life, only they never find it. Why? Because their thinking is empty and useless, accomplishing nothing.”
  

John Piper on Television

I read a very wise statement by John Piper this week about one way we can cut off access to temptation.  He says very plainly: 
“Turn off the television.  It is not necessary for relevance. And it is a deadly place to rest the mind. Its pervasive banality, sexual innuendo, and God-ignoring values have no ennobling effects on the preacher’s soul. It kills the spirit. It drives God away. It quenches prayer. It blanks out the Bible. It cheapens the soul. It destroys spiritual power. It defiles almost everything. I have taught and preached for twenty years now and never owned a television. It is unnecessary for most of you, and it is spiritually deadly for all of you.”

Vanity Fair’s Deception

The world is a vanity faith.  The world promises meaning and purpose and fulfillment, but it cannot deliver.  We cannot trust the outward presentation of this world.  There is a trillion dollar marketing industry that deals in images trying to convince you that the world is full of meaning and significance.  Everywhere you look the lost world is plastered on billboards and magazine covers with smiles.  They would like you to think they have happy meaningful purposeful lives.  The Bible tells a different story.  When we look through the lens of Ephesians 4 and verse 17, we find that these people are walking “in the futility of their mind”.  
Applications

1. Believers are to be careful what they set their mind on.  Psalm 1:1-3, “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 2  But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 3  And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.”  Don’t listen to the ungodly or live the way of sinners or linger with them in their scorn.  Instead MEDITATE on God’s Word.  

2. All believers have the capacity to think correctly because Phil. 2 says – “We have the mind of Christ”!  

3. Phil. 4:8 – We are commanded to THINK as Christians.  We are told to MEDITATE.  We are told to love God with all our MIND.  
The battle for the Christian life is in the MIND!  Be careful what you put your mind on.  Be careful of the gates to your soul.

· Guard your eye-gate

· Guard your ear-gate

· Guard your heart!

Be separated from…

Be separated from Mindless living “futility of their minds”

Second, be separated from Careless living.   “They are darkened in their understanding” (vs. 18a).  BLIND!!
Definition of “Darkened” – Blindness – Spiritual Darkness
To be darkened is to be blinded.  It’s not a one time thing and then man gradually comes to his senses.  No, this word is denotes an ongoing condition or action that, like blindness, man will never naturally come out of.  There is a continual, ongoing condition of spiritual darkness.  
Paul says lost people cannot understand spiritual realities.  “The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly [nonsense/ foolishness] to him, and he is not able to understand them because they [spiritual things] are spiritually discerned.” (1 Corinthians 2:14).  
Keratoconus – That’s Dangerous! 
I remember when I first learned I had Keratoconus.  I couldn’t see the street signs.  I would be going some place.  I had directions.  But I couuldn’t see clearly.  I remember before I got it corrected somewhat that I would pull over to the side of the road and actually walk up to the street sign to see it.

I know what you are thinking!  That’s Dangerous!  And you are right!  But how much MORE dangerous is it to live life in a careless, darkened, blind manner?

Education, but Never Finding the Truth

In our country a large part of our federal budget is devoted to education.  General Education and higher education is more wide spread now than ever.  College graduates number in the hundreds of millions.  Our society, like ancient Greece prides itself in its science, technology, literature, art, and other achievements of the mind.  Yet our generation is “ever learning but never able to come to the knowledge of the truth” (2 Timothy 3:7).  

Their Foolish Hearts Were Darkened

Paul describes this condition in greater detail in Romans 1:18 and following.  

· Romans 1:18–25 (ESV), “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. 24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.”
Applications

4. No matter how much education the world has, you cannot trust their driving your life.  They get educated for years in psychology, only to give you labels and excuses for your sin.  They will educate you about the harm of smoking or even large soft drinks. Did you hear about this?  
New York City – Outlawing Soft drinks Above 16oz

In New York City, Mayor Bloomberg wants to pass an ordinance outlawing soft drinks above 16ozs.  Because obesity is killing the city.  They’ll outlaw soft drinks.  But they won’t outlaw abortion! They’ll spend millions in education while the majority of time kids are wasting their minds on movies and video games.
5. Kids grow up going to church and are able to answer Bible trivia and give the right answers, but do they know Jesus?  Or are they darkened in their understanding.
Isaiah said, “I saw the Lord high and lifted up…Woe is me for I am undone… or mine eyes have seen the king the Lord of hosts” (Isa. 6:4-5).

6. A Christian has a clear vision of Christ in everything he or she does.  A lost believer is totally careless because of the blindness of their hearts.

Be separated from…

· Mindless living “futility of their minds”

· Careless living “darkened in their understanding”

B. Be separated from Godless living.  “alienated from the life of God” (vs. 18b).
Christians are addicted to God. They think of Him “all the day long”.  With the Psalmist they say:

· Psalm 16:11 (ESV), “in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” 
The Lost Do Not Like to Retain God in their Knowledge

Romans 1:28, “…they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do what ought not to be done.”
Lost people can have emotion.  They can be moved and affected by the Word of God.  But emotion is a natural event in the heart and life of every person, saved or lost.  To be moved by a story is a far cry from repentance and faith.  

Graves Pushed Up By Environment in Louisiana

In Louisiana, where I lived as a child, they bury dead people above the ground in a concrete coffin vault.  They didn’t used to, but because of the water level, the coffins used to creep up out of the ground.   The dead were moving in a sense—there is activity.   They are being pushed up simply by their environment, but they are not alive.  There may be movement, but it’s a far cry from a resurrection!  They are dead!  And it’s the same with the spiritually dead.  There can be twinges of conscience.  A lost person can be deeply moved by the Gospel. He can find the fact of Jesus dying on the cross to be emotionally powerful and even make an emotional commitment to Christ.  But that is not what saves a person.  What is it that saves a person?  I’ll tell you.  It’s right here in this verse.  It is the “LIFE OF GOD” invading their soul!  It is a spiritual marriage union with a thrice Holy God through faith.  It is a spiritual resurrection.  

The Holy Spirit Gives LIFE to People!

After Pentecost, we have the promise of the very life and presence of God!  The Holy Spirit would come upon every one of God’s people.  We would have the life of God INSIDE of us! The Spirit comes in according to Ezekiel and says, “I will cause them to walk in my statues and keep my judgments”.   The signs of life are the life of God in the soul of man! 
Be separated from…

· Mindless living “futility of their minds”

· Careless living “darkened in their understanding”

· Godless living “alienated from the life of God”

Be separated from Heartless living.  Their HEART is IGNORANT and BLIND. “because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart. 19 They have become callous…” (vs. 18c-19a).
Hardness

· The Greek word translated "hardness" (porosis) refers to a stone harder than marble. 
· It was also a medical term that referred to the callus that forms around a broken bone.  
The author of Hebrews implores us: “Today if you will hear his voice harden not your heart”. 
The Temple of the goddess Diana (Artemus)
Ephesus was the Sodom and Gomorrah of the first century, home to the most Immoral Religious Cult ever assembled.  There, Diana was worshipped as the goddess of sensuality and prostitution.  This kind of living was what was esteemed most in Ephesus.  It was a cesspool of rank depravity on every level of society.

At the very center of this godless society was the Temple of Diana, one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.  There was not a more beautiful building in the ancient world.  The entire structure was made of pure marble.  But this gigantic shrine was not just a center of worship.  Underneath its roof, it was more like a small city.  The interior of the building occupied an area of almost 100,000 square feet and towered 60 feet high.

Heart of Stone – Heart of Flesh

What is harder than the marble of the idol Diana is the Temple of the lost person’s heart.  Ezekiel 36:26–27 (ESV), “I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my judgments.”

Pouring Concrete on the Heart

An unbeliever's life is as hard as the marble of the statue Diana—hard and without feeling toward God. Every time he takes another step of willful rejection, he pours more concrete on his heart. The process is obvious—a man sins and feels guilt and remorse, sometimes very deeply, but tries to deny it. The more a person tries to eliminate his guilt by rationalization, self-justification, transferring the blame, or by denying sin and eliminating morality, the further away he pushes his guilt until he can't sense it anymore. 
I Can’t Do This I’m a Christian

But a Christian on the other hand has the life of God.  It’s immediately apparent.  I used to go places with my lost friends, and I’d get to the door of a movie theater or a bar and I’d have to say, “I can’t do this I’m a Christian”.  The life of God is at the forefront.

Be separated from…

· Mindless living “futility of their minds”

· Careless living “darkened in their understanding”

· Godless living “alienated from the life of God”

· Heartless living “ignorance…hardness of heart… callous…”
Be separated from Powerless living “given themselves up to sensuality…”
Like a slave, they have given themselves up to their own passions.  They cannot control themselves.  

They are enslaved by the LACIVIOUSNESS or LICENSE of their flesh.  “and have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of impurity” (vs. 19b).
The Flesh has total power over them so that they OBEY the powerful desires of the flesh even the UNCLEANNESS with GREEDINESS. 

Israel of Old

Like Israel of Old, God says, “Do not be like the heathen”.   God told them not to dress like the heathen, don’t eat like them (they had dietary rules); they were not to marry pagan women… Why?  Because their hearts would be drawn away from God.  Be separate from the world!  If you love the world, the love of the Father is not in you.

Paul says in 2 Cor. 6:14ff, “Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness? 15  What accord has Christ with Belial? Or what portion does a believer share with an unbeliever? 16  What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; as God said,  “I will make my dwelling among them and walk among them,  and I will be their God,  and they shall be my people. 17  Therefore go out from their midst,  and be separate from them, says the Lord,  and touch no unclean thing;  then I will welcome you, 18  and I will be a father to you,  and you shall be sons and daughters to me,  says the Lord Almighty.”
Like Jill on our wedding day, I would never want to soil that dress, but I wanted her to take all the time she needed to prepare for that big day.  In the same way Paul says, “you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do…” vs. 17.
I. The new life is a life of SEPARATION!!

II. The new life is a life of transformation (vs. 20-24). 
Ephesians 4:20-24 (ESV), “But that is not the way you learned Christ!— 21 assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, 22 to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, 23 and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.”

We are told right off the bat, “don’t walk like other Gentiles walk” (verse 17).  As Christians we are later in verse 22 told to put off this kind of behavior.  We are to put on a new way of thinking and of living.  
A. Prerequisite: Regeneration, vs 20, “But that is not the way you learned Christ!— 21 assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus,
Learn of Jesus

Jesus said in Matthew 11:29, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me”. 

The New Life is Jesus!!
We are told in Romans 13:14, to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.”  In other words—putting on the new man is remembering who you are united to and who lives inside of you!

· John 17:23: The Lord Himself prays to His Father: “I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one.”

· Colossians 1:27, “Christ in you, the hope of glory”.  
· Galatians 2:20: Paul speaks of himself and all true Christians: “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ lives in me.”

· Ephesians 3:17-18: Paul prays “that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.”

· Jesus tells us in John 15:4, “Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can you, except you abide in me.”

What’s the basis of this new life?  Verse 20 says it is the fact that we learn from Jesus Himself.  He teaches us and we listen and learn.  We are enamored with Jesus Christ, and we change on that basis.
Put off the old life, and put on Jesus!

Matthew 22:11–14 (ESV), “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no wedding garment. 12 And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are chosen.” Are you clothed in Jesus?
So how is it that I can live for Jesus?  

· First, Understand that Outward change is not enough.  Many have learned the Bible well without the help of Jesus Christ.  Many have changed outwardly without the help of Jesus Christ. Christianity has always been about change at the core of your being—heart change.  If your heart is changed, your actions will follow.

· Secondly, you need to understand that Holiness is possible because of Christ residing in us as our Teacher.  He takes up His residence with us not simply to sleep while you sin.  He abides in us to work His holiness into this creature that He bought with His own blood.  I want to show you from the Bible that it is absolutely impossible for you to be a child of God if you are not being progressively sanctified.  Is your marriage on the upward swing toward holiness?  Is your prayer life getting hotter?  If you are saved I want to comfort you that God is going to make you holy.   

B. Put off the old: Rejection of the Old

What did we learn at regeneration?

Verse 22, “to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires....”

The Enemy is ME  
The police put out an all out alert for a criminal.  They need a full description if they are going to find him.  We look for the old man.  We look for that enemy, and we turn our gaze to a hill, and we see his form.  There he is!  The ENEMY is ME!!! What we were before we were saved is hanging there with Christ on the cross!  
Radical Amputation

Matthew 5:29-30, “If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. 30  And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into hell.”
The Old Life Crucified

Yes, the old man is crucified with Christ on the cross. It is a defeated enemy.  This old man has been dealt a decisive death blow called crucifixion and the result is that he is dead. Romans 6:6, “Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.”  There are two things here, the old man, which is dead.  You will never be what you were!  Sin may remain in you, but it will not reign in you—it will not rule over you and dominate you.  Salvation made sure of this.  You will never again return to what you were before salvation.  The person you used to be was crucified with Christ at salvation, and the possibility of you returning there if you are truly saved is ZERO!   Jesus says in John 10:28, “I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.”  What this means is not that you are saved and live any way that you want—no!  What this means is that Jesus promises to sanctify you and bring you to be “conformed” to His image.  Whoever is elected and justified will most definitely be made holy and Christlike in this life.  That is the promise of Romans 8:28-29.  You will never be what you were before Christ, so live up to your calling!
Illustration:  When Jimmy Carter became the 39th President of the United States, he ceased being a peanut farmer.  He had a much higher calling.  As President it would be unbecoming for him to spend his weeks in the peanut field.  He had a much higher calling now!   

Application:  In the same way, we are called throughout the Bible to “walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called” (Ephesians 4:1).   Paul says in Philippians 1:27, “Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ”.  When a lady wears a beautiful dress, we say that it is really becoming of her—it really reveals her true beauty.  Does your conduct reveal the beauty of Christ within you?  Walk worthy of your calling! 

In other words be who you are!  You are not the old man.  That is what you were.  The old man was defeated on the cross with Jesus Christ.  He is nailed to the cross.  He is hanging there.  You are to be dead to the old man.  “Put off…the old man”! (Ephesians 4:22).  You are to put off everything that you were in your old life like an old dirty garment!  

Yes, you will never be what you were before Christ!  That’s wonderful and amazing.  But we see something else.  Even though the old man is crucified with Christ, his old corpse, the flesh, is still present with us.  

Remnants of the Old Life

You see, the remnants of the old man are still present in your in your flesh.  Paul said “In me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing” (Romans 7:18).   Walt Kelly during the Korean War had a cartoon character that said some famous words in 1952, “We have met the enemy and he is us.”  Your greatest enemy is YOU!!  

Paul identified where his greatest battle took place in Romans 7:21, “I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me.  A few verse later, Paul named his enemy again: “O wretched man that I am” (Romans 7:24). Our greatest enemy is our ourselves!  That’s his whole point in Romans 7.  

We must understand that our greatest battle is against ourselves!  
· John Owen said, “The old man is nailed to the cross, he struggles, strives, and cries out with great strength”.  

· Abraham Kueyper said, “God’s child remains the old man’s grave digger until the hour of his own departure.”  

C. Replacement: Be Renewed in the Spirit of Your Mind, Put on…
What did we learn at regeneration?

Verse 22, “to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, 23 and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.”

Paris Mountain – Bad Paths Bring Bad Consequences
Once I was driving up the side of Paris Mountain in Greenville, South Carolina.  I’m from Chicago, and if you haven’t noticed, we don’t have many mountains around here!  I was trying to make an important meeting, and the houses were not very well marked.  I finally found the house.  I couldn’t see a driveway, so I thought I’d just drive right up into their yard.  I was proceeding just fine until I felt the bottom of my car SLAM against the two foot drainage ditch that was camouflaged by an equal amount of high grass!  

Ever since then, I’ve tried to be very careful how and where I drive my car!!  And actually my car was never quite the same after that.  Wrong pathways have bad consequences.
You see this morning we are all guiding the vehicle of our life.  Every decision you make, every thought you think is taking you somewhere!  We need to wake up!  We need to pay attention!  Your steps are taking you somewhere!
  Your only hope is to have the MIND of Christ guiding you on a daily basis.  Paul talks about this very thing in Ephesians 4, where he calls it: being “renewed in the spirit of your mind”.  

Hard Work of Mind Renewal
What ever is in your mind will come out of your life.  If we have the mind of Christ, we will have a life of Christlikeness!  Now this is something that we are called to put all our effort into!  It is something will use up every ounce of energy and will take the rest of your life.  In other words, being a genuine Christian is HARD WORK!!  All of your energy and focus should be put what our text calls “renewing your mind” to be like Jesus Christ.   

Conclusion: You want to change?  You want to live the new life?  You must be born again!

Katie – I remember when she could only say “Bubbles”!  Now she is growing!  A dead person cannot grow.  But be assured if you are alive, put off the old, put on the new, and you will grow into the image of Jesus Christ!

We have everything we need for life and godliness!  We are partakers of the divine nature.  But like little Katie, we need to feed her and help her to grow!  If there is life there is growth!  2 Peter 3:18, “Grow in grace” brothers!  Grow in the grace of the new life!!
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� John MacArthur, “On with the Old, Off with the New, Part 1” study.
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� Pliny recorded the length of this new temple at 425 feet and the width at 225 feet.  There were 127 columns, 60 feet in height, supported the roof (Pliny the Elder, XXXVI 21).


� If you are here today with Jesus Christ as your Guide, then you never have to be lost on the journey of life.  All Christians have a divine GPS to tell us exactly where we should be and where we should go.  We must daily GET DIRECTIONS.  Avoid the wrong path!  Go down the right path.  This daily getting directions in the Christian life is called “renewing your mind”.  It is a daily connecting to the very Person and Presence of God.  You’ve got to throw out the old maps of life and follow the new life in Christ!  





