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“The greatest test of whether the holiness we profess to seek or to attain is truth and life will be whether it produces an increasing humility in us.  In man, humility is the one thing needed to allow God's holiness to dwell in him and shine through him.  The chief mark of counterfeit holiness is lack of humility.  
The holiest will be the humblest.”
– Andrew Murray
Announcements

1. Welcome to visitors
2. Evening service (5pm) and Expositor’s class (4pm)
3. New Members SS (part 2) class next week
4. Father – Daughter Campout at Volo, IL two weeks Friday, Aug 28
I

f you don’t have a Bible, there should be one in the seat in front of you. Open your Bible to Matthew 18. We are continuing in our series in the book of Matthew entitled “Kingdom Come.” This morning we are looking at a message entitled: “The Marks of God’s Children.”

Who Are the Children of God?
Many people claim to know the Lord. Jesus says there are many who say they are God’s children who will be turned away on the Last Day. But God’s children are recognizable. Just as your mother looks into your face and recognizes you, so God’s children are recognizable. In fact, in Matthew 18, Jesus gives us four marks of God’s children. These marks are the evidence of regeneration. These marks do not save us, they are evidence that we are saved, that a change has taken place.  These marks are really patterns of living, or discipleship in our lives. 
So let me ask you, are you God’s child? Do these patterns of living for the redeemed identify you as God’s child?  These are the marks the Spirit gives us when He regenerates us. What are they?

· Humility (18:1-7)

· Holiness (18:8-9)

· Togetherness (18:10-14)

· Forgiveness (18:15-35)
None is Yet Perfected or Fully Mature

Now before you start examining yourself too closely, understand that God’s people struggle greatly in all these areas. And new believers are especially immature concerning these marks, but these marks are present in all believers in some form or fashion. 

Community in the Kingdom
How are we to live life together? It is also essential to see that the chapter teaches us as God’s forever family that we are a group of spiritually unperfected children.  Jesus teaches us here how to get along with each other. It is no exaggeration to say that this is the single greatest discourse our Lord ever gave on community life among the redeemed people in His church.
 
I. Mark #1: Humility, vs. 1-7
Holy Scripture
Mt. 18:1-3, “At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2 And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 3 and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”
Regenerated into God’s Kingdom
Pastor Thabiti Anyabwili, from Washington D.C. said, “The spread of God’s culture happens only by regeneration and at the hands of the regenerate.”

Regeneration is “the act of God whereby He renews the spiritual condition of a sinner. It is a spiritual change brought about by the work of the Holy Spirit so that the person then possesses new life – eternal life. Regeneration is a change in our moral and spiritual nature.”

Regeneration is to be “born again.” God alone does this. It is His gift to us of the spiritual renewal of our nature. He comes to live inside us by His Holy Spirit. If you are born again this morning, can you just say, “Praise the Lord!”?

You are baptized by the Holy Spirit into a community of spiritually renewed believers.

The Culture of the Kingdom

Born again people want to see God’s Kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven. But what is God’s Kingdom? It’s His King first and foremost.  It’s His people as a kingdom. It’s His culture. And so God’s people have a certain culture about them. You can mark them out: we enter through the door of humility. The closer we grow to Jesus the more humble we become. 
If you were accused of being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you? Well the very first mark of a genuinely born again person is humility. You must come as a child. 

When Jesus’ disciples ask “who is the greatest in the kingdom?” Jesus answers and says “who is even in my kingdom?” Childlike humility is the attitude of entrance into the Kingdom of God.

Jesus called a child. He said (verse 3): “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”

The person allowed entrance has humility like a child. And the greatest in the kingdom is the most childlike. 

Andrew Murray Quote on Humility
Andrew Murray said humility is the chief mark of regeneration. “The chief mark of counterfeit holiness is lack of humility.  The holiest will be the humblest.”
A Child’s Integrity (Kristen’s Prayer Request)
Often a very young child has great integrity. They come right out and say obvious things that adults would keep back. Children don’t have the discretion that comes with maturity. 

Once during prayer requests in Sunday School, when Kristen was about five or six, Kristen raised her hand with a look of concern. When the teacher called on her, she said, “Please pray for my Daddy and Mommy – they are not getting along.” Wow. I’m sure we did need prayer and help for our interpersonal relationship, but for the pastor’s daughter to announce that to her Sunday school class was an act of integrity.

To enter the Kingdom of God, we must have that integrity of a child to admit that we are a mess. We must have the integrity to expose our sin and walk in the light or we cannot enter God’s Kingdom. We must come with the integrity of a child.
A Pastor’s Lack of Integrity
Recently I knew of a man that resigned from ministry because of a lack of integrity. He was viewing things online that no one who calls themselves a Christian should ever view. The first time he viewed it, he should have exposed it and told someone. But because of pride, he isolated himself. Do you think isolation kills sin or does isolation FEED sin.  It feeds sin. The shame causes a person to continue to retreat from the victory Christ has already given us.
And if you have ongoing sin in your life you should be concerned that you are not humble. Pride is likely raging in your life. The quickest way to defeat sin is through exposure. Be humble like a child. It should be the mark of every Christian’s life. 
Who is the Greatest?
“Who is the greatest?” the disciples wanted to know. When the disciples asked who was to be the greatest in the heavenly rule that was to come on earth, we are probably right to suspect that it was things like this they had in mind. They knew about the heroes of old. They had lists of them. Along with faith and hope, military courage and success tend to loom large among their qualities. Jesus tosses all that out of the window, and instead calls out a little child: shy, vulnerable, unsure of herself, but trusting and with clear eyes, ready to listen, to be loved and to love, to learn and grow. This is what true greatness is like, he says. Go and learn about it.
 

We must always remember that “God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble” (Jms. 5:5). 
Martin Luther Quote
God isn’t interested in perfect people, because there are none living on this earth. Only forgiven sinners are welcome. “Almighty God is the God of the humble, the miserable, the afflicted, the oppressed, the desperate, and those who have been brought to nothing.” So said Martin Luther.

God’s Favorite Term for Us: His Children
And so it is not surprising that Scripture describes and identifies the people of God by many names. But more frequently than anything else we are called children–children of promise, children of the day, children of the light, beloved children, dear children, and children of God.

As believers we can rejoice in the wonderful truth that, through Christ, we have become God’s own children, adopted through grace. Consequently, we bear the image of God’s family and are joint heirs with Jesus Christ of everything God possesses. We enjoy God’s love, care, protection, power, and other resources in abundance for all eternity.
As Children We are Imperfect
Yet we are not yet as God’s children, completely conformed to the image of Christ. So there is another side to our being children, and in Scripture believers are also referred to as children in the sense that we are incomplete, weak, dependent, undeveloped, unskilled, vulnerable, and immature.

The New Testament commands childlikeness.  But the New Testament condemns and forbids childishness.  What is the difference?  

· Childishness – when an adult acts like a child in bad ways
· Childlikeness – when an adult acts like a child in good ways

Matthew 18 focuses on those immature, unperfected, childlike qualities that believers demonstrate as they mutually develop into conformity to the fullness of the stature of Jesus Christ.
We are Weak and Vulnerable!
In particular, go and imitate the humility of a child. That means learning to think nothing of yourself. We all find it difficult to think that weakness and vulnerability are anything other than things to be ashamed of. 

Utter Dependence on God
In first-century thought children were often very little esteemed. Jesus ascribes to them great value, but here his more immediate point is that would-be disciples must share their condition of utter dependence, in this case, on God. Without a recognition of one’s fundamental inability to save oneself and without a subsequent complete reliance on God’s mercy, no one can enter the kingdom of heaven.

The Apostles’ Teaching
Paul says in Ephesians 4:1-3, “I… urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”
I’ve seen God take the most proud people and make them the most childlike and humble. I know men in here, and it was their job to curse people out and keep them in line, and when this brother came to know Christ, he told me he might lose his job because he couldn’t do that anymore.

I know folk that used to hold grudges and judge people constantly in pride and now they are loving and humble – not perfect! The struggle is still there, but they are not what they once were.  Aren’t you glad Christ has humbled you as a little child?

Peter says in 1 Peter 2:1-3, “So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. 2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation— 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.”

Jeremiah the prophet (9:23) warns us that we can never come to God in our pride. We must come in deep humility and glory only in the Lord.  Look at Jer. 9:23-24, “Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, 24 but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares the Lord.”

Have you tasted of the Lord? Then there will be a pattern of infantile dependence on the Word. You will have the power to put away prideful attitudes and actions. This is the mark of all true believers.

Protect the Little Ones! 
There are many weak and vulnerable “little ones” in the Body of Christ, and Jesus says we should be looking after them. If we should neglect them or do anything to harm them, we are in deep, deep trouble.
Mt. 18:5-6, “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 6 but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.”
Fierce Love

Can you see the fierce love Jesus has for His little ones? Jesus issues a stark warning! If you discount any of His little ones – anyone in the entire church of God, you are in trouble. We must recognize we are together with each of the little ones Christ died for. 

If you were to discount and cause any of His little ones to stumble by holding a grudge against them or cutting them off or not being Jesus to them, then you are not part of the Body of Christ. Jesus uses fierce imagery for the idea of eternal condemnation.

The Millstone Around Your Neck

We see this fierce image of a Millstone.  Jesus says, if you don’t have a fierce love for God’s kids, then a Millstone tie is better than the fate coming to you.

It’s better if you get into a boat and go far out to sea so that you can sink into the deepest part. And make sure you have that Millstone around your neck. And go and sink to the bottom of the deepest part of the ocean where no one could ever find you. Be forgotten by God and man, and that will be a better fate if you are not part of God’s kingdom.

What is a Millstone?

A Millstone is a large circular stone, with a central hole for the mechanism.  They were used to grind corn; the biggest were so large it took several strong adult men to work them. That’s the type Jesus is talking about, the type he says you should imagine having round your neck as a collar. And he doesn’t just talk of people being ‘thrown into the sea’; he is talking of the deep sea, far out, away from the shore.
  
John says it this way in 1 Jn. 4:20, “If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother [or sister], he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen.” 

Body Life

Jesus says those who are not connected in their lives to the brothers and sisters in Christ are not Christians.  I wonder about those who may attend church but have no part in Body life. Do you know the brothers and sisters in this local Body? God says, if you don’t have time for his sons and daughters living life together, then He will not have time for you. 
Who are the “Little Ones”?
I love Jesus’ emphasis on “little ones.” Who are the “little ones”? You can imagine, as the Bible speaks often of believers among us who are “the least of these.” By “little ones” Jesus means, in one sense, everyone in the kingdom of heaven regardless of age – but even more than that, He means, “the least of these my brothers” as he would phrase it in 25:40. 
That is, “little ones” are those Christians who are most often marginalized or whom we’d be tempted to marginalize due to lack of wealth, health, giftedness, or spiritual maturity. They are those with little resources, little social standing, and perhaps little faith (i.e., the weaker brethren of Romans 14:13; 1 Corinthians 8:13). They are those prone to wander like that one lost sheep of verse 12.
 
Perhaps people are not like you. They are far below your economic status. They are awkward socially.  Maybe you dress different than them – they don’t have the money that you do. Can I ask you: do you love these “little ones”? This is the test of your faith. You cannot say you love God if you do not love the “little ones” the despised ones of His flock.

The Rejects of Society – the Greatest in the Kingdom!! 
In Spain, we began our church planting efforts with the rejects of society. We started with a brother and sister from one of the islands off the coast of Spain. They were poor and despised in the culture. The people did not like Islanders – they were like the hillbillies of Spain.
Then we also had a mentally and physically handicapped person as some of our first fruits.  Can I tell you something? These are the greatest in the kingdom!  

Unresolved Sin
What is Jesus getting at? In a little while Jesus is going to talk about holiness and forgiveness and togetherness, and it’s all connected. Don’t neglect your brothers and sisters. If you sin against them, or if they seem to sin against you, don’t hold a grudge. Don’t discount them. Don’t forget about them. It would be better if you had a Millstone necklace than if you let put a stumbling block in another believer’s pathway.  It’s a big deal.
Examples of Stumbling Blocks
Some examples might be: 
· You are able to come to church services but you do not. You are not as plugged in as you ought to be.

· You have some life dominating sin in your life: lust, wrath, holding grudges, judgementalism, pleasure and empty entertainment

· You don’t read God’s Word

· You don’t have a prayer life

· You don’t get sin right with people – 

· You are allowing yourself to live in isolation and not facing your problems 

Temptations to Sin
Mt. 18:7, “Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation comes!”
Jesus is warning of Christians who become “stumbling blocks” to others in His forever family.  There are those who because of their bad example lead the “little ones” (i.e. weak believers, new believers) into sin and even cause them to lose their faith. Jesus warns the community that such will receive severe judgment from God, and so the local community/congregation had better discipline such members before it is too late.

Woe to this Present Evil World System!
Mt. 18:7a, “Woe to the world for temptations to sin…” Jesus is saying that divine judgment will fall on the world because its system is the true source of the stumbling that will attempt to destroy the faith of many “little ones.”

Mt. 18:7b, “… For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation comes!” You don’t want to mess with the One who gave His only Son for these little ones. Woe to the one who causes God’s people to sin! 
Accountability to God’s Forever Family
The church is intended to be a community of caring members. When Jesus commanded that discipleship involves “receiving” and “welcoming” one another, he was turning these disciples into His forever family who share and care for each another.

A big part of family is vulnerability. We don’t smell the sweat of most people, because we are not close to them. We don’t know their quirks, so we get along with them. There is a safe distance. But in the Family of God, there is a closeness, and we are going to see each other’s quirks and failures. 

Do you have quirks? Do you have failures? Then be merciful to those around you as little children. Help your brothers and sisters to stay away from sin. Ask each other the hard questions. Are you pure? Are you in the Word? Are you walking in holiness?

Love Your Brother or Sister When they Fall

When you see failure, don’t judge the speck in your brother or sister’s eye. Get the log out of yours! Love your fallen brother or sister. Don’t leave them in their sin. Isolation causes sin to grow. Exposure will kill sin.

Be quick to restore your fallen brother or sister.  Jesus is talking about following Him. 

Be humble like Jesus.  Jesus left His throne and became humble for us. Be humble like a little child.

II. Mark #2: Holiness, vs. 8-9
Holy Scripture
Mt. 18:8-9, “And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire.”
The Meaning of the Passage
Sadly, there have been those who have taken this passage literally and cut off parts of their body. Yet even that won’t keep us from sin. It is our heart that is the problem. No, what Jesus means is that anything that causes us to sin, no matter how noble it is, it could be a hand, an eye, a foot, or it could be a friend or family member or a place that you go. No matter how close it is to you, like a right eye, be willing to cut it off for the sake of holiness.
A Figurative Analogy

The Lord is obviously speaking figuratively, because no part of our physical bodies causes us to sin, and removing any part of it would not keep us from sinning. The point was that a person should do whatever is necessary, no matter how extreme and painful it might be, to keep from sinning himself or to keep from causing others to sin. Nothing is worth keeping if, in any way, it leads to sin. And the implication here is that there is overcoming grace available for victory over temptation and sin.

Sin Affects the Community

Also, remember, the context is that Jesus is talking about discipleship and kingdom life. All these traits come together. Community and Humility and Holiness all go together. We must live holy lives because we are connected to Christ, the Holy One. We are connected to the saints, the holy ones. 
If you are in community, your sin has an effect on other people. So you need to be a person of holiness. 
Sin Spreads
Jesus paints holiness as not just affecting my life, but the life of the community. I need to live a holy life, not simply with a focus on myself, but on the entire community. As Jesus says in another place, “a little leaven leavens the whole lump.”
When one of you hurts, the whole Body hurts. When one of you is defiled in sin, dear ones, the whole Body is defiled.

Cancer
Some of you have dealt with cancer and are recovering from it. You know even if you have cancer in your breast or in your colon or a lung, the whole body is affected, even if the whole body isn’t riddled with cancer. 
So it is with the Body of Christ. If you find yourself in a sinful pattern, you had better do whatever it takes to change it. 

Whatever it Takes
Holiness is the mark of a true Christian. We want to be conformed into the image of Christ. Is God a thrice holy God? Is our precious Lord a Lamb without sin or blemish or any such thing? 
So ought all of us to be! We need to be growing in holiness!

Lost in the African Bush

I heard the story of a man who was leading a Safari in Kenya in an animal reserve.  They were all hundreds of miles from a telephone and many miles even from a main road.  

The guide is trained to work with lions in the reserve.  He’s an expert.  He knows how to keep his distance.  He has several assistants with tranquilizer guns.

The people are amazed to see the wild animals.  They are a safe distance away, but the guide seems dangerously close and is in the lion’s sights.  Suddenly the guide is ripped away from all security and finds himself looking into the mouth of hungry and irritated lion.

As his life flashes before his eyes, he realizes he has seconds to live.  Suddenly the sound of a gun explodes and the lion falls over.

Peter tells us, “Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9  Resist him, firm in your faith…” (1 Peter 5:8-9a).

John Owen once said, “You will be killing sin, or else sin will be killing you.” God wants to give us victory and freedom from life dominating sins!

God’s Promises

John tells us in 1 John 4:4, “Greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world”.

Jesus said, “Anyone who sins is a slave to sin”.  And to those who are shackled in the bondage of sin He says, “Come unto me all who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).

Do you want rest?

Radical Amputation
How do we get rid of sin in our lives? Jesus uses a hyperbolic illustration of “radical amputation.” 
Say NO to anything that controls you.  Walking down the street, you may have to look at your shoes.  You may have to get rid of the Internet or your television!  Do what it takes!
Mt. 18:8-9, “And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire.”

Application
This may mean you cut off friendships. This certainly means you cut off certain parts of media from your life, and perhaps all media. 
Cut Off So We Can Grow
We cut off so that we can grow. That’s the point!  If there is a certain pathway to work and we pass someone’s house that tempts us, then we need to go another way.

It’s like removal of cancer. We sometimes have to remove lymph nodes so the cancer doesn’t spread. 

We want to grow.  You cannot grow without a sincerity in your life. You cannot grow as a hypocrite. 
Get Rid of Isolation / Walk in the Light
Sin grows in isolation. The best way to cut sin off is to bring it out into the light. Walk in the light. Don’t just confess your sin to God, but to the Body of Christ. We are commanded to confess our sins one to another (James 5:16).
1 John 1:5-10 tells us to walk in the light, “This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us.”
Conclusion
God’s Kingdom is a culture. It’s a King. It’s a people. The only people who enter are those who are like children. 
Be Humble Like a Child
This morning after I had spent time to put my freshly ironed shirt on and fix my tie just write with my crisp freshly dry-cleaned suit – Ava walks up to me and says, “Daddy I have an outie belly button!” I knew what was coming.  She walks up to me and says, “Daddy, do you have an innie or an outie?” And of course she wanted to see. 

Integrity: She has integrity! She’s not putting on a show. She has faith. She believes I’m going to answer her request. She has humility! I’m not sure I’ve ever been asked that question before! She was willing to show me her outie!  I had to unbutton that fresh shirt. She found out I have an innie.  In fact she could hardly find my belly button! 

Neediness: And Ava knows her need. If she is hungry she comes to mommy and daddy. If she is messy she comes to mommy. Ok, she comes to daddy too but not as much! She is needy and she knows it. Do you know how needy you are? Are you humble like a child?

Oh dear saint, God wants us to be like His little humble children. That’s who enters the kingdom and spreads His kingdom culture. Only the regenerate can enter His kingdom. Only the humble can come. 
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