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Sunday, May 10, 2015, 10:30am at Living Hope Church of Roselle, Illinois TC "Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
“Salvation is from our side a choice; from the divine side it is a seizing upon, an apprehending, a conquest by the Most High God. Our accepting and willing are reactions rather than actions.” 
– A.W. Tozer
Announcements

1. Happy Mother’s Day, no Expositor’s Class
2. Men’s Retreat May 15-16
3. New Members class June 20
4. Baptism and testimony day will by June 21
5. May Mission Month – May 31 (Lazarus & Rachel Phiri and Phil Remmers – International Missions Dinner)
O

pen your Bible to Matthew 15. We are continuing in our series in the book of Matthew entitled “Kingdom Come.” This morning we are looking at a message entitled: "Genuine Faith.”
Happy Mother’s Day!  I’m wearing my “Whinnie the Pooh” tie in honor of all mothers and their children.  For many, Mother's Day is a devastatingly hard day. Some of us have lost have lost our mother we miss our mom. Some of you mothers have miscarried, or lost a child in death, and you have children waiting in heaven. Some of you are not able to have children, and that is radically devastating. But let us remember this: everyone needs a true mother. And all the spiritually mature ladies can fulfill that role. Many fulfilled it in my life. Thank you to all you ladies who are SPIRITUAL mothers, for truly you are blessed with children of the Kingdom forever.
Systematic Summary
The Bible teaches us that our faith is a divine seizing of us – it is a divine gift given to unworthy people. In the ordo salutus of Romans 8:30 says whom God predestined He also called, and whom He called He justified.  This salvation from God’s perspective.  A.W. Tozer rightly said: “Salvation is from our side a choice; [but] from the divine side it is a seizing upon, an apprehending, a conquest by the Most High God. Our accepting and willing are reactions rather than actions.” 

Five Perspectives of Faith in Matthew 15
This morning we are going to see the nature of true faith.  It is a divine gift given to unworthy people.  This truth is designed to give us comfort and rest that we might respond in gratitude and thanksgiving to an infinitely generous God. This morning, we are going to see five perspective of faith in Matthew 15:
· An Example of False Faith, vs. 1-9
· The Divine Author of Faith, vs. 10-20

· An Example of True Faith, vs. 21-28 – Decapolis woman in complete humility
· Faith without Borders, vs. 29-31
· The Faith Meal in a New Community, vs. 32-39

The Proverbial Lightbulb Joke
All churches have jokes about the power of tradition. How many Anglicans (or Methodists, or Baptists, or Roman Catholics … or whatever you like) does it take to change a light bulb? Five, comes the answer: one to change the bulb, and four to talk about how good the old bulb was.
  Tradition can be just as dangerous as novel changes of doctrine. But faith does not come by keeping traditions, but by truly hearing the Word of God.  

The first people we are introduced to had the Word of God, but ignored it.  Isn’t that frightening? And they believed they were true believers because of the traditions and rules that they followed.
I. An Example of False Faith, vs. 1-9
Matthew 15:1, “Then Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem…” Why are they coming to Jesus? Do they love His teaching? No, this is a very clear example as we are about to see of false faith.  This is a special delegation from Jerusalem. These are very important men who hold to the covenantal faith of Abraham, Moses, and David, but to them is a sadly a false faith.  They have turned it into a formalistic outward list of do’s and don’ts.
 The drama begins when the religious leaders of Israel come to investigate Jesus, suspecting that he is both wrong and dangerous. 

Leaders Can Be Lost

You see these were leaders in the Jewish church, with a high position, but they were lost! They were all from faithful families.  They all knew the Bible well. But they didn’t know the God of the Bible that well.  They did not recognize His Son when they came to visit Him.

Hatching a Plan

Since Pharisees and scribes from Jerusalem would not normally carry on their work in Galilee, it is likely their fellow religionists there had requested help in confronting Jesus, possibly channeling their request through the Sanhedrin, the high Jewish council. Jerusalem was the location of the Temple and of the most eminent schools of Judaism; and therefore this delegation doubtlessly carried heavy ecclesiastical weight.
 

Why would these important people come all the way to the northern countryside (for Gennesaret is not even a town)? As an official delegation, they are investigating this popular teacher who behaves rather suspiciously. They came to confront this Jesus.

This Ends with Jesus Hanging on a Cross
This is not going to end well. This is “a foretaste of the confrontation to come.”
 The mention of Jerusalem stresses the hostility of the leaders and moves the action toward the climactic scene with Jesus hanging on a Roman cross. It was unusual for such a lofty group to visit this backwater area of Galilee. 
Transgressing Oral Tradition

Vs. 2, “Why do your disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when they eat.” They literally are saying, “your disciples are in present violation” of our traditions.
 The Pharisees called their oral interpretation of the Torah “the tradition of the elders.”

In Jesus’ time these rules for the conduct of daily lives were transmitted orally but later were written in the Mishnah which you can read today, and it is filled with minute details on the washing of hands.

Their Hearts Far from God

What? Jesus is healing and doing great miracles.  Blind are seeing. The dead are raised.  And they want to know about dirty hands?

It’s like a reporter asking a firefighter just after he has rescued a baby from a burning building, “Now, sir, I’ve heard that your brother eats meat on Fridays during Lent. Is that true?” What? Meat? Lent? My brother? What kind of a question is that? Considering all Jesus has done and taught, they could have (should have) come up with a better question than that. But that’s just part of the disease. Spiritually blind people—then and now—are always asking the wrong questions because their hearts are far from God.

The Actual Transgression
Jesus answers by telling them that the ones actually in violation are not Jesus’ disciples, but the Pharisees!  Verse 3, “He answered them, “And why do you break the commandment of God for the sake of your tradition?” The Pharisees elevated their rules to the level of God’s law. 

Why is a grievous sin?  It is because of how serious a violation of God’s law is.  If a person persists in disobedience to God’s law as a pattern of life, what is the consequence?  Damnation.  No liar, no adulterer, no one who has a pattern of disobedience in their lives will enter into heaven.  That is not to say Christians don’t sin, but we hate sin, and we are those who are rooting out these patterns of sin in our lives.

The Danger of Formalism

Having said that, there are many who are good at faking faith.  One way people fake faith is with legalism and formalism. They put lots of extra rules around them that makes them look righteous. They are spiritually dead people propped up by rules and tradition. Some of the greatest children of hell are legalists who are filled not with love, but with self-righteousness and condemnation for all who are not like them. The true test of faith is the new birth. All who have been given a new heart and Spirit are filled with a growing love for God and others. 
Let me give you an example of this wrong thinking.  The Pharisees, said, you know someone who is really faithful, washes their hands before they eat.  That’s our rule, and it shows they are true believers.  

What does that look like today? Someone says, I know how you can really know someone is a Christian.  

· A real Christian doesn’t drink alcohol

· A real Christian doesn’t dance
· A real Christian will use a certain kind of schooling option – home, Christian, public
· A real Christian has a certain End-times view
· A real Christian follows ___________ leader
· A real Christian listens to only hymns
· A real Christian never goes to a movie theater

· A real Christian dresses modestly

Don’t get me wrong, some Christians choose not to drink.  I am one of them. But that’s not a test of someone’s faith. Christians should dress modestly, but we are all on a journey, and we may have different ideas about all of these things at different times in our lives.  
The New Birth Not Rule Keeping Saves Us

Regardless of your stance on these things, we know that only one thing makes you or me a Christian, and that is the NEW BIRTH!  We have a nature change, and we are in Christ, and we are growing and changing in Christ. 

We can all keep the rules and be totally lost.  Listen, convictions are fine.  I have a certain opinion about end times. I have an opinion about all of the issues we spoke of. But we must never elevate our own convictions to the level of the inspired and infallible Word of God.
Personal Testimony
I grew up in a fundamentalist tradition where it was essential not to go to movies, play cards, dance, or drink wine. In and of themselves those are not necessarily bad things to avoid, but they became the external signs of a true Christian.
Moreover, many of those who carefully kept those rules failed to observe the weightier matters of God’s Word, like love, compassion, and mercy. 
There are parents who are more concerned that their child might choose a livelier type of music than that their child is born again. 

I have seen many children rebel against Christianity because they observed the hypocrisy or at least legalism of their parents. Our lifestyle as well as our doctrinal system must at all times flow out of the demands of God’s revealed truths, not just out of church tradition.

An Example of Zealous and Enthusiastic Legalism

Now false faith is not void of enthusiasm and dedication. They commanded people to do a good thing- give generously to the Temple, but they did it in a way that violates God’s law.
 4 For God commanded, ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, ‘Whoever reviles father or mother must surely die.’ 5 But you say, ‘If anyone tells his father or his mother, “What you would have gained from me is given to God,” 6 he need not honor his father.’
In the Ten Commandments themselves, the Israelites were commanded to honor their parents. This meant, not least, looking after them in their old age. But in the Pharisees’ traditions it was permitted that someone might make a gift to the Temple of an equivalent amount to what they might have spent on their parents. If they did that, they were deemed to be under no further obligation. This had an obvious benefit to the Temple, and indeed might give the appearance of great piety. But it undermined the whole point of the law.

So the Pharisees were zealous about a law where they would take the money they would normally use to take care of aged parents, and give it to the Temple offering.  The Pharisees by doing this voided a greater law: to honor father and mother. Jesus says, “You are setting aside the Law of God.”
Worthless Worship

Jesus quotes Isaiah 29:13 in order to make His point: 

Verse 6b, “So for the sake of your tradition you have made void the word of God. 7 You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, when he said:

8 ‘This people honors me with their lips,
    but their heart is far from me;
9 in vain do they worship me,
    teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’” (Isa. 29:13)
Jesus says that their entire understanding of religion is wrong, that their hearts are “far from” God, and that their worship of God is in “vain” (vv. 8–9).

The Pharisees say the right things, but their hearts are not in it. They have good words, but not good works, which shows their hearts are far from the Lord. They say they honor their parents, they say they worship God, but they do neither. The Pharisees fulfilled the rites and rituals of worship. They prayed, read the law, sang songs, offered gifts, and fasted, but they slowly came to honor their own teachings more than they honored God’s word. For this reason their worship was vain and worthless.

Pharisees Were not Born Again
The Pharisees were zealous, but they were only acting as if they truly knew God.  These people were faithful in every way, but they were not born again! 
We are prone to do the same thing. We can raise our children to be a good church goer without teaching them the weightier matters of God’s Word, like being born again!  
II. The Divine Author of Faith, vs. 10-20
What Defiles a Person
Matthew 15:10-12, “And he called the people to him and said to them, “Hear and understand: 11 it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but what comes out of the mouth; this defiles a person.” 12 Then the disciples came and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this saying?” 
The Biggest Problem is Not Dirty Hands
It’s not dirty hands that are the problem.  It’s that we all have a dirty heart.  Traditions cannot cleanse our hearts.  We need faith in a loving God, a God who will cleanse us from our sins. We know now that Christ came to take the full punishment for our sins so that we would not be punished.
Our Greatest Need – the Gift of Divine Faith
Jesus answered the Pharisees with the answer to the greatest question.  How can a person get their heart cleansed? Matthew 15:10-12, “Jesus answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be rooted up. 14 Let them alone; they are blind guides. And if the blind lead the blind, both will fall into a pit.” 15 But Peter said to him, “Explain the parable to us.” 16 And he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17 Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth passes into the stomach and is expelled? 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this defiles a person. 19 For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are what defile a person. But to eat with unwashed hands does not defile anyone.”
Jesus says to the future Apostle, Simon Peter – the greatest problem is a person’s heart.  Dear friend today, aren’t you tired of your wild heart? What we all need is the new birth.  And only the Father can give the gift of divine faith. Listen to Jesus in verse 10, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be rooted up.”
The Filth of the Heart Not Yet Cleansed
Someone very correctly said, “The filth of the [toilet] is not so great as that of a human heart not yet cleansed.”
  Listen, no amount of moralism can change you and save you.  You need a nature change.  Without it, you are a blind guide that will be rooted up and thrown into hell if you don’t repent.
Paul says salvation is never through legalism.  It’s by grace.  He says: “The kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Romans 14:17).

The Father is seeking “true worshippers” who will worship him “in spirit and truth” (John 4:23), and that only the pure in heart shall see God (5:8).

We are Incapable of Saving Ourselves
True faith is not ethics, or tradition, or religious practice, or even good theology. True faith certainly has an object. That object is Jesus Christ and Him crucified for our sins and rose again for our justification. We are sinners, incapable of self-reform.
 We cannot save ourselves.  Self reform makes a greater mess!  
Remember what Jesus said in Matthew 11:27b-30, “no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
Thabiti Anyabwile Divine Conversion Quote

We must be set free from our sinful nature. Thabiti Anyabwile recently wrote about conversion and he said: “Conversion is the radical turn from an enslaved life of pursuing sin to a free life of pursuing and worshiping God. Conversion is a change so dramatic that it requires the intervention of God the Holy Spirit.”
To be saved, you must be “planted by the Father.” Jesus says in the parallel passage in John 6:37-39, “All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day.”

Jesus the Author of our Faith

Listen, “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.”  God engenders faith through the Word. Faith is a gift from God according to Eph. 2. Aren’t you glad that Jesus is the Author and Finisher of our faith.  What He begins in us He promises to complete (Phil. 1:6). 
III. An Example of True Faith, vs. 21-28
· Decapolis woman in complete humility

Many Will Come from East and West
Jesus predicted that the kingdom of God would be given over to the Gentiles.  Remember in Matthew 8, when a centurion had more faith than the people of Israel?  Jesus said in Matthew 8:11, “I tell you, many will come from east and west [OUTSIDE OF ISRAEL] and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 12 while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
Unclean Gentile Land: Tyre and Sidon
Matthew 15:21, “21 And Jesus went [FAR] away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon.” Jesus left Gennesaret and travelled far – about 30 miles northwest – to the land of Phoenicia to the cities of Tyre and Sidon. Jesus has another massive pivot in His ministry, and He begins focusing on the 12 disciples to further train them for His soon departure. 

In Matthew 15:21–28, Jesus travels north of Galilee to the region of Tyre and Sidon. It is a Gentile area, so he is certain to contact “unclean” Gentiles there. Soon enough, he does meet a woman whom the Pharisees would call unclean.

The irony is that though the woman is a sinner, she is no different than the self-righteous Pharisees.  But she is in a better position.  She sees her sin. 

The Faith of a Canaanite Woman 

Jesus and the disciples have been trying to find rest and solitude (cf. 14:22).  They travel about thirty miles northwest from Gennesaret to the vicinity of the ancient Phoenician cities Tyre and Sidon. Yet even there they find no peace. 
Because—Look!—Matthew exclaims, a Canaanite woman comes out from her village or home, shouting.  Let’s read about it.

Matthew 15:21, “21 And Jesus went [FAR] away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying [shouting], “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.”  What a great story for mother’s day.  

The Pain of Her Daughter Brings Her to Jesus

A pagan mother pleading for her daughter.  The pain of her own daughter brings her to Jesus.
The Humility of Faith

I want you to see in this woman the humility of true faith. 

First, she is a Canaanite, a pagan living in a pagan land. Yet she seems to know about Jesus’ power, so that she approaches him for help. 
Second, she pleads for help with a loud, persistent voice. Depending on the translation, she cries out or shouts. The Greek verb translated “crying out” is in the imperfect tense, suggesting that she does this continually or repeatedly. The disciples are annoyed, for “she keeps crying out after us” (15:23). 
Third, she knows who Jesus is. She calls him “Lord” and “Son of David.” She pleads no merit, but begs for grace. 
Fourth, the situation is serious. Her daughter is terribly oppressed by a demon. Such tragedies do not happen by accident. A girl does not fall under the sway of demonic forces at random. Someone in her family yielded to the dreadful demonic powers of evil.

Titles of Christ
For centuries, the Canaanites were enemies of Israel. Yet this woman comes to the Jewish Messiah for blessing. Despite the woman’s desperate pleas, Jesus ignored her at first.
Why Did Jesus Ignore This Woman?
Matthew 15:23-26, " 23 But he did not answer her a word. And his disciples came and begged him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying out after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 And he answered, “It is not right to take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs.” 
Jesus is not inclined to grant that blessing. He says she has no right to the blessings of God’s people: “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (15:24 ESV). This is puzzling. Jesus often ministered to Gentiles on previous occasions. 
· Galilee was about 50 percent Gentile, and Jesus often served Gentiles there. When Jesus crossed to the eastern side of Galilee, he ministered in Gentile regions. 
· Furthermore, the Gospels say Jesus prayed for all peoples (John 17). 
· He came to give life to all who believe in him (John 3). 
· Then, at the end of his life on earth, he sent his disciples into the world to make disciples of the nations (Matt. 28:18–20).

Earlier, by contrast, Jesus did tell his disciples, “Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel” (10:5–6). On the other hand, just a few sentences later, Jesus told them they would later go to the Gentiles (10:18).

To the Jew First, then to the Gentile

We explain this apparent paradox through the concept of the plan of redemption. Paul says the Gospel is the "Jew first, and also to the Gentile." 

The plan is illustrating something amazing. That all who have the faith of Abraham are children of Abraham whether they are physical Jews or not.

As Paul says in Gal. 3:28-29, "[In Christ] there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 Andif you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise."

 The plan has a historical element, so that it unfolds over time. The Lord chose Israel as a sort of nursery or greenhouse for the nurture of true faith. Israel was a school for faith. The Lord taught Israel his nature and his will. 
Jesus is the Perfect King, Priest, and Prophet

He pictured the coming of Christ through Israel. He established institutions, such as his temple for worship, and established offices, such as prophet, priest, king, and judge. 
Jesus later took these offices to their perfection. He is the perfect King, he offered the safety and prosperity that other kings failed to deliver. The perfect priest, he offered the final sacrifice for sin. The final prophet, he gave Israel a vision of a better future and began to bring that future.

So Jesus is about to expand His Kingdom in a deliberate, intentional way.  He's bringing prophecies to pass.  He's giving a foretaste of Pentecost by showing the true nature of faith.

Bread for Dogs
Matthew 15:26, "26 And he answered, “It is not right to take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs.” 
And then Jesus replies with his “dog” comment: “It is not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs” (v. 26). What is he talking about? Well, she knows what he’s talking about. Here “the children” (the children of God) symbolizes “Israel” and the “dogs” the Gentiles. 
Though I don't want to admit it, I have a few Irish relatives.  And someone might call my Irish great great grandfather a paddy (for the great Irish missionary Patrick or Padraic in Gaelic), and someone might (even still today) call those big police vans paddy wagons (for those troublesome  Irishmen), so the Jews of Jesus’ day, as a ethnic/racial slur, called Gentiles “dogs.”

The True Nature of Faith

Matthew 15:27-29, "She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly."

The Canaanite woman confessed that she deserved nothing: “Yes, Lord, but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table” (15:27). A crumb would be enough!

Look at her faith.  Jesus keeps telling her know. .Each time she perseveres, she proves her faith is genuine.  This is the kind of person that Jesus calls, whether Jew or Gentile. And Jesus brings her into the kingdom. All persistent faith gets an answer! 

God calls the weak things of the world to confound the mighty!  Paul says in 1 Cor. 1:26-29, "For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of God."
So Jesus calls a "nothing" woman who was a Gentile dog, because that's what the kingdom is made of!!  We are all broken and dirty and in need of the unrelenting love of Christ.

As a Mother Does Not Demand or Boast

This Canaanite mother does not stay to argue that her claims are as good as anyone else’s. The pain of her daughter has led her to Christ. She does not discuss whether Jew is better than Gentile, or Gentile as good as Jew. 
All she knows is that her daughter is grievously tormented, that she needs supernatural help, and that here in the person of the Lord, the son of David is one who is able to give her that help.
 

Thank God for your Pain!

Some of you need to thank God for your pain.  It is your pain that is leading you to Christ. C.S. Lewis once said, "Pain is God's megaphone." It might be the pain of a son or daughter suffering. It might be the pain of singleness. It might be the pain of marriage. But has led you to Christ.  Rejoice!!!

Training the Disciples to Reach the Gentiles
Jesus is doing something else as well. What Jesus is chiefly doing in this middle section of Matthew is training his disciples. Jesus wanted to highlight what he was about to do, namely, bring the Gospel to the Gentiles.
The opening to the Gentile woman leads to the story of the feeding of the four thousand Gentiles in verses 29–39 and to the confession of Peter in chapter 16, all of which were part of the disciples’ training. The incidents were important enough that Matthew remembered them and included them in his Gospel.

Matthew's Gospel, a Message Not only to Jews, but also Gentiles

Matthew’s Gospel, which is rightly understood as being the most Jewish of the Gospels, is arguably the most Gentile as well. 
· Think of Matthew’s genealogy, which includes Gentiles. 
· Think of the visit of the magi. 
· Think of the healing of the Roman centurion’s slave. 
· Think of another Roman centurion’s confession at the foot of the cross. 
· Think of the Great Commission. 
Think also of Jesus’ words in 8:11, “I tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew’s Gospel says the door to the kingdom of heaven is open to all—to the Jew first (Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob), but also to the Gentile (Romans 1:16).

IV. Faith without Borders, vs. 29-31
Jesus Heals Many
Matthew 15:29-31, "Jesus went on from there and walked beside the Sea of Galilee. And he went up on the mountain and sat down there. 30 And great crowds came to him, bringing with them the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute, and many others, and they put them at his feet, and he healed them, 31 so that the crowd wondered, when they saw the mute speaking, the crippled healthy, the lame walking, and the blind seeing. And they glorified the God of Israel." 
Jesus Heals in Decapolis

After departing from there, the region of Tyre and Sidon where that woman lived (v. 21), Jesus went along by the Sea of Galilee, and having gone up to the mountain, He was sitting there. We learn from Mark that Jesus went around the Sea of Galilee, apparently on the east side, stopping in “the region of Decapolis” (Mark 7:31), another Gentile area. This is the area of the ten 

Although His primary ministry was still to the Jews, the Lord continually reached out beyond the covenant people, giving a preview of the extension of the kingdom into the whole world (cf. Matt 28:19; Acts 1:8).

These Gentiles "glorified the God of Israel.  Hallelujah.  We see now that the healings that Jesus did in Israel are now spreading to Gentile territory.  This will make more sense after Jesus' resurrection.  But Jesus wants His disciples to know that faith is without borders.  

A Preview of the Coming Kingdom - Healing of the Nations
During Jesus' three-year ministry, Jesus gave many such previews of the coming kingdom. And here we see Jesus' healing of all who come to Him -both Jew and Gentile - prefigured His ultimate external “healing of the nations” (Rev. 22:2). His teaching about the kingdom prefigured the fulfilled kingdom when “the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea” (Isa. 11:9).

V. The Faith Meal in a New Community, vs.32-39
Jesus Feeds the Four Thousand

Matthew 15:29-31, "Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion on the crowd because they have been with me now three days and have nothing to eat. And I am unwilling to send them away hungry, lest they faint on the way.” 33 And the disciples said to him, “Where are we to get enough bread in such a desolate place to feed so great a crowd?” 34 And Jesus said to them, “How many loaves do you have?” They said, “Seven, and a few small fish.” 35 And directing the crowd to sit down on the ground, 36 he took the seven loaves and the fish, and having given thanks he broke them and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 37 And they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up seven baskets full of the broken pieces left over. 38 Those who ate were four thousand men, besides women and children. 39 And after sending away the crowds, he got into the boat and went to the region of Magadan.”
The Climax of the Kingdom
This second feeding miracle parallels the feeding of the five thousand (14:13–21) and serves as a culmination and climax to the upward movement of Jesus’ ministry that leads to Peter’s confession at Caesarea Philippi.  This miracle is a message to those who are outside of Israel that they will find their needs met in God’s Messiah, Jesus.
 
This is not a misprint addition of the feeding of the 5000 - Jesus distinguishes it in Mark 8:19-21.  He rebukes His disciples: "When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you take up?” They said to him, “Twelve.” 20 “And the seven for the four thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you take up?” And they said to him, “Seven.” 21 And he said to them, “Do you not yet understand?”
The Kingdom Meal
What Jesus is doing is presenting the Kingdom meal.  Just as among the Jews, the Gentiles (vs. 37) "all ate and were satisfied."
Are You Expanding the Kingdom
What about you?  We learn so much from this passage - 

1. Do you have true faith?  Are you willing to humble yourself and do whatever Jesus wants you to do. You call Jesus your Savior, but is He your Lord?

2. Do you have true faith, or is it just being held up by dead traditions.  Are you growing and changing in Christ?

3. Are you reaching out to others? You say, I could never offer anything.  My life is a mess.  Listen no one can do the Christian life alone.

4. What about your Judea and Samaria?  Are you bolding presenting Christ to the lost.

Mother's Day

Today is Mother's Day.  There is a lot of pain associated with Mother's Day.  This passage showed how the pain of a woman led her to Christ.  Is your pain leading you to Christ.

When I was 15 years old my mother died.  I miss my mother everyday.  And though I'd love to see my mother here on earth again, I would not replace the journey God brought me on because of that pain.

Thank You For the Pain

By faith, with the same great faith of the Canaanite woman, can you say to God, Thank you for the pain, because it's led and it is leading me to you?  Can you say that? 

And what does Jesus do? He heals that woman's daughter.  And one day Jesus will wipe away all your tears.  What a faithful God with unrelenting love we serve! 
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