Message: Treasuring Christ

Series: Kingdom Come


Treasuring Christ
Matthew 13:44-52
___________________________________________

Kingdom Come! (Gospel of Matthew Series)

Prepared by: Matthew S. Black

Sunday, April 12, 2015, 10:30am at Living Hope Church of Roselle, Illinois TC "Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
“God, I pray Thee, light these idle sticks of my life and may I burn for Thee. Consume my life, my God, for it is Thine. I seek not a long life, but a full one, like you, LORD Jesus." - Jim Elliot was slain at age 29 by the Huaorani people of Equador.  Many Huaorani serve Christ today.
Announcements

1. Men’s Retreat
2. New Members after the Service
3. New Members class June 20
4. Baptism and testimony day will by June 21
5. May Mission Month –May 3 (Robinettes), May 31 (Lazarus & Rachel Phiri and Phil Remmers – International Missions Dinner)
O

pen your Bible to Matthew 13. We are continuing in our series in the book of Matthew entitled “Kingdom Come.” This morning we are looking at a message entitled: "Worth it All.”
Jesus is our treasure!  Nothing can compare to Him.  He is our all in all!  He is my King!  Is He yours?

This message is needful for everyone here this morning. Is Jesus your Treasure? Oh that we would treasure Christ, glory in Christ - that we would gain Him and prize Him. Let us boast of Him!

Driving School

Have you ever been to driving school?  I had to learn in driving school not to look at the hood ornament.  The way to get where you are going is to look out at the horizon and where ever your eyes are focused that's where your car is projected.  

Where are your eyes focused this morning? 

This urgency of this message is that we would recommit our lives to Jesus Christ today as our treasure. 

· You may be walking with Christ, dear saint.  Be thankful.  Be thankful that He is your treasure.

· You may be backslidden, my dear brother or sister.  Things are bitter right now. Things couldn't be worse.  Turn your eyes upon Jesus again. Remember when He was your treasure?  He is a disciplining God only because He loves you!  What a joy that God will never stop pursing us!

· You may be lost here today.  Christ will be the only Treasure that satisfied your soul.  Turn to Jesus This morning. 
Two Types of People
Really there are only two categories of people here this morning, those who forsake the world and follow Jesus, and those who gain the world and lose Jesus and their soul in the process. 
When you realize that Jesus offers the abundant spiritual life and the world offers  a counterfeit life that is empty and deceptive, then you realize there really ought to not be any difficulty choosing.  
In the world we have temporary pleasure built on a lot of deceptions. In Jesus, we have pleasure now and forever in the life to come. There are only two kinds of people – those who believe that Jesus is “worth it all” and those who throw this precious treasure away.
Four Parables that Teach Us of Treasuring Christ
Is Christ your treasure?  Matthew 13:44 helps us to answer that. Let's read this passage with four parables that tell us about treasuring Christ. 
Matthew 13:44-52, “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.

47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every kind. 48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

51 “Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
I. Do you treasure the Savior? vs.44-46
Scripture
Matthew 13:44, “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.”
Buried Treasure
The ancients had nothing like banks or safe deposit boxes. When robbers threatened or war forced sudden flight, people buried their treasures, often in clay jars. If those who fled did not return, the treasure was lost until someone stumbled upon it. In this parable of the kingdom, a laborer does that very thing:
 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field” (Matt. 13:44).
The behavior of the laborer who finds a treasure and buries it is somewhat troubling to us, but he did nothing that violated the laws of the time. Apparently, anyone who found something in a field was entitled to keep it. Yet to be sure, if the treasure had great value, it was best to keep the treasure buried and purchase the field.
 

Worth All We Possess
Regardless of the customs of the day, Jesus makes a simple point: the kingdom is worth all we possess. Of course, the kingdom is not for sale. Indeed, we can do nothing to acquire it. But if it were for sale, if we had to sell all that we had to gain it, we should count it a bargain. It took all he had, but the worker bought the field. This represents the surpassing value of the kingdom. Despite its small beginning and great cost, it is worth all we have.

Why the Kingdom is So Valuable
It goes without saying that the Kingdom of Heaven is so valuable because of her King.   We love the Kingdom, because we love the King! Jesus, Jesus, Jesus!  King of all kings!  Lord of all lords!

Oh saint, consider what God has done in you to melt your heart of stone that never once thought on the Savior in any truly honoring way. Look at all the times you have ignored Him!  But He has “made you willing in the day of His power” (Psalm 110:3). 

Found By Those Who Did Not Seek Him

This parable, and the one that follows, illustrates Isaiah’s words: “I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me; I was found by those who did not seek me” (Isa. 65:1).

What Makes Us Treasure Christ
In Deuteronomy 30:6, Moses said that YHWH gave a promise to “circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, so that you may live.”

It is God who opens our eyes and cuts into our hearts to treasure Him.

The Fear of Not Obtaining Christ, Our Treasure
Jeremiah says something similar in Jeremiah 32:40, YHWH’s promise of putting His FEAR in our hearts: “I will make an everlasting covenant with them that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; and I will put the fear of Me in their hearts so that they will not turn away from Me.”

Oh, what fear we have that we would not obtain that priceless treasure Who is Christ.
A Corporate Longing
This longing according to Ezekiel 11:19-20 is not just an individual treasuring of Christ.  We corporately long for Christ.  We love Him.  We treasure Him! “And I will give them one heart, and put a new spirit within them. And I will take the heart of stone out of their flesh and give them a heart of flesh, that they may walk in My statutes and keep My ordinances and do them. Then they will be My people, and I shall be their God.”
The Pearl Parable
Here is a second parable with the same point. Matthew 13:45-46, “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.”

Finding Jesus is like finding the biggest, finest, purest pearl that any jeweller could ever imagined, and it’s yours for the taking—if you’ll sell everything else, including all the other pearls you’ve ever owned, in order to purchase it.

Jesus, Pearl of Great Price
Here we have a man who went and sold all he had and bought the pearl that was found. The element of joy is implied.

All is Worthless Compared to Christ
The King and His Kingdom far exceed the value of anything we might own in this world! Who is truly wise?  Even if we lose everything and gain Christ, we have lost nothing! All is worthless compared to Him!

In Philippians 3:8 Paul says, “Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as dung, in order that I may gain Christ.” 
The worth of the kingdom transcends any and every cost. When we break this down we see three things:

“Hidden Treasure” - J I Packer Quote
1. Many cannot see the beauty of the kingdom. J.I. Packer said, “One of the divine qualities of the Bible is that it does not yield its secrets to the irreverent and the self-satisfied.” "God resists the proud and gives grace to the humble" (Jms. 5:5).
The kingdom of God is not something that everyone possesses, nor wants to possess. It is like treasure hidden in the field or a pearl found one day at a market. 
We are not born with the treasure of God in our hands. In fact, when we are lost, we do all we can to acquire many substitute treasures, and, unless God shows us that they are treasures that will never satisfy, we are superficially happy with them. We are ignorant of what we are missing.
C. S. Lewis Quote.  As C. S. Lewis said, " It would seem that Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased.”
 

We are seeking the mud pies of this world, when we ought to be seeing the infinite joy of treasuring Christ! 

“Sold All”
2. When God brings us to discover the kingdom, we discern its excellence rightly. Spiritually speaking, we are born with a wrong value system. We are not able to accurately assess the value of things. The “things of the Spirit of God are foolishness” to the unsaved person. It’s nonsense without the light of the Spirit of God.

We prize the things of the world above the things of God. But the illuminating work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts causes us to see value where we never saw it before.  What we formerly valued is soon seen to be useless, or at least far inferior to the kingdom of God. For example, the Holy Spirit brought Paul to the point where his genealogy and law-keeping became as worthless as “dung” and where he saw that the thing he had tried to destroy was actually the most valuable thing in all the world (Phil. 3:1–8).
“The Pearl of Great Value” - Treasure
3. When we know the true excellence of the kingdom, everything else loses value. Both these parables help us to understand that the intrinsic worth of the kingdom makes its cost more than worth it. Of course, we cannot purchase grace; it is without money and without price (Isa. 55:1–2). Yet it costs us everything. We cannot hold on to the substitute treasures as well as the true treasure. Just as the pearl in the parable is explicitly identified as “one” (Matt. 13:46), so we cannot serve God and mammon. We cannot have both the kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of this world.

For the believer, the “costliness” of the kingdom of God brings only blessing, for all substitutes are exposed as only substitutes, and all false allegiances are exchanged for the only allegiance that matters. The exceeding great value of the treasure made everything the man in the field owned pale in comparison. The unsurpassed value of the pearl made every other pearl dispensable in the merchant’s eyes, for the sake of attaining this pearl. Like Moses, the believer comes to esteem “the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt” (Heb. 11:26).

By contrast, the rich young ruler went away sorrowfully when he was told to relinquish his tight hold on his riches in exchange for the life of following Christ (Luke 18:23). This only showed that he had not truly discerned the value of the kingdom. He could not endure its cost.

The Savior Great Value
Not only does Christ reveal the value of the kingdom; He represents and enfolds that value in Himself. It is right that interpreters throughout the ages have understood the treasure in the field and the pearl of great price as essentially the Lord Jesus Christ. In Him are “hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 2:3). It is because of Him and in Him that the kingdom of God is a kingdom of grace. No price tag can be put on the redemption by His blood, which is far “more costly than gold and silver that perishes” (1 Peter 1:18–19). True believers count Jesus Christ as “precious” above all (1 Peter 2:7). It’s only a testimony to the blindness of fallen man that he does not see any beauty in the Savior (Isa. 53:2).

Christ Left the Treasures to be Our Treasure
It’s astounding to think that Christ left all the treasures He had in the glories of heaven in order to buy back His fallen and wretched people. He became so poor that He was content to be buried in a field in Joseph of Arimathea’s tomb, in order that all who believe in Him through His poverty might be made exceedingly rich (2 Cor. 8:9).

By His Spirit, He opens our eyes to see the attractiveness of His person and work. It overpowers and overwhelms us to the point that we are willing to sacrifice all the things we previously held dear in order to apprehend that for which we have been apprehended (Phil. 3:12). Ultimately, the unsurpassed beauty of Christ is what weans us away from the substitute treasures and pearls and makes us willing to lose all, even our lives, in order to possess—rather, be possessed by—this treasure, Christ Jesus.

II. What if we don't treasure Christ? vs.47-50
What If We Don’t See the Value of the Kingdom?

The parables of the treasure and the pearl urge us to take decisive action when the opportunity to enter the kingdom comes. They say that life in the kingdom brings great treasures and demands great sacrifices, but the sacrifices are worthwhile. The parable of the fish in the net views the same question from the opposite perspective. It reminds us that God is king whether we choose to recognize him or not. If someone says, “I have no interest in the supposed riches of the kingdom,” God replies, “You may believe you are done with me, but I am not done with you.” On the last day, the final parable says, God gathers all mankind to himself as a fisherman catches all kinds of fish:

Scripture
Matthew 13:47-50, “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every kind. 48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
Picture of the Kingdom
The parable paints a picture of a dragnet that caught all kinds of fish. The net was then unloaded on the shore, and the fish were sorted. The good fish were stored in vessels, while the bad were thrown away.

As is the case today, fishing in Bible times could be done in different ways. When Christ instructed Peter to catch a fish and look in its mouth for a coin, He referred to the kind of fishing that would be done with a line and a hook (Matt. 17:27). 
A second method was of an individual a casting net—a circular net with a cord that would close the opening and trap the fish. This was the method Peter and Andrew were using when Christ called them to follow Him (Matt. 4:18). 
A third way of fishing is referred to in this parable. The dragnet referred to in the text is known today as a trawl net. In Christ’s time, the spread of these long and wide nets could reach up to half a mile. They would be attached behind one or more boats. Several people, and even several boats would be involved. The top of the net would have floats attached to it, while the bottom would have weights. As the boats moved through the water, the dragnet would catch everything in its way. Silently, almost imperceptibly, the net passed through the water and gathered fish. Most of the time, these nets would be in a certain spot only momentarily. They moved at the determination of the vessel’s captain. Such a net could bring in a huge variety of fish—big or small, living or dead, clean or unclean.

Next, Christ depicts the net coming to shore and the fishermen sorting the good fish into containers. The bad fish were simply discarded. This scene would have been very familiar to those listening to these parables. Even children probably regularly watched fishermen of their village sit down next to their catch and sort it in this way.

The Principle of the Parable
The parable of the dragnet is a frightening warning about what happens to the wicked when they are separated from the righteous on the Last Day.
One thing to keep in mind is that as God’s kingdom is extended on earth, not all people visibly being gathered into it are truly part of Christ's eternal Kingdom. 
People may claim to belong to the kingdom and not be real subjects of its king, the Lord Jesus. Just as the first parable in this chapter shows that only one of the four soils produced good fruit, so this parable shows that there are “good fish” and “bad fish” in the visible manifestation of the kingdom.

The Fate of Your Soul
Placing this parable in the context of the others, we see the point: The fate of your soul is tied up with what you think of the King and His Kingdom. The "good fish" of this world are not perfect people.  They are the ones who imperfectly have taken Christ as their treasure. The "bad fish" are those who value the world, and they are cast aside.

What good will it do if you “gain the whole world and lose your own soul.”  Can you say today, “I don’t want to gain the whole world and lose my soul”? 

An Eternal Reality - If You Treasure Christ or Throw Him Away
Jesus gives us the eternal reality.  If you treasure Christ, you will be treasured by Christ.  If you throw Christ away, you will be thrown away by Christ. Christ makes the point so shockingly strong: 

Mt. 13:49-50, "So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

What Wil It Profit You?

Where will you be a hundred years from now? What good will your earthly treasures do you if you are burning in hell? 

What will it profit you if you "gain the whole world and lose your own soul?" (Mt. 16:26).
III. We must share this treasure as Kingdom Scribes! vs.51-52
Do You Understand?
Matthew 13:51-52, “Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
After Jesus finished his final parable, he asked his disciples, “Have you understood all these things?” (13:51). Understood has the literal meaning of bringing or putting together. “Have you rightly put all these things together?” 
 

They quickly say they have. We are tempted to laugh. Have they truly understood everything?
 

Scribes of the Kingdom
Under Jesus’ instruction, each of the twelve was becoming a genuinely learned scribe and a true disciple of the kingdom of heaven. 
True disciples are kingdom scribes who both understand the revealed mysteries and teach them in the church. Matthew, unlike Mark, has the disciples regularly coming to understanding (cf. Matt 14:28–33 vs. Mark 6:52; Matt 16:12 vs. Mark 8:21), teaching that the presence of Christ makes the difference. This is the high point of that theological emphasis. With the understanding Jesus gave them, they would become the scribes of the church: first comprehending the eschatological mysteries of the newly revealed kingdom and then being sent on a mission to teach other believers these truths.

Heads of the Household

Some of you are so weak, but God has made you the "head of the house" so to speak.  The disciples had become like a head of a household, who brings forth out of his treasure things new and old. The head of a household was responsible for the entire welfare of the family, and a major part of his duty was to maintain ample supplies of food, clothing, and all other things the members of the household might need. He kept these supplies in a storehouse, or treasure, from which he would dispense items as they were needed.

You might be 15 years old, like I was when I got saved.  I didn't know much, but I knew more than anyone else about salvation at Ponderosa Steakhouse where I worked.  I sat down at my lunch breaks and I would share the treasures both Old and New of  Christ from the Bible.  I provided the way to the Narrow gate.  I pointed the way to the Celestial City.  I was just a child, but God chose me to be a Head of Household, and a Scribe of the Kingdom.
Are You a Scribe of the Kingdom?
He says, " Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house" (vs. 52).

The Scribes were an elite group of teachers who would write out and teach God's Law.  In the New covenant every one of us is a priest and a Scribe.  You may go to God directly.  Your neighborhood is your parish. Your work place is your mission field.

Do you understand how valuable Christ is? Are you a true Scribe of the Kingdom, ready to publish to all creation the beauties of Christ from both the Old and the New Testaments? How valuable is your soul? How valuable is Christ to you?  Do you really understand? Then spread the good news that was anticipated in the Old Testament and is revealed in the New.  Do you see Christ as the Treasure of the Old Testament? 
Bringing Out the Treasure 
Brings out is from ekballō and carries the idea of casting out, scattering, or distributing widely. In this context it also connotes generosity, giving out the truth of God both wisely and liberally. Apart from the Lord Himself, the apostles were the supreme Bible scholars, preachers, teachers, and theologians of all time-scribes and disciples without equal (cf. Matt. 11:11).

We are to follow in their steps.  We are to share the treasure.  We are to be the Aroma of Christ!  

2 Timothy 2:2, Titus 2
This idea is carried out in the Great Commission.  We are to make disciples of all nations, to preach the Gospel to every creature.
Further instruction is given in 2 Timothy 2:2 and Titus 2.  We read in 2 Timothy 2:2 the way discipleship is supposed to work. “and what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.”

Titus 2 says the more mature in the congregation should be helping the less mature.  We ought to have discipleship relationships.

We all ought to be plugged into the lives of each other so that we can be committing the faithful teaching to one another.

Worth it All
Jesus said, whoever tries to gain his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life will gain not only this life, but also the life to come. 
Christian where would you be without Christ?  Dear lost person, where will you be now and for eternity without Christ? Think on this. Selling all for Christ is worth it all.  

You want a perfect marriage? God wants you to be a mature spouse.

You want a big house and dependable car? God wants you to be thankful even in your poverty.

You want more appreciation for what you do? God wants you to appreciate all He has done for you.

Be done with the ways of this world! Be done with lesser things. Don’t use your life to protect your ego, your pride, your reputation.  Don’t use this life to always get your way.  Don’t gain the world and lose your own soul.

Give up your life for Christ.  He is the true treasure.  Treasure Him!  Giving up everything is nothing compared to Him.  For me to live is CHRIST, and to die is GAIN (Phil. 1:21). 

Gaining Him is WORTH IT ALL! 
Is Christ Your Treasure?
Oh when we are hurting Christ is our Man of Sorrows.

When we are straying, Christ is the God who lovingly disciplines us.

When we are struggling financially, He is our Treasure!

When we have been betrayed, He is the Crucified One who was betrayed before us.

When we are alone, He is the One who never will leave or forsake us!

What a treasure we have in Christ!
Welcome New Members
Vote and welcome new members…
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