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“Christ is either Lord of all, or He is not Lord at all.” 
 - J. Hudson Taylor, missionary to China
Announcements

1. Tonight: Expositor's Class, 4pm - learn how to teach God's Word, 4pm
2. Men’s Retreat May 15-16
3. New Members class June 20
4. Baptism and testimony day will by June 21
5. May Mission Month –May 3 (Robinettes), May 31 (Lazarus & Rachel Phiri and Phil Remmers – International Missions Dinner)
O

pen your Bible to Matthew 14. We are continuing in our series in the book of Matthew entitled “Kingdom Come.” This morning we are looking at a message entitled: "The Power of Jesus’ Touch.”
The Deity of Jesus Christ

The deity of Jesus Christ is a foundational doctrine for the Christian faith.  He is God. Every knee shall bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. All other religions try to claim Jesus but they remake him as just a prophet or a good teacher.  Jesus is more than a mere prophet or good teacher.  Let us be clear: He is God.  He is uncreated. And He created all things.  You breathe because Jesus ordains it to be so.  Your eternity rises or falls on whether you believe this doctrine.  Matthew 14 is an amazing display of Jesus’ deity. 

But do not be confused this morning.  When we say that Jesus is God, we are not only saying He is majestic and unlimited in His power and glory, but also in His goodness and beauty.  God is benevolent. God is love. He came to save His people from their sins. He came to bear our iniquity upon Himself on the Cross. He loves you.  That means that no matter what you are going through there is an infinite ocean of hope.

The Power of Jesus on Display
This morning we are going to see the power of Jesus as God on display in three ways. He has the touch of omnipotent love.  We are going to see that by His amazing touch gives us hope in three areas:

· The touch of Jesus can give an impossible provision
· The touch of Jesus can transform an impossible situation
· The touch of Jesus can bring impossible healing
I. We need to experience Jesus’ touch in ministry, vs.13-21
Matthew 14:13-21, “Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a desolate place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them and healed their sick.
 15 Now when it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the day is now over; send the crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16 But Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17 They said to him, “We have only five loaves here and two fish.” 18 And he said,“Bring them here to me.” 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing. Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 And they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left over. 21 And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.”
The Son of God Vulnerable
Jesus family had just rejected Him.  He had also heard that John the Baptist had been murdered by King Herod Antipas, the son of Herod the Great. Jesus had been healing many people. So Jesus wanted to be alone with His dear Father in heaven.  He “went to a desolate place by Himself” (vs. 13).
Even the omnipotent Son of God was vulnerable. He is clothed in our finite flesh. He became just like us yet without sin. 

The Climax of Jesus’ Public Ministry
“We move from Antipas’s lavish but degenerate feast to one with a simpler menu but a more wholesome atmosphere.”
  
The fact that the feeding of the five thousand is the only one of Jesus’ many miracles recorded in all four gospels, testifies to its unique importance. In each gospel account this miracle is placed at the climax of the Lord’s public ministry.

The Crowd
There was a large multitude of people.  Five thousand men are mentioned, but there were also women and children. It is therefore not unreasonable to estimate that the total crowd exceeded twenty-five thousand.

You can just imagine the crowd.  In a day when there were no hospitals like we have today and medicine was extremely primitive, Jesus was healing people everywhere.  

Thousands were coming and being touched by Jesus. He must have been tired, but instead of the normal human reaction to dismiss the multitude and find respite, Jesus “had compassion on them and healed their sick” (vs. 14). 
Jesus postponed His rest, His privacy, His time alone with the disciples, and even His time with His Father in order to meet the needs of those helpless people who suffered.

Life in the Kingdom
Now we are about to see the great power of Jesus demonstrated, and we get a glimpse of the Kingdom.  How is life going to be in the Kingdom?  Soon Jesus will depart. Soon Jesus will no longer be among His disciples.
What we find out is that Kingdom life is Community life.  Jesus is going to use these handful of disciples – His 12 disciples to go beyond what they ever thought possible and feed a crowd of around 25,000 people.  

The Problem – an Impossible Situation
Matthew 14:15, “Now when it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the day is now over; send the crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for themselves.”
The time was late. “It was evening” (vs. 15).  It was “a desolate place.” The day was over. How are the disciples going to feed a crowd of 25,000 people?

You might at this very moment be in a similar situation – an impossible situation. Mark 6:37 the disciples highlight the impossibility of the situation, ““Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii [eight months wages] worth of bread and give it to them to eat?”  Anybody have eight months worth of wages for dinner? Come on!  This is impossible.
Little is MUCH when God is in it
John 6:9, Philip says to Jesus: "There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?”
So little food among so many people.  I want you to understand that God can use your little today.  That's the point!  

God uses our little so that we can participate in His power.  He wants to multiply your minutes, multiply your strength and multiply your fruit!

Unqualified People
Jesus uses impossibly unqualified people in His service.  Do you have supernatural powers to heal, to feed, to raise the dead? No!  But you know someone who can save and one day bring all that. 
Jesus uses the inadequate resources we have and multiplies them.   You would expect Jesus to create beautiful trays of food with all kinds of delicious courses.  But that’s not what Jesus does.  The Lord always begins with the resources we already have, which are inadequate.  Verse 16, 17, “16 But Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17 They said to him, “We have only five loaves here and two fish.”

Obedience Brings God's Blessing

As Jesus’ servants obey in impossible circumstances, His blessing is multiplied.  Matthew 14:18-19, “18 And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing. Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds.”
Only as His servants go out in obedience and faith does Jesus actually meet the needs of the people. His power is appropriated through the disciples.  

Our Impossible Task
What does Jesus call us to do?  What He calls us to do will take a miracle.  You may say, “You’re asking us to do the impossible!” Of course, that’s Jesus’ whole point. Jesus Christ says, “Until you see what I’m calling you to do is impossible, you are absolutely unqualified to do it.”
Jesus of course uses the food they have, which is inadequate. He uses their food, but it’s inadequate for the job. Then only as the disciples go out with this inadequate food is it multiplied. Only as they go out does Jesus actually meet the needs. His power only happens through the disciples. What is Jesus saying?

· If you go to your friends and family with the message of Jesus, you know that they won’t want to listen.  It’ll take a miracle for them to listen. 

· Or perhaps you are looking for the spiritual healing of broken people in your life, but the brokenness is so bad, it will take a miracle to transform their life.  

If you go out knowing the work is impossible, knowing you are inadequate and unqualified, but you go out in the faith of Christ to do it anyway, then and only then will Jesus do his transforming work through you!

Tim Keller Quote
“It is not God’s intention that we should be in ourselves adequate to our tasks. Rather, He wants that we should be inadequate. If we only accept the tasks which we think are adapted to our powers, we are not responding to the call of God. The church is always in a crisis and always will be. There will be difficulties, limitations, insoluble problems, lack of people and money, a menacing outlook, endless misunderstandings and misrepresentations. We are not only to do our work despite these things; they are precisely the conditions requisite for the doing of it.”

All the problems, all the difficulties, all the limitations, all the impossiblities—we are not only to do our work for Him in spite of these things, they are the requirements for doing His work.  

· Jesus said to Paul in 2 Corinthians  12:9, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”  So what is Paul’s answer?  “Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.”

Are you inadequate?  Are you impossibly unqualified?  You are just the person God wants to use in His work!  Only the inadequate are adequate.  

· 1 Corinthians 1:26-30, “For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth.27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being  might boast in the presence of God. 30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Christ’s Blessing – Plenty Left Over
Matthew 14:20-21, “20 And they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left over. 21 And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.”
Five thousand heads of households plus women and children. They were all fed.  And there was plenty left over!!!  He feeds them until they are “satisfied”, literally “gorged”.  
Only in Christ can we and those we serve be satisified.

Some of us are serving in the limited power of our own limitations when we ought to be serving Jesus out of the overflow of His touch and His power.

Participate with the Power Touch of Jesus

The entire NT attests to the deity of Christ. As a member of the Godhead Jesus created this world (John 1:3–4; 1 Cor 8:6; Col 1:16; Heb 1:2), and he both sustains and controls it. Therefore he asks the disciples here to realize this reality and to depend wholly on him. He is Alpha and Omega (Rev. 1:17; 2:8; 22:13), meaning he is Lord over creation and the great Guide of history.

We as God’s people must entrust ourselves to His presence and participate in His power and see it flow through us!

A Discipleship Story
This is not just a miracle story, but a discipleship story as well. More than in any miracle, the disciples are central in every aspect. Jesus wants you and I to know that He is going to provide for people through us.  We get to participate with Jesus.

You were made to serve others.  Put on His servant’s towel and wash the feet of those around you.  Be there for your forever family when they are in need!  You are the hands and feet and embrace of Jesus.  Use your mouth to speak the words of Jesus.
II. We need to experience Jesus’ touch personally,, vs.22-33
Matthew 14:22-33, “22 Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but the boat by this time was a long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. 25 And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.”

28 And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He said,“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you arethe Son of God.”

They Want to Make Jesus King
The story does not begin with Jesus walking on the water, however. It begins with Jesus sending the disciples away in a boat while he dismisses the crowds and goes up a mountain by himself to pray. Taken together, the Gospels give three reasons why Jesus stayed behind and dismissed his disciples: 
(1) He wanted to be alone to pray (Matt. 14:23; Mark 6:46), 
(2) he wanted to escape the crowds and get some rest (Mark 6:31–32), and 
(3) he wanted to defuse the popular movement that would have made him a king by force (John 6:15).

The Prophet
When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, “This is indeed the Prophet who is come into the world” (John 6:14).
Storms of Life
Have you ever been in a situation where you don’t understand why you’re going through what you’re going through?  What we find from God’s Word this morning is that Jesus Christ is Lord over all the storms of life. 

Not one of us is exempt from the storms of life.  None of us is allowed clear sailing in life.  There is appointed for every one of us stormy seasons through which we must all sail.  These storms are real and dangerous, and the winds and waves make us fear, sometimes for our lives.  And these storms are appointed for all followers of Jesus Christ.  

Jesus Orders Up a Storm
Jesus wants to teach His disciples about faith.  It’s not just about seeing great miracles.  God is about showing us He is God of the storms. “The disciples must discover that they have a Savior who is able not only to still the storm but even to use it as his pathway” (Hendrickson).
So Jesus orders up a storm!  

Why a Storm?
Why does Jesus order up a storm for His disciples? He wants to make sure their priorities are straight.  They just saw 25,000 people fed.  They are part of the winning team. This is the moment of pride, self-righteousness, and failure. Jesus sends everyone away. 
The storm comes, and the boat is being beaten, and now they are just trying to survive.  Their mindset has changed from “We’re going to have a great place in the Kingdom” to “I sure hope we live.”

Isn’t life like that?  There are great spiritual victories that are followed by brutal valleys of despair.  This is how God designed life.

It was this way for the patriarchs. It was this way for Moses and Israel. Think of Job. Think of Joseph.  There is always victory followed by valleys. 

Who Stands Up to God’s Storms and Succeeds?

So we go back to the disciples in the boat, and their priority is simply to survive. God is wise in how He sends His storms.  Job 9:4, “[God] is wise in heart and mighty in strength—who has hardened himself against him, and succeeded?” He goes on to say that it is YHWH that sends the storms, and that YHWH can remove mountains!  Do you think you are going to stand up to His storms and succeed? 

Now Everything Changes
Jesus sent this storm.  But He meets His disciples in the storm, and He reminds them that He alone is their God.  Matthew 14:25-26, “25 And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 

It seems the disciples wanted to make Jesus king. Now they are trying to survive.  Now they are terrified thinking they were seeing a ghost.  They were terrified.  Don’t judge them. Someone was walking on the water.  That had never been done before.  They didn’t have this story yet!
They are scared out of their mind, and they cried out in fear.  But Jesus immediately spoke to them. Matthew 14:27, “27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.”

Peter Walks on the Water
Matthew 14:28, “28 And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He said,“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus.”
Why did Peter need to go through this?  Because it’s easy to love ministry more than Jesus. They had just seen 25,000 fed. They had seen the blind see and the lame leap. They saw the dead raised. It’s easy to fall in love with ministry instead of the Savior.

This is why God has to send storms in our lives. If God uses you in a great way, He’s going to try you in a great way.  You are going to go through much tribulation.
Peter Sinks
Sometimes Peter gets a bad rap because he goes out to meet Jesus and he begins to sink.  Matthew 14:28-30, “28 And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He said,“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.”

We ought not get down on Peter.  He walked on water!  What faith!  It never would have occurred to me to ask Jesus if I could defy the laws of nature!

And we need to realize that Jesus is far enough away that Peter had to say “Lord if it’s you, bid me to come and walk on the water” (vs. 28).  This is amazing!  Peter gets out of the boat and walks to Jesus!  I don’t care if the walk was only 3 feet – Peter was walking on water!
But it was likely more like 50 or a hundred feet. It was a distance!  I can imagine Peter walking or even running to Jesus on water.  His faith was empowered.  He’s doing something no human begin except for Jesus has done.
A Faith of Equal Standing
Wow!  Peter walked on the water.  Maybe you say, well Peter had a special kind of faith.  He was an apostle.  Well, listen to how he opens up his second letter.  Turn to 2 Peter 1 for a moment. 2 Peter 1:1-2, “Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with ours by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ.”

That means that as a born again child of God, you have the same gift of faith of equal standing which was obtained by the “righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ.”

Peter came to know that out on that water He was standing with God in human flesh. And as weak as your faith is and my faith is. We have a faith of “equal standing.”

The Glory of Water Walking
It is not human nature to walk on water.  But as Jesus called Peter out and gave him the power to walk on water. With Jesus’ command, Jesus granted the power to defy nature. We have the same power to do what God wants us to do.  No matter what the storm is, we have the power to do what God wants us to do.
Peter shared the glory of water walking with Jesus.  There is only one other person to walk on water was Jesus.

Jesus is Bigger than the Storm
Why did Peter walk on water?  Once Peter knows it’s Jesus, he understands that Jesus is bigger than the storm.  
Listen, every one of us is in storms or you will be! You may have some huge obstacles in your way.  You want to serve the Lord, but you are getting hit by storms. Sickness has hit you.   A life threatening illness has threatened your child or your parent or your loved one.

A Loneliness in our Discipleship
Any time is a good time to go to Jesus, even if He’s out on the water.  Jesus can meet us anytime, anywhere, anyhow.   Nothing can hinder us from a personal encounter with Jesus. 
There is a loneliness in our discipleship where we are sinking! Look at Matthew 14:30, “30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 
Something happens.  Peter begins sinking.  But Jesus is there for him.  He saw the wind and “he was afraid.” Perhaps he was running up a ten foot wave.  At some point he realized he was only human, and he began to sink.  He didn’t have to sink.  Jesus rebuked Peter for doubting.  But Jesus didn’t waste Peter’s adventure of faith, however imperfect it was.  Jesus didn’t waste Peter’s storm, and He won’t waste yours.  Look at what happens.
Your Storm is Not Just for You

Matthew 13:31, “31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
Your storm is not just for you.  It’s for those observing your life.  Yes, Peter doubted.  But Jesus was able to demonstrate His ability to calm the storm in Peter’s life and in all the disciples’ lives.   And what was the result?  

Their faith grew!  They worshipped the Lord of glory!  They saw that Jesus is bigger than the whatever storm they were going through.

III. Everyone needs to receive Jesus’ touch, vs.34-36
Matthew 14:34-36, “34 And when they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret. 
Off Track
I love this story.  The disciples supposed to end up at Bethsaida which is very close to their home town. Not far from Capernaum.  But instead they landed about 13 or 14 miles out of the way.
What we find is that when our plans are not God's plans. Isaiah 55:8-9, "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts."
Jesus Leads us to Surprising Places
Gennesaret was no Jerusalem.  This was not where the religious people were.  It's not what the disciples expected.
Jesus leads the disciples and us to surprising places.  They had just seen the great power of Jesus in ministry and personally.  Jesus is sovereign to bring us to people where we can share our story.

The Hem of Jesus Garment
Matthew 14:35-36, “And when the men of that place recognized him, they sent around to all that region and brought to him all who were sick 36 and implored him that they might only touch the fringe of his garment. And as many as touched it were made well.”

All the people had to do is get near Jesus.  He is compassionate!  He is powerful!  You never know who Jesus is going to connect you with!
Conclusion - Get Connected
Who are you connected with?  You are the hands and feet and embrace of Jesus.  Ministry is hard.  Difficulties come.  Don't waste your difficulties!  Don't waste your trials.  Get connected so that people can touch the hem of Jesus garment.  Jesus can bring transformation! 
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