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“We need not climb up into heaven to see whether our sins are forgiven: let us look into our hearts, and see if we can forgive others. If we can, we need not doubt but God as forgiven us.”  – Thomas Watson
Announcements

1. Welcome to visitors
2. No evening service (5pm) or Expositor’s class (4pm)
3. Wed Bible Study / next week is Small groups 
4. Testimonies / Baptisms on September 20th
I

f you don’t have a Bible, there should be one in the seat in front of you. Open your Bible to Matthew 18. We are continuing in our series in the book of Matthew entitled “Kingdom Come.” This morning we are looking at a message entitled: “Forgiveness.”

Reading of Holy Scripture
Matthew 18:15-35, “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19 Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven.20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.”

21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him,“I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.

23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants. 24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”
Dealing with Sin in Close Community
Sin is something we must deal with if we live in close community with each other. We are commanded to welcome each other into the Body of Christ. We are to live life together. Some of us were talking about how in ten or twenty years some of our children will be married to each other. If we live life as close as Jesus intended it, because we are all sinners we are going to face conflict. 

How do we resolve conflict? What is forgiveness? What if you are having trouble forgiving? Matthew 18 answers all these questions.

The easiest thing to do is to not deal with sin in people. Just ignore them or leave when you get hurt. And you will get hurt from time to time. The mark of genuine faith is our willingness to forgive like Jesus forgives.
Definition of Forgiveness
Forgiveness is hard. Forgiving sin was the greatest problem that our just and holy God ever faced. Of course God is all-powerful and sovereign. All sins are like debts that must be paid. To forgive a debt means that you absorb the cost and bear the payment. Our great debt and sin against God required an infinite payment, and the only way God could forgive us was to bear it himself. Therefore, God the Father sent God the Son to take our punishment, who with the Father sent God the Spirit into our hearts to both show us and help us receive that costly forgiveness.
 

Why does this matter? If you forget the costliness of sin, then you will not be able to forgive others. To forgive is to be like God. 

Has someone wronged you? What should you do? Matthew 18 gives us the answer.

I. The Process of Confronting Sin in the Church, vs.15-20
Scripture
Matthew 18:15-20, “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19 Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven.20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.”

Deal with Sin Immediately
Matthew 18:15, “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone.” What Jesus says, is that we cannot let sin linger. Sin is like a cancer that will destroy even your closest relationships. We need to deal with sin immediately. Paul says, “Don’t let the sun go down on your wrath.” The command of Matthew18:15 is go right away and confront the sin.
Paul says in Colossians 3:13, we are to “[bear] with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive”.

Though it is difficult to be tried and tested in constantly making things right with one another, we must understand that it is worth it, because we are being pushed into the mold of Jesus Christ. 

Sin Happens A Lot in Community
Matthew 18:15a, “If your brother sins against you…” Sin happens a lot when you are living in community. We still have a sinful nature and sinful habits within us. The old form of living can only be kept down if we crucify and put to death the habits of the old life by walking in the Spirit.
If you haven’t been offended by your brothers and sisters at Living Hope, don’t worry, you will soon!  Sins that come out of our hearts, help us to deal with the heart. And that helps us to grow and change into the image of Christ.

Tell Him His Fault
Matthew 18:15, “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone.”
Here’s the hard part. You have to “tell him his fault…” That’s hard! How should you do that? Often we are ANGRY or crabby or defensive. “How could they do that to me?”

First of all, often people are not even aware that they’ve sinned against you. It’s like someone stretching and you poke someone in the eye. 

A Spirit of Meekness
Galatians 6:1-2, “Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 2 Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.”
It is your calling to help people grow and change into the image of Christ. You must humbly confront a brother in sin.  We do not confront for everything, but on those things where a person is breaking God’s moral law: lying, unfaithfulness, gossip, theft. We confront when we know not to confront would harm a person spiritually or stunt their growth in Christ. We must confront and bear the burden of the law of Christ, which is conformity to Jesus.
Don’t Be Petty
Now we must not be petty, but (as Peter says) we need to cover a lot of things with love. “Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins” (1 Peter 4:8).  All of us have quirks in our personalities. We are all unique in some ways, and sometimes those quirks drive us crazy.  There is a difference between quirks and sins. And there is a difference when you see someone trying to grow and change and they are headed in the right direction.  You should cover those sins with love. You know they are walking with God, etc. 
But if you can’t sleep, or every time you see that person, the sin comes up, then you need to confront it.

Whitefield Illustration – Don’t Let Petty Differences Divide
Many of you have heard of George Whitefield.  He was the most famous man in colonial America.  He preached daily to crowds in the tens of thousands. It is estimated that throughout his life, he preached more than 18,000 formal sermons.  He preached almost daily and rarely took a full day without preaching.  A day of rest to him would be preaching only one sermon instead of his normal five.

Before he came to America, he was the pastor of a church and John Wesley was an elder.  He and Wesley disagreed on the doctrine of predestination and eternal security.  Whitefield asked Wesley to wait until he came back from America to carefully study these things.  By the time Whitefield returned, Wesley had so convinced the congregation that he was right on their differences, that Whitefield was not allowed back into the church.  For a short time he preached from a grave plot that he owned near the church.  Yet inspite of some of these difficult and personal attacks, Whitefield never stopped loving Wesley.  When someone asked Whitefield if he would see Wesley in heaven, Whitefield responded, “No, I will not see him in heaven, because he will be so close to the throne, and I will be so far away.” Whitefield, despite their lifelong differences, asked Wesley to preach his funeral. 
Whitefield in no way wanted to cause division in the Body of Christ. A Lutheran of the 17th century coined the sentence: “In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity” (Rupertus Meldenius). We ought to have a very generous heart for people trying to grow and change. We ought to be very loving on non-essentials.
We all have varying convictions on things such as schooling, dieting, music, etc. We need to rally around our unity in Christ and have liberty on doubtful matter. And in all things we should have love, especially when our brother or sister sins against us.
Establish the Facts Between You and Him ALONE
Matthew 18:15, “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone.” 

When we perceive a true sin against us that needs to be dealt with we need to establish the facts! Gossip is not allowed. You are to go directly to that person and establish the facts. You must not take a poll before you go to your brother or your sister. You must not fire up the flames of hurt and vengeance. You must not gossip!  You must not ask for a prayer request about this person’s sin. You must go and establish the facts together. Many of our offenses are misunderstandings. 

REPENTANCE
“If He Listens” – Reconciliation 
Matthew 18:15, “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother.” The point of confrontation is to help our brothers and sisters in Christ come to repentance. 

The point of confrontation is conflict resolution. We want to have reconciliation in the Body of Christ. 

The goal of loving confrontation is to gather facts to see if a sin has occurred. If the sin has truly occurred, then the hope with loving and meek confrontation, is that the brother or sister will repent. 

You will know if a person has “listened” and repented if they say words like: “Will you forgive me?”

“Sorry” is not a sufficient response for repentance. I might say I’m sorry if I accidently ran over a pet. That is tragic, and I am sorry, but it is not technically a sin. It is an accident. Sin must be treated differently. If a person is not willing to say the words, “Please forgive me” then then they likely do not see their behavior as sinful.

What Does True Repentance Look Like?

Listening does not simply mean hearing, but really “agreeing.” John Stott has said this:

Real repentance should have these two components— admitting and rejecting. We begin by admitting the sin for what it is, but then “secondly, we forsake it, rejecting and repudiating it… This is to adopt a right attitude towards both God and the sin itself.”

Spurgeon and the Snakes

We confess and forsake. Repentance is a change of mind about all of life. Spurgeon described it as a man who is resting in the dark. He does not know his bed is made up of poisonous snakes. When the light turns on there is “repentance.” He sees these are hateful venomous snakes that are to be despised. He runs out of that room into the room across the hall where Jesus is waiting to provide him a cleansed room and a soft place to rest.

Due Process if He Does Not Listen
Matthew 18:16, “But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses.”

What if your brother or sister says, “I’ve not sinned!” Then you need to have a time of due process. You may need to establish the truth with two or three other impartial people. 

Now we must have due process!  We must get to the truth!  

1. Innocent until Proven Guilty – Love teaches us to always think the best “Love believes all things and hopes all things…”  Matthew tells us for this reason in Matthew 5 that if we have an offence against our brother, that we go to him and him alone.

2. Reliable Evidence – If you cannot establish the truth with him alone, then you must take evidence by witnesses.  Look over at Matthew 18:16 (ESV) — “every charge must be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses.”

3. One Must Hear the Evidence from All Sides Before Drawing Conclusion!  Proverbs 18:13; 17 (ESV), “If one gives an answer before he hears, it is his folly and shame. 17 The one who states his case first seems right, until the other comes and examines him.” 

If we do not do these things, we will be establishing innuendo and half-truths, which are lies!  We need to love our brothers and sisters and establish the truth. 
What is the Process? 
1. Private and loving confrontation. We are not to gossip.  We are to go to our brother alone. If someone comes to you with gossip, do not hear them.  Tell them to go to their brother alone.  If they want to continue to speak, then tell them to bring the brother with them. If no resolution: 
2. Due process. If a person refuses to repent if rebuked, then bring one or two witnesses to bring forth the evidence. If sin is established with no repentance…
3. Bring it to the Elders. If he refuses to listen, then the practice was to bring it to the church leadership.  If sin is established and they still do not repent.

4. Church Discipline. In the days of Jesus, where two or three were gathered as the elders of the synagogue, there was God in the midst judging.  And so it is with us today.
What is Church Discipline?
Matthew 18:17-20, “If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19 Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven.20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.”
The purpose of church discipline is to reconcile the person back to Christ. It is something not done in a spirit of legalism or control or threatenings, or manipulation, but in love. 
Binding and Loosing
It is very important to note that in this context, the binding and loosing was for membership in the synagogue.  The witnesses were prescribed by the Mosaic law.  And to be loosed meant to be excommunicated as a member.  To be bound meant to be brought in or retained as a member.  The “two or three” that needed to be in agreement was very likely the elder council of the synagogue.  
So this is talking about membership in the local assembly.

Jesus Adjudicates with the Elders over Membership
Matthew 18:19-20, “Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven.20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.”
Often we take this verse to mean Jesus is with us always. That’s the right doctrine from the wrong text.  In other words, it’s true Jesus is with us.  That’s true if there’s only one of us. But he mentions “two or three” because He is referring to the synagogue system. If there were ten heads of households in Israel during the time of the 2nd Temple, they could form a synagogue. Adjudicating over that synagogue would be two or three elders at a minimum. There often would be many more. And the Scripture says that Jesus would be adjudicating in the midst. 

Excommunication – Not Acting Like Part of the Family
Sometimes excommunication is necessary. This technically means to disallow someone from partaking of the Lord’s Table. It is to say they are not acting like “part of the family.” So to be excommunicated is to invite God’s discipline.

A Gentile or a Tax Collector
Excommunication is the very last step if a person will not repent. Matthew 18:18 says, “let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.” What does that mean? It means speak to them with the same compassion you would have with a lost person. Speak to them about their soul, but do not treat them as if they are in good standing with Christ. 

1 Corinthians 5:9-13, “I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people—10 not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. 11 But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with such a one. 12 For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you are to judge? 13 God judges those outside. “Purge the evil person from among you.”
We are not to have a person over for dinner who says they are a Christian but will not repent. This does not mean we may never talk to them, but if we do we must bring up the offense and call them to repentance. 

Inviting God’s Discipline
There are a couple of ways we can invite God’s chastening upon an erring and unrepentant brother or sister. We see first in 1 Cor. 5:1-5, “It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that is not tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his father's wife.2 And you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this be removed from among you.

3 For though absent in body, I am present in spirit; and as if present, I have already pronounced judgment on the one who did such a thing. 4 When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is present, with the power of our Lord Jesus, 5 you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.”

Unimaginable Trials: The idea of giving one over to Satan brings to mind the life of Job. Job, though he did nothing wrong, had his faith tested by going through unimaginable trials afflicted by Satan. 

So it is if the child of God will not repent, we may be inviting unimaginable trials into our lives. 

Death of God’s Children: If we do not repent as God’s children, we may be inviting God to take us home early. The Corinthians church would not take the Lord’s Table seriously, and Paul says instead of solemnly celebrating, they were drinking too much and getting drunk at the church fellowships. Paul says in 1 Cor. 11:27-29, “Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord.28 Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30 That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died.”

God will not allow a Christian to continue in sin. Whom the Lord loves He chastens. He will bring sickness so that the believer would examine himself. He will hold the believer back from from further sinning through sickness so that he would “not be condemned along with the world” (1 Cor. 11:32). 
God Disciplines So We Will Not be Judged with the World

1 Cor. 11:32, “we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world.”

God may even bring death to a Christian prematurely to bring about His righteous purposes and Christlike conformity. But one thing is certain, he will not allow the Christian to leave this world willfully persisting in known sin.

A Constant Willingness to Forgive – Leaving the Ninety and Nine
The whole point is that we need to have a constant willingness to forgive in community. Sometimes true believers continue in sin for a time, and we need to chase after them.
It’s no coincidence that this passage follows a story of Jesus tracking down His sheep and rescuing them. That’s what we are to do at times. Sometimes we need to leave the ninety and nine and go after that one wandering sheep! 

II. The Patience of Forgiving Sin in the Church, vs. 21-22
Scripture
Matthew 18:21-22, “Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him,“I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.”
Forgive 490 Times
Some translations says 77 times, and others say 70 times 7, which is 490. You might say, well, I’m glad I’m only required to forgive my brother or sister 490 times.  Of course that’s not the point.  We are to put no limit on how many times we forgive.  
The number seven is the number of perfection and infinity. Jesus is saying there is no limit to the times we should forgive our brothers and sisters. 
You may get tired of the difficulty and pain and testing of having to confront those we have an offense with.  But you must never stop forgiving and wiping the slate clean.  Forgiveness is like a reset button.  Every relationship needs one, and especially the relationships within the church.  

God Demonstrates Forgiveness
Remember Christ has forgiven us. So we need to put away bitterness. We ought not hold grudges. 
Ephesians 4:31-32, “Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.”

Someone once said, “It’s not about what you eat, but about what’s eating you.” What’s eating you? Are you holding on to unforgiveness?

Forgive us our Debts
One petition in the Lord’s Prayer is: “Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.” Forgive us in the same way we forgive others who sin against us.
How do you want God to forgive you? So forgive. 

Luther’s Comments
Luther adds that this petition is a challenge to our pride and a test of spiritual reality. If we find forgiving others intolerably traumatic or demeaning, it means “the heart is not right with God and cannot draw . . . confidence from his Gospel.” He says it is because we don’t understand the Gospel ourselves. 

Jesus tightly links our relationship with God to our relationship with others. It works two ways. If we have not seen our sin and sought radical forgiveness from God, we will be unable to forgive and to seek the good of those who have wronged us. So unresolved bitterness is a sign that we are not right with God. It also means that if we are holding a grudge, we should see the hypocrisy of seeking forgiveness from God for sins of our own.
 

Calvin puts it vividly:

If we retain feelings of hatred in our hearts, if we plot revenge and ponder any occasion to cause harm, and even if we do not try to get back into our enemies’ good graces, by every sort of good office deserve well of them, and commend ourselves to them, by this prayer we entreat God not to forgive our sins.

III. A Picture of the Forgiveness of Sin, vs. 23-35
The Absurdity of Unforgiveness
One of the great marks of a true believer is the ability to forgive sin. To illustrate the absurdity of not forgiving sin, Jesus tells a story about a servant who was forgiven in a radical ways, but then is unwilling to forgive his own servant of a very small thing.
Matthew 18:23-35, “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants. 24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”
Unforgiveness / Bitterness, a Sign of Being Unregenerate
This teaches us first that a person who is unwilling to forgive is not a true believer. Those who have had their hearts touched with the Gospel don’t just run away with bitterness and unforgiveness and grudges. No, we do everything we can to reconcile. 
If you are a child of God your willingness to forgive shows that your heart has been transformed by the Gospel.

Your willingness to forgive shows that you have seen the seriousness of your own sin! You are not seeing your own sin as trivial or nothing. If God has forgiven you of the weight of your wretched sin, so others will receive your forgiveness. 

Jesus says in the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6:12-15: 

“…and forgive us our debts,
    as we also have forgiven our debtors.
13 And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.

14 For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, 15 but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”
A Reflection of Jesus 
Remember Jesus’ own willingness to forgive. Call to mind his words on the cross: “Father forgive them for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34). 
Easy to “Give Up” on People

It’s easy to just cut people off when they wrong us.  Often we just neglect people who “get on our nerves” or misunderstand us.  In doing so we grieve the Holy Spirit.   Often we do not approach our interpersonal conflicts in a godly manner, and we lose an amazing opportunity to help someone grow in Christ.  
Cyrano de Bergerac

Some of you remember Cyrano de Bergerac, the sword dueler with the very ugly, long nose.   I’ll never forget my high school drama teacher, Mr. Doug Reiman who introduced me to his character.  Mr. Reiman was brutal was brutal.  It was my junior year of high school, and he asked me to play the part of Cyrano de Bergerac.  Mr. Reiman was a fantastic teacher, but like all great teachers, he was mean, or at least I that was my first impression.  He hounded me, made me speak clearly, taught me to see the world from that character’s perspective.  He took nothing for granted, including my posture, eye contact, gestures, and tone of voice.   Sometimes his criticisms hurt, but he always explained that he wanted to help me with my gift of speaking.

That year he entered me and another student into a nationwide drama competition, and we placed fourth nationally.  My teacher's constructive criticism has continued to pay rich dividends in my life for the last twenty years. Jesus’ constructive criticism is painful for us to hear.  But if we will respond, we can see productive change in our lives. 
Conclusion

Don’t carry around unforgiveness. Be the person who loves his brother and sister and humbly, meekly restore your brothers and sisters in a spirit of meekness.

Unforgiveness doesn’t hurt the offender – it hurts you. It’s like driking a bottle of poison hoping the other person will die. Carrying around that burden hurts you. 

Forgiveness does not excuse a persons behavior or negate the consequences of their sin. But it does set you free from doing what only God should do. “Shall not the judge of all the earth do right?”

Puritan Thomas Watson wisely said: “We need not climb up into heaven to see whether our sins are forgiven: let us look into our hearts, and see if we can forgive others. If we can, we need not doubt but God as forgiven us.”
Let us lovingly confront, not run or ignore sin. And lets not hold grudges. Let us freely forgive as we have been forgiven! 
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