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“If we give God service it must be because He gives us grace. 
We work for Him because He works in us.”
– Charles Haddon Spurgeon
Announcements

1. Welcome to visitors
2. Don’t miss evening service (5pm) or Expositor’s class (4pm)
3. This week we have Small groups 
4. Teen Activity this Saturday at Klikas home, 4pm – 7pm. Dinner provided. Get ready for great time of fellowship. Bring a bag of candy.
I

f you don’t have a Bible, there should be one in the seat in front of you. Open your Bible to Matthew 20. We are continuing in our series in the book of Matthew entitled “Kingdom Come.” This morning we are looking at a message entitled: “Humble Service.”

Boasting only in the Cross
It’s interesting how we can get proud about things we have no control over in life. We as Christians have nothing to boast in, except in Christ alone! Paul says in Galatians 6:14, “Far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.”
We are Not Special
Often when God brings blessing to a ministry or to your life personally and gives you Gospel fruit, we have the temptation to think we are doing something special, or that we are special, or that we are unique in the Body of Christ.  Often Christians have the temptation to think they have discovered some new ministry secret, or that their pastor is special or that their church is better than other churches. 

I want to warn us with the words of Jesus, that if you think that, though you may be saved, you may be last in the Kingdom of heaven. Jesus closes chapter 19 with these words: (vs. 30), “But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”  In other words, those who think they are more special than others because they have the elite doctrine, or some form of special scrupulous observance of Christianity, or some reason for spiritual pride, be careful.  You may think you are first in the Kingdom of heaven. Yet though you are saved, and you love Jesus, your spiritual pride will demonstrate on the Last Day when you see Christ, that you are last.  You may think you know the most about Christ and His Kingdom, but you know the least!

Humility: the Main Marker of Christian Growth
Chapter 20 is an entire chapter dedicated to helping us understand that humility is the main attribute of Christian growth. You think you are advancing?  You think you really know Christ? You think you are mature in Christ? How humble are you? How highly do you think of yourself. 

Listen, we are nothing! We are wretched sinners saved by grace. Child of God, were it not for grace, we would make the demons of hell look righteous.

We have no reason to boast, save in the Cross of Jesus and in the mercy of God for wretched, miserable sinners like ourselves. 

So in chapter 20 of Matthew, we see four truths about how you can grow in Christ through humility.

Outline: God calls all believers to humble service.
· The reason for humble service, vs. 1-16
· A perfect example of humble service, vs. 17-19
· A bad example of humble service, vs. 20-28
· The recruits for humble service, vs. 29-34
I. The Reason for humble service, vs. 1-16
The Story
In verses 1-16, we have an interesting story that comes as a result of Simon Peter telling Jesus in Matthew 19:27, “See, we have left everything and followed you. What then will we have?” The answer is: you are going to get what everyone else gets: eternal life! 

What Jesus is getting at is that we are not better than others because we followed Jesus perhaps earlier in life than others or because we have more knowledge than others. 

Salvation is a gift of God. We have nothing to boast in. We should leave all and follow Christ. It’s not that great a sacrifice when you think of what we get in return.

What is the best gold we get on earth compared to eternal life with Jesus? We are not unique or special because we follow Jesus. Faith is a gift. We came to Jesus because He called us. 

Nothing to Boast or Complain About!

None of us sought out God. He sought out us. “We love Him because He first loved us.” God owes us nothing. We have nothing to boast of or complain about. This is the point of the story Jesus tells. Let’s read it.

Holy Scripture
Matthew 20:1-16, “For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius [ABOUT $20]  a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And going out about the third hour [9AM] he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 5 So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour [NOON]  and the ninth hour  [3PM], he did the same. 6 And about the eleventh hour  [5PM] he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8 And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 9 And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. 11 And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first last.”
The Kingdom of Heaven: God’s Generosity
Here we have a “sort-of” definition for the Kingdom of heaven. Jesus is talking about people. “The kingdom of heaven is like…” people who work. And Jesus is going to tell us the reason people are brought in. It’s because of a generous land owner. 
Here in this parable, we are learning about God’s generosity to all kinds of people. And here people come in at all times in the day, just like people come to the kingdom during all times in their lives. Some come young and some come old. But all of us are equal at the Cross. The ground is level at Calvary.

Elements in the Parable

So we see several people involved in the parable.

We see the landowner representing the infinitely rich and generous God!

We see the workers, all of whom are unworthy, called at different times

We have the wage, representing God’s grace, and all get the same

We have the expectation, people thought if they worked longer they’d receive more

And most importantly we have the principle, merit is not a factor when it comes to grace! 

Those who make the world’s values primary and place them above God will be “last” at the eschaton, but those who put Christ first and find themselves last in this world will receive all the kingdom rewards

The Attitudes of the Disciples
Jesus probably intends the parable as a warning to the disciples themselves about their own attitudes. He’s giving a warning to the disciples themselves: don’t think that, because you’ve been close to Me thus far, you are now the favored few for all time.

The Daily Wage
Jesus gives this parable as a warning to the disciples about the danger they are in, supposing that, since they’ve been with Jesus from the beginning, they are better than others, or have special placement. That’s not what God’s kingdom is about. Yes, the disciples may have been with Jesus from the very beginning; but others will certainly come in much later and end up getting paid just the same, the regular daily wage.

Everyone Gets God’s Grace!
God’s grace, in short, is not the sort of thing you can bargain with or try to store up. It isn’t the sort of thing that one person can have a lot of and someone else only a little. The point of the story is that what people get from having served God and his kingdom is not, actually, a ‘wage’ at all. It’s not, strictly, a reward for work done. God doesn’t make contracts with us, as if we could bargain or negotiate for a better deal. He makes covenants, in which he promises us everything and asks of us everything in return.

If someone has been a disciple for a long time, it is easy to think: “I have borne the burden of the work and felt the heat of opposition and criticism. Surely I deserve recognition from the Lord.” But there are no ranks in heaven. Thank God that we are not given what we deserve! Before God, there are two choices: salvation by grace and damnation by your sins. No one is good enough to earn God’s presence.

In real life, as in the parable, some work long and hard for God’s kingdom. Others believe in the Lord only at the end of life; they serve him for a little while. Lifelong disciples can think, “Unfair! Unfair! I worked harder. I deserve more.” More than what, my friend? More than eternal life?

The thief on the Cross is going to have 
All kingdom citizens get the same wage. Paul goes further and tells us more specifically that we are “heirs of God and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ” (Rom. 8:17).

We Deserve Nothing!
We ought to work hard for the Kingdom because Jesus Christ is worthy!  And as He says, we have nothing to boast of!  We are not working for our salvation!  Christ paid it all. We are working out of a motive of love. Jesus is worthy! 
We don’t deserve the days’ wage, representative of eternal life. It is our duty of love to give Jesus our all. As Luke 17:10 says,  “So you also, when you have done all that you were commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done what was our duty.’”
Everything We Have is a Gift
I think 1 Corinthians 4:7 sums up this entire parable. It is one of my favorite verses in Scripture. Paul says, “For who sees anything different in you? [i.e. “What makes you so special?”] What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it?”
Don’t Boast in Anything but Jesus Christ
I want to encourage you to see the reason you should be humble. It’s because Jesus paid it all!  It’s all about Jesus!  
· Don’t boast in your knowledge!

· Don’t boast in your system of theology

· Don’t boast boast in your church or think we are anything special

· Don’t boast in your leaders

· Don’t think you are better than anyone because your life was spared from sin!

· We don’t deserve anything!

· Boast in Jesus! He’s the reason we walk humbly! 

· He deserves all our praise! He deserves all the glory! He is the special one!  Let’s not introduce people to our church or our theology! Let’s introduce people to Jesus!! He’s the King of Kings! He’s the Lord of Lords! He’s King of Beauty! He’s the Light of the World! 
· Every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord! 

We Don’t Serve for Wages
We don’t serve God for wages. I don’t need streets of gold or pearly gates to serve Jesus. We get that because God is generous, not because we’ve earned it.
Jesus is Worthy!

Every true child of God has one motive: We serve God because Jesus is WORTHY! 

First shall be Last
And so the more undeserving a sinner you are, it seems like you get more wages. The thief on the Cross will receive the same wage – eternal life – as the prophets Elijah and Moses. Hallelujah, what a Savior! 
II. A Perfect example of humble service, vs. 17-19
Building our Brand
We often have the wrong view of ministry.  Many ministries can hijack the Gospel with their “brand.” 
So many spiritual things can make us proud, can’t they? There is this great temptation in American churches, as there was in Israel in Jesus’ day to think that we are special.
We can become more in love with God’s blessings, and His gifts to His church than we are with the Savior!  We can become comfortable and proud.  

What Does it Mean to Be Christlike?
Jesus’ teaches that His Gospel is not about building a kingdom on earth, or becoming rich and famous, but it’s about giving your life for the unworthy. Jesus is generous with His life.  He who was worshipped by angels humbled Himself and was to be crucified by the plot of the Jews and the crucifixion techniques of the Romans.
Listen to how Jesus describes His mission.

Scripture
Matthew 20:17-19, “And as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside, and on the way he said to them, 18 “See, we are going up to Jerusalem. And the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn him to death 19 and deliver him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified, and he will be raised on the third day.”
Love Defeated Death
Jesus has come to give His life in love and to defeat death!  We as well are to give our lives away.  This is the example of true service!! It is to lay our lives down for this world as Jesus did! 
The “Hymn of Humility”
Consider one of the earliest hymns of the Christian church, the “hymn of humility” in Philippians 2. What kind of attitude should we have?
Philippians 2:5-11, “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
Listen, if anyone had anything to boast of, it was Jesus. He could have destroyed the world for what they did to Him. 

But no, he came in love!  He did not hold on to the active use of His divine attributes. He left His Father’s throne above!  He left the praises of the angels.  He was robed in human flesh, in the form of a mere mortal.  Like a servant, he became human. 

He became obedient to death!  He conquered death!  He was raised the third day! Hallelujah! What a Savior! 

What do we have to boast about? Let’s boast about Jesus. Let’s follow Jesus to Jerusalem to the Cross!  Let’s give our lives for His people!  It may not be the people you think will come!  Jesus calls the most unworthy. 

A Couple Disciples Who Didn’t Understand
There were a couple disciples who didn’t get this.  Enter James and John, and their mom! 
III. A Bad example of humble service, vs. 20-28
Matthew 20:20-21, “Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to him with her sons, and kneeling before him she asked him for something. 21 And he said to her, “What do you want?” She said to him, “Say that these two sons of mine are to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.” 

Salome and Her Sons
Can you imagine? Salome (their mother) dragging her sons before Jesus?  Can you just  hear her?  The implication from their mother is: “Isn’t it obvious to You Lord that my sons are the cream of the crop?  My children are gifted. Isn't it apparent? Can’t you see it?  Zebedee and I can see it!  I mean, they're the ones that have the zeal.”

Servants of God are Nothing Special
When we get a check in the mail, do we thank the mailman? No! He’s just delivering it! Paul says, don’t exalt the messenger!

1 Corinthians 3:5-8, “What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth.”

We are called to exalt the Architect, not the hammer!  God uses people.  But let us not exalt the hammer!  Let’s exalt the Architect!  We are just pieces of clay in the Master’s hand.

The Cup of Suffering to Humble Us
James and John were going to have their worldview turned upside down. We see it here in Matthew 20:22-23, “Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am to drink?” They said to him, “We are able.” 23 He said to them, “You will drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.”
Jesus is going to take these self-serving men and turn them into the first martyr (James) and a writer of 5 books of the New Testament, known for his deep suffering for Christ (John).

Listen, we may start out proud, but God is going to use the cup of suffering to humble us.
Don’t Be Surprised at the Cup of Suffering
We shouldn’t be surprised that we suffer. 

James 1:2-4, “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.”

You are going to suffer as you serve the Lord. 2 Timothy 3:12, “Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted...”

John 16:33, “In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”
Romans 5:1-5 tells us suffering is a big part of Christ’s sanctification process. “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.”

The View of the Kingdom

James and John had a very realized eschatology. They believed Jesus was going to walk into Rome and take over the world. Jesus said, that’s not how my kingdom works. We will bring in the Kingdom through much suffering.

He Who Dies with the Dirtiest Towel Wins
Matthew 20:24-28, “And when the ten heard it, they were indignant at the two brothers. 25 But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 26 It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, 28 even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
The World’s Idea of Greatness
The world measures greatness by the Fortune 500.  The richest in America are the greatest.  If you have great authority and influence, the world says you are great!  The Bible says the exact opposite.

The Paradox of Scripture

There is a paradox in Scripture, if you want to go up—you’ve got to go down!  True greatness is not measured by the height of your achievements, but by the humility of your character!  It’s not what you achieve but what God achieves in you that matters—it’s not what you’ve done but who you are!  

What Makes a Person Great?

What makes a person great?  The New Testament describes greatness as someone who has a serving, humble, obedient heart.  Someone who has a heart like that behaves very wisely indeed!  I believe in the Bible there are at least three things that measure greatness: willingness to serve, We measure greatness by our humble service.

A Humble Servant’s Heart

A servant’s heart is clearly a significant measure of greatness.  The world says, “You need to look out for yourself—look out for number one!”  But Jesus said in Matthew 20:26, “whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister [SERVANT]”—taking care of people and building people up!  Look out for others.  That’s what makes you great! A servant’s heart is the measure of greatness!! Don’t think of yourself!  Serve for the glory of Jesus! 

A humble heart is also the measure of greatness.  The world says, never ask forgiveness.  Never show weakness.  Never hang your head!  But we read in James 4:10, “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.”  A humble heart is the measure of greatness!! 

True Greatness Measured by Humility
True greatness is measured by the depth of your humility—by how committed you are to obeying and pleasing God and by your servant’s heart! It is measured by your “self-forgetfulness.”  How do you measure up?  “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up” (James 4:10)!
He who dies with the dirtiest towel wins! 
IV. The Recruits for humble service, vs.29-34
Matthew 20:29-34, “And as they went out of Jericho, a great crowd followed him. 30 And behold, there were two blind men sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was passing by, they cried out, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!”31 The crowd rebuked them, telling them to be silent, but they cried out all the more, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!” 32 And stopping, Jesus called them and said, “What do you want me to do for you?” 33 They said to him, “Lord, let our eyes be opened.” 34 And Jesus in pity touched their eyes, and immediately they recovered their sight and followed him.”

Blind Bartimaeus
We know from the Gospel of Mark, that one of these men was Bartimaeus. 

There were twin tracks upon which Bartimaeus and his friend travelled upon to meet Jesus by faith.  It was these two things that made their plea uncontrollable. They knew who Christ was and He knew his own great need.   He kept crying out “Son of David have mercy on me!”  Over and over and over again. So much so that all around him told him to keep quiet, and the more they discouraged him, the greater and louder his pleas became.  Bartimaeus was blind in his eyes, but he believed in his heart.

This is a unique Messianic title.  He kept repeating Jesus’ Messianic title. He was no theologian.  He had thought about it, and came to an exalted conclusion that Jesus Christ was no mere man.  He was the Promised Messiah.  

Bartimaeus came to an abased realization of himself.  He was insistent.  He would not stop.  He could not be quieted.  He could not be stopped.  What was it that drove this man so uncontrollably to the Savior?  An abased view of self and an exalted view of Jesus Christ.

Perhaps there is no better person in the New Testament than blind Bartimaeus that could truly sing that beautiful verse in Augustus Toplady’s hymn “Rock of Ages”:

Nothing in my hand I bring,

Simply to the cross I cling;

Naked, come to Thee for dress;

Helpless look to Thee for grace;

Foul, I to the fountain fly;

Wash me, Savior, or I die.

John Newton Quote
John Newton wrote the hymn we sang this morning: “Amazing grace how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me, I once was lost but now am found was blind but now I see”?  Newton in his last years went blind, but he rejoiced that though his physical eyes were darkened, he saw Jesus through the faith of spiritual eyes.

When asked what he meant that he was blind but now he could see, he said this:

“Men by nature are stark blind with respect to [Gospel] light; by grace the eyes of the understanding are opened….Neither education, endeavors, nor arguments, can open the eyes of the blind. It is God alone, who at first caused light to shine out of darkness, who can shine into our hearts…”

—John Newton

Praise God that He can still cause the blind to see!  

Better to Be Blind and See with Your Heart

One blind woman said this: “Better to be blind and to see with your heart than to see with your eyes and to be spiritually blind.”

Look Who God Calls! 
1 Corinthians 1:26-31, “For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called. 27 But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty; 28 and the base things of the world and the things which are despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, 29 that no flesh should glory in His presence. 30 But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God—and righteousness and sanctification and redemption— 31 that, as it is written, “He who glories, let him glory in the Lord.”
Jesus Who Has Mercy is our BOAST!
Look at Matthew 20:34, “And Jesus in pity touched their eyes, and immediately they recovered their sight and followed him.”
This is our boast. Who are we?  Blind men and women!  Why can we see? Jesus made us whole! Jesus is our boast! Jesus is our King and Lord and God!  Jesus is our All and all!

Praise be to the One who made us to see.  There is no room for boasting except in the glorious Person of Jesus Christ, and Him ALONE!
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