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"There is nothing in the world that works such satanic, profound, God-defiant pride as false assurance; nothing works such utter humility, or brings to such utter self-emptiness, as the child-like spirit of true assurance.”

- Archibald Alexander Hodge
Announcements

1. Next week, we are going to be taking photos for our church directory.  Please be aware and come dressed for photos next week.  We are planning to have photos on Mar. 22 and 29.
O

pen your Bible to Matthew 13. We are continuing in our series in the book of Matthew entitled “Kingdom Come.” This morning we are looking at a message entitled: "The Four Soils of the Heart, Part 2.”

E V Hill
Several years ago, the great African-American preacher E.V. Hill began to preach to an almost all-Anglo Bible conference. Several minutes into his sermon, he stopped and said, “You white folks are sure hard to preach to.” He began to plead with them, “Help me now … Help me…”

If you have never preached, you are probably unaware of the impact that the congregation can have on the preacher.  Pastor Hill was accustomed to audible, visible responses from his own congregation, which encouraged him as he preached.  A quiet, white congregation was tough business for him!

Dr. Martyn Lloyd Jones spoke of this kind of experience as the “unction” of the Holy Spirit.  It is when we go beyond hearing the mere Word, but we hear and respond to God’s voice to us!  That’s what we need today. And that is what this Parable is all about. 

Reading of Holy Scripture - Matthew 13:18-23
“Hear then the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 23 As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”
A Range of Responses

Within most congregations, there is a range of responses. There are the hard, “he won’t get to me” defiant looks. There are the distant, disinterested looks.  There are the curious looks and the enthusiastic supporters. 

The Response of the Hearers is the Focus
The parable should be called “the Parable of the Hearers,” because Jesus, in a word-picture is describing seeds’ growth in various soils, and portrays four different types of hearers who hear His teaching. Their response to the message is the primary focus of the parable, rather than the sower, who represents the preacher, or the seed, which refers to the word of God. The condition of the soil determines the growth of the seed and the success or failure of the harvest. The good soil produces a hundredfold return. 
The productivity of the seed in this story has little to do with the sower or the seed itself, but rather with the conditions of the ground in which the seed has been sown. Farmers are much concerned about the soil. Rocks and thorns prevent the seed’s growth.

Why Aren’t More People Transformed?

You might ask: if Jesus is the greatest preacher ever, being YHWH in human flesh, how could His ministry be such a dismal failure?

Didn’t Paul say, “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one who believes; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek” (Romans 1:16)?  If God’s Word is the power of salvation, then do we not see more people transformed by God’s Word?  Why doesn’t God’s Word always plant itself in our lives and grow?  Isn’t it powerful enough?  We know it’s infinitely powerful.  What’s the problem?
It’s not the preacher. In this story, Jesus is the farmer who sows. He’s the perfect preachers. It’s not the message.  The message is the Gospel of the Kingdom.  Jesus wants you to be in His forever family.  There is nothing wrong with the message. There is a problem with the soils of the people’s hearts. 

The Vast Crowd, Perhaps the Largest
Matthew 13:1-2, “That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 And great crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach.”

It was a crowd, and not just a crowd, but a “great crowd” – a fantastic multitude! This may have been the largest crowd that Jesus ever addressed in His public ministry.  Jesus is in a boat on the Sea of Galilee, and He is speaking to multiplied thousands of people who are nestled on the bank and up the hill in a natural amphitheater. If you were to go to this location today, you would find the water provides a perfect natural sounding board so that the crowds can be saturated by the voice of the Son of God. 

God made this beach like a natural amphitheater for the voice of the Son of God to carry to the ears of these dear people that He loved.
Imagine hearing Jesus on this important day. 
· It was the day that Jesus condemned the Scribes and Pharisees.  
· On that day He had poured out His mercy in the healings of thousands of people with various unnamed diseases.  
· He cast out many demons and healed all who came to Him.  It says that great crowds gathered to him.  
Many have estimated that this may have been the largest crowd Jesus spoke to.  Larger than the feeding of the 5000.  There could have been more than 20 or 30,000 people gathered on the hillside of Galilee. They are the rich and the poor, the leaders and the populous, the synagogue goers and the outcasts and sinners.
Who listens to the Gospel message? You may be surprised! 

Pushed to the Water’s Edge
Jesus must have been pushed to the water’s edge by so large a crowd and seeking to put some distance between the people and Himself in order to address the crowd better, Jesus “got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach” (vs. 2).

A Perfect Messenger BROADCASTING the Seed
And notice where Jesus casts the seed: EVERYWHERE. He casts it to hard hearts, shallow hearts, and hearts strangled by the world, and hearts ready to act on the Gospel.

The idea is that Jesus was “broadcasting” the seed of the Gospel sort of like a radio tower broadcasts someone’s voice.  It goes to everyone without distinction. This is our perfect Messenger.  He wants every creature to hear His message. And so the seed falls on the hardened pathways and trails that would have gone through the harvest field. He even throws it on rocky soil and thorny ground and on good soil.  He broadcasts the seed of His Gospel everywhere.

The Soils
The first three soils represent hearts that are outside the kingdom, but are inside the church.  There is only one heart that believes.  There is no middle ground in our response to Jesus’ message.  There is no half-way Christianity.  Let’s look at the first heart.
I. The hard heart, “anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it” vs. 18-19
Matthew 13:18-19, “18 Hear then the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path.” 
Hearts Packed Down
These are the people whose hearts have been packed down and their hearts are hard. There is no penetration. They are like the pathways in the field.  Like the Pharisees, these people hear the Word of God constantly, and their hearts are so hard, that Satan is always there to take the good Seed of God’s Word away.
Paul said in 1 Thes. 1:5, “Our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction.”

Like the Pharisees, there are those who are “word only” hearers. 

Qualities of Hard Hearts
Hard hearted hearers are cold, calculating religionists. They are what we might call “churchians.” They are represented by the Pharisees and many of the people that attended synagogue.  Jesus describes them at hypocrites or “actors in Matthew 15:8, “This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; 9 in vain do they worship me…”

Examples
These are the Pharisees who have trampled underfoot the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

These are the attenders of the synagogues in Jesus’ day.  They knew the Word but were not born again.

These are the Saul’s of Tarsus.  But there is hope isn’t there. God can even convert a hard-hearted hearer!  God can change the soil of your heart!! 

These are the people in church that never change. 

These are the preachers who never show humility and constant repentance from sin.

I met many of these kinds of people in the Christian school or university, where they knew so much of God that they mocked God.  He was all too familiar.  There was no awe or reverence for Him.

Spurgeon's Quote on Unholy Church

In commenting on these kinds of people, Charles Haddon Spurgeon said, "An unholy church! It is useless to the world, and of no esteem among men. It is an abomination, hell’s laughter, heaven’s abhorrence. The worst evils which have ever come upon the world have been brought upon her by an unholy church."
 

· They are not teachable. Don’t get me wrong.  They may read the Bible and know the doctrines.  They may even teach the Bible.  But they love to hear their own voice.

· They love church for all the wrong reasons. They go because of the tradition of their father and mother. They worship out of formalism.  It’s what they are used to.  They are not Christians.  Their hearts are packed down hard.  

· They may whoop and holler and get all bent out of shape over “other people’s sins.” But they are not open to hearing a rebuke from others about their own sins.
· These are they who hear sermons, but often pay no attention to them. 
· They come to church and worship – they are often leaders in churches, because they want to appear respectable before men. 
· They might teach a Sunday school class, and have some Bible knowledge, but they lack change in their life.  They really don’t experience the Holy Spirit’s conviction ever in their lives.
· They may at times teach the Word, but they do not love the Word, unless it draws attention to themselves. 
· Hard hearted people are glory thieves.  They are not interested in changing.  They are interested in their own vain glory. 
· They use God and religion for their own glory.  You can find them on religious television everywhere asking for money. But they use it all on themselves.  They use God to fleece the sheep.

· These hard hearted people are wolves and goats dressed in sheep’s clothing.
The Word Never Takes Root

These people usually know something of the Word, but it never takes root. JC Ryle said, “[Though they may know the Word] it produces no more effect on them than water on a stone.” They may quote it, but they never apply it. They don’t want to change.
These are the kinds of people that if ask them to “examine themselves to see whether they be in the faith,” (2 Cor. 13:5) they become offended because they have such a high opinion of themselves.

The Harbinger and Omen of the Birds
Jesus says in Matt. 13:4, 19, “4 the birds came and devoured the seed… 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart.” The birds who snatch away the good Gospel seed is said to be the devil.  In Israel birds were like harbingers or omens of bad things. We need to remember that birds in the Old Testament and often were harbingers of something evil. 
In Isaiah 34:11, the Lord speaks of Israel being judged and forsaken by using the omen of unclean birds: “But the hawk … shall possess it, the owl and the raven shall dwell in it. He shall stretch the line of confusion over it, and the plumb line of emptiness.”

Again appropriately, false religion is judged by the Lord in Revelation 18:2 where a mighty angel cries out and says: “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! She has become a dwelling place for demons, a haunt for every unclean spirit, a haunt for every unclean bird, a haunt for every unclean and detestable beast.”

Jesus’ audience would have seen birds as an evil, even a diabolical, omen. You see those who are hard hearted are “always resisting the ministry of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 7:51).
  And with every push against the Holy Spirit the ravenous birds of judgment circle more and more overhead.
JC Ryle on Hard Hearted Hearers

JC Ryle said of the hard hearted hearers: 
“There are multitudes of these hard hearted professing Christians in this state of soul in our churches. There is hardly a church where scores of them are not to be found. Sunday after Sunday they allow the devil like a ravenous bird to circle their soul and steal away the convicting power of God’s Word that is sown on the surface of their hearts. Week after week they live on, without a response. They may feel the twinge of Holy Spirit conviction, but before any real change, the devil snatches the seed away. There’s no real faith or lasting fear. There is no intimate knowledge, or convicting grace – they feel almost nothing, care very little, and find genuine soul-piercing Christianity a grievous burden, as if Christ had never died on the cross at all. The message of Christ’s Gospel never penetrates them in a meaningful way. And in this state they often die and are buried, and are lost forever in hell.”

Satan Takes the Seed
Satan is always gathering up seed that does not work its way into the soul. The Word never penetrates.  They hear it, but it does not take root. There is no meaningful conviction of sin.  There is no soul searching or self-examination or taking stock of where one stands before the Lord.  These do not take to heart the offer of salvation.  Even when Jesus Christ Himself sows the seed, the seed is gobbled up by Satan and it is taken away.

Like the Pharisees, they hear the Word of God – they may, like the religious leaders of Israel, study the Word, but they don’t allow it to break their pride or penetrate their heart for real change. the devil snatches the Word and its power to pummel the hard hearts.  So they remain hardened.
Satan Veils the Gospel’s Power
2 Cor. 4:3-4, “if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” Satan’s initials are etched into the hearts of these people.  They hear but they do not believe.
Vultures of Satan are Circling
Some of you have the vultures of Satan hovering over your head.  I’ve known people who have recently left this fellowship and are living in the world because though they have heard the Word of God for years, some of them being raised in the church, yet the Word of God has no effect on them.
True Christians are Teachable
True Christians are not like the hard hearted hearers.  They are teachable. They are constantly repenting of sin and growing in faith and changing into the image of Christ.  They are constantly under the conviction of the Holy Spirit. 
II. The stony heart, “this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet … immediately he falls away” vs. 20-21
Matthew 13:20-21, “20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away.”
The Shallow Heart
This is the heart that had soil.  It was fertile.  It was moist.  It’s just that the ground is shallow.  There is still a stony heart underneath.
The Topography of Palestine
If you've ever studied about the topography of Israel, you know that much of Israel is limestone and bedrock that is covered over with a thin layer of soil.  Whenever you plant seed on this soil it cannot take root because although it appears to begin to grow, it runs into hard rock.  You see, the first soil was soil where seed could not get in; this is soil where seed cannot get down.  

This person’s decision for Christ is nothing more than superficial shallow emotionalism that does not become true salvation.  Now we have all known people like this.  They go up like a rocket, but very shortly come down like a rock.  
They are like those described in 1 John 2:19 “They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us."

It's Deceiving Because They Have Immediate results

With a false convert, according to Mat. 13:20, there are immediate results—“ the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet he has no root in himself.” Mark says it was because there was “no depth of soil.” 

The person agrees with the Gospel, but he has not weighed what it really means. He immediately gives credence to something he has not deeply pondered and does not entirely understand. He accepts Christ superficially. 
He will not endure to the end because there is no true giving of his or her whole life to Christ.  They still have the old “heart of stone.”

He is not shaken to his core because of the great sin in his life or the awesome holiness of God. He does not tremble before a holy God. Yet, immediately there are fantastic results. He may attend every service of the church. Perhaps he starts tithing. He even responds to the messages at times with a public “Amen!” Compared to other true believers, he may even seem to have more fruit than they have. He seems to too good to be true, and in fact he is. He is shallow: “immediately it sprang up, since it had no depth of soil.” There is no depth of understanding. The Gospel has not taken root. There is no counting of the cost of discipleship.  
Examples
These are the people that seem to lose their salvation.  They endure for a little while, sometimes for years, and then they fall away. 

Stony ground hearers are like the crowds on Palm Sunday.  As Jesus enters Jerusalem, they cry, “Hosanna in the highest to the Son of David.” But just five (5) days later, they are screaming, “Crucify Him! His blood be upon us!  Crucify the Son of David!” How fickle they are when difficulty comes.

These are like the Hebrews 6 hearers who is "been enlightened, has tasted the gift of new life from God, has shared in the power of the Holy Spirit, and has known the goodness of God’s revelation and the powers of the coming age" (4-6). They didn't lose their salvation, they never had it! 

Illustration (George Whitefield)
George Whitefield is one of the greatest preachers in the history of America.  He had uncounted thousands and tens of thousands of people come to Christ under his ministry.  Whitefield preached more than 18,000 sermons in his lifetime.  Toward the end of his ministry when somebody asked him how many converts he felt that he had seen come to Christ, and  here's what he said:  "There are so many stony-ground hearers which receive the word with joy that I have determined to suspend my judgment till I know the tree by its fruits."  He understood the phenomenon of shallow hearts that relinquish the Word when the hard times come.  

Shallow Roots

Matthew 13:6 says, “when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away.” Christ explains what this means in Matthew 13:20-21, “As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away.”
The sunlight is representative of the “tribulation or persecution” that come with the trials of life and also of the persecution that comes by being identified with Jesus Christ. The false convert has no deep roots of assurance that Christ is the Almighty Savior and merciful God, and that as such has all things in His absolute control. Therefore, when the sunlight of difficulties come, the false convert’s flashy and immediate results begin to wither up and die. If you could see beneath the surface, you would understand why. The tree that had seemed to flourish has shallow roots. The false convert lacks the moisture and nourishment of the deep understanding of the Gospel. His heart is still bedrock and stubborn, and so the false convert falls away and returns to the world of sin.

A true believer on the other hand has a deep understanding of Christ’s ability to save and His control of all things. When tribulation, temptation and persecution come, the true believer flourishes, because He finds Christ’s grace sufficient in impossible situations. His roots go deep into the very person of Christ.

Receives the Word with Gladness but Falls Away

The false convert initially receives the Word of God with joy and gladness (Mark 4:16; Matthew 13:20)—even with tears. If everyone who heard the Gospel from me and received it with tears of fear and joy were still serving Christ today, we would have a much larger congregation! They do “believe” for a season (Luke 8:13). Yet it is not a saving faith, because it is not mixed with repentance. Faith, if it does not reveal itself in the life, is no faith at all, but a dead faith. Jesus said, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62).

The First to Desert the Army
The reason they fall away is because trials, troubles, and tribulations come into their life.  They're like a person who wants to march in the army as a four-star general, but when the first fighting starts, and the first bullet flies, and the first bomb hits, they are the first one to desert.  

Every ministry has those people who walked down the aisle of a church, crying big crocodile tears, got baptized, and for a brief while came to every service of the church.  You would have thought they were on fire for God, but they just flamed out and you never heard from them again.  

True Christians Have Lasting Fruit
Now these people are never really saved. You know this because they do not bear good and lasting fruit. 

Jesus said in Matthew 7:16, “You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles? 17 Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Therefore by their fruits you will know them.”

True Christians persevere till the end.  They endure. They keep going.  John 10:28-29, " I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all[a]; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.”
J C Ryle Quote
J C Ryle, a faithful Anglican preacher of the nineteenth century said, 

“These are they on whom preaching produces temporary impressions, but no deep, lasting, and abiding effect. They take pleasure in hearing sermons in which the truth is faithfully set forth. They can speak with apparent joy and enthusiasm about the sweetness of the Gospel, and the happiness which they experience in listening to it. They can be moved to tears by the appeals of preachers, and talk with apparent earnestness of their own inward conflicts, hopes, struggles, desires, and fears. But unhappily there is no stability about their profession of Christ. "They have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a short time." There is no real work of the Holy Spirit within their hearts. They fade as rapidly as they grow. No sooner does "affliction and persecution arise for the word's sake," than they fall away. Like the grass, they fade and wither away.
There are many in every congregation which hears the Gospel, who are just in this state of soul. They are not careless and inattentive hearers, like many around them, and are therefore tempted to think well of their own condition. They feel a pleasure in the preaching to which they listen, and therefore flatter themselves they must have grace in their hearts. And yet they are thoroughly deceived. Old things have not yet passed away. There is no real work of conversion in their inward man. With all their feelings, affections, joys, hopes, and desires, they are actually on the high road to destruction. They look like they bear fruit, but they have never exchanged their heart of stone of a tender heart of flesh.  They have big words but are shallow and unchanged.”
Applications
Perhaps you are here today, and though you attend church and know your Bible you have no meaningful walk with the Lord.  You’ve never really been converted. 
The rock of your heart is right under the soil of your church attendance.  True faith is not measured by temporary enthusiasm but by lasting fruit. Some of you may be here today because right now Christianity is convenient.  But what if you have to pay a price.  What if you were one of the 21 Christians who gave their lives and were brutally murdered and beheaded by the ISIS barbarians?  Would your profession for Christ still be strong?  Or would you be merely a shallow, stony-ground hearer.

The third soil mentioned is the thorny ground hearer.
III. The thorny (unfruitful) heart, “this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word” vs. 22
Matthew 13:22, “22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.”

These people are unfruitful.  They love the world so they have no meaningful fruit. They will agree to doctrine, but there is no deep change in their lives. They may come to church because they are afraid or simply out of obligation, but they are not will to forsake all and follow Christ. 

These are those who love this world.  They want their "best life now." They want a prosperity Gospel of health and wealth.
Count the Cost, but Deem it Too High
These are people who count the cost, but sadly they love the world so much that they will not come to Christ.  They count the cost and determine it is too high a price to pay.  They will not forsake “father, and mother and children, and houses and lands” and they will not forsake their own life. They love the world and the things that are in the world.  They are the ones who say, “If I come to Christ I’ll have to give up this and that! I could never do that!”
They "hear the word"!  Oh do they hear the word.  They are like those in Jesus day who heard Jesus in so many contexts, but they were never willing to count the cost! 
Examples
These are the worldly converts of easy believism. They pray a prayer but are never changed. 

These are the people that may make a profession of  faith, but have never come to true repentance.  They agree with the facts of the Gospel but are not willing to forsake all and follow Jesus.

These people are like the man in the mirror of James 1:23-24 "who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like." He hears the word, but never changes." His heart is filled with thorns that choke the conviction of the Word.

These are the rich young rulers who say, “What must I do to have eternal life?” But when Jesus says, “You must sell all,” he goes away sorrowfully.

They are like Lot's wife, who loves the world, and while fleeing Sodom looks back.  Like Lot's wife who was turned into a pillar of salt, all those who love the world will perish.

They are like the one who puts his or her hand to the plow and looks back to the world.  They don't want to give up the world.  

Roots of the Weeds Never Removed

The person never experiences a clearing of his heart.  He goes on with God with all the weeds of the world still ruling over the soil of his mind.  The roots of the weeds have not been removed. He just adds Jesus on to the rest of his idols, and because of this, whatever good has come out of his life starts to choke, and he becomes unfruitful.
No Fruit

Matthew 13:22, “22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.”

Indeed, the false convert bears no fruit because his heart has never been changed. He still has a weedy unregenerate heart that chokes the Gospel with the cares of this world. There are immediate tangible results, but the results are superficial because conversion has not occurred. When the false convert is really put to the test he goes back to his own ways. The false convert seemed to grow momentarily–yet his weedy heart had not been changed. His unregenerate heart is again filled with anxieties, allowing this world to have the first place in the heart over Jesus Christ. The false convert does not produce fruit because he was never given the new heart of the true believer in the first place.

J C Ryle Quote
J C Ryle says this about the worldly, thorny ground hearers:
“These are they who attend to the preaching of Christ's truth, and to a certain extent obey it. Their understanding assents to it. Their judgment approves of it. Their conscience is affected by it. Their affections are in favor of it. They acknowledge that it is all right, and good, and worthy of all reception. They even abstain from many things which the Gospel condemns, and adopt many habits which the Gospel requires. But here unhappily they stop short. Something appears to chain them fast, and they never get beyond a certain point in their religion. And the grand secret of their condition is the WORLD. "The cares of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things," prevent the word having its full effect on their souls. With everything apparently that is promising and favorable in their spiritual state, they stand still. They never come up to the full standard of New Testament Christianity. They bring no fruit to perfection.”
IV. The good heart, “this is the one who hears the word and understands it” vs. 23
Matthew 13:23, “23 As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”
The True Christian Teachable and Committed
The true Christian is broken by God's Word.  He doesn't have the stony ground.  He has a soft, receptive, teachable heart.  
He's willing to forsake the world and all of it's deceptions and distractions.  He is wholly committed to death to follow Christ.  

When persecution comes, he or she doesn't fall away.  They become stronger and deeper. They are able to endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus.  They serve Him not for fame or popularity or people or money.
Trials makes them stronger
For those who receive the Word with a good heart…

· the problems and trials of life make your faith stronger.  So we count it all joy! Some of you are suffering profoundly!  The saints go through horrific suffering! Some of you have an unsaved spouse. Some of you have trials with your children. Some of you are going through awful trials at work.  There are misunderstandings everywhere that are trying your faith.  What to do?  God is not cruel! He is testing your faith!  You say with Job, "Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him" (Job 13:15). 
· The prosperities of life are carefully managed for the glory of God, but they are counted as dung as compared to our riches in Christ. They are used for the Kingdom! 
· The pleasures of life are dim compared to our pleasure in Christ. We thank God for all His good gifts from heaven, and we enjoy them all, but they could never compare to the joy we have in Christ! 
Real Christians Bear Fruit! 

Bring forth fruit means that this person kept on bringing forth fruit.  This verb is a continuous actions verb.  This was not a one-time “emotional high” type of experience.  This was not your stony ground, quick response but short-lived scenario.  Where there is true life, there is growth and productivity—granted, some is 30, some 60 and some 100, but growth and productivity none-the-less.
· First, personal fruit - Christians are teachable. They are constantly growing and changing.  They are living a life of constant repentance and faith.  They manifest the fruit of the Spirit.  It's deep internal fruit - deep conviction and obedience as a result of the Holy Spirit.  

· They bear fruit in trials.  The more trials come, the stronger saints get. Though we are tempted to get bitter, God lovingly disciplines us, and we become tender and soft and compassionate through the most horrific trials. 

· They bear fruit of repentance. They are repenting and growing in personal holiness. They are constantly being pruned by the Holy Spirit from worldliness and worldly and sinful habits and attitudes. 

· They bear fruit by evangelizing the lost and especially loving other Christians.  They are not self-focused, but they have self-forgetfulness. That is true bliss! True disciples make more disciples! 

· They abide in Christ and bear fruit!

Abide In Christ and Bear Fruit

All Christians will abide in Christ and bear fruit. Consider John 15:1-8, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.”
Conclusion
Let me ask you, do you have a new heart? Are you a new creation?  Have you had the heart of stone taken out, and a new heart put in? 
Martyn Lloyd Jones said, “[Christianity] is not a matter of words. Any man can say, ‘Lord! Lord!’ but if he still goes on with his sin…he is not a justified man."

The true Christian's heart is radically changed that he has a total surrender of His life to the Lord.  Has your heart been transformed?

As C. S. Lewis once put it so memorably, 
“There are only two kinds of people in the end:—those who say to God, ‘Thy will be done,’ and those to whom God says … ‘Thy will be done.’ ” 
May we be those who say: Your will be done!  Surrender all to Christ!  Let Him till the soil of your heart completely! 
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