Getting An Answer from God
Preached by: Matthew S. Black

Text: Mark 7:24-30

Date: June 27, 2010

Series: Mark (Introducing Jesus)
Theme and Text:  Open your Bible to Mark 7:24-30. The title of this morning’s message is “Getting an Answer from God”.

In today’s study, a woman meets Jesus, and is at first turned away by the Lord.  But because of her persistence, she gets an answer from God.  God is not cruel in not answering us right away.  He desires to test and prove our faith.

Let’s read the text.

The Syrophoenician Woman's Faith

“And from there he arose and went away to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And he entered a house and did not want anyone to know, yet he could not be hidden. 25 But immediately a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit heard of him and came and fell down at his feet. 26 Now the woman was a Gentile, a Syrophoenician by birth. And she begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27 And he said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not right to take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs.” 28 But she answered him, “Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs under the table eat the children's crumbs.” 29 And he said to her,“For this statement you may go your way; the demon has left your daughter.” 30 And she went home and found the child lying in bed and the demon gone.”

[Prayer for guidance]

Introduction:  Do you find yourself giving up in prayer before you get an answer?  This morning we are talking about persistent, intense prayer that is a channel to God’s blessings in your life.  Faith that lays hold of God and wrestles with the Almighty gets answered.  We all need to say with Jacob, “I will not let you go unless you bless me” (Genesis 32:26).   
In prayer, God is going to change me.  He sometimes changes the situation, but God is mainly interested in changing us!!  

A Devastating Situation
The woman in the passage is a Gentile woman in deep need of immediate help.  She’s in a desperate situation.  Through faith, she gets a hold of God.  She gets an amazing answer.

Do you need an answer from God today?  There’s a situation in your life, and you are ready to give up.  You are tired, you are discouraged.  You need an answer.  
How’s Your Prayer Life?  
Let me give you a quick survey.  There are five questions that reveal very common struggles that all Christians have with prayer.  The purpose is to evaluate your need for the message this morning.  Write a ten if that is completely you.  Write a zero if it’s not you at all.  
1. Sometimes I don’t go to God because I feel unworthy.  I’ve failed.  I don’t deserve His attention.  I feel that at times there’s sin in my life.  When I go to God I am so aware of my own sinfulness, so I struggle with coming to God.  Write a number down.  If that’s you, write a 10.  If that’s not you at all, write a zero.  Or write something in between.

Not me at all     0       1       2       3       4       5       6       7       8       9       10      Totally me
2. I find it a lot easier to pray with others than praying by myself—in fact, I spend very little time in focused private prayer. Write a number down.

Not me at all     0       1       2       3       4       5       6       7       8       9       10      Totally me
3. Prayer is a struggle for me—I find it much easier to work on my problems than pray about my problems.  If I have a problem I want to solve it.  Going to God is sometimes an afterthought. Prayer doesn’t feel to me like doing something about my problems or needs, 

Not me at all     0       1       2       3       4       5       6       7       8       9       10      Totally me
4. I am an independent person who seldom goes to God in fervent prayer except in extreme emergencies.  

Not me at all     0       1       2       3       4       5       6       7       8       9       10      Totally me
5. There are times when I see very little answered prayer in my life, so it discourages me from praying, but I feel guilty, so I go back to prayer.  For this reason I tend to have “cycles” of prayer in my life. 
Not me at all     0       1       2       3       4       5       6       7       8       9       10      Totally me
Now add them all up.  The higher the number, the more you need this message.

Total Score: __________   

If you got a zero, you are not being honest.  We ALL need this message!

Let me mention two facts.  
1. God has made some incredible promises about prayer.  God has said some incredible things about what He will do for us if we come to Him in time of need.  

· Philippians 4:19, “And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”  Not our wants, but our needs. 
· John 14:14, “If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.”  To ask in His name means to ask according to His will.

· Jeremiah 33:3, “Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things that you have not known”.  

· Matthew 7:7, “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you…”

So the first fact is that God has some amazing promises to answer our prayer. 
2. Here’s the second fact: many of us here today are not experiencing deep, satisfying answers to our prayers very often.  

Tell me in the last 12 months, how many times you’ve seen God break through and answer your prayers?  I think if it’s not very often, it’s because we don’t understand how willing God is to answer His beloved children. 
We have a beautiful picture of this in Mark 7 from this Gentile woman that Jesus ministers to.  Jesus meets her needs.  Has God promised to meet your needs child of God?  Do you want to see God meet your needs?  Then listen to the Scripture today.
I. You must not let timing stop you from calling on God.  This woman was one of the most unlikely of people to find Jesus, because Jesus is seeking to hide Himself.  Look at verse 24, “And from there he arose and went away to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And he entered a house and did not want anyone to know, yet he could not be hidden.”  Jesus didn’t want anyone to know where He was.  This was definitely bad timing on the part of the woman, yet she came anyway.  
It was not Christ’s desire that anyone know Him.  He was perfectly humble.  Yet Christ could not be hidden.  Matthew Henry said, “You might be able to hide a candle under a bushel, but you cannot hide the blazing sun” (paraphrase).  Christ was the most glorious being ever to walk the planet earth.  Yet he did not promote Himself.  He was the humblest human being ever to live.

A. Explanation: This was a busy time, so Christ went to Tyre and Sidon.  Why Tyre and Sidon?
1. It is possible Christ needed some rest.  Though He was God, He was also a man of weak human flesh.  He was without sin, but he suffered with all the infirmities that you and I suffer with.  It is possible that He needed to rest.  He was not getting much rest in Israel.  

2. It seems Christ wanted some distance.  So He went 25 miles by foot to get to Tyre and stayed in a house, that is, a private residence.   It’s 25 miles just to cross into the region of Tyre and Sidon.  He would have hit Tyre first.  He might have gone further, but He at least went that far.  Sidon is an additional 25 miles up the Mediterranean Sea.  It is still the third largest city in modern Lebanon, but it is one of the oldest cities on planet earth.  It was founded by Noah’s grandson, recorded in Genesis 10.  These were wealthy cities where expensive dyes were made and sold.  
· Note: This is the first and only time in Christ’s ministry that He leaves the borders of Israel.  
B. Application.
1. There is never a bad time to go to God in prayer with your needs!

· 1 Thessalonians 5:17, “pray without ceasing”. 

· Luke 18:1, We “ought always to pray and not lose heart.”

· Philippians 4:6, “do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.”

· Hebrews 4:16, “Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need”.

God’s invitation is if you are needy, come to Him.  Anytime, day or night, you need to come to Him.  
2. If you feel needy, and no one else can help you, it is the right time to run to Jesus.
Look at verse 25, “But immediately a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit heard of him and came and fell down at his feet”.  

Those who would have an answer from Christ, must throw themselves down humbly before the feet of Christ.
I. So don’t let timing stop you from running to the Lord in prayer.

II. Second, don’t let pride stop you from calling on God.
Look at verse 26, “Now the woman was a Gentile, a Syrophoenician by birth. And she begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter”.  The word “begged” is in the imperfect tense, progressive in action. The woman kept right on asking our Lord.
  She begged and she kept on begging.  She had heard of Jesus. 
Often we try so many other options before we go to Jesus.  We are so self-sufficiency.  This woman did not let pride or self sufficiency keep her from calling on God.  Sometimes we have a plan A, B, C, and D.  And if Plan D doesn’t work we call on God!  This woman only had a Plan A.  Plan A was find Jesus and beg Him until He answers.

Parallel Passage in Matthew

Look over at the parallel passage in Matthew, and you can see how she keeps on asking and asking and asking.  She knew her helplessness.  She cried out three times according to Matthew 15—“Have mercy…Lord help me...”  She said you give even the dogs crumbs from their masters’ table.  Wow! 
Look at Matthew 15:22-27, “And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.” 23  But he did not answer her a word. And his disciples came and begged him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying out after us.” 24  He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25  But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26  And he answered, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” 27  She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.”  28  Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly”.  

It took this woman three times of asking before she got an answer.  
Have you ever been in a situation where you could do nothing for a situation?  Sometimes we try to figure out all kinds of solutions.  I don’t think any one feels more helpless than a parent whose child is in need, but we cannot help.

Matthew 7:7-8, “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 8  For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened.”  The words ask, seek, and knock are in the present indicative tense.  It has the idea of ask, and keep asking, seek, and keep seeking, knock, and keep knocking.  Don’t give up!  

It is sometimes difficult to prevail in prayer.  We have no greater example than our Lord Jesus Christ.  We read in Hebrews 5:7, “In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence.”

James 5:16 , “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.”

A. Why doesn’t God answer us the first time?  I believe it is because God is more interested in changing ME than changing MY SITUATION.  Think about Jacob in the Old Testament.  He wrestled with God and he said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me” (Genesis 32:26).   
1. God waits on giving us a clear answer in order to draw us nearer to Himself.  Look at verse 25, “But immediately a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit heard of him and came and fell down at his feet”.  This woman knew her helplessness, yet the Lord waited to answer her.  That sometimes puzzles us.  We think perhaps that God does not love us.  
Example of Jesus’ love for Martha and Mary

Remember the story of Lazarus in John 11?  Turn over there.  Jesus waited several days before coming.  He purposely waited for Lazarus to die.  Look at verse 5-6, “Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6  So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.”  When Jesus finally arrived, Mary heard about it in verse 32, “Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”
Look at Jesus’ response—verses 33-35, “When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34  And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35  Jesus wept”.  

And of course, Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.  But He has great compassion on us as He is building our faith.  He is moved.  He is troubled with you.  He loves you.  You are not alone!
Was God going to answer this woman?  Of course.  Why did He wait?  Because God showing us today that those who know all they have is God get an answer!
Often God is simply “one of the options” in getting help.  How many of us have come to God as a last resort, or we go to Him, but if we don’t get an answer we try to change things ourselves?  I think we are all guilty!  
Often we go to God for an answer, but our heart is far from God.  He waits to answer until we are humble.  God waits to answer us until our heart is near to Him, so that we will appreciate His love and mercy toward us.  How often have we forgotten the mercies of God and all the answers to prayer!  

2. God waits on giving us a clear answer so that our faith might be tested and that we might grow.  When we don’t get an answer, it tries our faith.  Do you believe that God is your only option and that He is more than sufficient to answer your needs?
Matthew 15:25-28, “she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26  And he answered, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” 27  She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.”  28  Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire”.  

Are you seeing answered prayer?  I believe it is because God is more interested in changing ME than changing MY SITUATION. Don’t give up!  Are you asking?  Are you seeking?  Are you knocking?  James 4:2, “you have not, because ye ask not.”  
God waits to answer our prayer because He wants us to persevere in our relationship with Him.  He is not cruel or deaf or unloving.  He is building our faith.  

I. Don’t let timing stop you from running to the Lord in prayer.  Anytime is a good time to go to God!

II. Don’t let your pride stop you from running to the Lord in prayer.  God is waiting for a reason.  He is more interested in changing you than your situation.  

III. Third, don’t let your unworthiness stop you from calling on God.  Sometimes it is not pride, but an attitude of unworthiness that stops us from going to God. 
Often we think, if we had a better biblical knowledge we might get an answer.  No, God asks us to come to Him as a child.  We don’t need to know more. God simply wants your broken heart.  

It’s not how much we know, but it is the attitude of our heart that God responds to. Often we feel so unworthy and unspiritual so we don’t go to God.  This woman did not let that stop her!  
Look at verses 26-28, “Now the woman was a Gentile, a Syrophoenician by birth. And she begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27 And he said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not right to take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs.” 28 But she answered him, “Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs under the table eat the children's crumbs”. 

This woman was a Gentile—she is actually from the same area as Jezebel of the Old Testament.  She knew that Jesus had come primarily for the “lost house of Israel”, but she did not allow her lack of any spiritual background to keep her from Jesus.
Application:  Sometimes we think we need to be spiritual giants before God gives an answer.  Can I let you in on something.  If you think you are a spiritual giant you are not.  Spiritual giants don’t know they are spiritual giants.  Spiritual giants come to God as little children.  If we think we know it all, we know nothing.  It’s not who your parents are, or growing up in a Christian home, or how much you know that avails an answer with God.  It is what you’ve done with what you know.  Do you know you will never be worthy enough to get an answer.  It’s knowing Christ’s mercy.
A. It is knowing Jesus worthiness, not our own that is the key to getting an answer from God.   This woman knew who Jesus was.  

1. This woman had already heard of Jesus.  Look at what she calls Jesus in verse 26, “Yes, Lord”.  What we are going to find is that she knows who Jesus is, and is very likely a born again believer at this moment.  It is possible that she either went to Israel to see Jesus, or was told about Jesus by someone who witnessed His ministry.

In Mark 3, we find Jesus is healing all kinds of people, and there is a great multitude following Him.  Look at Mark 3:7-8, “…a great crowd followed, from Galilee and Judea 8  and Jerusalem and Idumea and from beyond the Jordan and from around Tyre and Sidon. When the great crowd heard all that he was doing, they came to him.”

I do not know if this woman was part of the crowd there that day, but there were certainly people from Tyre and Sidon there.  

2. This woman knew that Jesus Christ was the Messiah.  Now look back at Matthew 15:22-27.  Look at what this woman calls Jesus, “And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.”
This is a messianic title. This is a title that said she knew Jesus was the one whom God promised to King David so many years ago. It was though she was saying, “You are the Redeemer of God’s people who has come according to God’s promise to save your people from their sins.”

The key with answered prayer is not attempting to be worthy.  We will never be acceptable before God in and of ourselves.  Our plea to God is never based our own worth, but only mercy!!  
We do not come as people who have learned much, but as those who have much to learn.  

I. Don’t let timing stop you from running to the Lord in prayer.  Anytime is a good time to go to God!

II. Don’t let your pride stop you from running to the Lord in prayer.  God is waiting for a reason.  He is more interested in changing you than your situation.  

III. Don’t let unworthiness stop you from running to the Lord in prayer.  A Our plea to God is never based our own worth, but only mercy!!  

IV. Finally, don’t let your faithlessness stop you from calling on God.  Do you believe that Jesus is the only answer to the trial you are in?  Are you drawing near to Him, or are you losing faith?  Draw near to Jesus in faith, and you will receive an answer.  
There’s an amazing thing that happens when we grow in Christ.  The desires of our heart begin to line up with God’s heart!  

John 14:13-14, “Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  :14  If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.”  

John says again in 1 John 5:14-15, “And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. 15  And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him.”
I want to challenge you to believe God in impossible situations.  We serve the God who split the Red Sea and who raised Lazarus from the dead!  
Look at this woman’s great faith, and her amazing answer.  This woman was a child of God.  She may have been a Gentile, but she had greater faith than most in Israel.  

Look at Mark 7:27-30, “And he said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not right to take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs.” 28 But she answered him, “Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs under the table eat the children's crumbs.” 29 And he said to her,“For this statement you may go your way; the demon has left your daughter.” 30 And she went home and found the child lying in bed and the demon gone.”

Matthew records Jesus saying in Matthew 15:28, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire”.   

Conclusion:  Story of Ralph Sr. getting saved.  Don’t you give up!  You may feel unworthy and proud and wavering, but God is faithful!  Believe Him.  He is more concerned about changing you than changing your situation. If God says no to us about anything it is only because He has something better for us!  

� The text unless otherwise noted is quoted from the English Standard Version of the Holy Scriptures.
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