Message: What to Do When You are Powerless
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What to Do When You are Powerless
(Trusting God)
Matthew 17:14-27
___________________________________________

Kingdom Come! (Gospel of Matthew Series)

Prepared by: Matthew S. Black

Sunday, July 19, 2015, 10:30am at Living Hope Church of Roselle, Illinois TC "Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
"To suppose that whatever God requires of us that we have power of ourselves to do, is to make the cross and grace of Jesus Christ of none effect." 

– John Owen, Puritan Theologian
Announcements

1. Welcome to visitors
2. Offering for VBS during last song.
3. July 20-24 we will have our VBS week.  

Need vans and drivers
4. 5pm Evening service and 4pm Expositor’s class
5. Photo Day Today
6. New Members SS class today and 26
7. Father – Son Campout at Volo, IL July 31-Aug 1 – sign up
I
f you don’t have a Bible, there should be one in the seat in front of you. Open your Bible to Matthew 17. We are continuing in our series in the book of Matthew entitled “Kingdom Come.” This morning we are looking at a message entitled: “What to do When You are Powerless.”

Outline
Powerlessness in Ministry / Family (17:14-21)

Powerlessness in Life (17:22-23)

Powerlessness in Finances (17:24-27)

Tubing in Louisiana
Where grew up in Louisiana and we loved to go tubing at the Tickfaw River. Have any of you ever gone tubing? It’s a crazy experience. Tied to a boat are about 20 innertubes. You hang on for dear life. It’s fun unless it tips over. I almost drown one time. The tube flipped over. It was going so fast I couldn’t get up.
Thankfully the boat turned and pushed me back up and over. Have you ever felt like you were drowning? Sometimes life feels that way.

We All Need Help – John Owen Quote
We all need help in the Christian life, don’t we?  John Owen, Puritan theologian, said “To suppose that whatever God requires of us that we have power of ourselves to do, is to make the cross and grace of Jesus Christ of none effect.”
Are there not many days in the Christian life where you are just powerless? You are ready to give up. You are ready to throw in the towel. You are not perfect, but you are trying your hardest, and things do not go right.

Well that’s what Matthew 17 is all about. Why are we so weak? Why do we fail so often?
I. Powerless in your Calling, vs.14-21
Last week we saw how Peter James and John had seen the Lord of glory transfigured before them. 

The Powerlessness of the Disciples

As the transfiguration faded, Jesus, Peter, James, and John came down the mountain and saw a difficult situation that had the potential to get worse. While Jesus had been on the mountaintop, a father had brought his troubled son to Jesus. With Jesus gone, he presented his boy to the disciples, but they were not up to the task and in the first attempt at healing, they failed.
  Have you failed in your calling? Someone reached out to you, and you couldn’t help them? Perhaps you’ve tried, but you feel powerless. Listen to a similar story about the powerlessness of the disciples.
The Pleading of the Father
Matthew 17:14-15, “And when they came to the crowd, a man came up to him and, kneeling before him, 15 said, “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and he suffers terribly. For often he falls into the fire, and often into the water.”

Can you imagine this father pleading with Jesus? This particular boy was very ill, indicating that his condition was unusually serious. It was so severe, the father explained, that he often falls into the fire, and often into the water. Open fires were common, as were many open bodies of water, such as pools or wells. Because the boy had actually fallen into the fire many times, he must have carried burn scars that added to his unattractiveness and probable ostracism. He was also in constant danger of drowning by falling into the water. The father or some other member of the family probably had to stay near the boy at all times, never knowing when a seizure might occur.
 In verse 18 we find out that the boy’s affliction was not simply physiological or mental but demonic, for “Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him, and the boy was healed instantly” (vs. 18).

Is there a situation that happens often in your life, and you feel so powerless?

Parents are Powerless

Verse 16, “And I brought him to your disciples, and they could not heal him.”

Every unsaved person is subject to the control of Satan, “the prince of the power of the air” (Eph. 2:2), and the more a person willfully sins and rejects God, the more he leaves himself open to Satan’s influence. But there is no indication that this boy’s demonic affliction was due to any unusual moral or spiritual wrongdoing on his part or on the part of his parents. For his own reasons, Satan caused the demon to torment this particular child.

We all know that we are powerless to change anyone’s heart. But there are means of grace. 

You Cannot Change Another Person
Marriage - You may feel powerless at times in your marriage. The honeymoon was great, but now you are beginning to see character flaws, and besetting sins in your spouse. What should you do?

Can I tell you a secret? You are powerless to change your spouse. You are powerless to change anyone. You need to focus on God changing you! 
An Angry Person - We might be able to restrain a person’s angry outbursts by tying him up and gagging him, but we are powerless to change a person’s heart. This is where God’s plan of redemption comes into play. The gospel is not merely about “getting us saved,” as if we simply pray a prayer and are immediately transported into heaven.

“Getting saved” is not about praying a prayer and then continuing to live our lives as though nothing happened. No, when God enters our lives, we are changed from the inside out (Ezekiel 36:26-27).
At any rate, the point is, if you want others to change, you must change first. 
Powerless Disciples

Look at what happens in verse 16, “And I brought him to your disciples, and they could not heal him.” 
The disciples seemed to have lost the ability to heal. A crowd had gathered. Apparently, the stricken boy was at the center of a heated discussion (Mark 9:14–16; Mark’s account of the story includes several illuminating details).

They had the calling! They had been commissioned! They were doing all the works Jesus was doing. About a year earlier, Jesus had sent the Twelve out to minister “to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matt. 10:6).
They had the gifting. They had already done mighty miracles. They had the gifts. He said, “And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons” (Matt. 10:6–8; cf. Mark 3:15). Perhaps to their own surprise, the disciples were highly successful “in casting out many demons and were anointing with oil many sick people and healing them” (Mark 6:13).
What had gone wrong or changed? They still had Jesus’ promise and His power, yet they could not cure the boy. The explanation for their failure is therefore obvious. They failed to appropriate the power available to them.

Gifts & Calling but NO POWER!  
They had the calling. They had the gifting. They did not have the power. Lot’s of people have the gifting. You can have all the gifts in the world. You can have the calling, but if you don’t have a walk with God, you will lack the power and the character of an instrument that God uses. Did you catch what I said? Calling and gifting mean nothing without the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Are you appropriating the power of God? You say, “if I only had it!” Ah saint, but you do have. You have the glorious Jesus that Peter, James, and John saw. He abides with you. With Him you can work wonders, but without Him, you personally cannot do anything.  
Faithless and Twisted Generation
Jesus says in verse 17, “O faithless and twisted generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you?”

Sometimes God’s people are influenced and controlled by the faithless thinking of the day. Even God’s chosen people can be part of the “faithless and twisted generation.” The entire Godhead undergirds his followers and both loves and strengthens them (Isa 40:29, 31; John 20:21–23). 
However, believers must take that strength and depend on it at all times, or they will fail like the nine disciples in this story. Matthew wants us to realize that Jesus’ presence is a promise but not a guarantee of victory. Paul said it well in Phil 2:12–13 – you must “work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.” Our responsibility is to put his power to work in our lives.

The Root of Powerlessness: No Faith
Matthew 17:17-20a, “And Jesus answered, “O faithless and twisted generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him here to me.” 18 And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him, and the boy was healed instantly. 19 Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we not cast it out?”20 He said to them, “Because of your little faith.”

Here’s the root of the problem – a lack of faith. We can have all the gifting and all the calling, but without faith nothing happens. Jesus said in Jn. 5:5, “Without Me ye can do nothing.” 

Is There Anything Too Hard for the Lord?

Let me ask you – “Is there anything too hard for the Lord?” (Gen.18:14). 

Remember Abraham? Not much to work with right? Yet God chose Abraham & Sarah, in their old age to bear the son of promise. The hopes of the whole human race were in the womb of a barren woman. Is there anything too hard for the Lord?

Remember Hezekiah? Sennacherib’s army of 185,000 troops had surrounded Jerusalem. The greatest army on the planet was on Hezekiah’s doorstep, and they had one item on the agenda: annihilate King Hezekiah and all of Israel.  An impossible situation right? 2 Chron. 32:20, “Then Hezekiah the king and Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, prayed because of this and cried to heaven. 21 And the Lord sent an angel, who cut off all the mighty warriors and commanders and officers in the camp of the king of Assyria.” The Hebrew Bible states that during the night, an angel of YHWH brought death to 185,000 Assyrians troops. I want to ask you – is there anything too hard for the Lord?
We cannot trust in our gifting alone – we must have spiritual authority that comes from a walk with God.
Move This Mountain
Matthew 17:19-20, “Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we not cast it out?”20 He said to them, “Because of your little faith. For truly, I say to you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move, and nothing will be impossible for you.”
The metaphor of the mountain being moved demonstrates the impossible thing – God is not about doing small things he's about doing big things. Is it not about doing easy things He’s about doing the hard thing.

What prevents God from working through them? It’s not that they had no faith. They had “little faith.”  Their faith was pretty small because Jesus says in verse 20, “He said to them, “Because of your little faith. For truly, I say to you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move, and nothing will be impossible for you.”

Mustard Seed Faith

v. 20, “if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed…” you can move a mountain. A mustard seed is one of the smallest of seeds – one variety is .039 inches across, only one millimeter – yet it grows into one of the largest of garden plants – tiny beginning – large end – first the seed – then the tree.

Even just a little true faith is enough to move a mountain. The truth is for most of us we live with a faith that is akin to practical atheism. We believe God for what can be explained away by man. We have faith to believe God for things that man has no problem doing. 

But if we had the faith of a mere mustard seed, we would see God do impossible things! 

Faith that Moves Pebbles

Look at the disciples’ puny faith. That’s where most of us are.  We believe.  We have a faith that can move pebbles.  Hey, we don’t need God’s help to move pebbles!!!  We have faith like Peter to walk on the water even, as long as there is no storm raging!!  We are glad to believe God when what we are doing is humanly possible.    

Most of us are really good at little faith.  We are willing to believe God for what is somewhat possible. We believe God because we can see how God’s going to answer.  We believe God as long as the answer seems plausible in our own scheme of life.

Oh, we have faith that can move pebbles, but do we have faith to remove a mountain? This is a metaphor for the impossible. 

· That unsaved loved one – he or she seems impossible! God give us faith! 

· That impossible financial situation – God give us faith!

· My own sinful character – God give us faith!

· A new vision and calling for life and ministry – God give us faith!  

Faith Should Have an Omnipotent Object

Verse 20b, “and nothing will be impossible for you.” The promise nothing shall be impossible to you is conditional, valid only within the framework of God’s will. Mountain-moving faith is not faith in oneself, much less faith in faith, but faith in God. It is not faith itself, no matter how great, that moves mountains, but the God in whom the faith is grounded. Faith has only as much power as its object.
 

God Can Do the Impossible, vs. 21
How many of you believe that God can do the impossible? God can change the hardest  heart. Verse 21, though it is a disputed verse, is a correct principle: “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.” (vs. 21).  I say, it likely did not appear in Matthew, but it does appear in Mk 9:29. Jesus did say this. Matthew likely just did not record it. 

Jesus said it. Only by prayer. Only by a walk with Him can we do anything. Praise God for your calling and your gifting, but you are nothing without Him. You need His presence! You need the movement of the Holy Spirit in your life. Get with Him in prayer! Get to know His Word! Obey Him in the hardest things. Believe Him for mountains to be moved in your life! 

Christology: Jesus is God
This story tells us of what theologians call “Christology.” What does the Bible teach about who Jesus is? He is the Christ. The King of all kings.  Jesus is sovereign Lord with authority over both the physical and the cosmic, i.e., illness and the demonic. In spite of the failure of the disciples, it is clear that this authority has been passed on to the disciples, for the very fact that it was a failure on their part shows that they should have been able to cast out the demon.

The essence of all that we see here is what ought to be our confession today. Jesus is God! He is my God. He is the King of kings. He is the Christ, the Son of the Living God, and without Him, we can do nothing (Jn. 15:5). He is the vine and we are the branches. Disconnected from Him we are worthless!
II. Powerless in Life, vs.22-23
Now we come to a truth that really distressed the disciples. They didn’t understand how God is glorified in our weakness. They were stressed out.

Matthew 17:22-23, “As they were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the hands of men, 23 and they will kill him, and he will be raised on the third day.” And they were greatly distressed.”
Son of Man Delivered

Jesus is about to give His life for the world. It’s a very different plan than the disciples imagined. Jesus will later explain, He willingly lays down His life at the cross in order that “all things which are written through the prophets about the Son of Man will be accomplished” (Mt. 18:31). He willingly laid down His life (John 10:15, 17), which no one could have token from Him without His consent. “No one has taken it away from Me” He said, “but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again” (Jn. 10:18).

Deeply Grieved
What? The disciples cannot believe what they are hearing! After having just witnessed Jesus’ resplendent glory at the transfiguration, Peter, James, and John were perhaps even more deeply grieved than the others in hearing again of Jesus’ death.

The Disciples Flip Out
The disciples flip out – they are greatly distressed. Will be amazing to go back in time – have a time machine and talk with – and tell them what we know. We don't sing about the weakness of the cross – we don't sing about the distress we sing about the power of the cross. Wouldn't it be wonderful to go back in time and tell the disciples about the power of the cross! It wouldn't be so distressed!
The Death of a Dream
Some of you are going through Job-like situations. Our tendency is to flip out over that which looks like the death of a holy ambition or a God given dream. 
Soul Crushing Chisels
The best work God has for your heart and mind will be through soul crushing suffering. We all have to go to the cross. Sometimes the worst circumstances in life are the best because they are making you who God wants you to be. They are a chisel for you to be conformed to the image of Christ.
We can confidently say with David, “He knows my frame, He remembers that we are dust.”

We can say with Paul, “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” (Gal. 2:20). 
We can say with Paul again in 2 Cor. 12:7-10, when God wanted to humble Him into Christ’s image he says in verse 7, “So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”

The Grace of Powerlessness
In life, remember that you are powerless, and that is good. When you are powerless the power of Christ rests upon you!
Jesus went to a Cross. It disturbed the disciples. It ought not disturb us. We ought to glory in our infirmities. We ought to boast in our weakness. We ought to sing: 

This the Power of the Cross! 

Christ became sin for us! 

Took the blame, bore the wrath

We stand forgiven at the cross!”

III. Powerless in Finances, vs.24-27
Matthew 17:24-27, “When they came to Capernaum, the collectors of the two-drachma tax went up to Peter and said, “Does your teacher not pay the tax?” 25 He said, “Yes.” And when he came into the house, Jesus spoke to him first, saying, “What do you think, Simon? From whom do kings of the earth take toll or tax? From their sons or from others?” 26 And when he said, “From others,” Jesus said to him,“Then the sons are free. 27 However, not to give offense to them, go to the sea and cast a hook and take the first fish that comes up, and when you open its mouth you will find a shekel. Take that and give it to them for me and for yourself.”
Required but Not Required
Shortly after Jesus and the disciples had come to Capernaum, perhaps even as they entered the city, those who collected the two-drachma tax singled out Peter.
Because the Jewish Temple tax was to be paid by the time of Passover, collectors were sent throughout Palestine a month or so in advance. It was such tax collectors, rather than the Roman-appointed publicani (“publicans”), who came to Peter, and said, “Does your teacher not pay the two-drachma tax?”

Jesus said, “What do you think, Simon? From whom do the kings of the earth collect customs or poll-tax, from their sons or from strangers?”
With few exceptions, all ancient governments were autocratic, with power centered in one individual who passed on his royal legacy to his heirs. Whether caned pharaoh, emperor, or other such titles, all supreme rulers were included in the term kings, and they all assessed taxes to support their families as well as their governments. 

They don’t take it from their families.

All Christians Should Pay Taxes
The tax was required of Peter but not Jesus. Yet Jesus paid taxes. We are all to pay our taxes. This is interesting because this story is unique to Matthew, but it is understandable that he alone should record it since he had been a tax collector. He is saying that, however odious they seem, taxes even to the Roman government should be paid since what really matters is not the use pagans make of Christians’ money but we are about doing the business of preaching the gospel.
 As Jesus said in another place, “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s” (Mk. 12:17).
God Provides
Mt. 17:27, “27 However, not to give offense to them, go to the sea and cast a hook and take the first fish that comes up, and when you open its mouth you will find a shekel. Take that and give it to them for me and for yourself.”
This particular passage gives me great joy, especially because I live in Chicago where the taxes are high. Now I know of no pond where the fish have silver or golden shekels in their mouths. If you find one, I’d appreciate it if you let me know where it is!
But the point is, God will provide for you. Sometimes taxes are unfair, but we are still to pay them. 

Powerless in our Finances
Some of you feel so powerless in your finances. We are often in a situation in which the weight of financial burdens are crushing the life out of us. 
God Will Take Care of His Children
God will take care of his children, and so they must entrust themselves to his care. The purpose of the command of Jesus to Peter in v. 27 is both to show that God provides for the needs of his children and to tell Peter to be dependent on God to meet his needs. 
This is the meaning of the fourth petition of the Lord’s prayer, “Give us this day our daily bread” (6:11). This prayer is not a consumer demand for God to give more and more but an expression of our reliance on God to meet our needs.

God promises to give you today what you need today. He is faithful saints. He is faithful. Trust Him to “supply all your needs according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus!”

Conclusion
What should you do when you are powerless? Trust God. Lean on Him. Walk with Him. We cannot improve on the wisdom of Solomon this morning in Prov. 3:5-6, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. 6 In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.”
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