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“The devil fears nothing from prayerless studies or prayerless toil or prayerless living, but when the weakest saint is upon his knees, all hell trembles.” 
– William Cowper
Announcements

1. Welcome to visitors
2. Small Groups this week.
3. Don’t miss evening service (5pm) 
4. No expositor’s Class today
I

f you don’t have a Bible, there should be one in the seat in front of you. Open your Bible to Matthew 21. We are continuing in our series in the book of Matthew entitled “Kingdom Come.” This morning we are looking at a message entitled: “The Cleansing of the Temple.”

Why Jesus Cleanses the Temple
As we consider Jesus’ cleansing of the Temple today, I want us to step back and consider why this event occurs. 

Remember Jesus has just revealed Himself to be King of Israel. It’s so important to understand what Jesus is doing. He’s the King. He’s openly receiving the Hosannas. 

Then the very next day (according to Mark), He goes directly to the Temple and cleanses it. It’s to be a house of prayer, but it is cluttered.

This is an act of grace on behalf of Jesus Christ. He graciously clears out His Temple. This is the place early in Israel’s history, when there was only a Tabernacle –  that God met with His people. It was called “the Tent of Meeting.” This tent of meeting has now become cluttered. 

You Are God’s Temple

And I want to ask you if your life has become cluttered as well. What is Jesus doing in your life to cleanse you, for you are His temple, saint of God. You are His temple! You are the Temple of the Holy Spirit.

Today’s message is all about Jesus teaching us about worship and prayer. That’s what the ministry of the Temple was all about. It was a place to meet God. Let’s talk about meeting God today. Jesus reveals Himself to be King, and the next day He enters the temple to cleanse and purify it.

Outline – Five Experiences as Jesus Enters His Temple
We learn five events that take place as Jesus enters His temple, and they are five things that you ought to experience as Jesus as He draws you near to Him. 
· Weeping

· Cleansing
· Praying

· Worship

· Warfare

The Beginning of the End

The twenty-first chapter of Matthew marks the beginning of the end of Jesus’ ministry, though we are only two-thirds of the way through the Gospel at this point.
 This is the last week of Jesus’ life on earth. It is Monday in Holy Week.  Jesus dies four days later on Friday. 
Open Declaration of Kingship
The day before, on “Palm Sunday,” Jesus openly declared Himself to be the King of Israel. He has revealed Himself to be the “Son of David,” the Christ, the Messiah.  He is very much in charge of His entry into Jerusalem. He arranges and orchestrates this entry. 

There was probably no other crowd anywhere in all of Palestine that understood the power of Jesus. The disciples did, but if you’re looking for a crowd, they had seen the raising of Lazarus. They knew who he was. Many had been healed by Him. Formerly blind men and women, formerly lame people, formerly dead people were shouting with all their might that this was the King of Israel.

Rebuke Your Disciples!

Luke 19:39 tells us that the Pharisees knew what was going on. They must have gasped. They knew what this meant. So they asked Jesus to “rebuke His disciples” which in their eyes had obviously gotten carried away. 

The Stones Would Cry Out!

Remember how He revealed Himself as King so clearly? Luke 19:40, Jesus says, “I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.”
The Purpose of the Tabernacle / Temple
Remember, the Tabernacle began with the Pillar of cloud / fire as the presence of God. God commanded Moses to construct a “Tent of Meeting” where God would talk to Moses. Sacrifices took place. And the Pillar of Cloud and Fire would burn over the Holy of holies.
We read about it in Exodus 33:7-11a, “Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside the camp, far off from the camp, and he called it the tent of meeting. And everyone who sought the Lord would go out to the tent of meeting, which was outside the camp. 8 Whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the people would rise up, and each would stand at his tent door, and watch Moses until he had gone into the tent. 9 When Moses entered the tent, the pillar of cloud would descend and stand at the entrance of the tent, and the Lord would speak with Moses. 10 And when all the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance of the tent, all the people would rise up and worship, each at his tent door. 11 Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend.”

Let me ask you: are you as God’s temple being purified?  Are you connected with Jesus? All the people worshipped Jesus as King. Yet many had hearts that were like the temple: they were offering cluttered and calculated worship.

Can I ask you, do you want worship that is spontaneous and free and uncluttered? Remember “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is…” what? “Liberty!” 

Do you want to serve God out of love and not legalism?

You say yes! How do I get that? 
As Christ draws near his temple there is…

I. Weeping, Lk. 19:41-44
Luke 19:41-44, “And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, 42 saying, “Would that you, even you, had known on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. 43 For the days will come upon you, when your enemies will set up a barricade around you and surround you and hem you in on every side 44 and tear you down to the ground, you and your children within you. And they will not leave one stone upon another in you, because you did not know the time of your visitation.”
Time of Visitation

They did not know the time of their visitation.  Jesus wept over this. They were not ready! He had done so many miracles among them, but they did not know “the things that make for peace.” Instead the leaders and elders want to kill Jesus.
Jesus Weeps
I want you to see that “Jesus weeps.” His sorrow for all of us is a perfect and infinite sorrow. His tears are powerful.  Praise Jesus that He cries for you. He is our great High Priest. He weeps for His people. And though at the time Jesus was weeping, many were hardened, and did not know the “time of their visitation.” Yet Jesus’ tears would moisten the soil of their hearts. 
Let us never forget that Jesus’ is currently praying with tears before the Father’s throne, and that it is His Almighty tears that brought you to faith. It is His tears that sent the Holy Spirit into your heart. 

Amy Carmichael’s Tears and Travail
Some of you know the Irish Missionary Amy Carmichael who effected India with the Gospel. She said her secret to seeing so many touched with the Gospel was her tears. 

She believed and taught that we are to take on that spiritual agony and travail for God’s people. We are to draw near to our “Jerusalem” with tears. We are to be united with Jesus’ agony for His people.
Listen to Amy Carmichael’s words, “We must enter into that travail of soul with Christ. Nothing less is any good. Spiritual children mean travail of soul – to bear spiritual children entails spiritual agony on our part.” 
As Christ draws near his temple there is…

II. Cleansing, Mt. 21:12
Holy Scripture: Matthew 21:12-13
“And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold and bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. 13 He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’ but you make it a den of robbers.”
The Amazing Edifice of the Temple

For most first-century Jews, especially those country bumpkins from Galilee we have been following for some time now, entering Herod’s temple in the holy city produced that same sense of euphoria. The temple was one of the world’s most magnificent structures. Its outer walls, for example, were comprised of huge double colonnades, made with hundreds of pillars of pure white marble, covered with roofs adorned with cedar painstakingly engraved and painted. Most of these columns were thirty feet high, and some of them were a hundred feet high. The columns were so massive that it would have taken three persons with hands joined together to surround one of them at the base. Those were just the boundary walls of this immense and extravagant edifice, a building that took 10,000 carpenters and masons, laboring over four decades, to build.

At the heart of the temple was the Holy of Holies; then came the Holy Place (its doors were between sixty and 100 feet high), then the Court of the Priests (where the altar was and the sacrifices were made), then the Court of Israel (for Jewish men), then the Court of the Women (for Jewish women), and then surrounding these center structures, last and certainly least, was the Court of the Gentiles (a place for non-Jewish converts to Judaism).

This Court of the Gentiles is important as it pertains to our passage, for it is there in that thirty-five acre, open-air courtyard where Jesus would have made, as everyone did, his entrance into the temple.

A Second Cleansing
Jesus enters the Temple and cleanses it for the second time.  The first is recorded in John 2:13-22.  In John, Jesus compares the Temple building with the His own body which He calls a temple. He says tear this temple down, and I will raise it up in three days.

The first cleansing was pretty fierce. John 2:15 says, “And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables.”

Fulfilling Scripture as Well

That first cleansing was a fulfillment of prophecy as well to start His ministry. He was fulfilling Psalm 69:9, “Zeal for your house will consume me” (Jn 2:17). 

The Elders and Priests Did Not Learn

It is important to realize that the priests and elders and leaders at the Temple did not learn their lesson. Chrysostom (pastor from the 4th century) says: 

“Still they continued their buying and selling and called him an adversary of God. They should have learned from the first cleansing to honor his Father and his own power. They could see his works agreeing with his words, and they could behold his miracles. They could hear the prophet pointing to him. They could see the children attesting him in a manner beyond their age. But all this did not persuade them. Instead, “they were indignant.” So he brings in Isaiah as their accuser when he says, “My house shall be called a house of prayer.”

A New Temple – Your Body! 
Remember Jesus said, “Tear down this temple, and I’ll raise it up in three days.” In the New Testament, Paul tells us in 1 Cor. 6:19-20, “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.”  And in 1 Cor. 3:16

Fulfilling Prophecy
As Jesus enters the Temple (vs. 12), He is fulfilling Scripture. Malachi (ch. 3) says that Messiah is said to come “suddenly into His Temple” and that He comes as a “refiner’s fire” to “purify the sons of Levi.”

These words, as well as other passages similar to them (see Ezekiel 40–48 and Zech. 14:20–21), were well known to the Jews and had led to the belief that the Messiah would purify the temple when he came.
 As Zechariah prophesied in 14:21, “there shall no longer be a trader in the house of the Lord of hosts on that day.”
Therefore, when Jesus drives out the money changers from the Temple (both at the beginning and the end of His ministry) He is revealing Himself to be Messiah.
Jesus Enters the Court of the Gentiles
Jesus enters the Temple. “The temple” (τὸ ἱερόν) refers to the whole complex, not just the “inner sanctuary” (ναός).
 It is very likely that Jesus entered the Court of the Gentiles where they would have been buying and selling. This court was not in the original Temple design from Solomon’s Temple. Herod added it. 

To really understand why Jesus had to cleanse the Temple, we need to go back to John 2, and realize that this is actually the second time Jesus is purifying the Temple.
This is all taking place, likely in the Court of the Gentiles. Remember the temple is to be a house of prayer for all nations! 

THE CLUTTER OF THE TEMPLE
Business at the Temple
Two kinds of business were transacted. The first was the exchange of various national currencies for the temple coins used to pay the temple tax. The temple tax could be paid in the provinces prior to Passover. This is why, several months prior, the tax authorities had asked Peter whether his master had paid the temple tax. As Passover drew near, however, the half shekel tax could be paid only at the temple.

The other kind of trade was the sale of sacrificial animals. Worshipers did not need to buy them at the temple; they could bring their sacrifices with them. But this was inconvenient for pilgrims coming from distant areas of the country or from abroad. Moreover, the law stipulated that the animals had to be without blemish. Whether they were or not was determined by the priests, and there was always a chance that the priests would reject an offering even after it had been brought a long way.

The justification for these practices was not bad. They stressed the holiness of God and the need to offer him the best possible sacrifices. But both were open to abuse. The money changers charged 6 percent for changing money, and if the coin was of greater value than the required half shekel, they charged an additional 6 percent for giving change. The total charge was about half a day’s wage for a laboring man. Abuses associated with the sale of the sacrificial animals were worse. A person could bring his own sacrifice, but almost certainly the inspectors would reject any animals not purchased from their concessions, and they were not cheap. For example, a pair of doves could cost fifty times more inside the temple area than outside.

Caiaphas was Getting Rich
Matthew 21:12-13, “And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold and bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. 13 He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’ but you make it a den of robbers.”
Jesus challenged these ungodly practices and urged the people to obey God rather than convenience. In doing so, He also angered Caiaphas, the high priest, whose family was in charge of the money changing in the temple. Not only did the Lord’s actions challenge the authority of Caiaphas, they also hurt his family’s financial holdings since they had grown rich from the sale of sacrificial animals.

The Temple Preaches to Us

We get an idea here of the great truth that the Temple itself preaches to us. God wants to meet with His people. The Tabernacle and the Temple were ordained by God as a place where the community of Israel would gather during festal occasions, especially during the Passover. It was here that God would meet with His people. 

The Lord Suddenly Comes to His Temple
Mt. 21:12a, “And Jesus entered the temple …” According to Mark, Jesus goes back to Bethany for the night, and returns the Temple in the morning (Mk. 11:11–12), but Matthew abbreviates his narrative and leaves out this detail. Why? Because Jesus’ whole purpose in entering Jerusalem is to go to the temple, so Matthew takes his readers straight there. The scene depicted fulfills Mal 3:1b. The Lord is suddenly coming to his temple.

Many were not ready for Jesus to come. Many were caught up in the cacophony of the business of religion.

Isn’t it easy to become so busy that we miss the Lord?

Waiting… But Not Ready

Since the time of the Fall of Adam and Eve, mankind was waiting for Messiah to come. After the flood of Noah’s day, God calls Abraham. So now we know the family of Messiah. Then God calls David. Now we know the family of the dynasty of Messiah. Israel is taken away from their land, and still the people are waiting, waiting, waiting for Messiah to come.

Jesus finally comes, but the people are not ready. 

As Christ draws near his temple there is…

III. Praying, Mt. 21:13
Holy Scripture: Matthew 21:13
Mt. 21:13, “He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’ but you make it a den of robbers.”
A House of Prayer for All Nations
Jesus is quoting Isaiah 56:7, “These I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.”
Jesus cleanses the Temple to make a point. He wants His people connected to Him not just through knowledge and rituals. He wants His people connected to Him mainly through prayer. We must know the Word and have the fellowship of the saints, yes. But all is vain without prayer! 

When the Weakest Saint is On His Knees, All Hell Trembles!
William Cowper said: “The devil fears nothing from prayerless studies or prayerless toil or prayerless living, but when the weakest saint is upon his knees, all hell trembles. He laughs at our toil, mocks at our wisdom, but trembles when we pray.”
Someone said, “Prayer is weakness leaning on omnipotence.”

Leonard Ravenhill said, “If we are weak in prayer, we are weak everywhere.”

A Heart Too Cluttered to Pray?
Is your life too cluttered to pray? Nothing happens without prayer. The devil wanted to clutter the temple so people would be hindered from prayer. Don’t you know it’s the same in your own heart? 
God’s house should be a house of prayer. You are God’s house in the New Covenant. Your heart is the holy of holies.
Prayer – Not Merely a Conversation, but an Encounter

Prayer ought not merely be a conversation with God, but an encounter with God.  When God comes into His Temple, the dust of our sin and distraction blows through. What does your dust look like? 
What Does God Need to Drive Out?
What is it that need to go in your life? Ask Jesus, “By your grace, drive out of me everything that does not honor your Name. Drive out everything that hinders me from prayer.” 
Does Your Character Match Your Calling?

You may have great gifts and a great calling. But do you have great character? Does your character match your calling? You can know the answer to that by how you pray.

Some of you have 200 pounds of calling and gifts and talents, and only two (2) ounces of character. God’s only going to grant you success in your calling as your grow in your character, and that only comes through prayer.
The Example of Moses and Joseph

Sometimes God cleanses His Temple, but God always cleanses His saints. Think of Moses. Forty years of refining in the wilderness – then God called Him to be Israel’s prophet and deliverer. 

Or what about Joseph. When he was young, perhaps 17 or 18, God gave him dreams of being a ruler. This was his calling. But it took a lot of testing and cleansing and purifying before Joseph’s character matched his calling. 
Too many people assume that, with anointing, comes instant promotion or elevation in status. God has to see that He can trust you in the little things before He can give you favor in the bigger things. Joseph had to prove his faithfulness in Potiphar’s house and the prison before He went to the palace.

Rejoice for the Pain of Refinement

Some of you are being cleansed and purified. You are looking at your circumstances. You are upset and discouraged. Don’t be upset. Be grateful. God cleanses His temple because He loves you and wants to use you. You are His Temple. If you are feeling the pain of refinement, rejoice!   

As Christ draws near his temple there is…

IV. Worship, Mt. 21:14-17
Holy Scripture
Matthew 21:14-17, “And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he healed them. 15 But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children crying out in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indignant, 16 and they said to him, “Do you hear what these are saying?” And Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you never read,

“‘Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babies

    you have prepared praise’?”

17 And leaving them, he went out of the city to Bethany and lodged there.” 
Jesus’ Activity in the Temple
Jesus didn’t just cleanse the Temple and leave. No He stayed there and healed many people (vs. 14). Real worship was taking place there from the blind and lame who were healed and from the children. 
As Christ draws near his temple there is…

V. Warfare, Mt. 21:15, 17
Matthew 21:15-17, “when the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children crying out in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indignant, 
16 and they said to him, “Do you hear what these are saying?” And Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you never read,

“‘Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babies

    you have prepared praise’?”
17 And leaving them, he went out of the city to Bethany and lodged there.” 
Attack Against Jesus when Real Worship Begins
What a contrast: JOY from the blind and children and then JEERING from the proud Pharisees. Sadly, your joy in Jesus is often going to be accompanied by the jeering of the world. When you get serious about Jesus, lots of other people’s clutter will start coming at you, and you will even begin to receive satanic attack! 

Notice whenever there is a real connection with God there is always satanic distraction.  Mt. 21:15, “But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children crying out in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indignant.”

When Jesus removes the clutter from the temple and worship begins, then Satanic attack begins as well! 

The Infants’ Praise
Jesus gives us the secret to His presence in verse 15-16. We find it in the children’s praises. Humble praise is where the power is at. 
Jesus’ Spiritual Authority – Hanging on His Words
Luke 19:47-48, “And he was teaching daily in the temple. The chief priests and the scribes and the principal men of the people were seeking to destroy him, 48 but they did not find anything they could do, for all the people were hanging on his words.”

Jesus Leaves for Bethany

Mt. 21:17, “And leaving them, he went out of the city to Bethany and lodged there.”  Thought the people are hanging on every word, the leaders and elders and priests want to arrest Jesus. Soon they’ll figure out a plan and by Friday night our Lord will be hanging on a tree. Jesus is willing to do all of this to bring us near to Him as King of kings and Lord of lords! 

So he leaves for Bethany – where Mary and Martha and Lazarus (now raised from the dead) would give the Son of God shelter.

Oh that Christ Would Not Leave His Temple

Would that we would not push Christ out of His Temple and out of our lives! Would that Christ would never have to be put to the side because of the clutter of our Temple!
Conclusion
Some what did we learn today?

Worship: The Temple was put there for worship. Is your life too cluttered right now for worship? What are the things that steal your prayer time or even your desire to pray? 
You say, “I don’t have time to pray!” I like what Martin Luther said, “I dedicate myself to prayer and let God do all the worrying!”

And by the way, Luther also said that he had so much to do he had to dedicate three (3) hours each day to prayer.

Warfare: Here’s something else to remember. We are at war. The moment you start worshipping Jesus, you are going to get the fiery arrows of satan shooting at you. Listen he can roar, but He cannot harm you saint of God.  We wrestle not against flesh and blood but against the governing forces of darkness.

Weeping: The Puritans would ask God to give them tears. Henry Ward Beecher said, “Tears are often the telescope by which men see far into heaven.”
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