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“Faith is not an instinct. It certainly is not a feeling – feelings don’t help much when you’re in the lions’ den or hanging on a wooden Cross. Faith is not inferred from the happy way things work. It is an act of will, a choice, based on the unbreakable Word of a God who cannot lie, and who showed us what love and obedience and sacrifice mean, in the person of Jesus Christ.” 

– Elisabeth Elliot
Announcements

1. Welcome to visitors
2. No evening service (5pm) or Expositor’s class (4pm)
3. Wed Bible Study / next week is Small groups 
4. Testimonies / Baptisms on September 20th
I

f you don’t have a Bible, there should be one in the seat in front of you. Open your Bible to Matthew 19. We are continuing in our series in the book of Matthew entitled “Kingdom Come.” This morning we are looking at a message entitled: “Faith Changes Everything.”

Faith Changes Everything!
Faith changes everything. Once we come to God invades our lives, everything is different. Jesus comes to earth from heaven to gather a people for Himself. 
Keratoconus – That’s Dangerous! 
I remember when I first learned I had Keratoconus.  I couldn’t see the street signs.  I would be going some place.  I had directions.  But I couuldn’t see clearly.  I remember before I got it corrected somewhat that I would pull over to the side of the road and actually walk up to the street sign to see it.

I know what you are thinking!  That’s Dangerous!  And you are right!  But how much MORE dangerous is it to live life in a careless, darkened, blind manner?

The Beginning of Jesus’ Final Journey
Matthew 19:1, “Now when Jesus had finished these sayings, he went away from Galilee and entered the region of Judea beyond the Jordan.”
Jesus makes several trips to Judea and specifically Jerusalem (for the feasts) but now He begins his final journey.
 This journey will end in His death. Jesus has spent much time in Galilee, and He suffered rejection there, but here in Judea Jesus is bringing His ministry to a close. He is going to Jerusalem to die.  

Jesus’ Power Always Accompanies His Teaching
Matthew 19:2, “And large crowds followed him, and he healed them there.” Jesus’ power always accompanies His teaching. Jesus is compassionate. He is omni-benevolent. He wants to do you good. He wants to heal you. He’s about to teach. But you must understand that His power must always accompany His teaching. The Apostles taught this: they said, “Our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction” (1 Thess. 1:5). 
Our Neediness
The essence of Jesus’ messianic ministry is a ministry to the NEEDY. We need the power of Jesus to heal us. All who enter the kingdom come by seeing their neediness. 

Can you imagine our Lord healing everyone in sight? Everyone is coming His way, and He is healing them all. It’s an amazing sight – probably almost like a controlled riot. Massive crowds from all the surrounding towns and areas. 
We All Need Jesus’ Healing!
My dear brothers and sisters, we all need Jesus’ healing! Call out to Him right now! Tell Him, “Jesus I need your healing! Don’t pass me by! I need you Jesus!”
I love the fact that these healings are recorded here, because it demonstrates our need. We see Jesus as the Healer. Is Jesus your healer? This is the essence of faith. It is to believe and trust in Jesus. To surrender to His Lordship. To give your heart and body and soul and life to Him alone!  He is worthy!  Say to Jesus this morning: “Jesus heal me!” “Jesus, give me the eyes of faith!”

Elisabeth Elliot Quote (Definition of Faith)

Faith is truly a beholding of Jesus – who He is – His person and His Work, and it is a trust and surrender to Him. It is putting you’re the full weight of your life in an object: in a Savior! Don’t get faith and feelings confused. I love the words of Elisabeth Elliott, former missionary to the Auca Indians (Woadoni tribe):

“Faith is not an instinct. It certainly is not a feeling – feelings don’t help much when you’re in the lions’ den or hanging on a wooden Cross. Faith is not inferred from the happy way things work. It is an act of will, a choice, based on the unbreakable Word of a God who cannot lie, and who showed us what love and obedience and sacrifice mean, in the person of Jesus Christ.”  

– Elisabeth Elliot

Faith changes everything! I love 2 Corinthians 5:17. One translation puts it this way:

“If any person is in Christ, he is a new creation: the old state of things has passed away; behold, a new state of things has come into existence.” Faith changes everything!  We have a new perspective on life.
Outline: Faith changes everything! 
· Faith changes how you see relationships, vs. 3-12
· Faith changes your attitude, vs. 13-15

· Faith changes how you see money, vs. 16-26

· Faith changes how you see the future, vs. 27-30

I. Faith changes how you see relationships, vs. 3-12
Relationships and the Kingdom
Beginning in verse 3, Jesus talks about marriage and singleness in the Kingdom. Once you come to faith in Christ, you see these kinds of relationships differently. 

As a single person, you are not to look for satisfaction in another fallen human being as your savior. There is only one Savior: Jesus Christ. 

Married people, same thing. Your Savior is Jesus. Marriage, as Jesus is going to tell us, is a covenant, not a contract.  It’s forever. The only thing that can break it is if you commit adultery or if you fall away from the faith and leave your spouse. That’s it. 

Marriage is hard, and lots of people are seeking the easy way out.

Broken Home

How many of us here this morning are from a broken home? Divorce affects all of us.  Many of us grew up with the bitterness of fighting and shouting in the home. Some of you grew up with outright abuse in the home. Many of us grew up with the devastation of not having a father in our lives.  This has to stop.  In our text this morning Jesus elevates marriage to a place that only a Christian with the help of God can truly have the understanding and motivation to carry out his command.

The Pharisees’ Question
Matthew 19:3, “And Pharisees came up to him and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful to divorce one's wife for any cause?”
The Pharisees were the righteous ones – the separated ones. They assumed their position was the right one. 

Pharisees Concerned with Legalities – Bare Minimum

The Pharisees were concerned about what was legal. How can I do the bare minimum to make God happy and still do what I want?  Jesus is concerned about what is righteous. He wants us to love what God loves and want what God wants! Remember he says that those who truly know Him, who are part of His Kingdom – have “a righteousness that exceeds the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees” (Matthew 5:20). 

Divorce was Easy in Jesus’ Day

In Jesus’ day, surprisingly, the view of marriage was very low. You could legally divorce your wife for almost any cause.  Husbands were filled with lust, but they would blame it on their wife.  They could divorce their wife for arguing back, bad cooking, or simply embarrassing her husband, or insulting her in-laws. Let’s read how Jesus’ exposes their lawless hearts.

Marriage is Radically Different for the Kingdom Citizen
Kingdom citizens see marriage not as a way of salvation, to get me what I want, to be a sort of savior – no! We see marriage as a picture of Christ and the church. 
Marriage is work! Marriage is difficult. The whole world is at you to give up. To hold that grudge. To stay at work long hours. Don’t do it! Invest in your marriage! Why? Because marriage will make you happy? No! Marriage is not the panacea for happiness. Marriage is a tool for sanctification that can be very satisfying if you give 1000% to it. And you are commanded to put your all in your marriage. Again, it’s not for the marriage’s sake you should invest. You are a living example of Christ’s love for His church.

Your Marriage / or Singleness Reveals Your Heart

Men, how do you view women? Do you esteem them as sisters, or view them as objects for your pleasure? That’s a crass sounding question, but it is an honest one.

Marriage is a covenant with God.

Matthew 19:4-6, “He answered, “Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made them male and female, 5 and said,‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.”
Marriage is Something God Puts Together

Based on this, Jesus makes a powerful declaration.  Man is not to separate what God has joined.  A marriage is something God ultimately creates, not man.  So Jesus in communicating this, gives one of the most important and powerful declarations and commands in the Bible. In verse 6 he says, “Therefore what God has joined together [the declaration], let no man separate [the command].” The declaration is that marriage is the work of God. Marriage is that which “God has joined together…”

The union of marriage is something that God creates. It is not just a human decision. Or a human tradition. This is true even for people who don’t believe in God. Marriage is something God does, not just man. Therefore we see that God designed it in Genesis and God joined you together with your spouse the day you got married. Therefore, I say, marriage is a work of God and gets its meaning from God. 
Death Alone Ends a Marriage

Death alone separates a marriage.  Therefore, Jesus ends his answer to the Pharisees, with the powerful command, “Let no man separate [what God joined].” Since it is God’s joining, only God can separate, and that separation is by death!
Romans 7 as well, among other places, tells us that there is only one thing that ought to separate a marriage—it is an act of God in death.  God brings death to a spouse, and you are free to remarry.  Romans 7:2-3, “For a married woman is bound by law to her husband while he lives, but if her husband dies she is released from the law of marriage. 3 Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress if she lives with another man while her husband is alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law, and if she marries another man she is not an adulteress.”

What About the Law of Moses on Divorce? – A Provisional Law
Matthew 19:7-8, “They said to him, “Why then did Moses command one to give a certificate of divorce and to send her away? 8 He said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so.” 
Isn’t it true that God permitted Moses to allow divorce among the Lord’s people? Yes. But as we see it was a provisional law because of the hardness of people’s hearts. Divorce exists only because of the pride and stubbornness of our hearts.  

Divorce was necessary then and is sometimes necessary now to protect the innocent party. A man divorces his wife and he still has to support his wife and children. Even our laws today provide for that.
Jesus is saying that divorce was NEVER part of God’s original plan.  It was a concession! It was because of the hardness of men’s hearts God permitted it.  But from the beginning it was not so! 
Adultery and Apostasy – the Exception Clause
Matthew 19:9, “And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery.”
In the Old Testament, sexual immorality in a marriage was a death penalty offence. Remember the woman caught in adultery? Jesus showed her mercy. Yet in the Old Testament adultery by definition ended the marriage because it often ended in the death of the guilty. 
Divorce Can Be Forgiven

We do not have capital punishment for adultery, so we allow for divorce. Aren’t you glad for the mercy of God that cleanses us from all our sin? Divorce, like lying and pride and lust is a sin that can be forgiven. Hallelujah! But Jesus is saying that true kingdom citizens will not seek a divorce because they see things differently. They are members of a new and better covenant. They are in fellowship with the Holy Spirit. The Spirit can give strength and wisdom and patience in a difficult marriage. 

You may be immature today and you want out of your marriage. Wait on God dear saint! Don’t even think about divorce unless adultery or severe abuse has taken place. And even then, God doesn’t command divorce. Wait on God. He wants to redeem your marriage. 

Want to See Change? Look to Jesus
True believers live by FAITH. Faith changes everything! It changes how you look at marriage. If you are married, it’s for life. You are not perfect. Your spouse is not perfect. You must never look to your spouse as a savior. 
Do you want to see change in your marriage?  Look to Jesus. The best way to radically transform your marriage is to get your eyes off of your marriage and on to Christ. It’s all about faith! Without Christ you have WAR. With Christ, you have reconciliation and peace.

Singleness and Cynicism
Matthew 19:10, “The disciples said to him, “If such is the case of a man with his wife, it is better not to marry.” 
Sometimes the state of marriage in our country leads us to despair. This is especially true of children who are broken and hurt by divorced homes. There can be a certain cynicism. And some say, “It is better not to marry.” Now that’s not a bad conclusion if the motives are right. But listen, God made marriage. He’s the inventor of it. Just because human beings often mess it up does not diminish the blessing of marriage.

Because they had grown up in a culture where divorce was rampant, largely due to that rabbinical teaching which not only permitted but even required divorce for virtually any reason, the Twelve were more than a little perplexed by what Jesus taught. Many Jews considered divorce a virtue almost on a par with marriage itself. Among the Talmudic writings of the rabbis is the statement, “A bad wife is like leprosy to her husband. What is the remedy? Let him divorce her and be cured of his leprosy” Another rabbi wrote, “If a man has a bad wife, it is a religious duty to divorce her.”

Marriage was Invented by God and is Good
They had difficulty accepting the idea of lifelong marital commitment because of the existing shallow and unbiblical view of marriage. Had they paid more attention to God’s Word than to the traditions of the rabbinical elders (cf. Matt. 15:6), they would have realized that God instituted marriage as the epitome of pleasant, joyful, and fulfilling human relationships. 
· “Let your fountain be blessed,” the writer of Proverbs said, “and rejoice in the wife of your youth, as a loving hind and a graceful doe” (Prov. 5:18–19). 
· In the same book they could read, “He who finds a wife finds a good thing, and obtains favor from the Lord” (18:22).

· “House and wealth are an inheritance from fathers, but a prudent wife is from the Lord” (19:14).

Yet marriage is not a panacea. Your spouse is not a savior. Ladies, your husband is a sinner. Men, your wife as precious as she may be, is a sinner! We must not exalt marriage above God as if it were a savior. There is only one Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Picture Illustration – Marriage Points to Christ
When I was in college I loved my wife’s picture.  When you walked into my dorm room, you knew who I was in love with.  But I wasn’t in love with the picture as much as I was in love with the person.  I didn’t take the picture out on a date.  The picture was precious to me because it pointed to the real thing: it pointed to Jill!  

In the same way, marriage points to Christ.  It is there to give you the opportunity to demonstrate love and submission to each other. It is there to be a tool of sanctification for you. Yet it is not the goal of life! Being conformed to Christ’s image is the goal. 

The Kingdom is so radical that it doesn’t exalt marriage as the chief relationship on earth. In fact, in a sense, single people are more in line with living life the way we will live in the world to come. 
SINGLENESS
Matthew 19:11, “But he said to them, “Not everyone can receive this saying, but only those to whom it is given. 12 For there are eunuchs who have been so from birth, and there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let the one who is able to receive this receive it.”
Three Categories of Singles

Jesus gives three categories of singles:
1. A single from birth – no desire to marry

2. A single because of men (slavery) – men would be surgically harmed in the courts of kings or masters

3. A single by choice for the Kingdom of God
Notable Individuals Who Were Single for the Kingdom
God has called many people to be single for the sake of the Kingdom of God.  There are biblical individuals who were single such as Daniel, Jeremiah and Paul. Modern people such as Charles Wesley, George Whitefield, Richard Baxter, David Brainerd, and Amy Carmichael were all single.  God had given them the gift of singleness, and they used it wisely.  Of course, the Lord of glory never got married – He was perfect humanity and He was single.   

The Advantage of Singleness: Fighting the Kingdom Conflict 

There are great advantages to singleness. Singleness allows you to fight the cosmic battle against the unseen foes. Speaking to single people, Paul says something shocking: 1 Cor. 7:26, “in view of the present distress it is good for a person to remain as he is.”  It’s good if single people don’t get married is what he is saying.

The Present Battle

The word “distress” (Anankē ) means “a stress, calamity” or a warfare or battle, and it seems to be referring to the present spiritual battle that we are engaged in. 

· Ephesians 6:12 (ESV), “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.”

Don’t Seek to Be Married
There is an ongoing cosmic battle between good and evil, and God is able to use single people in this battle in an exponential way.  Therefore Paul clearly says: If you are able, “do not seek a wife [or a husband]” (1 Cor. 7:27).

Adam was “asleep in the will of God” when Eve came along. God put Adam to sleep and gave Eve to him.  This is how single people should be – serving God, being the person of character like you would want to marry. You want a godly, loving, kind spouse, then YOU be that kind of person! 
Content and Complete in Christ
Be content in your singleness. You don’t need a spouse to save you. You are complete in Christ. Grow in Christ! This is your purpose. Expand the Kingdom. 
II. Faith changes your attitude, vs. 13-15
Holy Scripture
Matthew 19:13-15, “Then children were brought to him that he might lay his hands on them and pray. The disciples rebuked the people, 14 but Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 15 And he laid his hands on them and went away.”

The Art of Forming the Souls of Children

St. John Chrysostom (349-407), the prince of preachers of the early church said: “Higher than every painter, higher than every sculptor and than all artists do I regard him who is skilled in the art of forming the soul of children.”

Attitude not Aptitude
Children demonstrate the attitude that is absolutely essential for entering the kingdom. Jesus is not concerned so much about our aptitude as much as our attitude. I call you dear brothers and sister to the model disciple: a little child! We ought never forbid children from coming to Jesus! 
Disciples thought Jesus Too Busy
You know the story. Jesus’ disciples believed that Jesus was too busy to see and bless the children and so the disciples sent the children away. The parallel accounts tell us that Jesus our Lord was filled with anger and indignation that His disciples would do that. Jesus welcomed children. Why? Because children have the right attitude to enter into the kingdom.  They see their need. They are not so caught up in themselves. 
Parents Bringing Children to Jesus
Often parents bring their children to church in order to help them know Jesus. Parents, I want to urge you, it is your responsibility to bring your children to Jesus. 

Many parents are here, and you bring your children to church, but you rarely pray with your children outside of mealtime. No matter what the age of your children, you ought to bring them with you before the throne of grace.

Are you teaching God’s Word to your child? Most parents almost never have devotions with their children.

Of Such is the Kingdom
Matthew 19:14-15, “Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 15 And he laid his hands on them and went away.”
Jesus said, first and foremost He is calling CHILDREN into the kingdom. What does that mean? It means He’s going to often use parents as the chief missionaries. 

Do you have this attitude of urgency with your children? 

The Fury of Jesus
We see the anger of the Lord in Mark 10:14, “When Jesus saw this, he was indignant [much displeased]”. Jesus was furious! What is it that makes one who is so gentle and loving to be furious? It is when we neglect our children.

We must not treat our children as if they are exclusively our own.  Our children are on loan from the Lord.  When we neglect our children, we enflame the indignation of God and His Son Jesus Christ.

21st Century Busyness and Child Neglect
We as parents can sometimes be so busy providing for our family, we have the tendency to neglect what is most important for our family, specifically, bringing our children to Jesus Christ.  It is important to work, it is important to serve the local church, but we must never sacrifice our family’s spiritual need to come to Jesus on the altar of 21st century busyness. 
Today we have a thousand ways of technology to supposedly save time, but if we are not careful, we will waste our time, and our family, specifically our children will get the leftovers, which isn’t much.
Parents Often Have the Wrong Priorities
We as parents often have the wrong priorities. It is good to have a solid work ethic for our children, but we can be busy about the wrong things. We can be so blinded to our children’s spiritual needs that we neglect our children. Jesus’ disciples were shockingly REBUKING the parents from bringing their children to Jesus.
· What good is a good education if they lose their soul?

· What good is a great job and a ton of money if they live in hell for eternity?

· We must realize that by training our children now for Christ, we are training future men and women!

The Greatest Mission Field

O how we need to bring our children to Jesus!  How we need to see them come to know the Lord!  The greatest mission field in all the world is right here before us!  Children—they must be taught what it is to come the Lord at a young age!  This is the theme of our message this Lord’s Day!  Let the children come to Jesus!  
Faithfulness in the Church, But Lose Your Children
You may be faithful in the work of the church, but that does NOT mean your children will come to Christ. You must personally invest the Gospel in them. Years ago, the attitude was, if you take care of God’s church, God will take care of your family.  This was especially the case among preachers of the Gospel, and many families were lost.  But this was also the case in many families at the time, and it is still the case today.  
How Do We Neglect Our Children?

Christ is zealous to save little ones that His anger flashes when we neglect the spiritual well-being of little ones. Shall not the Lamb that was slain receive the full reward for His suffering?! Christ would today bring your little ones in to the Kingdom. Will you neglect them and think that He will not save them?  How do we neglect them?

· We expose them to worldly things that will enslave them and think it’s cute.

· We allow our children’s friends to raise them and teach them how to live.

· We neglect them when we fail to pray for our children

· When we fail to pray WITH our children

· When we do not lovingly and earnestly teach them the Gospel. 

· When we get exasperated with them

· When we do not spend time with them and show other things to be more important then them.

Charles Haddon Spurgeon once rightly said, 

· “A child of five, if properly instructed, can as truly believe and be regenerated as an adult.” And, 

· “A child who knowingly sins can savingly believe.”

Bless Your Children By Bringing Them to Christ

Look at the love of Christ for your children.  How do you get your priorities rightly aligned? We must look at Christ’s HEART. We must see that the only hope for our children is to bring them to Jesus. 
· A nice home and car, and 
· a good education and 
· good grades will do your children NO GOOD in hell. 
· We must bring them to Christ.

Our text in Matthew 19:15 says, “And he laid his hands on them and went away.” Mark 10:16 says “And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them.” Christ literally took these children in his arms one by one from the mothers and fathers.  He took care personally to deal with each one. It is the parent’s responsibility to teach and evangelize their children—we seek His blessing, specifically the blessing of the NEW BIRTH. Without that radical transformation of the heart, no one will enter into the kingdom of God (John 3:3). We need Christ to take our children in His arms and transform them! 

Next Week

Next week we’ll look at how faith changes how we look at money and the future. Brothers and sisters, we were not made mainly for work. We should not live to work, but work to live. As for our future, we should surrender all to Christ NOW in light of His coming. What are we living for?

Conclusion – William Cowper “Here I Live or Here I Die”

Perhaps you are spiritually desperate today.  Your faith is weak. You don’t know what to do! I urge you, walk by faith! William Cowper wrote a hymn of desperation many years ago.  He struggled with constant depression but found hope and light with Jesus!
He said: “I have tried, and tried in vain,

Many ways to ease my pain;

Now all other hope is past,

Only this is left at last:

Here before thy cross I lie; Here I live or here I die.”
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