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“Beware in your prayer, above everything, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by fancying that you know what he can do.” 
– Andrew Murray
Announcements

1. Welcome to visitors
2. Mid-week service this week
3. Don’t miss Expositor’s class (4pm) / evening service (5pm) 
4. Pacific Garden Mission tonight at 7pm for those who would like to go
5. Next Sunday Evening (Nov. 8) the Teen Challenge Choir will be ministering to us.
6. Ladies Cookie Fellowship: Ladies please join us on Friday Nov 20 at 7pm for our Annual Cookie Exchange. Please bring 4 dozen homemade cookies (of the same kind of cookie) and an extra container to bring them home in. Please make sure all of the cookies are the same kind. Please also bring a finger food or dessert to share this evening. We look forward to an evening of hearing from God's Word, and a great time of fellowship. There is a Cookie Exchange sign up sheet at the Welcome Center. Please see Cindy Klikas with questions.

7. Annual Pie Fellowship: Our Annual Pie Fellowship will be on Tues Nov 24 and will replace our Weds service. Please bring your favorite pie this evening. We look forward to an evening of Praise and Testimony of God's goodness to us this year.
I

f you don’t have a Bible, there should be one in the seat in front of you. Open your Bible to Matthew 21. We are continuing in our series in the book of Matthew entitled “Kingdom Come.” This morning we are looking at a message entitled: “The Barren Fig Tree.”

Reformation Day
Many Protestants celebrate Reformation Day on October 31st or Reformation Sunday (today) to commemorate the day on which Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses to a church door at Wittenberg, Germany in 1517.

Yesterday was reformation day. In the days of Martin Luther the main visible church was the Catholic Church. There was no Protestant church.
The church was dead. It had withered away because of false doctrine. It was no longer connected to the vine. And though it was impressive with its towering cathedrals and delicate and ornate clothing, and the smells and bells of religion, it was dead. 

The Reformation started on All Saints' Eve, 1517, when Luther publicly objected to Johann Tetzel selling indulgences. You could actually pay to have sins removed for yourself or for your loved one – and as soon as you paid, you could actually pay to get someone out of Purgatory. As Johann Tetzel proclaimed: “Once the coin into the coffer clings, a soul from purgatory heavenward springs!”

The church had gotten fat and lazy and was dead. The pope was financing the construction of St. Peter’s cathedral on the backs of a false and bloated church. They had all the trappings but no spiritual life. 

Spiritual Deadness in Israel

God warned of this same spiritual deadness in Israel. He compared them in the Old Testament to a fig tree or a vine, and God warns that because Israel is barren, judgment is coming.
 As Jeremiah 8:13 says, “When I would gather them, declares the Lord, there are no grapes on the vine, nor figs on the fig tree; even the leaves are withered, and what I gave them has passed away from them.”
Jesus has come to earth. It is day 3 (Tuesday of Holy Week). Jesus is going to be hanging on a Cross for our sins on Friday.  And Jesus warns of the same judgement. 

A Parable and a Miracle

The story of the barren fig tree is a miracle that Jesus performed. With supernatural power, Jesus harmed the fig tree, in order to give a warning to us. He put a curse on the fig tree to awaken us and call us a healthy connection with Him.

Can I ask you, are you connected with Jesus? Are you walking in the Spirit? Sometimes we have the temptation to heap on the activity on our Christian lives, but inside we feel disconnected to God – spiritually dry and perhaps even dead.

Don’t we all need an awakening? 

Holy Scripture
Matthew 21:18-22, “In the morning [MONDAY, BEFORE HE CLEANSED THE TEMPLE], as he was returning to the city, he became hungry. 19 And seeing a fig tree by the wayside, he went to it and found nothing on it but only leaves. And he said to it, “May no fruit ever come from you again!” And the fig tree withered at once.”
20 When the disciples saw it [TUESDAY, PER MK. 11], they marveled, saying, “How did the fig tree wither at once?” 21 And Jesus answered them, “Truly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ it will happen. 22 And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith.”

A Warning for Awakening!

Jesus curses a fig tree to awaken His people to spiritual life. He’s teaching his disciples so that they will sound a warning that will awaken and bring people to life. Wake up!  Come to life, or you will be like this barren fig tree.
Outline – 5 Lessons on Spiritual Awakening or Barrenness 
How does God revive us? How does God wake us up? The fig tree teaches us five lessons of spiritual awakening.

· A lesson about appearance (18-19)
· A lesson about maturity (19)
· A lesson about withering (19)
· A lesson about faith (20-22)
· A lesson about prayer (22)
I. A Lesson about Appearance, vs. 19-20.
Matthew 21:18-19, “In the morning, as he was returning to the city, he became hungry. 19 And seeing a fig tree by the wayside, he went to it and found nothing on it but only leaves...”

The Infinite One was Hungry

Jesus was hungry. Take that in for a second. The one who created the grain that gives us bread was hungry. The Infinite One was famished. How He loves you to humble Himself like that! As Paul says in Eph. 3:18, “How wide, how long, how high, and how deep is the love of Christ!”
Dead, though it Looked Alive
Just because someone looks alive doesn’t mean they are. This fig tree looked externally fine, but was inwardly dead. The curse Jesus put upon the tree was a way to match the outside with the inward reality. The tree was dead, though it looked alive. 

Mark 11:13 notes that it was not yet the season for figs, yet the early figs, though not yet ripe, are quite tasty. In Micah 7:1, Micah the Lord says, “What misery is mine! I am like one who gathers summer fruit at the gleaning of the vineyard; there is no cluster of grapes to eat, none of the early figs that I crave” (NIV).
Parabolic Enactment of Israel’s Judgement

But there were not even any early figs on the tree. Jesus is not concerned about horticulture. He’s sending a message. The cursing of the fig tree is a parabolic enactment of the judgment Israel will soon face because the people have rejected God’s Messiah and defiled his house, the temple.
 

This does not tie God’s hands for God does not need the Temple or the leaders of Israel to carry out His plan. This plan to reach the nations was already set in motion before the world began!  God’s plan is to bring about a spiritual transformation in the hearts of sinners! Can you just say AMEN if you are grateful for God’s plan?! How amazing is God’s grace to us sinners! 

Yet many play games with the grace of God. 
Catalogs and Coffee

Have you ever ordered something online or through a catalog and when you got it, it was nothing like the picture? Integrity is important.

I’ve heard of people mistaking salt for sugar and putting it in their coffee. Substance and integrity is important. You may think you are getting one thing, but it is a real let down when you think you are getting one thing, but really you are getting something quite different.

It’s no big deal in coffee or catalogs, but it is tragic in our souls. 

We need this morning to understand how we can know we are genuinely connected to Christ. Jesus illustrates this through a miracle He does by cursing a fig tree. It’s really a parable that teaches us about being awakened to Christ. Are you awake spiritually? 

A Case of False Advertising

The early figs should have been there. There was this grand display of a full foliage leaves advertising that the early figs were there. It was like the tree was saying, “Come and get some early figs!” But there were no figs to be found!  It was a case of false advertising.

Ryle wrote, “Open sin, and avowed unbelief, no doubt slay their thousands. But profession without practice slays its tens of thousands.”﻿
 So many are deceived by activity without awakening! 
God Wants the Fruit of a Surrendered Heart

God is not so impressed with the leaves of our activity, if He does not see the fruit of a HEART dedicated to Him! Remember the words gave Samuel concerning David, “the LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). 

Leaves without Figs
Of course there are many unbelievers in churches today who have “leaves without figs.” James has this wonderful way of putting it, “Faith without works is dead” (Jms. 2:17). There are plenty of people on the Day of Judgement, even pastors and preachers that have no real fruit, and Jesus will say to them, “Depart from me, you lawless people, I never knew you.”
We can have plenty of activity without a heart dedicated to Jesus. 
Don’t Confuse Activity with Awakening
Are you awake and alive to God? We must be careful as true Christians that we don’t confuse mere activity with awakening. We can all get caught up in the “leaves” and clutter of religious activity, but this does not equal being “alive to God.” 
Two real fruits are mentioned later in this passage: faith and prayer. This is what a real awakening looks like. The Spiritual awakening we need this morning has everything to do with being connected with Christ, just at John 15 says. We must be attached to the vine. Jesus said, “Without Me, ye can do nothing” (John 15:5). 
Many Other Trees were Not Cursed
There were many trees that don’t bring forth fruit, but they offer shade, like the oak or the pine or the cedar trees of Lebanon. Jesus cursed none of these trees, because they were non-fruit bearing trees. But Jesus curses this tree, because it was a fruit-bearing tree, and it brought forth nothing.

There are many who advertise Christ, but do not bring Him forth in their lives. Anyone can bring forth a doctrinal statement, or a program or ministry or a sermon. Even the devils of hell are capable of this. But are there those among us who advertise that we are Christians, but we do not walk with Christ? 
Only Leaves (without Fruit)
Matthew records that when Jesus when to the fig tree for fruit, He “found nothing on it but only leaves.” Only leaves!  Leaves are good!  Leaves provide shade. Leaves seem to show life and readiness to produce fruit.
But many have “leaves” without fruit. 

Mr. Talkative – Pretentious Fig Tree
But many have “leaves” without fruit. They are like “Mr. Talkative” from the Pilgrim’s Progress. They can talk and talk and talk about spiritual things. They have the leaves – 

· They talk about prayer, but never pray. 

· hey talk about praising God, but you never see them quietly meditating on God on their bed in private. 

· They talk about the dangers of sin, but rarely repent. They have regrets about their sin, but no repentance.

· They talk, talk, talk about theology, but they do not know the Theos (the Almighty God) they talk about. 
They are nothing but pretentious fig trees that have “leaves” but have no fruit. 

Only the “Means of Grace”
Today, on Reformation Sunday, we are grateful for the means of grace. We are grateful for:
· The Word of God

· The sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s supper

· The fellowship of the saints

· How thankful we are for prayer

· We are grateful for our doctrinal statement and for church membership

Yet, many a devilish person has known the Word of God. Many hell-bound and unchanged people are baptized. The lost mingle with the saints. And many a lost, and even evil person has worked him or herself up in prayer without any faith at all.

What I’m saying is, all of the means of grace are good if they lead us to Christ. But remember the even “devils believe and tremble.” 

The Man with a Soap & Towel Collection

They are like the man in the book of James with the soap and towel collection, but never uses the soap to wash his face.  He constantly sees his blemished face in the mirror, but never does anything to clean himself up. 

As James 1:22-25 says, “be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like.”

He sees the filth of sin, and he has a collection of soap and towels, but he never picks up the towel or soap to actually cleanse his face. He just loves the various kinds of soaps he has collected.  Instead of picking up the soap and towels, he is just glad he has them, but he never uses them.
If all we have is a collection of soap and towels, we are nothing more than a pretentious, but barren fig tree.

All “Leaves” are Vain Unless They Bring us to Christ

 So let’s not be so proud of the “leaves” of our Christian life. We are not to bring so much attention to our doctrinal statements, or our theological systems, or our catechisms, or our Bible reading and prayer – It’s good and necessary to have all those things, but let’s not glorify the leaves!  Let’s glorify the fruit. We know Christ!  Let’s give glory to God for the fruit of knowing Christ. All our leaves are vain unless they point to the fruit of a walk with Christ.

What am I saying?  The means of grace are like the leaves on this fig tree. They advertise that a true Christian lives here.  But we must remember that these things are not the Savior, but just lead us to the Savior. 

Exalt the Architect, Not the Hammer

In other words, as Christians, we are called to exalt the Architect, not the hammer! God uses people. But let us not exalt the hammer! Let’s exalt the Architect! We are just pieces of clay in the Master’s hand. 

When the mailman brings you a check, we don’t kiss the mailman. We realize that the mailman is just the messenger. “Some plant, some water, but God gives the increase” (1 Cor. 3:6).  Let’s not exalt the planting or the watering. Let’s not exalt the tree. Let’s not exalt the leaves. Let’s exalt the God who gives the increase!!
The Outward Leaves are Good, But God Looks on the Heart!
Leaves are good!  But if you are born again, you will have something more than leaves. You will have something more than a superficial appearance of Christianity. You will have fruit. God promises that you will produce lasting fruit for His Kingdom.

Remember the words gave Samuel concerning David, “the LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). 
We saw a lesson about appearance, but there is a second lesson about spiritual awakening.
II. A Lesson about Maturity, vs. 19
Matthew 21:19, “And seeing a fig tree by the wayside, he went to it and found nothing on it but only leaves…”

Not Expecting Fully Formed Fruit

Jesus wasn’t expecting fully formed fruit. Mark 11:13 makes explicit, “It was not the season for figs.” To be precise, fig trees put out their leaves in the spring, at the time of the Passover, and with the leaves, small fruits which later ripened as mature figs appeared. Micah says in Micah 7:1 that he “craved” the early figs, so to some people’s taste buds, they were delicious! 

At the very least, they were edible, especially for a hungry man. The leaves promised that there would be some fruit, even if not ripe fruit, on the tree. 
The Essence of All Good Fruit

The essence of all good fruit is knowing Christ and being conformed into His image. This is why Jesus died – not just to take away our sins, but to cleanse us so that we could become like Christ. 

One way to measure whether or not you have fruit is Philippians 1:21, “For me to live is…” What do you live for?  

· Do you live for your pleasure?

· Do you live for the world?

· Do you live for your job?

· Or your family?

· Or another relationship on this earth?

Of course, God created pleasure and is honored by our work. We should have a good family life. But those things are only meaningful as we live for Christ and honor God with them. I pray that each of you can say, “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain!” 

This doesn’t mean we are fully mature, but we are you daily growing and changing into Christ’s likeness in your heart, in your words, in your actions? 
We Will Not Be Fully Mature Till We See Jesus
So this pretentious fig tree teaches us a lesson about maturity. We will not be fully formed fruitful fig trees till we see Jesus, but all Christians have some fruit. You want a spiritually awakened life, right? It doesn’t mean your heart is perfect. We are going to struggle till Jesus comes again, but there is a progressive journey in grace that will be taking place. 
We Start as Babies in Christ
We need to recognize that we were all once babes in Christ. Praise God for babies! But even babies in Christ show outward fruit of hunger and thirst for the Word of God. In babes, the heart has been reached, but sometimes there is not the strength of faith as in mature Christians. They are like Lazarus who has been inwardly raised from the dead, but he still has the grave clothes on. So yes, there are babies, but babes in Christ do not stay babies. There is a progression in sanctification. We are called to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 3:18). So though there are babes in Christ, God promises that they will not remain so.
The Book of First John 
I want to give you two places in Scripture that are vital to understanding what godly, Christlike fruit looks like. The first is 1 John.  The Gospel of John tells us HOW to bear fruit – we need to be connected to Christ. In 1 John 1 we find that the first evidence of the new birth is FELLOWSHIP with God. There are 11 evidences found in the book of John.  
Different Rates of Progress in the Christian Life

We need to recognize that there are different speeds of progress in growth in the Christian’s life. Growth is not always at the same speed. There are many falls and times when a Christian grieves the Holy Spirit along the way. We cry out all along the way, “Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?” (Rom. 7:24). And that is the whole point. A genuine Christian is constantly aware of his sin. He is constantly clinging to Christ as the only Savior and way of escape. 

What Does Progress Look Like?
2 Peter 1 gives us a good idea of what progress looks like in the Christian life. Look at how Peter puts it. There is fruit. We are not like the barren fig tree if we are in Christ. We are fruit bearing trees!  
2 Peter 1:2-9, “Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8 For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins.”
Add to Your Faith! 
Add to Your Faith – You must add to your faith! Faith is your trust and communion in God through Christ. You are united to Christ by your trust in Him, which is a gift from the Holy Spirit. You trust that Christ died for you. You trust Him with your soul. That’s good!  But you need to add to that! 
Add Virtue. – Add to your faith virtue. That’s moral excellence, or the all-consuming desire to please God in all things. 

Add Knowledge – Add to your virtue knowledge. Keep reading the Word with your heart surrendered to the Holy Spirit. Read the Word with your eyes fixed on Jesus. Take in the Word in a spirit of prayer and childlike humility.

Add Self-Control – Now add to your knowledge self-control.  That means making the right choice no matter what you feel like. You live by faith, not by feelings.  Remember feelings can be deceiving. 

Add Perseverance – That means making the right choice no matter what you feel like over and over and over and over again!  
Add Godliness – To perseverance you are to add godliness. This is the payoff – this means you chosen so many times out of a heart that loves God, that you are now habituated in Christlike character. You no longer are thinking so much about godly choices – it’s becoming your nature.

Add Brotherly Kindness and Love – Godliness expresses itself in these two things – brotherly kindness is a way of saying service to others, and love is the mark of full maturity. Total self-sacrifice for God and others. This is what we were created for! 
The Parable Points to the Deadness of the People’s Hearts
So Jesus didn’t find these present in the people of Israel, and He uses this fig tree as a sort of parable. He’s revealing that they don’t even have early fruit. They don’t even have immature fruit. They look so good, but inwardly they are so dead! 
So that brings us to our next point: 

Pageantry but no Substance

We learn a lesson about withering. The leaders of Israel were bringing forth no fruit. Like the pretentious fig tree, they had the pageantry but they had no substance. So Jesus curses them. We need to realize that in the scope of things, Jesus curses the fig tree on Monday, and then explains the meaning of the curse on Tuesday. So it’s literally two days till his arrest, and three days till the Lord’s crucifixion. The leaders of Israel are like this fig tree. 

Jesus is looking for fruit, and He finds nothing, so He curses the fig tree. Remember, Jesus is not concerned about agriculture or about eating. He’s using this fig tree as a symbol with a deeper meaning. He’s teaching us about spiritual awakening. There many in Israel, especially the leaders, who thought they were alive, but they were dead! 

Jesus Curses the Fig Tree, so that We Will Not be Cursed

So Jesus curses a fig tree, so that we will not be cursed! He curses it as a merciful warning to the unbelieving in Israel.

Let’s read about it. 
III. A Lesson about Withering, vs. 19
Matthew 21:19, “And seeing a fig tree by the wayside, he went to it and found nothing on it but only leaves. And he said to it, “May no fruit ever come from you again!” And the fig tree withered at once.”  So we see there is a withering. 
A Curse that Caused Withering
It says the tree withered “at once.” Apparently the tree did not wither while the disciples were still watching but did within the next twenty-four hours (Mark 11:20). By horticultural standards, this still qualifies as “immediately.”
 This is a miracle. Jesus’s is demonstrating His supernatural power! 
A Parable of the Barrenness of Israel

Jesus is deliberately staging a symbolic act that uses an OT image in which the fig tree symbolizes Israel (Isa 28:4; Hos 9:10) and a barren fig tree symbolizes sin and corruption in the nation (Jer 8:13; 24:8, 29:17; Hos 9:10; Joel 1:12; Mic 7:1). He takes the opportunity afforded by the fruitless fig tree to signify the barrenness of Jerusalem and Israel and its imminent judgment.

Jesus is likely using this cursing of the fig tree as a symbol to represent the soon destruction of the Old Covenant system of the temple and sacrifices that pointed to Christ. The people were into the sacrifices and the system, but not into Christ. They had the “leaves” of external devotion, but sadly, on the inside, many people’s hearts were cold and hard.

A Compassionate Christ? – A Compassionate Warning!
How can this fit a compassionate Christ who has just healed the blind and lame and lauded the children? “If the narrative is historical, the tree fulfilled a more important function by dying than by living, and it is a false sentiment to think of it as badly treated.”

Jesus cursed the tree so to warn us so that we would not have to bear our own curse of sin! What a merciful Savior! 
Jesus Normally Uses His Supernatural Powers to Bless

Jesus is normally using His divine attributes and supernatural powers to bless and heal and teach. He called Peter to walk on water. He heals and commands the elements. All of this is to build the faith of those He came to save. 

But this time, Jesus is using His power to curse. And yet even this is an act of mercy. Jesus curses a tree to demonstrate a warning to anyone who would follow Him in a superficial way.

A Good Kind of Withering
It’s interesting – the Bible in the book of Isaiah talks about a good kind of withering.  Isaiah basically says, we must die before we can live. We must go to our own funeral before we can be resurrected.
Isaiah 40:6-8 speaks of it, 

“A voice says, “Cry!”

    And I said, “What shall I cry?”

All flesh is grass,

    and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.

7 The grass withers, the flower fades

    when the breath [SPIRIT] of the Lord blows on it;

    surely the people are grass.

8 The grass withers, the flower fades,

    but the word of our God will stand forever.”

Peter interprets it and quotes it. 1 Peter 1:23-34. Spirit blows upon all people as grass. And they wither.

He says, “since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God, and then he quotes Isaiah 40:7-8.

We all have to die before we can live. We have to wither to the things of this world.  The Spirit of God must blow on you, so that all your desires for this world might wither as grass! 

The Bad Kind of Withering
But Jesus, as an act of grace and mercy, warns us by cursing the pretentious fig tree. This fig tree was advertising good fruit, but had no fruit at all. 
That fig tree is like the many people who advertise that they know Christ, but they don’t know Him. Many will come to Jesus on the Day of Judgment and advertise that they have known Him, but He will say to them: “Depart from me you lawless people, I never knew you” (Matthew 7:23). 

A Withering from Which We will Not Recover
The withering that Jesus presents here, is the way of all flesh if they do not repent. So there is a withering from which those who experience it will never recover.  Some will perish in their sins. That is the second death. At that time all those who are in the grave who do not know Jesus Christ will be cast into the lake of fire.  Jesus cursed the fig tree to warn us about the judgment that is coming.
IV. A Lesson about Faith, vs. 20-22
Matthew 21:20-22, “When the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, “How did the fig tree wither at once?” 21 And Jesus answered them, “Truly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ it will happen. 22 And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith.”

Faith and Prayer, Two Main Signs of Spiritual Life
Jesus is now teaching them about true connection with God. Faith and prayer are the main signs that we are spiritually awake and alive in Christ.

Jesus Passing on His Ministry
How did you do it Jesus? How did this fig tree dry up in one day? That’s a miracle! Jesus is passing on His ministry to His disciples. 

He basically says, “You can do the same thing!” And Jesus is giving His ministry to His apostles who have given it to us.

Greater Things!
Isn’t that what Jesus said in John 14:12, “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father.”

Jesus effected Palestine. You are going to effect the whole world! You are going to do greater works! 

Definition of Faith: Eyes to See
How do I move mountains? Through faith!  What is faith?  Faith is “trust in an object.”  It is living and walking through the eyes of Jesus. 
Faith is defined in Ephesians 1:17-18 as God giving you “the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you.”

John Newton put this definition of faith to music when he wrote:

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,

That saved a wretch like me!

I once was lost, but now am found,

Was blind, but now I see!

An Illustration of Faith: God’s Wheelbarrow
As we think about the fact that faith is putting the whole weight of your trust in God and seeing God in such a way that you are able to trust Him through anything, let me tell you the story of the great acrobat and daredevil, Charles Blondin.

On June 30, 1859, Charles Blondin became the first man in history to walk on a tightrope across Niagara Falls. Blondin strung a tightrope across Niagara Falls, and proceeded to traverse the raging waters.  A crowd gathered as he successfully made his way back to his starting place.

Blondin shouted to the crowd: “Who here believes I can cross over Niagara Falls again, but this time pushing a wheelbarrow?”

The exhilarated crowd began shouting, “We believe, we believe!”  And sure enough, Blondin steered that wheelbarrow successfully across The Falls and back, to the riotous applause of the onlookers!

Blondin again lifted his voice to the crowd: “Who here believes I can cross over Niagara Falls a 3rd time, but this time with a man in the wheelbarrow?”

The crowd could barely control their enthusiasm, so spectacular were the achievements of this death-defying tightrope-ist.  “We believe!  We believe!” they shouted, all the louder.

Blonden replied, “Ok, then who will be my first volunteer in the wheelbarrow?”

Silence. You see, faith is getting in the wheelbarrow, not just screaming, “I believe!”

When was the last time you were in “God’s Wheelbarrow?”  Perhaps today should be that day? That means if you trust God, He’ll move God-sized mountains for you.
Moving Mountains
What does it mean to move a mountain? It means that you trust God to do the impossible. How impossible is it to speak to a fig tree and dry it up in one day? That’s absolutely impossible. But Jesus says, you can do the impossible through faith.
You can move “God-sized” mountains. You will do greater things than Jesus’ cursing of the pretentious fig tree. 

The Mountains
There were several mountains in Israel. You had Mount Moriah, which is the Temple Mount. You had Mount Zion where Caiaphas’s home was and nearby was also the home where the Last Supper was hosted, and likely the same home where the 120 were praying on the Day of Pentecost. Then you had the Mount of Olives outside the city gates of Jerusalem.

Mountains are important. But imagine to have one “plucked up” and flung into the ocean. That’s a God-size task. That’s what a real awakening looks like. 

God is interested in doing “God-sized” things for you. This is the way we ought to live and believe.  And it is the way we ought to pray. 

And that brings us to our last point. Our fifth lesson on being alive in Christ is…
V. A Lesson about Prayer, vs. 22
Matthew 21:22, “And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith.”

Martin Luther said, “To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be alive without breathing.”

Andrew Murray said, “Beware in your prayer, above everything, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by fancying that you know what he can do.” 

Prayer Life is the Measure of Spirit’s Life
A true Christian is no barren fig tree. Leonard Ravenhill said it this way, “A man is what he is on his knees before God, and nothing more.”
Behold He Prays!

Regardless of your prayer posture, your prayer life is the measure of the Spirit’s life within you. When Saul of Tarsus was saved, we knew he was saved because in Acts 9:11, the Lord tells Ananias, you’ll be able to find him because, “Behold, he is praying.” 

He had said many prayers in his life as a Pharisee, but for the first time, Saul of Tarsus was connecting with God! 

Connecting with God
How about you? Are you walking with God? Are you connecting with God? Are you calling out to God to move mountains in your life?
Trust God to Move God-Sized Mountains
Matthew 21:21-22, “And Jesus answered them, “Truly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ it will happen. 22 And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith.”

We need to trust the Lord to move God-sized mountains today.  Prayer is a time to realize you are not God. You are not in control of things. Mountains are things that man cannot move. Prayer is a time to confess your powerlessness and helplessness before the throne of grace! 

Confess to God that:

· You cannot save your children

· You cannot sanctify yourself

· You cannot change your job situation

· You cannot as a husband love your wife

· You cannot as a wife submit to your husband

· You cannot deal with your health situation

· You cannot provide for your financial situation

You cannot do anything without God-sized power to move those mountains!  Jesus said in John 15:5, “Without Me, ye can do nothing!”

Delight Yourself in the Lord

This is the essence of real fruit!  This is what it means to be spiritually alive!  Walk in the Spirit, delight yourself in the Lord!  And as you delight in Him, and His kingdom and His righteousness, and His will, He will give you the desires of your heart, because in your heart all you want is Christ! (Psalm 37:4).

Conclusion
What we have learned today is that true, spiritual life cannot be manipulated or manufactured. There is no such thing as “Cookie Cutter Christianity.” 
True fruit must come from the Spirit through faith and prayer. Christlikeness comes through a connection with God.
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