Message: A True Confession of Faith in Christ

Series: Kingdom Come


Confessing Christ
Matthew 16:1-17
___________________________________________

Kingdom Come! (Gospel of Matthew Series)

Prepared by: Matthew S. Black

Sunday, June 7, 2015, 10:30am at Living Hope Church of Roselle, Illinois TC "Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
“The Bible recognizes no faith that does not lead to obedience, nor does it recognize any obedience that does not spring from faith. The two are at opposite sides of the same coin.”
– A.W. Tozer
Announcements

1. Be faithful to Sunday School and the Evening Service
2. New Members class June 20
3. Baptism and testimony day will by June 21
4. Church Picnic this Saturday at 11am. Eat at 12pm sharp
5. Love Offering for Mack Tomlinson after service
O

pen your Bible to Matthew 16. We are continuing in our series in the book of Matthew entitled “Kingdom Come.” This morning we are looking at a message entitled: “A True Confession of Faith in Christ.”

Identity Theft
Have you ever heard of identity theft? The latest statistics from the Federal Trade Commission tell us that more than 9 million people in the USA will have their identity stolen in any given year. This means, somebody who you have never met opens up new accounts in your name and spends your hard-earned money as if they were really you. Identity theft costs $53 billion dollars each year and 300 million hours in lost time annually reconciling stolen accounts for these 9 million people.

There is another kind of identity theft going on. According to Operation World, about 85% of people in the United States of America claim to be Christians.
 The only thing one needs to do to solve identity theft is to take the genuine ID and compare it with the thief. Contrast the distinguishing characteristics of that identifying photo with the thief and all will be uncovered. 

We do not want anyone to have that scenerio play out on Judgment Day when the Righteous Judge will inform a shocked multitude of professing Christians: “I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness” (Matthew 7:23). These were people who had preached in Christ’s name and done “many wonderful works”. They masqueraded as Christians outwardly, but inwardly they were lawless and used Christ for their own selfish purposes. They did not have the inward identifying marks of a Christian. 
I. A Counterfeit Confession of Faith, vs.1-12
Matthew 16:1-12, “And the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and to test him they asked him to show them a sign from heaven. 2 He answered them, “When it is evening, you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red.’ 3 And in the morning, ‘It will be stormy today, for the sky is red and threatening.’ You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret the signs of the times. 4 An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah.” So he left them and departed. 

Opposition to Jesus
It is not clear if Jesus has returned to Israel or if He is still in Decapolis healing. It seems He’s in that Gentile territory (Decapolis) and is tracked down by the Pharisees and Saducess. The opposition from Jewish leaders resurfaces: “The Pharisees and Sadducees came, and to test him they asked him to show them a sign from heaven” (16:1 ESV). The Pharisees and Sadducees were rival groups of leaders, so this is an unusual grouping. Here they operate together, for two reasons.5 First, they are the two main groups of the Sanhedrin, the ruling Jewish council (Acts 23:6). Second, they are united by a common opposition to Jesus.

The Pharisees and Sadducees held different views and were rivals and antagonists in the leadership of Israel. The Pharisees’ very name means “separated,” and they separated themselves by strict observance of the law and traditions of Israel. They were the most spiritual people of the time. Although their zeal for the law drew them into legalism and a sad preoccupation with minutia, which Jesus condemned, they nevertheless believed in all the right things: a supernatural written revelation from God (our Old Testament), miracles, the coming of the Messiah, the resurrection, and a final judgment at the end of time. The Sadducees were modernists. They did not believe in miracles, and although they looked for a Messiah, the Messiah they looked for was no more than an effective political leader.

Rebellion Cloaked in Religion
So these two groups that oppose each other, unite to oppose Jesus. More than likely they were representing the Sanhedrin, which included both groups, and this was probably an official delegation. The narrative flow suggests that they were waiting in Galilee for Jesus, anticipating his return from the north, and that they confronted him as soon as he arrived. Matthew says that they wanted to discredit him by demanding a miracle that he either could not or would not perform. 
They want to see a miracle. It sounds like a pious and religious thing to do. But their motive to see a miracle is not from faith. Their faith is a cloak for their rebellion. They don’t actually like Jesus because He’s too demanding. They don’t want to lose their life. They don’t want to take up their cross. So many counterfeit Christians cloak their rebellion in religious excuses such as…
· “God wants me to be happy, so I’ll disobey the Bible. God wants me to be happy right?” 

· “People at church are unloving or imperfect, so it’s not the place for me.”

· “No one at church can find out about my sin, so I will hide it and live in the shadows instead of getting help.”

Testing the Lord

It took a great deal of unbelief to ask for a sign from Jesus after he had already given so many. Matthew alone has told us about his healing the sick, casting out demons, calming storms on the Sea of Galilee, feeding the hungry, even raising the dead. Most, if not all, of these miracles must have been reported to these leaders, which is why they had come to challenge Jesus. But it was not really a sign they were after. They hated Jesus for who he was, and their demand was really only an attempt to discredit him.

“Show us a sign! Show us a sign from heaven!”

At this same point in the next Gospel, Mark tells us that Jesus “sighed deeply” (Mark. 8:12), so we may conclude that Jesus’ answer came from a heavy heart. He was distressed at the fierce unbelief and lack of spiritual understanding of those who should have been leading Israel to believe on him as their Messiah. “2 He answered them, “When it is evening, you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red.’ 3 And in the morning, ‘It will be stormy today, for the sky is red and threatening.’ You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret the signs of the times. 4 An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah.” So he left them and departed.” (vv. 2–4). Those last words are ominous with meaning.

The Sign of Jonah
Of course you remember the Old Testament story of Jonah.  While on a boat running from God’s call, during a great storm he asked the pagan leaders of that ship to throw him overboard.  He was as good as dead for 3 days and 3 nights, and then was miraculously “resurrected” if you will, to bring repentance to Nineveh.
Reading the Weather
The leaders’ had excellent skill in predicting changes in the weather. We have almost the same saying: “Red sky at night: sailors’ delight. Red sky at morning: sailors take warning.” Yet we might be closer to Christ’s meaning if we compare his saying to our preoccupation with weather reports. Some people watch the evening news on television chiefly to see the weather predictions, which are really quite amazing. We have satellite pictures that display cloud cover and moisture density; computer generated graphics of clouds, rain, and snow patterns; live pictures of hurricanes, floods, and blizzards; and five-day forecasts—all on a global scale, if we want it. It is quite remarkable.

Jesus’ hearers could not see that the Christ had come!  They did not recognize His kingdom. They would not receive His forgiveness. They were much better at reading the weather that sensing what God was doing.

Wouldn’t Jesus say to us, if he were here to speak to us directly, “You know how to forecast the weather, but you cannot interpret the times in which you live. I came, I died for sin, I have been raised from the dead, and all that means nothing to most of you. I want to use you. I want to save this world. You worry far more about the weather than my Kingdom and where you will spend eternity.”
A Counterfeit Confession
The Pharisees thought they had a faithful confession. They had knew their Bible well.  But the Pharisees were counterfeits. As part of the Sanhedrin they confessed faith in YHWH, that their hearts were circumcised, that they were the ones full of faith. 
The Leaven of the Pharisees
Hypocrisy is contagious.  It spreads like leaven in bread or like an infectious disease. Listen to the Lord warn his disciples about duplicitous living. Matthew 16:5, “When the disciples reached the other side, they had forgotten to bring any bread. 6 Jesus said to them, “Watch and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 7 And they began discussing it among themselves, saying, “We brought no bread.” 8 But Jesus, aware of this, said, “O you of little faith, why are you discussing among yourselves the fact that you have no bread? 9 Do you not yet perceive? Do you not remember the five loaves for the five thousand, and how many baskets you gathered? 10 Or the seven loaves for the four thousand, and how many baskets you gathered? 11 How is it that you fail to understand that I did not speak about bread? Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 12 Then they understood that he did not tell them to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”

Historically speaking, the teaching of Pharisee and Sadducee was quite different. The Pharisees were (1) popular, (2) indifferent to politics (so long as the government let them pursue holiness their way), and (3) intent upon combining Scripture with their traditions. The Sadducees were the opposite on every point. But in Jesus’ day both shared one dangerous “teaching” or idea: they would never believe in Jesus unless he gave public miracles that compelled faith.

Little Faith

The disciples had seen the miracles of the loaves among the Jews and Gentiles.  Two similar miracles with loaves and fish. They experienced His power. But they were immature. They had faith, but it was “little faith.” Sometimes new believers stumble over the most obvious things. They were worried about food, but He wanted to teach them about eternal things.
New Christians struggle with “little faith” at times.  Some of us who are more mature sometimes struggle too. We worry about food, or relationships, or work, instead of trusting Jesus who can multiply bread if they need it.  

Do you see what Jesus is doing here? He’s compelling the disciples to trust fully and completely in Christ for all their needs SO THAT they can grow in eternal things. But they are discussing their lack of food, and it’s a distraction from the more important things Jesus wants to teach them.

What is Distracting You?

For the disciples it was bread.  What is distracting you? Is it a deep trial you are going through, and you don’t know how it will get resolved? Is it difficulty in relationships? Is it that you are single? Is it that you are married? Is it financial difficulties?

We are all prone to get fixated on the less important. Listen, whatever it is, Jesus can do miracles to help you.  You are going to be ok. No matter what it is, He’s got a purpose and a plan for every trial and heartache you have. No heartache is ever in vain if you are God’s precious child. 

Don’t Be Fooled by Counterfeit Faith
Jesus is clear in Matthew 16:12, “Then they understood that he did not tell them to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”
The word “beware,” means to “guard against.” The Greek is one word; it means to stay alert, to consider carefully, to turn the mind to something

This is a command we ought to remember as well.  These Pharisees confessed to knowing the Lord. They had all the outward evidences of salvation. They looked like sheep, but they were goats.  Jesus called it “leaven.”  What is leaven?

Leaven is yeast that you put in bread to make it rise. In the Bible it’s often used as an illustration of something that spreads, slowly but powerfully. 
At Passover, one of the greatest Jewish festivals, all leaven had to be cleared out of the house, commemorating the time when the children of Israel left Egypt in such a hurry that they didn’t have time to bake leavened bread, and so ate it unleavened. 
Gradually, ‘leaven’ became a symbol not for something that makes bread more palatable, but for something that makes it less pure. Warning against the ‘leaven’ of someone’s teaching meant warning against ways in which the true message of God’s kingdom could be corrupted, diluted, or (as we say, referring to beverages rather than bread), ‘watered down’.
 Have you ever had watered down soda? 

So the legalistic teaching of the Pharisees rendered them “watered-down” believers. They had the form of godliness, but they had no punch or power in their holiness. Their religion was difficult, not joyous.

I tell you today, beware of the leaven of counterfeit churches and counterfeit pastors, and counterfeit teachings that take away the power of the transformed life. I say down with legalism that chokes out love.  I say down with a kind of love that chokes out holiness. 
A Theology of Discernment
The Bible blesses those who have wisdom or discernment. When Solomon became king, the Lord offered to grant him one request. He asked for “a discerning heart” to govern God’s people. The Bible says the Lord was pleased and granted him what he asked—a wise and discerning heart—then added riches and honor as well (1 Kings 3:5–14). To this day, the Lord offers wisdom to those who ask for it (James 1:5). So let us ask and so claim the wisdom the Lord offers.

A believer has a new mind (Eph. 4:18–24), but we also pray for a new mind, so we can “discern what is best and … be pure and blameless” (Phil. 1:9–11). We are transformed by the renewing of our minds (Rom. 12:2). Paul says, “Test everything; hold fast what is good” (1 Thess. 5:21 ESV). John commands his children to test the spirits (1 John 4:1). Testing promotes godliness by helping us see reality God’s way.

II. A Genuine Confession of Faith, vs.13-20
Matthew 16:13, “Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 
A genuine confession of faith is the result of a converted heart. Jesus is giving His disciples every opportunity to confess Him as Lord and Christ (or we might say “King” or “Sovereign”). This is who Jesus is.  He is the Christ, which literally means “the Anointed One.” He is the Anointed Sovereign King of the universe. 

In days of old prophets would anoint the kings of Israel. And so Jesus is the ultimate “Anointed One.” He is the Christ.  This is our confession.  This is what Jesus came to reveal.

The Training of the Twelve
Jesus’ ministry priority in the world was to reveal Himself – to teach and to demonstrate who He was. He therefore began the examination by asking His disciples asking, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”
 He has been training them for 3 years, and this is their first major exam. Now, class, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” (verse 13). 
Jesus had left Decapolis. He was outside of Israel.  No longer was He mainly calling Israel to repentance.  Instead He was training the twelve who would turn the world upside down. 
Caesarea Philippi

When Jesus wanted to put the primary question of His messiahship to His followers He took them well away from their normal sphere of activity. Caesarea Philippi is in the far north of the land of Israel, well outside Israel’s territory – a good two days’ walk from the sea of Galilee. 
The city of Caesarea Philippi was originally named Paneas (or Panias), after the Greek god Pan, who, according to pagan mythology, was born in a nearby cave. Caesar Augustus had given the region to Herod the Great, who built a temple in Paneas in honor of the emperor. Herod’s son, Philip the tetrarch, inherited the land, greatly enlarged the city, and renamed it after Caesar. He added the name Philippi both to gain honor for himself and to distinguish this Caesarea from the one on the Mediterranean coast west of Jerusalem.

Caesarea Philippi was located some 25 miles northeast of the Sea of Galilee and 40 miles southwest of Damascus, on a beautiful plateau near the headwaters of the Jordan River. A few miles to the north, snow-covered Mount Hermon rose to a height of more than 9,000 feet above sea level. On clear days the majestic mountain can easily be seen from northern Galilee towns such as Capernaum, Cana, and Nazareth.

Even the form of his question, here in Matthew’s gospel at least, is oblique: ‘Who do people say the son of man is?’, that is, ‘Who do people say that this person here, in other words (but without saying it) I myself, am?’ Jesus must have known the answer he would get, but he wanted the disciples to say it out loud.

The Common Confession: a Prophet
The disciples reported what the congenial majority said: “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets” (16:14). There was hope that Elijah would return some day (Mal. 4:5). Some also thought Jeremiah might return (2 Esdras 2:18; 2 Maccabees 2:4-8).

In the apocryphal book of 2 Maccabees (2:4–8), Jeremiah is said to have taken the Ark of the Covenant and the altar of incense out of the Temple and hidden them on Mount Nebo in order to preserve them from desecration and destruction by the Babylonians. Some Jews thought that before the Messiah returned to establish His kingdom, Jeremiah would return to earth and restore the Ark and the altar to their proper places in the Temple. The same apocryphal book pictures a white-bearded Jeremiah handing a golden sword to the great Jewish hero Judas Maccabaeus to use in overthrowing the Greeks (15:12–16).
Some of the people perhaps saw in Jesus something of the character and message of John the Baptist. Some saw in Him the fire and intensity of Elijah; and still others saw in Him the lament and grief of Jeremiah. In all three of those identities, however, Jesus was thought to be only the Messiah’s forerunner, who had come back to life with God-given miraculous powers.

Not Quite the Messiah?
In each instance the people considered Jesus to be a forerunner of the Messiah but not the Messiah Himself. They could not deny His supernatural power, but they would not accept Him as Messiah and Savior. They came as dose to God’s ultimate truth as they could without fully recognizing and accepting it.
Who Do You Say that I Am?

After the disciples reported what the multitudes were saying about Him, Jesus then asked, “But who do you say that I am?” The Twelve knew that most of the people’s views of Jesus were inadequate. Now they had to answer for themselves.
You are the Christ!!
As usual (see, e.g., Matt. 15:15; 19:27; John 6:68), Simon Peter was the spokesman, “the director of the apostolic choir,” as Chrysostom called him. Also as usual, his comments were brief, emphatic, and decisive: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Christ is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew Messiah, God’s predicted and long-awaited deliverer of Israel, the supreme “Anointed One,” the coming High Priest, King, Prophet, and Savior. To say Jesus is the Christ is to say He is the rightful ruler and King of the earth. Without hesitation Peter declared Jesus to be the Messiah, whereas the multitudes of Jews believed Him to be only the Messiah’s precursor.
Now, at last, the truth of Jesus’ divinity and messiahship was established in their minds beyond question. He was indeed the Christ, the Son of the living God. God’s own Spirit had now imbedded the truth indelibly in their hearts.
As evidenced by numerous things the Twelve later said and did, they did not at this time have a full comprehension of the Trinity or even of the full nature and work of Christ. But they knew Jesus was truly the Christ and that He was truly divine, the Son of the living God. Son reflects the idea of oneness in essence, because a son is one in nature with his father. So Jesus Christ was one in nature with God the Father (cf. John 5:17–18; 10:30–33).

Supremely Blessed
Those who truly confess that Jesus is God, which is to confess Him as Lord and Savior (1 John 4:14–15), are divinely and eternally blessed. They are “blessed … with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,” chosen “in Him before the foundation of the world … [to] be holy and blameless before Him,” and “in love [are] predestined … to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself” (Eph. 1:3–5). God pours out all His supernatural resources on those who come to Him through faith in His Son, because through Him they become God’s own children.

The Divine Origin of Faith
“It is, and always is, the Father who gives saving faith.”
 Matthew 16:17, “And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.”

The disciples were not finally convinced of Jesus’ messiahship and divinity merely because of His teaching or His miracles, amazing as those were. Those things alone were not sufficient to convince the Twelve. Jesus said in John 6:44, “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him.” The drawing precedes the coming. They needed the intervention of God’s Spirit to open their hearts and eyes.  “No man comes to the Man’s human capabilities, here represented by the metonym flesh and blood, cannot bring understanding of the things of God (cf. 1 Cor. 2:14). The Father Himself must reveal them and bring understanding of His Son to human minds.

It Wasn’t You that Opened the Door to God’s Kingdom

If you haven’t figured that out yet, you need to now. It wasn’t anything inside you that opened the door to the kingdom of heaven to see Jesus as Messiah. It was God; it was all his gracious and merciful work. It was he who predestined, elected, and loved you.

We were “dead in our trespasses and sins” but God “made us alive” and “seated us in the heavenly places” in Christ (Ephesians 2:1-6).
Jonathan Edwards Quote

Listen to a quote from Jonathan Edwards describing the greatness of God opening the eyes of a sinner. He says: “I am bold to say, that the work of God in the conversion of one soul … is a more glorious work of God than the creation of the whole material world.”

On This Rock
Matthew 16:18, “And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”
Petras which means “the rock,” is Simon Barjona’s nickname. Paul tells us in Ephesians 2:20 that the church is “built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone.”
Christ is going to build His church on the apostolic teaching that Jesus is the Christ! What a confession!  Paul says, “No man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 3:11). The Lord builds the church on the truth of Himself.

Peter, the Leading Apostle
In all four gospel accounts Peter is clearly the leading apostle, and he remains so through Acts 10. He was most often the Twelve’s spokesman during Jesus’ earthly ministry (see, e.g., Matt. 15:15; 19:27; John 6:68), and he was the chief preacher, leader, and worker of miracles in the early years of the church (see, e.g., Acts 1:15–22; 2:14–40; 3:4–6, 12–26; 5:3–10, 15, 29).

Peter’s Declaration
Peter, with this declaration of faith, will be the starting point of this community. Peter has much to learn, and many failures to overcome—including one in the very next paragraph, where he tells Jesus he will not go to the Cross. But even this is part of the process. Jesus’ new community, after all, will consist simply of forgiven sinners.

Jesus designs and builds something more important than an actual city, or an actual Temple. He is going to build a precious community of all those who give allegiance to Him as God’s anointed King. And this community starts then and there, at Caesarea Philippi, with Peter’s declaration: “You are the Christ the Son of the living God!”
What is the Church?
Here is one of the mountaintops of the book of Matthew. Peter confesses as we all should confess: Jesus is the Christ!  He’s the King of all kings and Lord of all lords. This is what the Gospel is built on. 

Jesus said, “I will build My church.” What is the church?  The word is ekklesia, or “a called out assembly.” God has been calling out people from this world for Himself and gathering them together.  He chased down Adam calling him out, “Adam where are you?” He called Abraham. He called 12 disciples. He’s calling you today to be separated from the world unto Him. 

According to John MacArthur: “Jesus was not saying, as some contend, that He had not built His church in the past. The idea is that He would continue to build His church just as He had always done. The term church is used here in a general, nontechnical sense and does not indicate the distinct body of believers that first came into existence at Pentecost.”
 

Simply put: the church is God’s people of all ages. The church fathers described the church in two ways: the church triumphant in heaven, and the church militant on earth! We are in a war.  Our enemy prowls about like a vicious lion seeking whom he may destroy. But we are on the winning side.  There is not condemnations for those in Christ. The gates of hell shall not prevail! The grave, and sin, and death are swallowed up in victory! 

Christ WILL Build His Church
Jesus said, “I will build My church,” it will be built. It is the divine promise of the divine Savior.  Christ cannot fail. No matter how decadent the rest of the world may become, Christ will build His church. Therefore, no matter how oppressive and hopeless our outward circumstances may appear from a human perspective, we as God’s people belong to a divine plan that cannot fail. Jesus is the divine and infallible Architect of the church of the living God.
The Gates of Hell Shall Not Prevail
Matthew 16:18b, “… I will build my church, and the gates of hell [Hades] shall not prevail against it.” Jesus claims that he will build an eternal, invincible assembly against which even the powers of the devil and of death are powerless.
The purpose of Hades’ gates is not to conquer but to imprison those behind from escaping.

The Gates of Hell [or Hades] is a Semitic expression for the threshold of the realm of death. The words used here suggest that death itself assaults Christ’s church, but death cannot crush us. The church will endure until Christ’s return, and no opposition, even widespread martyrdom of Christians or the oppression of the final antichrist can prevent the ultimate triumph of God’s purposes in history.

Christ will build His church!  And He will build it with people snatched from the Gates of Death and Hell. Not even death has any power to stop Jesus from building His church. No oppression, no trial you are going through can stop Christ building His church.

Satan Has No Power to Stop Christ 

The gates of Hades are not strong enough to overpower and keep imprisoned the people whom God is saving, whose Lord has conquered sin and death on her behalf (Rom. 8:2; cf. Acts 2:24). Jesus says: “Because I live, you shall live also” (John 14:19).
 “Greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world” (1 Jn. 4:4). 
Christ Wins!

How would you play a sport, any sport, if you knew in advance that you were going to win; Regardless of the score at any point during the event, in the end you would win? You could play the game for the joy of the game without concern over the outcome. In some ways, Christianity is like this personally and corporately.
The Church of Jesus Christ is victorious! We cannot fail! You see the Church does not consist of a building that can be burned to the ground, a religious system that can be outlawed, beautiful music that can be silenced, brilliant lights that can be turned off, or a holy book that can simply be discarded. The Church consists of all believers united under the banner that they have been saved by the Christ, the Son of the living God. And because nothing can separate us from the love of God through Christ, we can live a life of faithful obedience with joy, knowing that we cannot be defeated.
The Keys of the Kingdom
Matthew 16:19, “ I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” What are the keys to the Kingdom?
Ulrich Zwingli, a leader in the Protestant Reformation describes the keys: 
“The keys are nothing else than this: the preaching of the pure, unfalsified Word of the gospel. Whoever believes this [gospel] will be free of his sins and be saved. Whoever does not believe this will be damned (Mark 16:16).”

Current NT scholar Craig Blomberg explains it this way: “The imagery of keys that close and open, lock and unlock (based on Isa 22:22) … take the binding and loosing as referring to Christians’ making entrance to God’s kingdom available or unavailable to people through their witness, preaching, and ministry.”

The keys are the proclamation of the message: Jesus is the Christ – He is the King.  Submit to Him. Receive Him! 

Binding and Loosing

So what is this binding and loosing then?  It means to bind to the membership of the church or loose from the membership of the church. The basis of membership into the church is trust in Jesus Christ as King, or Lord and Savior. This is the message.  This is the basis upon which the door to heaven is unlocked. If you do not trust in Christ and surrender your life to Him as Christ and Lord, you have no basis for membership in His forever family. You are not a part of His Body. You must trust in Jesus as the King of your life! He is the Christ! Upon believing this, the apostles and the churches they established with pastors and elders that followed them have the responsibility to bind people to the church who have put their trust in Jesus as Lord. And anyone who does not live with Christ as the center of their life is loosed from the membership of the church. 

The Authority of the Church

We as the church of Jesus Christ have great authority.  It is the message we preach that has power over the realm of death. Our message that Christ died for sinners and is King can open the gates to eternal life. The church as well is the salt that is a preserving presence in this evil and sin-rotted world. The powers of death cannot prevail over it. Our message rescues people from the gates of Hades.

Christ’s church has authority to hold professing believers accountable by authenticating right living and disciplining those who fail to live according to Christ’s teaching (cf. 28:20a, “teaching them to keep everything I have commanded you.”
 Church leaders as representatives of Christ’s congregation, have the power to bind and loose people into membership in Christ’s church, based on the way they live. 

All this has been handed to us from Peter and the rest of the apostles. What Peter and the apostles are doing is on earth.  They have the keys to God’s heavenly Kingdom, but they are proclaiming the Gospel on earth, compelling people to believe in Christ. 

St. Peter at the Gate of Heaven, Not Correct!

So the idea of St. Peter standing in Heaven at the pearly gates with the keys tied around his waist comes from this text but is far removed from it. Peter’s duty is entirely earthly. Here on earth he is to preach the gospel—repentance, faith, obedience to the commands of Christ, the cost of discipleship—and those who receive that apostolic message receive Jesus, and the door to life opens wide.
 It’s not only what Peter does, but as Christ’s followers, we all have the keys to the kingdom! It is the message of faith in Christ as Savior and Lord.
Don’t Tell
And now Jesus does something we might think is peculiar, but it is infinitely wise. Matthew 16:20, “Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.” Jesus reminds the disciples that His church is a spiritual reality, as He warned them that they should tell no one that He was the Christ. 
Jesus often told his disciples to keep His messiahship a secret. Considering the political fervor Israel for revolution against Rome, it makes perfect sense. The Jewish people had nothing but erroneous speculations regarding Jesus’ identity (vv. 13–14). Jesus had come to be not a prophet but the Messiah, yet a messiah entirely different than any of them thought, including Jesus’ disciples (as will be seen in vv. 21–23 below). 
Most Jews, including the disciples, expected the Messiah to come as a conquering King, as a military and political leader to set them free from Rome, not as a Savior to set them free from sin. They awaited the messianic destruction of the Romans (cf. John 6:15), and Peter proved this when he drew his sword at Jesus’ arrest (cf. 26:51; John 18:10).

Jesus declared to Pilate, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world” (John 18:36). When Christians mix their faith with politics and various humanitarian causes, they run the risk of losing their spiritual focus. We must remember that political parties are not to be the instrument of the church’s program.
 We cannot legislate Christ’s Kingdom. His Kingdom cannot be received by force. 
This was the important reason Christ told them not to reveal that He was and is the promised King that would rule the world. The people misunderstood, and as we see right now, that Peter especially misunderstood Christ’s plan. Before the crown must come the Cross. 
III. The Cost of Confessing Christ, vs.21-24
Following Christ to the Cross

We are going to cover most of this point next week, but let me close by saying that confessing that you know Christ means that you follow Him to the cross.

Matthew 16:21-24, “From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”
24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.”
Peter did not understand the cost of following Christ. A true confession is followed by imitating Christ in His sacrifice. A person with genuine faith gives the evidence of that faith. “Faith without works is dead” James said (Jms. 2:17). God has foreordained good works to show that our faith is real (Eph. 2:10). 

The proof of your faith is that you take up Jesus’ cross.  As followers of Christ we gain our life by laying it down. We lay aside all earthly ambitions. We crucify our idols and lusts. We structure our lives around Christ’s Kingdom. We fight as soldiers and warriors against this present evil world.
The Cost of Confessing Christ
There is a great cost to confessing Christ. Someone sent me a quote from J.C. Ryle this week that summarizes the cost of truly confessing Christ. 
“It does cost something to be a real Christian, according to the standards of the Bible. There are enemies to be overcome, battles to be fought, sacrifices to be made, an Egypt to be forsaken, a wilderness to be passed through, a cross to be carried, a race to be run. Conversion is not putting a man in an armchair and taking him easily to heaven. It is beginning of a mighty conflict – a war, in which it costs much to win the victory. Hence arises the unspeakable importance of ‘counting the cost.’”

Conclusion

What is your confession? Many people do say they know Christ. But what does your life say? Have you laid aside your ambitions? Paul summed it up rightly. 

He said, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ lives in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me” (Gal. 2:20, KJV). We can all say, “For to me to live is Christ and to die is gain” (Phil. 1:21).  We say with Paul in Phil. 3:8, “I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ” (KJV). 

Let us gain life by laying it down! Don’t say you know Christ if you haven’t lost your life in Him. 
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