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“Ride on, ride on in majesty! In lowly pomp ride on to die; O Christ, thy triumphs now begin – O’er captive death and conquered sin.”
– Henry Hart Milman, British Poet
Announcements

1. Welcome to visitors
2. Small Groups this week.
a. Word about small group questions, just a guide

b. Word about discipleship partners – we are growing! Disciple one another
3. Don’t miss evening service (5pm) 
4. No expositor’s Class today
5. Sign up for Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Oct. 17, 8am, Mike Klikas / Evangelism following (10am)
6. Family Harvest Cookout, Sunday Oct. 18 after the AM Service. (outside weather permitting)
I

f you don’t have a Bible, there should be one in the seat in front of you. Open your Bible to Matthew 21. We are continuing in our series in the book of Matthew entitled “Kingdom Come.” This morning we are looking at a message entitled: “Hosanna to the King of kings.”

Focusing on the King!
Last week we looked at this text from the people’s perspective, and we focused on the good fruit of those who praised Jesus. We spoke how we all want to respond rightly to the King. 

We saw it from the people’s perspective, but I want to consider the triumphal entry from the most important perspective. I want to see it from the perspective of the King of all kings and the Lord of all Lords. 

Really, I want us to come to a place of worship in our lives.
Holy Week

So today we are looking again at this text from the King’s perspective. Here is Jesus. It’s the beginning of Holy Week. In five days our Lord will be nailed to a Cross. It’s really the beginning of Jesus’ His great work of redemption as King of kings. As King He is going to stoop very low to become our substitute and our Savior! His entrance is going to be quite different than what the people expected. 

The Scene in Jerusalem

Nonetheless, perhaps upwards to 2 million people in and around the Holy City, and tens of thousands are already there. This is the entrance of the King. He’s preparing His entrance. 

This is an event prophesied some 550 years earlier in Zechariah 9:9. Jesus is a different kind of King. Many monarchs would be coroneted amidst much pomp and pageantry. But Jesus presents Himself as King in such a humble gentle way.

So let us begin to look at this precious text.

Matthew 21:1-11, “Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” 4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying,

5 “Say to the daughter of Zion,

‘Behold, your king is coming to you,

    humble, and mounted on a donkey,

    on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’”

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 8 Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 10 And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” 11 And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.”
I. Preparation for our King, Mt. 21:1-3. Obey your King! 
Scripture Text

Matthew 21:1-5, “Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.”
God’s Plan from the Beginning
This seems like a familiar story, but it was really the outworking of God’s plan from the beginning of time. 
Bethphage

Jesus and His disciples “drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage.” Why is Bethphage important?

· It was at one time a walled village (and it is still there today) 

· It was the place outside Jerusalem where a great library of the genealogical records of the Levitical priests were kept.

· In fact it is thought that only priests lived in Bethphage. 

· It was located on the base of the Mount of Olives less than a mile from Jerusalem.

· About a 6 minute walk (quarter mile) to the top of the Mount of Olives from Bethphage. 

· It is the twin city to Bethany.

· It is also the place where the sin offerings were burned.  After the blood was offered in the Temple, the sacrificed animals were burned outside the camp on the Day of Atonement (Lev. 16).
· It was the only part of Jerusalem outside of the city walls considered to be part of the city of Jerusalem.
Jesus Chooses Two Disciples
Jesus comes to Bethphage, and we read…

Mt. 21:1b-2, “then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you [likely referring to Bethphage], and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me.”  

Jesus sent two disciples to get a mother donkey and a young male donkey, called a colt or a foal. We don’t know which two disciples Jesus sent, but they were ready to obey. They didn’t fully understand what Jesus was doing, but they obeyed.

How Important it is to Obey!

How important it is to obey the Lord. He has a much larger plan for His glory, and you and I are only a small, but important part of it. It behooves us to trust Him.  He’s worthy of our trust and our obedience! 

Jesus Knows Exactly What’s Happening

Certainly the disciples do not know the full impact of what is happening, but Jesus knows.  This is one of the most important moments in human history! These disciples are called upon to obey and to carry out the Lord’s command. And they do it.

Jesus Himself is carrying out the will and instructions of the Father. He is fulfilling prophecies that have been ordained since the foundation of the world. 

Leave the Consequences of Obedience to the Lord

We never know the mind of the Lord unless He reveals it, but we must understand that He is directing human history to bring about redemption and glory for Himself. The Bible everywhere teaches us that God is in full control of the grand plan of the ages. And so these disciples obeyed.
You might be struggling with an issue of obedience, concerned about the consequences. Listen, you need to worry about obeying the Lord, and leave the consequences up to Him!   
Obey the clear will of the Lord for your life. Often life is chaotic and frightening. Often difficult decisions of obedience need to be made. Trust the Lord. Obey Him. 

Jesus knows exactly what He is doing in your life, even if not everything fits together for us. And so He chooses two disciples to set off a series of events that’s going to result in Jesus redeeming the human race.

Jesus Orchestrating Each Event
Jesus is initiating and orchestrating the events. Our Lord is at the very final part of His ministry on the cusp of revealing Himself to be the King of Israel. He is fully aware that He is fulfilling prophesy.  

The emphasis is on the divine control of the events, as seen in “immediately” (εὐθέως), pointing to omniscience.
  We know the events of His birth were orchestrated, but we must understand that His entire life was planned and prophesied.
Specific Instructions
The Lord gives specific instructions. Mt. 21:2, He says to them: “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to Me.”
When Jesus Says “Go,” you GO!
Jesus is omniscient. These are carefully orchestrated events from God’s standpoint. So when Jesus says go to “the village in front of you” (likely Bethphage) and “immediately” then you need to go!  We need to obey the Lord.  He says, “bring them to Me.”  Whatever Jesus wants you to bring to Him, you bring it! 
He tells the disciples that they will find the mama donkey and her colt. These two disciples. Jesus is speaking in terms of the fulfilling of the divine will. Jesus wants to carry out the will of the Father which we are going to see has been prophesied since the beginning of time that He will send a Savior who is a King above all kings. 

There are prophecies in Genesis 49, Isaiah 62, the Psalms, and Zechariah concerning this moment in time (that we will see look at in depth in just a moment). These disciples are being included in God’s grand plan of redemption in a very personal way. 

That King is the Perfect Human / the Humble King
But that king is the perfect human. He does not seek His own will. He does not seek His own glory. He brings glory to His Father. Therefore we are going to see in a moment that from the beginning God has a way to identify a humble King. That humble King of all kings will come into the City of Jerusalem on a mama donkey and her young baby donkey, her colt. 
The Gentleness of Jesus on a Donkey and Her Colt

We’ll talk in a moment how Jesus would have proceeded into Jerusalem with these two animals, but right now, understand the tenderness and gentleness of Jesus. He is worthy or our obedience! 
The Lord Has Need of Them
There is a precious phrase in Mt. 21:3, “If anyone says anything to you [about taking the mama donkey and her colt], you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.”
Vs. 2 says they were to go to the village “in front of them” which is thought to be Bethphage. Why is that important? Remember Bethphage is a priestly city. How beautiful it is then, that He’s going to ask a priest to give up a mama donkey and her colt because “the Lord needs them.”  Can you imagine? The Levitical system was set up to display the Lamb of God. This person, likely a Levite priest, is willing to give the Lord whatever He wants.

As soon as this priest heard that “the Lord needs them” he gladly gave up whatever the Lord wanted. The owner may not have expected the return of these animals and they were costly no doubt. And it says that this person would send Jesus whatever He wanted “at once.” What is your record?  Are you giving the Lord your life, your time, your resources as soon as He asks? Or do you barter with the Lord? 
Listen, He deserves it ALL, right away!

Your Spiritual Act of Worship

When the Lord asks you for your possessions, what do you do? Do you respond in the affirmative? This can be our possessions, our time, our service, our anything. When the Lord has need of anything, we should give it!

Isn’t this our reasonable act of worship to give to Jesus whatever He wants? Paul says in Romans 12:1-2, “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.”

Are you being transformed saints? Is that transformation making its way to you accomplishing the will of the Father and the Kingdom of Jesus Christ? 

Obedience to the Holy Spirit
Before we move to our next thought, let me ask you, how do we obey Jesus today? Jesus is not physically here with us, of course. But He is here through the ministry of the Holy Spirit in our hearts. The Spirit often prompts us and warns us concerning many, many things. 
The Spirit uses the Word of God. If we are listening to Him, we will find He often gives us the “wisdom that is from above” and stirs within our spirit to obey. 

He will warn us to keep good relationships in the Body of Christ, and to “guard the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”

He will often ask you to give of yourself. He will tell you often “the Lord has need of…” you fill in the blank. Some of you are really struggling with what God has called you to give up.

When you feel badly about all the sacrifice you are making, just remember the mama donkey and her colt. The Lord has need of your possessions and your time. It’s not a waste. You may not know His plan, but you can trust His hand! I say, you may not know His plan, but you can trust His hand, and by the way, you can trust His heart. He loves you. He will not do you wrong if you obey Him.

II. Prophecies of our King, Mt. 21:4-6. Trust your King! 
THE PROPHECIES

Now we come to why Jesus was entering into Jerusalem riding on a colt, the foal of a donkey. Why does He need to ride?
The Public Sign of His Messiahship

Because it is the public sign of His messiahship. The Messiah had to enter into Jerusalem in a humble way according to the prophecies, and there are many.  But Matthew quotes Zechariah 9:9.

Mt. 21:4-5, “This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet [Zech. 9:9], saying,

5 “Say to the daughter of Zion,

‘Behold, your king is coming to you,

humble, and mounted on a donkey,

on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them.’”

A Prophetic Event
Jesus’ purpose in riding into Jerusalem was to make public His claim to be their Messiah and King of Israel in fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy. He’s fulfilling Zechariah 9:9.  Isaiah 62:11 is also a very similar prophecy.
 Why Ride into Jerusalem?

Why did Jesus arrange to enter Jerusalem in this way? He did not need to ride. He had already walked the entire distance from Galilee. In fact, this is the only occasion when we hear of Jesus doing anything but walking. Obviously, Jesus was making a prophetic statement.
 He was fulfilling prophecy.

Many Prophecies

The promise that the Messiah would be revealed through His humility and specifically the event of his riding on a donkey goes back all the way to the beginning of the nation, when Jacob prophesied over Judah.  Remember Jesus is the “Lion of the Tribe of Judah.” 

Jacob in his dying hours blesses each of his sons. And to Judah, Jacob promises the future monarchy and ultimately that the Messiah will come through Judah. 
The Scepter of Judah Prophecy
We find that we have the future Messianic King of Israel, riding on a the colt of a mother donkey.
“The scepter shall not depart from Judah,
    nor the ruler's staff from between his feet,
until tribute comes to him;
    and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.
11 Binding his foal to the vine
    and his donkey's colt to the choice vine…”

So this prophecy is the first given to say that Messiah will be revealed by the animal He rides. 

Through Judah a great King will come who is a great conqueror, and he rides on a foal-a donkey’s colt! 

Jesus is the Sovereign One
When it comes to prophecy, we need to understand that Jesus is the sovereign one. He has already shown that He is directing these events, and now Matthew quotes the prophecy of Zechariah to draw attention to the fact that Jesus is the Almighty One who directs the events of His reception as Israel’s King. 

As Paul says in Ephesians 1:11, “He works all things after the counsel of His own will.” Paul says this in the context of redemption. 
You Can Trust Jesus to Carry Out Prophecy
In other words, you can trust Jesus. He’s big enough to save you. All prophecy is directed to God’s saving purposes for the world. He’s saving you as Paul says, “to the praise of the glory of His grace.” All prophecy is directed toward this. 

Be Encouraged by Prophecy

We at Living Hope believe that Jesus is the God of all prophecy. He said “Before Abraham was, I am.” We should be encouraged by prophecy! Why?  I discussed this with one of our elders, and he gave me five reasons why we should rejoice in fulfilled prophecy. 
1) God will do what He says He will do. 
2) All prophecy will be fulfilled in His time, not ours.  
3) When it is fulfilled, we will see very clearly. 
4) It will be in perfect alignment with the Word of God and we will suddenly see it very clearly.
5) Passages of scripture that were enigmas will be clearly focused.
 
We don’t have to get off kilter when it comes to prophecy. Many didn’t unjderstand the awesome significance of Jesus entering Jerusalem on the colt of a donkey. It didn’t matter. Jesus is the Sovereign King of kings over all. He’ll bring to pass the Father’s plan perfectly whether we understand it or not. 

Let me also say, since we can clearly trust Him to fulfill prophecy, let us realize that all His promises are this way.  All that our God has promised He will bring to pass. He’s got a perfect track record. You can trust Him! He’s the all powerful God of history. It’s His story, and He’s bringing His redemption to pass.

But let’s look not only at the prophecies, but the picture in the prophecies.  What is the picuture (the colt of a donkey).  Why?

 THE PICTURE

The Humble King!
Zechariah says, (Mt. 21:5) “Say to the daughter of Zion,
Behold, your king is coming to you,

humble, and mounted on a donkey,

on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.

Daughter of Zion, Your King is Coming

He calls us “the daughter of Zion.” Zion is the highest hill in Jerusalem. He’s calling them (and us) tenderly. All those who belong to Zion, the King’s town – be sure to recognize your King! He’s coming to you! How can I know?  He’s humble. The sign of His transportation reveals it! He’s riding a colt that’s never been ridden before. 

Can you hear His tenderness? He calls you “Daughter of Zion!” Daughters and sons of the Kingdom! This is the King’s town. This is the King’s mountain. You had better know your King. He’s humble.

Don’t Fear!  Trust Jesus!

Zechariah 9:9 begins with “Rejoice greatly…” the Greek translation of the OT says, “Fear not…” Either way you get the idea. You don’t have to fear this king!  Rejoice greatly! He’s not come to hurt or punish you, even though He could and we all deserve it. Let your joy wipe out your fear! Your King is coming to you and He’s gentle and humble! 

You can trust Jesus! He’s gentle! He’s so patient! He comes to you as a tender King. He meets you just where you are. He is meek and mild. He does not come to condemn or upbraid us. Look at Him!

Here Comes the King of Israel!

Here comes the King of Israel. He comes humbly, being transported by a donkey and a colt, a baby donkey. He’s a humble King. He’s a submitted King. He’s come to do the Father’s will. He’s come to conquer sin, death, and hell for YOUf. I think of the words of the Anglican poet, Henry Hart Milman. He wrote: 

Ride on, King Jesus, ride on in majesty! 

In lowly pomp ride on to die; 

O Christ, thy triumphs now begin 

O’er captive death and conquered sin.

Jesus rides on to DIE! He’s riding to battle against sin and death and hell and the grave! Hallelujah!
The Two Animals
And so Jesus indeed does ride on!  The Lord of glory rides into Jerusalem. But it is a strange sight! Not one but two animals. It seems Christ likely rode the mama donkey down the treacherous slope of the Mount of Olives, but then as He enters Jerusalem, He is riding on a colt, the baby of a mama donkey, that had never been ridden before. 

A Colt Never Ridden Before – the Ultimate Sign of Peace
Why did Jesus choose to ride on a colt that had never been ridden? Of course it was fulfillment of prophecy. But why? Why did Jesus come on a colt, a baby donkey?
In that culture when a King came riding on a donkey that meant they were not at war. They were not coming to fight, but they were coming in peace.
So a colt would signify the ultimate gesture of peace!  You see Jesus is not only the King of kings, but He is the Prince of peace! 
III. The Procession of our King!, Mt. 21:7-11 Praise your King! 
Holy Scripture
Matthew 21:7-11, “They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them.”
Disciples Put Cloaks on the Donkeys
So we see the disciples put their cloaks on the donkey and on the colt and He sat on them. As I said, He likely road the mama donkey down the steep slope of the Mount of Olives, and perhaps rode the little colt into Jerusalem. “He sat on them” – could mean he sat on the cloaks. Or He sat on the donkey and then the colt.  It could be that the mama donkey led the way for the colt. 
The Gesture of the Cloaks
Mt. 21:8, “Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.” 

Spreading one’s cloak before a king was a gesture of surrender and submission. This occurred in Israel when Jehu became the king after he destroyed the house of Ahab (2 Kings 2:19). 
Imagine the Crowd of People Following!

Who was in that crowd? 

· Those who were blind but could now see!

· Those who were lame but were now leaping

· Those who were demon possessed but were now free

· Those who were sick but were now completely healed!

· Listen, there were those who were DEAD but were now alive!

They knew His power, and they were ready to submit to Him.  Though there were those in the crowd with bad motives, many had already been touched by Jesus and were coming with faith, like those children who would later praise Him in the Temple.

Multitudes line the Streets
Multitudes are lining the streets!  They are waving Palm branches. They believe God is going to save His people. They believe. 

There is a nationalism here that we are going to have in the eternal state. We will be waving Palm branches for King Jesus! 

Mt. 21:8, “Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.”
Crowds Shouting!

Mt. 21:9, “And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 
Jesus, For the last time, is on His way to Jerusalem. He has set His face “like flint” to the Holy City. He’s going to die in 7 days. Tens of thousands of people are crowding the narrow streets to celebrate the festival of Passover. 
Garments were spread on the road. Branches torn from trees fanned the same air which carried shouts of “Hosanna.”

Many of these who had been touched by Jesus will ones, some 60 days later on the Day of Pentecost taking King Jesus into their hearts forever.

Shout Hosanna! Save us! 
This crowd was shouting!  What were they doing? They were praising Jesus!  They were recognizing Him as the Messianic King, the Son of David! 

“Hosanna!” means “Save me” and it is a Psalm the children of Israel would sing.

Psalm 118:25-26, “Save us we beg you in the most urgent way!” Blessed is the Son of David, the Savior, who comes in the Name of the Lord!

I want us to experience what this was like. Look at Mt. 21:9.  I want us to do an exercise. 
Right side: Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Left side: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
All: Hosanna in the highest
(Shout it 2 or 3 times!)

Hallelujah! Jesus is worthy!  He is our Savior! He is our Rock! He is our High Tower! He is our Savior from sin, death, hell, our condemnation, the grave! Hallelujah!
Hosanna to the Son of David!

Hosanna to the King of all kings and Lord of all lords!

The Rocks Would Cry Out

The Pharisees didn’t like this. We learn in Luke 19:39-40, the Pharisees said to Jesus: “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” 40 He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.”
We must praise Jesus!  If we don’t the rocks will cry out!  Make praise a constant habit in your day.  He is worthy of your praise – that you would be thankful in all things! He is working all things for your good and His glory.  No weapon formed against you shall prosper as long as you are in Christ.  Praise Him! He is worthy! 

Jesus is the Savior

Our government will not save us. Our families will not save us. Our jobs and our money will not save us.  Jesus is the Savior! 
Who is This?
Mt. 21:10-11, “And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” 11 And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.”
Jesus is the Ultimate Prophet

This is the ultimate Prophet.  Not just any prophet, but the prophet Moses spoke of in Deut. 18:15, “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen.”

Jesus is the Prophet, the Last Word, the Ultimate Expression of God’s Revelation

Jesus came to do the work of the Father who sent Him, and to reveal the Father. Look at Jesus. He reveals the mercy of God – the gentleness of God. The amazing grace of God. The great humility of God to leave His throne and dwell among us and die for our sins! 

Jesus is the “image [exact representation] of the invisible God” Col. 1:15

Jesus is the final word of revelation. Heb. 1:1-2, “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son,”

Jesus, according to John 1:18 is “the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known.” Jesus makes the Father known! 
Jesus is the Prophet from Nazareth
Mt. 21:10-11, The people asked, “Who is this?” 11 And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.”
Jesus is the Nazarene. This is a play on words.  At His birth Matthew said He would be called a Nazarene (Mat. 2:23). The Hebrew "nazer" 
Jesus is the Branch, that is He is from the family tree of David. He is the Promised Son who would save the world!

Conclusion
Behold Jesus!  He is meek. He is gentle. He comes to you in a humble way.  He is received as King into your heart. 
Are you obeying Him? Are you trusting Him? Are you praising Him?

Who is Jesus to you? Is He your Lord and your God. Even the little children were crying out “Hosanna in the Highest!” 

Let us welcome King Jesus to be our all in all today!
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