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Introduction: Open your Bible to 2 Corinthians 11.  We are continuing our series through the book of 2 Corinthians entitled, “Confessions of an Imperfect Church”.  And like the imperfect church at Corinth, we have a long way to go in our growing and changing in Christ.  

Today’s confession is this: “We’ve Been Too Silent About False Teachers”.

Have you ever heard of the term “Abuse of Power”?  It is when people use their authority and position for their own benefit.  God gives teachers authority to build others up, not to take advantage of them and to fleece them.

Bernie Maddoff

I think of Bernie Maddoff. Everyone trusted him because he was taking in over a billion dollars in investments.  But at the end he was exposed to be ripping everyone off.  He had nothing invested.  

False teachers are the same way.  They have no real fruit.  They are in it to fleece you not to bless you.  There are plenty of false teachers out there, that are using the Bible for selfish gain.  They are abusing their power and abusing the sheep.

What should we do for those who may be Christians, but are under false teachers?  2 Corinthians 11 tells us what to do, because it is what Paul did.  
There were four key responses to false teachers.  We can’t just say: “We are against them!”  We’ve got to respond biblically.  Here’s how. 

Our first response should be concern.

I. Focus on Others: invest your life in others (vs. 1-4).
There will always be a ministry of apologetics in our church.  We must always be sounding the alarm on false teachers and teachings.  All true churches will fight against the prideful deceptions of false teachers because there are true Christians scattered among these teachers.  

Verse 1, “I wish you would bear with me in a little foolishness. Do bear with me!”  He’s saying, 

“Bear with me as I play the fool so I can expose the foolishness of my opponents.”
In the Greco-Roman world, there was a tradition that true leaders boast in their accomplishments.  So Paul is going to boast in his.  Paul asks the Corinthians to bear with him, because he is about to boast, but it will be in a way they’ve never heard before.  It is the way we all ought to boast, that puts all human boasting to shame!  I think you’ll be surprised.  

His aim in boasting is to RESCUE his fellow brothers and sisters from false teaching.  He’s broken hearted.  He knows they are his responsibility…

Christ didn’t die for your wealth, He died for your sin!

So the false teachings of Corinth have made their way to 21st Century America.  Let me be clear, Christ did not come to die because you were poor or sick.  He died because you are a sinner.  This is the answer to the heresy at Corinth, and it is the answer to many of the false teachers today.

A. Focus on others with a divine jealousy to see them conformed to Christ (vs. 2)

True teaches, and mature Christians are going to make it their aim in life to focus on others and get outside of themselves.  This motivated Paul.  He said…

2 Corinthians 11:2 (ESV) — “For I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed you to one husband, to present you as a pure virgin to Christ.”

Marriage Illustration:  Paul gives the illustration right there. Just like a father would want to protect his daughter for marriage – this is the way he felt about the Christians he was leading.  He wanted to keep them pure from the world and pure from false teaching.  

· He had a divine jealousy to present them pure in Christ.

· We have a divine jealousy to present you “holy and without blame” on the day of Christ!  We want to see you conformed to the image of Christ!!

Application: Church is not just about you and your needs.  It’s about caring about your brothers and sisters around you.  Do you have a “divine jealousy” to see the people seated next to you mature in Christ?  What are you doing to help people grow and change around you?  Are you focused on others, or only on yourself?
Driving Illustration: Growing in Christ is like driving.  If you look at what’s closest to you, you’ll crash.  You’ve got to look out in the distance at the objects you are trying to reach.  For you, you need to not have your gaze inward, but outward.

Application: Perhaps you are struggling with depression or you are stuck in a rut in your life.  Focus on others.  Have a “divine jealousy” that they might be pure in Christ.

Scripture: Matthew 28:19–20 (ESV) — “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

B. Focus on others because of the deceptive work of Satan to lead them astray (vs. 3).
2 Corinthians 11:3 (ESV) — “But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ.”

I’m amazed at how true Christians can be led astray!  But they can be.  Satan’s goal is to get you focused on a thousand other things beside Christ.

Remember the Serpent and Eve?

THE DELIGHT: Go back with me to the Garden of Eden.  Consider what it must have been like to have been in paradise.  God told Adam and Eve, 

“You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 17  but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die” (Gen. 2:16-17).
They had EVERYTHING!  But they were led astray!  

Look at THE DECEPTION: Genesis 3:1-7, “Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made.  He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2  And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3  but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4  But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5  For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”   6  So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7  Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.”

If you are led astray from Christ, you are going to end up miserable, and far from the Lord.  There are many who you are near who may know the Lord, but have been “led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ” (vs. 3). 

The Positive

Can I tell you the secret to helping someone get back on track?  Don’t “be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ” (vs. 3).  
· Matthew 6:33 (ESV) — “seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.”

· Proverbs 3:5–6 (ESV) — “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. 6 In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.”

· It’s all about “a sincere and pure devotion to Christ” (vs. 3).  
The Negative

Satan wants Christians to be “led astray” from that simplicity in Christ.  He wants you to get you on to how to have a better life.  How can I help my marriage, my finances?  How can I raise my children? How can I do better at work?  So he’ll get you to focus on a thousand different things.  
The key is to focus on Christ.

Application: What are you doing to help others focus on Christ? 

C. Focus on others because of  their lack of discernment (vs. 4).
Paul states the case in Corinth – true believers are there, but they are still putting up with the false teachers.  They preach another Jesus, another Gospel, have another spirit.

2 Corinthians 11:4 (ESV) — “For if someone comes and proclaims another Jesus than the one we proclaimed, or if you receive a different spirit from the one you received, or if you accept a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it readily enough.”

Application: People don’t realize that just because teachers talk about Jesus and the Holy Spirit and the Gospel, that they are not necessarily preaching the true Gospel from the Bible.  

I think of one of the most dangerous false teachers out there: the televangelist Benny Hinn.  He flies around in leer jets spending the millions he fleeces from God’s people.  He was caught recently with another televangelist, Paula White while Hinn was still married.  There was no investigation.  Hinn has been caught fleecing money and living a lavish and lascivious lifestyle, but he hides under the banner of the Cross of Christ.  He uses all the old hymns of the faith to make people think he is a true teacher.
2 Corinthians 11:3 (ESV) — “But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ.”
Satan says, “God is a liar. He has deceived you, taken your freedom, and restricted your joy."  Satan’s lie is still the same today:  "You can be free.  Do whatever you want.  It is your life.  There are no divine laws; no absolute authority; and above all, no judgment.  You will surely not die.”

Except, the false teachers are making it sound just like the Gospel.  

Right and Almost Right
Charles Spurgeon said it this way:

“Discernment is not a matter of simply telling the difference between right and wrong; rather it is telling the difference between right and almost right.”
II. Forget Yourself: Be selfless toward true Christians (vs. 5-11).
A. Be most concerned about substance (applying the truth) rather than style.

2 Corinthians 11:5-6 (ESV) — “Indeed, I consider that I am not in the least inferior to these super–apostles. 6 Even if I am unskilled in speaking, I am not so in knowledge; indeed, in every way we have made this plain to you in all things.”

Paul was considered “unskilled in speaking”, but he was not inferior to the least of the “super-apostles”.  You can hear the dripping sarcasm!  
B. Be most concerned about people’s lives than making a living (vs. 7-9).
2 Corinthians 11:7-9 (ESV) — “Or did I commit a sin in humbling myself so that you might be exalted, because I preached God’s gospel to you free of charge? 8 I robbed other churches by accepting support from them in order to serve you. 9 And when I was with you and was in need, I did not burden anyone, for the brothers who came from Macedonia supplied my need. So I refrained and will refrain from burdening you in any way.”
Like Christ, Paul gave his ministry away for free.  Matthew 10:8 (KJV) — “freely ye have received, freely give.” 
Kent Hughes comments:

“Today in the academic and business and political worlds speaking fees are determined by your status. Certain people, like ex-presidents and star CEOs, can garner as much as $100,000 for a single speaking engagement.
The practice is as old as Greece and Rome. And the church has not escaped. The advent of agents (an idea imported from the media and literary industries) has driven Christian speakers’ fees to scandalous levels—sometimes $30,000 for a single event. What imprecations would Paul rain down today?” 

Conclusion: 

· Tree by our house.  Nice on the outside, but rotten on the inside.  

· Medicines have labels.  It would be wrong to fill a jug of white acid and put the label “MILK”.

So also, we need to be discerning about false teachers.  Let us have compassion on those who might be under the abuse of counterfeit Christianity.
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 “Discernment is not a matter of simply telling the difference between right and wrong; rather it is telling the difference between right and almost right.”  -Charles Spurgeon
II. Forget Yourself: Be selfless toward true Christians (vs. 5-11).
A. Be most concerned about substance (applying the truth) rather than style (vs. 5-6)
B. Be most concerned about people’s lives than making a living (vs. 7-9).

C. Be most concerned about loving others, rather than what others think.
2 Corinthians 11:10-11 (ESV) — “As the truth of Christ is in me, this boasting of mine will not be silenced in the regions of Achaia. 11 And why? Because I do not love you? God knows I do!”

This is the boasting of a “madman” so to speak!  Why would Paul boast throughout the regions of Achaia?  “The ‘super-apostles’ saw Paul’s refusal to take money as an indication of his disqualification. But Paul sees it for what it is—as objective evidence that he is following Christ.”

“Traveling speakers and professional philosophers in Paul’s day were accorded status by the fees they charged. In fact, a cheap fee was thought to imply that the message wasn’t important. Therefore Paul’s refusal to accept money for his ministry in Corinth was negatively interpreted to mean either 1) an admission that his teaching was of low caliber, 2) that his message wasn’t worth much, 3) that he gave the gospel away because nobody would pay for it, or 4) that he was not really an apostle. Add to this the fact that the “super-apostles” charged for their renditions of the gospel and you have the picture.”

Health and Wealth Atmosphere of Corinth

Kent Hughes describes the city of Corinth at the time of Paul:

“The health-and-wealth, entertainment-focused culture of neo-Corinth, the astonishing Greco-Roman boom town of a.d. 56, made the Corinthian church susceptible to what we have come to call “over-realized eschatology”—the false teaching that the future benefits promised to us at Christ’s return are realized now in the present.”

The soil of Corinth is the same soil of the church in the United States of America today.  The same thing is going on today.  Not much has changed. False teachers are glad to build their kingdom by watering down the Gospel message and pretending as if Heaven has already come to earth.  

One line of false teachers today says: “Focus on your self”.  Come to God so that you can be a better you. 

What’s this Look Like Today?...

Joel Osteen, the False Teacher of Prosperity

They are utterly focused on God as a utilitarian aspect of their life.  God is an add on or a Genie that can serve them.  One example of this is Joel Osteen.  Osteen is one of those false prosperity teachers who paints Christianity as a utilitarian religion.  His most recent book Every Day a Friday: How to be Happier 7 Days a Week debuted in September at number 1 on the New York Times best seller’s list.  Just listen to the titles of his books, all of which have been voted number one by this present world system:

· Your Best Life Now: 7 Steps to Living at Your Full Potential (2004)  - 44 weeks most of the time at 1 and 2 on the NYT Best Sellers list.
· Becoming a Better You: 7 Keys to Improving Your Life Every Day (2007) didn’t do as well – it spent 24 weeks on the NYT list
· Every Day a Friday: How to be Happier 7 Days a Week (2011) débuted at number 1 and at this moment has spent 7 weeks on the NYT list.  It looks like this will be his best one yet.  I mean can you imagine – every day being a Friday.  That might be nice but it has nothing at all to do with being a follower of Jesus Christ!
Someone described his books as “a handful of his sermonettes for Christianettes expanded into 380 pages of mind-numbing repetition.”

Jesus says something quite different than present day false teachers.

· Luke 6:26 (ESV) — “Woe to you, when all people speak well of you, for so their fathers did to the false prophets.”

· Paul boasted that he was poor and didn’t get anything for speaking.  In the Greek mind, he must not have been worth much.  There are many that, like the Corinthians thought Paul was being punished by God since he was suffering so, and not receiving an honorarium.  Paul didn’t care what men thought.

· Paul said it this way in Galatians 1:10–11 (ESV) — “For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to please man? If I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ.”

We must expose false teachers for who they are.

III. Forget Manipulation: Expose false teachers for who they are (vs. 12-20).
A. False teachers use association. They try to associate with true teachers (vs. 12). –So true Christians and teachers need to call them out.
2 Corinthians 11:12 (ESV) — “And what I am doing I will continue to do, in order to undermine the claim of those who would like to claim that in their boasted mission they work on the same terms as we do.”
They love to associate with true teachers.  This is why true teachers need to take a stand and call them out.  You may think that Paul is unkind to call them out.

· John Piper should have called out Rick Warren as an erring brother when he had the opportunity.  Instead, Piper commended him, and now Warren is onto very dangerous things.  

· Now Warren has invited several deceivers to his Daniel Plan.  Dr. Mehmut Oz (Oprah Winfrey’s favorite doctor), who has won two daytime Emmy's, will be joined by brain-health expert Dr. Daniel Amen and functional medicine specialist Dr. Mark Hyman at the free conference. Of the three Amen is the only one reputed to be a Christian.  
· Oz  promotes practice of Reiki, which New Agers believe to be a "guided Universal Life Force Energy” – or a spirit guide!  Dr. Oz's wife is a Reiki Master. "Reiki," he said, “is my favorite treatment that could change the future of medicine forever.”  He calls it “energy medicine”.  The Bible calls it an abomination.
· Amen encourages Christian Yoga. In case you are not aware, Yoga is a practice that comes from the Hindu vedas (scriptures)…and the awareness that man’s deepest and highest self is identical with the spirit of God. Amen is also trying to Christianize the practice of Reiki.  
· Hymen is a Yoga expert and recently participated in a program called Yoga, Body & Spirit at Shambhala Mountain. The program included Susan Piver, who offered instruction in the ancient wisdom tradition of Buddhist meditation, and Richard Reoch who presented Golden Ball Chi Kung.
· Warren is promoting this as a way to “Glorify God in the way we Eat, Move, and Think”
· Piper should be calling out Warren.  Warren should be calling out Amen and having nothing to do with the others.  Why is he having unbelievers teach in the church?  
· There are many more that are giving head to false teachers.  We must disassociate not only from those who oppose the Gospel, but also from true brothers who give shelter and voice the enemies of Christ.  

Jehoshaphat’s compromise

· In direct disobedience to the Word of God, "Jehoshaphat… made peace with the [wicked] King of Israel [Ahab].” (1 Kings 22:44). He was soundly rebuked by the prophet Jehu in 2 Chronicles 19:2 (ESV) — “Should you help the wicked and love those who hate the LORD? Because of this, wrath has gone out against you from the LORD.”  There is no record that Jehoshaphat ever repented of his compromise. 

As sad as the consequences of compromise with apostasy were in the lives of the first generation of compromising brethren, the real tragedy lies in the succeeding generations spawned by that compromise. Every form of departure from the truth that follows has at its roots an initial compromise with error. Even though Jehoshaphat nearly lost his life and did lose his investment of troops in fighting the battles of the wicked as well as the financial loss in the commercial venture with the house of Ahab (1 Kings. 22:48), the real loss was in his own family. Jehoshaphat chose His first born son Jehoram to succeed him to the throne of Judah. Jehoram married the daughter of Ahab (2 Chron. 21:6) and did wickedly even to the point of murdering all of his own brothers. 
The point is clear. Compromise can only beget further compromise.  Evil tolerated soon becomes evil embraced and the results can be nothing but tragic. 

True teachers must never give shelter to the enemies of Christ.  The price is paid in the following generation!
B. False teachers use deception.  They often try to look and sound like true teachers, but are deceivers (vs. 13-15). 
2 Corinthians 11:13-15 (ESV) — “For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 So it is no surprise if his servants, also, disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end will correspond to their deeds.”

Magicians and Scientists

According to USA, recently at the annual meeting of the Society for Neuroscience here in Chicago, thousands of scientists gathered to watch magicians perform and then chat about attention, memory, and perception. They were studying the way in which our minds are deceived. Learning this, they hope to better understand, diagnose, and treat certain cognitive illnesses.

Studying deception in the lab doesn’t work because subjects know how the scientists are trying to fool them. To overcome this they are using Magicians. Magicians are able to fool people without them knowing it. Magicians use visual tactics, props, sounds, and body movements to manipulate attention and memory. In other words, they trick us with misdirection. While we are thinking about something else, they deceive us.

In 2 Corinthians 11:3, the Bible states that this is the way Satan deceives people. It is important for us to keep our minds on the things of God and not fall prey to the wiles of Satan.

False Teachers are Chameleons

False teachers look fantastic on the outside.  They get the accolades.  It seems they have everything in order doctrinally, but they are chameleons.
C. They use manipulation.  They often try to look and sound like true teachers, but are deceivers (vs. 16-20).

16 I repeat, let no one think me foolish. But even if you do, accept me as a fool, so that I too may boast a little. 17 What I am saying with this boastful confidence, I say not as the Lord would but as a fool.” –


“18 Since many boast according to the flesh, I too will boast. 19 For you gladly bear with fools, being wise yourselves!” –

The incorrect use of power can build churches!  You can build a bigger church if you abuse people.

· Legalism – “20 For you bear it if someone makes slaves of you,” – multiplying standards.  They were legalists!
· Using People – “or devours you or takes advantage of you,” –impossible and unsustainable sacrifice. Robbing them…
· Hero Worship – “or puts on airs,” –hero worship, personality cult… “God told me…”  If God told you something there is no discussion!  If God could tell you something, what are we to say?  It turns to elitism.  They have something more special than others.  The special thing is not teacher, but Christ and the Word of God.
1 Corinthians 2:2 (ESV) — “For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.”
2 Corinthians 4:5 (ESV) — “For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.”
1 Thessalonians 2:4–6 (ESV) — “…we speak, not to please man, but to please God who tests our hearts. 5 For we never came with words of flattery, as you know, nor with a pretext for greed—God is witness. 6 Nor did we seek glory from people, whether from you or from others, though we could have made demands as apostles of Christ.”
Colossians 1:18 (ESV) — “And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent.”
Romans 11:36 (ESV) — “For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.”
· Abuse of Power – “or strikes you in the face.” –Personal abuse.  Controlling people.  “If you leave this church, God will not bless you…”  People have cursed from the pulpit.  This is all about controlling people for personal goals.
We must boast in our weakness (vs. 21-33).  Next week we will learn more about our forth point, but let me introduce it to you.
IV. Focus on God’s Grace: Glory in your weakness! (vs. 21-33).
2 Corinthians 11:21–23 (ESV) — “To my shame, I must say, we were too weak for that! But whatever anyone else dares to boast of—I am speaking as a fool—I also dare to boast of that. 22 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they offspring of Abraham? So am I. 23 Are they servants of Christ? I am a better one—I am talking like a madman—”

Paul is using a form of rhetoric that the Greeks would have used in the first century.

D. A. Carson suggests that Paul’s detractors might have expected Paul to have said something like:
“I have established more churches; I have preached the gospel in more lands and to more ethnic groups; I have traveled more miles; I have won more converts; I have written more books; I have raised more money; I have dominated more councils; I have walked with God more fervently and seen more visions; I have commanded the greatest crowds and performed the most spectacular miracles.”
In truth, this kind of list was common in pagan culture. For example, Augustus Caesar wrote a eulogy in his own honor, listing his accomplishments, the famous Res Gestae Divi Augusti in which he numbered his accomplishments. But here as Paul numbers his weaknesses—“Five times I received … forty lashes less one. Three times I was beaten with rods”—his boasting is a studied parody of the Res Gestae5—of Caesar’s resumé.

Listen to Paul’s resumé:

Verse 24, “with far greater labors, far more imprisonments, with countless beatings, and often near death. 24 Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea; 26 on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers; 27 in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. 28 And, apart from other things, there is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the churches. 29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to fall, and I am not indignant? 30 If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. 31 The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, he who is blessed forever, knows that I am not lying. 32 At Damascus, the governor under King Aretas was guarding the city of Damascus in order to seize me, 33 but I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall and escaped his hands.”

Conclusion: False teachers don’t care about the sheep.  True teachers have a resume in suffering.  How’s your resume?  Are you laying your life down for Christ.  The Christian life is NOT comfortable, except for those who abuse it and use the sheep.  We are to be laying down our lives for the sheep!
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