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“The person who is living by grace sees this vast contrast between his own sins against God and the offenses of others against him. He forgives others because he himself has been so graciously forgiven. He realizes that, by receiving God’s forgiveness through Christ, he has forfeited the right to be offended 

when others hurt him.”

– Jerry Bridges
Announcements

1. Welcome to visitors
2. Evening service (5pm) and Expositor’s class (4pm)
3. New Members SS (part 2) class next week
4. Father – Daughter Campout at Volo, IL two weeks Friday, Aug 28
I

f you don’t have a Bible, there should be one in the seat in front of you. Open your Bible to Matthew 18. We are continuing in our series in the book of Matthew entitled “Kingdom Come.” This morning we are looking at a message entitled: “The Marks of God’s Children.”

REVIEW
Who Are the Children of God?
Many people claim to know the Lord. Jesus says there are many who say they are God’s children who will be turned away on the Last Day. But God’s children are recognizable. Just as your mother looks into your face and recognizes you, so God’s children are recognizable. In fact, in Matthew 18, Jesus gives us four marks of God’s children. These marks are the evidence of regeneration. These marks do not save us, they are evidence that we are saved, that a change has taken place.  These marks are really patterns of living, or discipleship in our lives. 

So let me ask you, are you God’s child? Do these patterns of living for the redeemed identify you as God’s child?  These are the marks the Spirit gives us when He regenerates us. What are they?

· Humility (18:1-7)

· Holiness (18:8-9)

· Togetherness (18:10-14)

· Forgiveness (18:15-35)
None is Yet Perfected or Fully Mature

Now before you start examining yourself too closely, understand that God’s people struggle greatly in all these areas. And new believers are especially immature concerning these marks, but these marks are present in all believers in some form or fashion. 

Community in the Kingdom
How are we to live life together? It is also essential to see that the chapter teaches us as God’s forever family that we are a group of spiritually unperfected children.  Jesus teaches us here how to get along with each other. It is no exaggeration to say that this is the single greatest discourse our Lord ever gave on community life among the redeemed people in His church.
 
I. Mark #1: Humility, vs. 1-7
Holy Scripture
Mt. 18:1-3, “At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2 And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 3 and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”

Who is the Greatest?
“Who is the greatest?” the disciples wanted to know. When the disciples asked who was to be the greatest in the heavenly rule that was to come on earth, we are probably right to suspect that it was things like this they had in mind. They knew about the heroes of old. They had lists of them. Along with faith and hope, military courage and success tend to loom large among their qualities. Jesus tosses all that out of the window, and instead calls out a little child: shy, vulnerable, unsure of herself, but trusting and with clear eyes, ready to listen, to be loved and to love, to learn and grow. This is what true greatness is like, he says. Go and learn about it.
 

We must always remember that “God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble” (Jms. 5:5). 

We are Weak and Vulnerable!
In particular, go and imitate the humility of a child. That means learning to think nothing of yourself. We all find it difficult to think that weakness and vulnerability are anything other than things to be ashamed of. 

Utter Dependence on God
In first-century thought children were often very little esteemed. Jesus ascribes to them great value, but here his more immediate point is that would-be disciples must share their condition of utter dependence, in this case, on God. Without a recognition of one’s fundamental inability to save oneself and without a subsequent complete reliance on God’s mercy, no one can enter the kingdom of heaven.

Protect the Little Ones! 
There are many weak and vulnerable “little ones” in the Body of Christ, and Jesus says we should be looking after them. If we should neglect them or do anything to harm them, we are in deep, deep trouble.

Mt. 18:5-6, “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 6 but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.”

Fierce Love

Can you see the fierce love Jesus has for His little ones? Jesus issues a stark warning! If you discount any of His little ones – anyone in the entire church of God, you are in trouble. We must recognize we are together with each of the little ones Christ died for. 

If you were to discount and cause any of His little ones to stumble by holding a grudge against them or cutting them off or not being Jesus to them, then you are not part of the Body of Christ. Jesus uses fierce imagery for the idea of eternal condemnation.

The Millstone Around Your Neck

We see this fierce image of a Millstone.  Jesus says, if you don’t have a fierce love for God’s kids, then a Millstone tie is better than the fate coming to you.

It’s better if you get into a boat and go far out to sea so that you can sink into the deepest part. And make sure you have that Millstone around your neck. And go and sink to the bottom of the deepest part of the ocean where no one could ever find you. Be forgotten by God and man, and that will be a better fate if you are not part of God’s kingdom.

What is a Millstone?

A Millstone is a large circular stone, with a central hole for the mechanism.  They were used to grind corn; the biggest were so large it took several strong adult men to work them. That’s the type Jesus is talking about, the type he says you should imagine having round your neck as a collar. And he doesn’t just talk of people being ‘thrown into the sea’; he is talking of the deep sea, far out, away from the shore.
  

John says it this way in 1 Jn. 4:20, “If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother [or sister], he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen.” 

Body Life

Jesus says those who are not connected in their lives to the brothers and sisters in Christ are not Christians.  I wonder about those who may attend church but have no part in Body life. Do you know the brothers and sisters in this local Body? God says, if you don’t have time for his sons and daughters living life together, then He will not have time for you. 
Who are the “Little Ones”?
I love Jesus’ emphasis on “little ones.” Who are the “little ones”? You can imagine, as the Bible speaks often of believers among us who are “the least of these.” By “little ones” Jesus means, in one sense, everyone in the kingdom of heaven regardless of age – but even more than that, He means, “the least of these my brothers” as he would phrase it in 25:40. 
That is, “little ones” are those Christians who are most often marginalized or whom we’d be tempted to marginalize due to lack of wealth, health, giftedness, or spiritual maturity. They are those with little resources, little social standing, and perhaps little faith (i.e., the weaker brethren of Romans 14:13; 1 Corinthians 8:13). They are those prone to wander like that one lost sheep of verse 12.
 

Perhaps people are not like you. They are far below your economic status. They are awkward socially.  Maybe you dress different than them – they don’t have the money that you do. Can I ask you: do you love these “little ones”? This is the test of your faith. You cannot say you love God if you do not love the “little ones” the despised ones of His flock.

The Rejects of Society – the Greatest in the Kingdom!! 
In Spain, we began our church planting efforts with the rejects of society. We started with a brother and sister from one of the islands off the coast of Spain. They were poor and despised in the culture. The people did not like Islanders – they were like the hillbillies of Spain.

Then we also had a mentally and physically handicapped person as some of our first fruits.  Can I tell you something? These are the greatest in the kingdom!  

Unresolved Sin
What is Jesus getting at? In a little while Jesus is going to talk about holiness and forgiveness and togetherness, and it’s all connected. Don’t neglect your brothers and sisters. If you sin against them, or if they seem to sin against you, don’t hold a grudge. Don’t discount them. Don’t forget about them. It would be better if you had a Millstone necklace than if you let put a stumbling block in another believer’s pathway.  It’s a big deal.
II. Mark #2: Holiness, vs. 8-9
Holy Scripture
Mt. 18:8-9, “And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire.”

The Meaning of the Passage
Sadly, there have been those who have taken this passage literally and cut off parts of their body. Yet even that won’t keep us from sin. It is our heart that is the problem. No, what Jesus means is that anything that causes us to sin, no matter how noble it is, it could be a hand, an eye, a foot, or it could be a friend or family member or a place that you go. No matter how close it is to you, like a right eye, be willing to cut it off for the sake of holiness.
A Figurative Analogy

The Lord is obviously speaking figuratively, because no part of our physical bodies causes us to sin, and removing any part of it would not keep us from sinning. The point was that a person should do whatever is necessary, no matter how extreme and painful it might be, to keep from sinning himself or to keep from causing others to sin. Nothing is worth keeping if, in any way, it leads to sin. And the implication here is that there is overcoming grace available for victory over temptation and sin.

Sin Affects the Community

Also, remember, the context is that Jesus is talking about discipleship and kingdom life. All these traits come together. Community and Humility and Holiness all go together. We must live holy lives because we are connected to Christ, the Holy One. We are connected to the saints, the holy ones. 

If you are in community, your sin has an effect on other people. So you need to be a person of holiness. 
Sin Spreads
Jesus paints holiness as not just affecting my life, but the life of the community. I need to live a holy life, not simply with a focus on myself, but on the entire community. As Jesus says in another place, “a little leaven leavens the whole lump.”

When one of you hurts, the whole Body hurts. When one of you is defiled in sin, dear ones, the whole Body is defiled.

Whatever it Takes
Holiness is the mark of a true Christian. We want to be conformed into the image of Christ. Is God a thrice holy God? Is our precious Lord a Lamb without sin or blemish or any such thing? 

So ought all of us to be! We need to be growing in holiness!

Radical Amputation
How do we get rid of sin in our lives? Jesus uses a hyperbolic illustration of “radical amputation.” 

Say NO to anything that controls you.  Walking down the street, you may have to look at your shoes.  You may have to get rid of the Internet or your television!  Do what it takes!
Mt. 18:8-9, “And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire.”

Application
This may mean you cut off friendships. This certainly means you cut off certain parts of media from your life, and perhaps all media. 

Cut Off So We Can Grow
We cut off so that we can grow. That’s the point!  If there is a certain pathway to work and we pass someone’s house that tempts us, then we need to go another way.

It’s like removal of cancer. We sometimes have to remove lymph nodes so the cancer doesn’t spread. 

We want to grow.  You cannot grow without a sincerity in your life. You cannot grow as a hypocrite. 

Get Rid of Isolation / Walk in the Light
Sin grows in isolation. The best way to cut sin off is to bring it out into the light. Walk in the light. Don’t just confess your sin to God, but to the Body of Christ. We are commanded to confess our sins one to another (James 5:16).

1 John 1:5-10 tells us to walk in the light, “This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us.”
Be Humble Like a Child
This morning after I had spent time to put my freshly ironed shirt on and fix my tie just write with my crisp freshly dry-cleaned suit – Ava walks up to me and says, “Daddy I have an outie belly button!” I knew what was coming.  She walks up to me and says, “Daddy, do you have an innie or an outie?” And of course she wanted to see. 

Integrity: She has integrity! She’s not putting on a show. She has faith. She believes I’m going to answer her request. She has humility! I’m not sure I’ve ever been asked that question before! She was willing to show me her outie!  I had to unbutton that fresh shirt. She found out I have an innie.  In fact she could hardly find my belly button! 

Neediness: And Ava knows her need. If she is hungry she comes to mommy and daddy. If she is messy she comes to mommy. Ok, she comes to daddy too but not as much! She is needy and she knows it. Do you know how needy you are? Are you humble like a child?

Oh dear saint, God wants us to be like His little humble children. That’s who enters the kingdom and spreads His kingdom culture. Only the regenerate can enter His kingdom. Only the humble can come. 

III. Mark #3: Togetherness, vs. 10-14
Holy Scripture
Mt. 18:10-14, “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. 12 What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? 13 And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14 So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.”
1. DON’T!
The Prohibition of Despising Anyone in the Community 
Jesus reiterates the importance of every member in the community.  We must not “despise one of these little ones.” Every member is important. 

See that you do not despise is a warning, a negative command that strongly implies God’s displeasure with disobedience of it. Jesus had already made clear the seriousness of mistreating any of God’s little ones: It would be better for a person who commits such an offense to have “a heavy millstone … hung around his neck, and that he be drowned in the depth of the sea” (v. 6).

Every Member is Important
You must not despise any member of the Body of Christ because everyone is important.  Sometimes we wrongly depreciate members of Christ's Body.  1 Corinthians 12:21-26, “The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and on those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24 which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25 that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.”
We all need to be active. We all need to be involved. There is no church of ONE.  “Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst” (Matthew 18:20).  
He goes on to say in Ephesians 4:15-16, that we are to “grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.”  You cannot be a lone ranger.  

Examples of Despising Believers
We despise one another when we flaunt our liberty before weaker believers, causing them to go against their consciences or to overreact and fall deeper into legalism. “Let not him who eats regard with contempt him who does not eat, and let not him who does not eat judge him who eats, for God has accepted him” (Rom. 14:3).
Christians also despise one another when we show partiality. We are never to hold “faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism” (James 2:1).

Another way believers despise fellow believers is by ridiculing their physical appearance. Such insensitive, heartless criticism was directed against Paul by some of the haughty, worldly members in the Corinthian church who said that “his letters are weighty and strong, but his personal presence is unimpressive, and his speech contemptible” (2 Cor. 10:10). 

Or we may despise a brother or sister by neglecting them spiritually. This could be someone we think is fine or will take care of themselves. We don’t talk with them. We don’t visit them.

D.L. Moody Example
During one of Dwight L. Moody’s British campaigns he was repeatedly mocked in the press for his lack of proper English and his down-home style. When asked to speak at Cambridge University, the epitome of British intellectualism and sophistication, Moody apparently decided to capitalize on that image in order to gain the attention of the audience. His comment no doubt also had the effect of pointing up the superficiality and irrelevance of the criticism of his grammar. He opened his message with the words, “Don’t let nobody never tell you God don’t love you, ‘cause He do.”

Holy Scripture
Mt. 18:10, “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven.”
Other Examples
Believers despise other believers when they are indifferent to or judgmental of a fellow believer who spiritually stumbles. It’s easier to gossip than to help! When a brother or sister falls into sin, especially if the sin is public and well known, there is a temptation to write them off, saying in effect, if not in words, “He knew better and he made his choice. Let him live with the consequences. Until he changes, I’ll stay at arm’s length.” But Paul’s counsel is otherwise. “Brethren,” he wrote the Galatians, “even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and thus fulfill the law of Christ” (Gal. 6:1–2).
Believers also despise other believers by resenting a fellow Christian who confronts their sinfulness. Instead of facing and repenting of a sin that is brought to their attention and being grateful to the one who confronts them, the old self often makes them strike back and charge the other person with being judgmental, self-righteous, legalistic, and hypocritical.
Despise not “one of these little ones!” Every member is important! 

Each Child of God is Important!
Every believer is important. How important? Mt. 18:10, “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven.”

The point is, if these beings (“angels”) who serve these “little ones” (they are “their angels”) are “in heaven” (that’s an important place to be) and they there are directly looking upon God (these must be angels of “the very highest order”), how much more valuable are “the little ones” they serve and protect? Does that make sense? If your bodyguards are Moses and Elijah, you must be fairly important. And if your angel stands perpetually before the face of God, your stock has substantially gone up. God values these little ones.

Guardian Angels?
There is no need for us to get bogged down on whether or not every child of God or every “little one” has a guardian angel. It seems they do—if not a guardian angel (cf. Acts 12:15), guardian angels (cf. Luke 16:22)—that is, in the words of Hebrews 1:14, “ministering spirits sent out to serve … those who are to inherit salvation.”
 We have armies of angels protecting us. 

Elisha and the Syrian Army
A great reminder of God’s angel armies protecting each one of us is found in 2 Kings 6. The King of Syria wants to destroy Israel and surrounds Elisha and his young servant. Elisha wanted to teach his servant how God’s power is greater than physical power.

2 Kings 6:15-18, “When the servant of the man of God rose early in the morning and went out, behold, an army with horses and chariots was all around the city. And the servant said, “Alas, my master! What shall we do?” 16 He said, “Do not be afraid, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them.”17 Then Elisha prayed and said, “O Lord, please open his eyes that he may see.” So the Lord opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 18 And when the Syrians came down against him, Elisha prayed to the Lord and said, “Please strike this people with blindness.” So he struck them with blindness in accordance with the prayer of Elisha.”
Zech. 4:6, “Not by the might of armies, nor by human power, but by my Spirit says the Lord.”

Consider how important each of God’s “little ones” are when their warriors do “always behold the face” of God. Wow! Praise God! 

Holy Scripture
Mt. 18:12-14, “What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? 13 And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14 So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.”

But also look at the footnote in our text: “Some [Greek] manuscripts add verse 11 [taken from Luke 19:10]: ‘For the Son of Man came to save the lost.’
  That’s not a bad insertion. The phrase was probably picked up from Luke by a well-meaning copyist and added to Matthew. Because this parable is speaking of Jesus rescuing each one of the sheep. 
Don’t be disturbed by this insertion or lack of it. It is certainly Scripture and is found in the parallel passage in Luke 19:10.  
2. SEEK!

Wandering Christians are to Be Sought Out!
The hundred sheep represent the church or the community of the kingdom of heaven. The ninety-nine are either the spiritually mature or more likely those not currently backsliding. Presently they are doing a good job of sticking near Christ and Christians and are cutting off sin. The strayed sheep then is the backsliding Christian, or more specifically the Christian who is so proud he doesn’t think he needs the shepherd or the other sheep to guard him and so foolish or sinful that he thinks he can wander off into various sins without any real danger.

What Should We Do When a Brother or Sister Wanders?
At one time or another, as a sheep you are going to wander. Aren’t you glad for those who have gone after you? Jesus is not here physically. But His Body is. And as His body we are to go after His sheep that wander or backslide. 
Don’t Desert the Sheep
The herd of a hundred sheep is rather large and means a wealthy owner. The idea of God’s people as a flock of sheep is frequent in the OT. 

As Ezek 34 details the false shepherds of Israel, this is in part a poignant warning to the readers not to desert God’s sheep.

Ezekiel 34:1-16, “The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy, and say to them, even to the shepherds, Thus says the Lord God: Ah, shepherds of Israel who have been feeding yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the sheep? 3 You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fat ones, but you do not feed the sheep. 4 The weak you have not strengthened, the sick you have not healed, the injured you have not bound up, the strayed you have not brought back, the lost you have not sought, and with force and harshness you have ruled them. 5 So they were scattered, because there was no shepherd, and they became food for all the wild beasts. 6 My sheep were scattered; they wandered over all the mountains and on every high hill. My sheep were scattered over all the face of the earth, with none to search or seek for them.

7 “Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: 8 As I live, declares the Lord God, surely because my sheep have become a prey, and my sheep have become food for all the wild beasts, since there was no shepherd, and because my shepherds have not searched for my sheep, but the shepherds have fed themselves, and have not fed my sheep, 9 therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: 10 Thus says the Lord God, Behold, I am against the shepherds, and I will require my sheep at their hand and put a stop to their feeding the sheep. No longer shall the shepherds feed themselves. I will rescue my sheep from their mouths, that they may not be food for them.

11 “For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13 And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14 I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel.15 I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord God. 16 I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice.”
Evangelism
Let us go back to the parable. Who are the wandering sheep?  It could be those who are lost and not yet in the fold. This is a call for evangelism.  We are to constantly be calling lost sheep into the fold.
Those About to Lose Faith
It may be that the wandering sheep are those that are about to lose their faith.  Obviously this is impossible if they are truly believers. But true believers do struggle with fierce assaults from the enemy.  Sometimes a believer (as Eph. 4 says) gives “place to the devil.” He or she feels lost because they are in the hand of the devil. They have irrational thoughts, uncontrollable emptions, perhaps bitterness, anger or despair.
God’s true children often struggle in the claws of Appolion.  

What is Our Responsibility?
GOD: It is God and Christ are the ones who shepherd their flock and search strenuously for straying followers (cf. Heb 13:20–21; 1 Pet 1:5).

LEADERS: Because we are the Body and Christ is in heaven, the leaders of Christ’s church are responsible to care for the flock and must remain vigilant over it (cf. John 21:15–17; Heb 13:17; 1 Pet 5:2–4; remember that the imagery behind “pastor” is that of “shepherd”). But it is not just the pastors and elders and deacons that are to care for the sheep. 

EVERY BELIEVER: Every believer is warned in vv. 6–14 not to lead other “little ones” astray but rather to bring them back from wandering.

3. REJOICE!

Holy Scripture
Mt. 18:13, “And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14 So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.”

Joy in Restoration!
The emphasis is on the extent of the rejoicing (introduced by another “amen” [ἀμήν] saying to stress its importance, see 5:18). The μᾶλλον indicates God rejoices over the returned sheep “more than” those believers who remain in the fold. This hardly means he has no joy in the faithful but rather highlights the importance of restoration.

4. NEVER STOP!
Holy Scripture
Mt. 18:14, “So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.”

Not Willing that We are Ruined
Although apollumi (perish) often carried the idea of total destruction or death, it sometimes, as here, referred to nonpermanent ruin or loss.

Phil. 1:6, “He who has begun a good work in you will bring it to completion until the Day of Christ Jesus.”

We can never stop searching of straying believers.  We are the one’s that are going to help each other persevere. 
Am I My Brother’s Keeper?
Remember the question Cain asked God when Abel went missing?  “Am I my brother’s keeper?” What is the answer to that question?  Yes!!!! You are your brother and your sister’s keeper. 

James 5:19-20, “My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, 20 let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.”

Applications
1. Reflect God’s Love!
We are to reflect the great love of God. God loves each member of his flock and is always vigilant over them. This whole section has centered on the compassion and mercy of God for each of the “little ones.” The love of God is a frequent emphasis in Romans (Rom 5:5, 8; 8:31–39) and in the rest of the NT (2 Cor 13:14; 2 Thess 3:5; 1 John 2:5, 3:17, 4:9). The security of the believer is centered on God’s love and concern for his children (e.g., Heb 13:5; 1 Pet 1:5, 5:7).

2. Restore the Wandering!

The greatest joy a church will experience comes when a wandering member gets right with God

Conclusion – It’s Messy!
Rescuing Sheep is a big part of living in community.  And yes it’s messy!  When I was in Spain I used to have to feed the sheep. I would go up there and at first it was king of nostalgic. All these cute sheep surrounding me as I fed them. Each day that passed, the sheep became less cute. And sometimes sheep as gentle as they are, sometimes they bite.  They can’t kill me or even harm me, but it does hurt. 

We would have to always check on them.  I remember checking on them at night. We didn’t want any wolves or wild animals tearing them apart. We would make sure they were safe at night. Go out and rescue the sheep. Evangelize!  But also restore the straying sheep.  
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