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Introduction:  Open your Bible to Mark 9:30-42.  This morning we are talking about “Being a Servant Like Jesus in a Selfish World”.  
If Jesus Christ were to look into your heart and life this morning, would He be able to say to you, “You are like Me!  You are truly like Me!”  If service and sacrifice with no thought of yourself is not a major part of your life, then I have to say you are missing Christlikeness no matter what you say.  Unless you are daily forgetting yourself and serving the needs of others, you cannot claim to be a growing, healthy Christian.
There are three groups of people here today.

1. Those who are healthy growing Christians who are servants of Christ.  They are balanced, but they have sacrificed much for the building up of others around them.  They are selfless people who want to see people around them grow and change.  These people take time and invest in those around them.  They are faithful in the service of the church. They can be depended upon.  They have learned to feed themselves spiritually and are able to feed others with the Word
2. Then there are those who are new in Christ or just exploring.  You might be new to the church looking for a place to serve. Or you may be new in Christ and just getting your roots started, and you need some time to grow a bit. You are a babe in Christ.  We don’t expect babies to run marathons.  We are happy when they crawl.  If you are a mature believer but you are exploring this local church today, we welcome you. We hope Tabernacle will be a place you can grow in change and serve Christ.  If not we hope God will guide you to that place.  – So there are those who are new in Christ or new to the area and exploring.  
3. But then there is a third group.  There are those who ought to be serving, but are not.  They say that 80% of the work in the church is done by 20% of the people.  I’m not sure it’s that extreme in our church, but there is a group in our church and you are still a babe in Christ when you should be a teacher.  Paul talks about this in 1 Corinthians 3.   The writer of Hebrews says in Hebrews 5:12, “For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the basic principles of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food.” You’ve demonstrated some serious Christian fruit in your life, but you’ve gotten lazy or distracted or discouraged.  I’m going after you today if that’s you.
If you are born again, then the number one goal in your life is to be like Christ.  If you want to be like Christ, you have to serve.

What does it mean to serve?  It’s important we know what service is because it was one of the reasons Jesus came to this earth.  Mark 10:45, “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
Service demonstrated by Christ was Him laying down His life for the benefit of others, that they might be forgiven of all the guilt of their sin and sanctified into His image.

So when we talk about service, we are not talking about random acts of kindness.  We are talking about kingdom work.  We are talking about evangelism and growing saints in grace.  What are you doing in this world of selfishness to help the person sitting next to you to be more like Jesus?

It’s one thing to get here on Sunday morning around 10:30am and catch the sermon.  There was a time in most of our lives where we thought attending worship was really doing God a favor.  Wow, that is selfish thinking isn’t it?  Some people think that’s what it means to be a Christian.  Show up for church once a week.   That’s kind of like showing up for Thanksgiving meal and think you are doing mom or Grandma a favor.  Listen—they slave away at that meal sometimes planning it for weeks.  You come and eat it in 30 minutes and think you did them a favor?  They did you a favor.  They gave you a labor of love.  They love you.  Children come to the table and they take, take, take.  That’s all fine.  We expect that of children.  But God does not want us to remain children.  What’s cute in a 2 year old is not cute in an 18 year old.  So a mature, growing, thoughtful person doesn’t just show up to eat at Thanksgiving.  They offer to bring a dish.  They show their thankfulness by doing the dishes.  They pitch in.  They serve.

The same thing happens in the church every week.  There are those who are consumers – like children, and they dig into the worship.  They don’t realize someone has planned the songs.  We see the bulletins, and someone has organized them and folded them.  We go out for evangelism, and someone has stamped the tracts with our name.  There are people who make sure books are in the right order in the bookstore.  People plan the curriculum that your children enjoy.  These are providers.  They are dependable people.  They are servants.  They are there.  You can depend on them.

This morning we are going to ask three simple questions and answer them.

1. Why should we be servants of Christ?  
2. What does it mean to serve Christ?  
3. How can we measure our service for Christ?

Well, I think we have the answers in our text.  

Let’s look at Mark 9:30-42, “They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And he did not want anyone to know, 31  for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he will rise.” 32  But they did not understand the saying, and were afraid to ask him. 33  And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you discussing on the way?” 34  But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who was the greatest. 35  And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.” 36  And he took a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him in his arms, he said to them, 37  “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.”
I. First of all, why should we be servants of Christ?  Because Christ came to serve, and we should want to be like Him.  
A. We see it expressed in Mark 10:45, “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  The word “even” is important.  If there was anyone you would expect to be waited upon, to get the big car, the big house, the big yacht, and all the bling and riches and service, it would be Christ.  But you don’t see the “Son of man” asking for anything.  “Even the Son of Man came not to be served”.  

How did he come to serve?  “to give his life as a ransom for many.”  And if you want to be like Jesus, you’ve got to lay down your life for His church.  Look at the person on each side of you.  Go ahead it’s ok.  Jesus wants you to lay down your life in service to these people.  He laid down His life for His church, and you ought to also lay down your life for your brothers and sisters.    

B. We see it exemplified in our text.  This is exactly what Jesus is saying back in Mark 9:31-32, “he [Jesus] was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he will rise.” 32  But they did not understand the saying, and were afraid to ask him.”
Verse 31, “The Son of Man” is an official OT title for the Messiah that comes from Daniel 7 about the glorious Davidic king who is the God-man.  He is called both the Son of Man and the Ancient of Days in Daniel 7.  It’s an awesome, reverent title.  The point is, it’s not just the Ancient of Days coming to rule the earth.  It is God in human flesh.  So for Jesus to take that title and say he was going to die was unthinkable and shocking.  

So verse 32 tells us, “they did not understand the saying, and were afraid to ask him”.  It defies natural thinking that God should die!  

This is why without the Person of the Holy Spirit acting on your heart to illumine your understanding, the natural mind will always reject the truth that the Creator became like the criminal to die in our place on a criminal’s cross.  

C. We see it applied in 1 John 3:16, “By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.”

I’m telling you, if you are not serving your brothers and sisters, you are not like Christ.

Application:  Let me get specific.  Plenty of people are willing to come to worship God.  But who is willing to serve the saints?  Very few people are really interested in getting involved in working and sweating and being dependable for kingdom work.  
II. Second, what does it mean to be servants of Christ?  It means to be childlike and to treat others with great care as you would your own child.  Do you have the jealousy of a godly mother or father for their precious child?  God says we ought to love His children as He loves His children.
A. An example of what is not service.

Mark 9:33-34, “And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you discussing on the way?” 34  But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who was the greatest.”  

Explanation:  So the disciples are going from town to town with Jesus and every town, Jesus is getting bigger and bigger.  And the disciples could just see Jesus taking over the Roman empire.  The time was coming.  People were waiting for them, welcoming them. And so perhaps it was John who turns to James and says, “I just want you to know, I just want you to know I think I’m going to be really great in the kingdom.  Look how Jesus loves me.  I’m going to be on his right hand.” James perhaps was like, come on, you’re my little brother, always trying to steal the spotlight.  I’m the oldest, I’ll be the greatest.  I don’t know how it went, but apparently, the disciples didn’t realize Jesus could read their thoughts!!
Luke puts it this way in Luke 9:46-47, “An argument arose among them as to which of them was the greatest. 47  But Jesus, knowing the reasoning of their hearts, took a child and put him by his side”.

They were arguing, and apparently, they thought Jesus was just out of earshot.  Not good to think that way, because Jesus knew the reasonings of their hearts even if he was hundreds of miles away.  

The disciples were acting childish.  It’s not hard.  They were thinking of themselves.  Certainly they had faith that Jesus would come to earth in His kingdom.  But then they started think of themselves.  Who’s going to be greater?  Any three year old can have this argument.  It takes absolutely no godly character to have this conversation!  The world thinks real greatness comes through being at the top!  Some are willing to put others down.  Not so in God’s kingdom!
B. An example of a true servant.  

So Jesus gives an example of what it means to be a servant.  Verses 35-37, “And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.” 36  And he took a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him in his arms, he said to them, 37  “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.”
Basically, He says it’s the difference between being childish, and being childlike! Christ wants us to stop being childish, thinking we are the center of the universe.  And instead we are to welcome all of God’s people, as messed up and broken as they are, as Christ Himself.

You must serve and treat your brothers and sisters in Christ as you would your own child, because they are God’s children. We are to receive “one such child” as we would receive Christ himself.  The word “receive” means literally to “welcome” to show “respect, and care and concern”.  Is this how you treat God’s children?  This is what it takes to be a servant.  Let me illustrate this for you.  
Illustration:  What if today I were to ask you take in for a while a young man into your home.  He’s a foreigner. His name is Willy.  He had a troubled upbringing.  His parents divorced when he was very young, and then his mother died when he was in his teens.  You say, I’m not for charity cases.   Ok, well, his full name is William, Prince of Whales, heir to Great Britain, and I learned that he is also heir to be monarch of 16 independent sovereign realms including Canada, Jamaica, Australia, New Zealand, Papua-New Guinea, and the Bahamas, among others.

You see, if you knew who he belonged to and what his future was, your attitude toward him changes!  He happens to be the son of Prince Charles, who is the future King of England.
Now all of the sudden your thinking is different, you say, “Wow, let me get home and vacuum.  Let me get some Tea and Crumpets”.  Why do you treat him that way?  Because he comes in the name of the King.  

Application:  Jesus puts the in the midst of the disciples and says in verse 37, “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.”  When we receive and welcome God Himself when we welcome and serve those who are His children.  
Don’t you know that you are among the sons and daughters of God today?  These are the object of God’s devotion.  He loves you not for anything in you, but He’s given you the free gift of His love.  He gave His Son for you.  Grace is God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense.  These people around you are not perfect, but they are growing and changing, and they are called the “jewels” in God’s crown.  They are called the “apple” of His eye.  He loves them.  And you ought to love them.

· But husband, how dare you treat that wife of yours the way you do sometimes.  You need to serve her with tenderness as Christ loved the church.

· Wife how dare you degrade your husband the way you do sometimes.  You need to serve Him with the reverence you should have for Christ. 
Are you like Jesus, married people?

· Parents, how dare you speak to your children the way you do sometimes.  You ought to be loving them and evangelizing them and laying down your life for them that they might be saved. Are you like Jesus to your children, parents?
· Singles, you may be married one day, or God may call you to sacrifice that gift for His kingdom?  Are you ready to do that?  Maybe you are so intent on getting married, that you are not willing to think about serving God as a single.   Have you given up your life on the altar? 

· Married and single people, are you willing and ready to serve Christ right where you are.  Are you willing to truly be like Jesus and lay down your life for those around you?

· How dare any of us go into work, or church, or home with a chip on our shoulder.  We are to lay down our lives that people might be saved and saints might be edified.  Are you like Jesus at work?  
Loved ones, may each of us seek to build up God’s own dear children bought with the precious blood of His Son.  

Listen, if I introduce you to Prince William or Prince Harry, you are going to treat them right because of who they represent.  They come in the name of the King.

How much more ought we to welcome and serve everyone who is God’s child, and all those who we want to see become God’s children!  God loves them, and we ought to love and serve them as well.

Transition:  Now we come to our third and final question. 
III. How can we measure our service for Christ?  How should we measure greatness?  The world measures greatness quite differently than the Lord.  
Mark 9:34, “they had argued with one another about who was the greatest.”  James and John and perhaps others argued about who was going to be the greatest.  We all have ways we measure greatness.  “I went to college”.  “I got a great job”.  “I married up in the world”. “I make a lot of money”.  The world measures greatness by the Fortune 500.  The richest in America are the greatest.  If you have great authority and influence, the world says you are great!  The Bible says the exact opposite.  You get it by becoming a servant, by becoming least.  
We can all measure greatness by our own criteria, but what is God’s criteria?  Greatness through service is a difficult lesson.  The disciples didn’t get it the first time Jesus taught it.  We see this because in the next chapter they are still looking for worldly greatness.  We even get the identity of at least two of the disciples in this discussion.  

Mark 10:35-45, “And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36  And he said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?” 37  And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38  Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” 39  And they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, 40  but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” 41  And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. 42  And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43  But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 44  and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. 45  For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
There is a paradox in Scripture, if you want to go up—you’ve got to go down!  True greatness is not measured by the height of your achievements, but by the humility of your character!  It’s not what you achieve but what God achieves in you that matters—it’s not what you’ve done but who you are!  

True greatness is not measured by the balance of your bank account but by the content of  your character and the depth of your service and humility—by how committed you are to obeying and pleasing God and by your servant’s heart!  How do you measure up?  
A. It’s ok to have an ambition for greatness.  Christ does not say, “Do not seek greatness”.  We are to have an ambition to be great.  God put it in us.  If have no ambition, you are either lazy or crazy.  Christ does not forbid the seeking of greatness. He asks us to seek it in the right way. 
Mark 9:35, “And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all”. 

Mark 10:43-45, “But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 44  and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. 45  For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
To be great in the kingdom is to be like Jesus.  It is our destiny as saints. Seek it with all your heart.  Seek to be first by being last.  Seek to be first among all by being slave of all.  Seek to be like Jesus.  Have the greatest ambition for this for one reason!  Christ “came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life”.  

B. Greatness in God’s kingdom has nothing to do with natural ability.  
1 Corinthians 3:5-8, “What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each. 6  I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7  So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8  He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages according to his labor.”

1 Corinthians 4:7, “For who sees anything different in you? What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it?”
C. You are as great as much as you humble yourself to serve Christ’s church.  Mark 10:43-44, “But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 44  and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all.”  
1 Corinthians 3:8, “He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages according to his labor.”  How is greatness attained?  By laboring for the building up of Christ’s body.

Application: As you look at greatness, it is not measured your gifts, your likability, your great sense of humor, your great intellect, or any of that.  You did nothing for those.  God gave you all that.  The question is, What are you doing with all of that?  Are you serving others or using all that to serve yourself?  What are you doing to serve Christ?

When you get up in years, you are not going to look at all the dead lines you’ve met and say, “Wow, that was amazing, I worked 15,000 hours of overtime.  I got the extra car.  I put a pool in my yard.  I went on vacation 20 times!”  No that’s not going to warm your heart when you are 82 and a half years old.  You are going to look back on the people and the faces that you loved with the love of Christ.  You want a meaningful life?  Don’t serve yourself!  Serve others!
D. Greatness is not about people knowing you, but about knowing Christ. Turn back again to our text, if you would, in Mark 9:38-40, “John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” 39  But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, for no one who does a mighty work in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40  For the one who is not against us is for us”.
Apparently, a sincere follower of Jesus, who was not one of the twelve, was doing wonderful miracles in the name of Christ with full faith and with God’s blessing.  As long as his faith was well founded in Jesus, he was not to be forbidden.  Jesus says, “the one who is not against us is for us”.  

Listen, it’s not about “Dr. so and so” who is so well known.  God may use him.  God may use a thousand other people for His kingdom.  God can use whoever He wants to use.  Being great in God’s kingdom means we are not jealous of God getting the glory through other people that we don’t know about. 

You know, Baptists are not the only ones in heaven.  I think a great many of them will be in hell.  There are many churches scattered everywhere that preach Christ.  They go by many labels.  They don’t all do everything our way.  They don’t have the same culture or methods or know the same people.  But we do have one thing in common.  They preach the same Christ!  They have the same Lord!  They are born again by the same Spirit!  They are living holy lives by the power of the same Word of God!  

You know you are far from true service for Christ when you are worried about what circle of Christianity they are in, or what school they went to, or if they don’t hold to all the secondary issues the same as you do.  Do they hold to the primary doctrines?  Do they hold to the virgin birth?  The deity of Christ?  The necessity of the new birth? The holiness of life that results from salvation?  Do they look for Christ’s Second Coming?  Then rejoice!  They are our brothers and sisters. And there are many groups that you have never heard of, and God is using them.  If they are holding to the foundational doctrines of the faith and are born again by the Spirit and love the Word, then we must say with our Lord, “the one who is not against us is for us”.  
E. We had better take Christ’s words seriously.  In this passage we have before us the divine definition of greatness.  And to close we have both an encouragement and a dire warning.  Verses 41-42, “For truly, I say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ will by no means lose his reward. 42  “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him if a great millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea.”
Conclusion:  We live in a selfish world.  If Jesus came to church at Tabernacle and looked in your heart today, we He say, “You are like me!”  Or would He find you as selfish as the world?
Closing Hymn: Am I a Soldier of the Cross?
� Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture is from the English Standard Version of the Bible.  





