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"There are so many stony-ground hearers which receive the word with joy that I have determined to suspend my judgment till I know the tree by its fruits.”

- George Whitefield
O

pen your Bible to Matthew 13. We are continuing in our series in the book of Matthew entitled “Kingdom Come.” This morning we are looking at a message entitled: "The Four Soils of the Heart.”

Why God’s Word Doesn’t Take Root

We’ve all been there.  In the middle of the night.  Praying desperately for a loved one to be saved.  Perhaps it’s a mother or father getting up in years.  Perhaps it’s son or a daughter.  It could be a best friend who’s in trouble.  You give them the Word of God, but it just doesn’t take root.  Why? You’ve seen others receive the Word enthusiastically, but some of your family and friends seem so hard.  Why? I want to answer that question for you today.
Why Aren’t More People Transformed?

Paul said, “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one who believes; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek” (Romans 1:16).  If God’s Word is the power of salvation, then do we not see more people transformed by God’s Word?  Why doesn’t God’s Word always plant itself in our lives and grow?  Isn’t it powerful enough?  We know it’s infinitely powerful.  What’s the problem?
Bad Soil – Sermon by the Sea
You’ve heard of the Sermon on the Mount, well, this is the “Sermon by the Sea”.    In our passage, Jesus gives a parable that tells us that the problem is not with the message or with the messenger.  The problem is with the soil!  

There’s nothing wrong with the message.  You’re right with God as far as you can tell, and so there’s nothing wrong with the messenger.  Why aren’t people converted?

We're going to find out that sometimes Jesus gives out the Gospel and nothing really happens.  Why is that?  Because of bad soil!

Reading of Holy Scripture - Matthew 13:1-9
“That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 And great crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6 but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 He who has ears, let him hear.”
I. The emphasis of the parable: the human heart, “Other seeds fell on good soil” vs. 8.
What is a Parable?
We have the most powerful message that will convert souls.  Yet Jesus hides the message of the Gospel through parables. William Barclay defines a parable as an earthly story with a spiritual meaning. Paul tells us that “the things of the Spirit of God are foolishness to the natural [or unconverted] mind” (1 Cor. 2:14).

As we see Jesus speaking in parables, we are awakened to a very important change in Jesus’ ministry. This is the moment when Jesus stops speaking plainly to the crowds, and starts hiding the glorious mercy and grace of God from proud hearers.  We know of many parables in Jesus ministry, somewhere around 27 in total.  Examples are abundant: the prodigal son (Luke 15:11–32), the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25–37), the sheep and the goats (Matt. 25:31–46), and others, including the parables of the kingdom that we have come to now (Matt. 13:1–52). As I said, by my count there are twenty-seven parables in the four Gospels, though some are similar and may merely be different versions of the same root story.

The Emphasis of the Parable
The emphasis in the parable is not on the Sower. Unquestionably the Sower is the Lord Jesus Christ because Jesus says in verse 16, “But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. 17 For truly, I say to you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.” And then He proceeds to explain the parable of the soils.

The emphasis of the parable is not the seed, though it is important.  The Seed is identified in verse 18 at “the Word of the Kingdom.”  We might today call it the Gospel. The Word of the Living God is just like seed – it is full of life, and when it is planted in the right soil, God supernaturally causes it to germinate, and it begins to grow. So it is a picture of the Word of God that is received into the heart of man. 

But the primary emphasis of this very familiar parable today is not on the Sower, nor is it on the Seed, but it is on the SOILS of the human heart. There are four kinds of soils here that represent the various conditions of the human heart. 

The Soils of God’s People in the Visible Church
This parable is really a story about the Gospel proclamation of our Lord Jesus Christ, and its implications for us today.  This parable is not necessarily addressed to unconverted people with evangelistic design in order to win them to Christ. This parable is addressed, we might say, to the church – to the people of God.  Among the visible church there are believing people and unbelieving people. 

In Jesus’ day, all the people He spoke to were of Israel.  They were the people of God. They all would have made an outward profession of faith in Yahweh.  But now Yahweh has come to earth and preaches to them, but not all are true believers.

The Greatest Preacher’s Ministry

Revealed in this parable is the result of our Lord’s ministry in the first twelve (12) chapters. This parable is an interpretation of Matthew 1-12 and the rest of Jesus’ ministry.

The Sower, Jesus Christ has gone out to sow.  And He sows the Gospel of the Kingdom into Galilee, and into Judea, and into Jerusalem and even into Samaria.  

The Seed has been sown into the hearts of the Pharisees and the Scribes and Saducees.  It’s even gone into the hearts of the sinners and the despised Samaritans.  It’s gone everywhere! And not everyone has been saved, even under the preaching of the greatest Preacher who has ever lived and who has ever lifted His voice to expound God’s transforming Word.

A Varied Response
The preaching ministry of Christ has been met with a varied response. It is shocking to realize that the response to greatest preaching ministry ever is quite varied. 

· Many have been indifferent to His message. 

· Others have been shallow and pliable in their response.  

· The leaders of Israel are outright defiant in their opposition of the Son of God. There has been much rejection of His message.  There has been much apostasy and falling away. 
· In Galilee, people show an initial interest and follow Christ with enthusiasm, but then when He presses the demands of discipleship and calls them to the point of commitment to Himself, they fall away, and they no longer follow Him anymore. 
The Most Powerful Message
The Greatest Preacher preached the most powerful message known to man.  Paul says that the Gospel is “the power of God unto salvation to everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16). Yet it seems to fail in having the effect you might imagine.

The Disciples May Think Christ’s Ministry is a Failure
In the midst of all of this there has been a small group within the multitude who have come to saving faith in the Son of God.  The disciples may be tempted to think that Christ’s Gospel ministry and message is a failure.  They may be tempted to think they need to abandon the mission; or they need to add something to the message or edit the message all together. Isn’t that what people are doing today when they don’t get results?  They edit the message. They abandon the mission of Christ. They stop pressing the demands of discipleship.

Why is This Parable Given?
This parable is given by Jesus so his disciples, both then and now, will know how His ministry bears fruit. We don’t need to change the mission.  We don’t need to change the message.  Because if you do, you will be rejecting the Messenger, our Lord Jesus Christ.  The message doesn’t need changing.  You simply need to know how His ministry bears fruit.

Jesus Wants to Open Our Eyes to Rejection to the Greatest Message
Jesus wants the eyes of all of His disciples opened, so that as they carry the Gospel to the far reaches of the earth, they will not be sadly disillusioned.  You see in the preaching of the greatest message given to men, there will always be hardened rejection of that message coming from the hearts of men and women and children who hear this message.

There will also be others who will give the appearance of accepting the message, and then they will fall away.  You need to know on the front end what to expect, or you will be set up for great disappointment.
Where’s the Problem?

It’s not a problem with the mission, the message, or the Messenger.  It’s a problem with the hearers. It’s a problem with the human heart.

This parable reveals one of the greatest mysteries of Gospel ministry.  Why don’t people respond?  Because of the hardness and pride of the human heart.  This parable unveils the human heart.  It allows us to see what man could not otherwise see.  “Man looks on the outward appearance, but God looks upon the heart.” Now with this parable we can see into the condition of every human heart to see what its true state is.

II. The people in the parable, “great crowds gathered about him” vs. 1-9. 
The Crowd
Matthew 13:1-2, “That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 And great crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach.”

This may have been the largest crowd that Jesus ever addressed in His public ministry.  Jesus is in a boat on the Sea of Galilee, and He is speaking to multiplied thousands of people who are nestled on the bank and up the hill in a natural amphitheater. If you were to go to this location today, you would find the water provides a perfect natural sounding board so that the crowds can be saturated by the voice of the Son of God. 

God made this beach like a natural amphitheater for the voice of the Son of God to carry to the ears of these dear people that He loved.
Imagine hearing Jesus on this important day. 
· It was the day that Jesus condemned the Scribes and Pharisees.  
· On that day He had poured out His mercy in the healings of thousands of people with various unnamed diseases.  
· He cast out many demons and healed all who came to Him.  It says that great crowds gathered to him.  
Many have estimated that this may have been the largest crowd Jesus spoke to.  Larger than the feeding of the 5000.  There could have been more than 20 or 30,000 people gathered on the hillside of Galilee. They are the rich and the poor, the leaders and the populous, the synagogue goers and the outcasts and sinners.
Who listens to the Gospel message? You may be surprised! 

Pushed to the Water’s Edge
Jesus must have been pushed to the water’s edge by so large a crowd and seeking to put some distance between the people and Himself in order to address the crowd better, Jesus “got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach” (vs. 2).

A Perfect Messenger BROADCASTING the Seed
And notice where Jesus casts the seed: EVERYWHERE. He casts it to hard hearts, shallow hearts, and hearts strangled by the world, and hearts ready to act on the Gospel.

The idea is that Jesus was “broadcasting” the seed of the Gospel sort of like a radio tower broadcasts someone’s voice.  It goes to everyone without distinction. This is our perfect Messenger.  He wants every creature to hear His message. And so the seed falls on the hardened pathways and trails that would have gone through the harvest field. He even throws it on rocky soil and thorny ground and on good soil.  He broadcasts the seed of His Gospel everywhere.

We have a perfect and merciful Messenger, don’t we?

The Story is Given
Jesus tells the story to people with various kinds of hearts.  And He describes them as certain kinds of soils.

The wayside soil is the person with the hardened hearer. It is the well-worn pathway that the Sower travels on. This is dirt that’s been packed down.  The seed cannot get down into the soil. 

The shallow, stony ground has seed that’s thrown on a very thin layer of soil, but underneath it’s nothing but rock and mountain. When the seed falls on it, it grows up quickly, but there is no room for deep growth.  The roots actually come up and are exposed to the air and it dies. At first it looks like it’s going to grow as a very healthy tree, but it dies shortly thereafter.

The thorny ground has so many weeds, that there is not room for the seed to grow together.  The weeds will always choke out the good seed.  It too initially begin to grow, but it is soon choked out and it withers and dies.

The fourth soil is the good ground.  It’s cleared of rocks and weeds. It’s fertile, it’s broken, and it’s moist and watered. It’s cultivated. It’s tilled. There are no rocks underneath.  It’s not been packed down underfoot.  It’s soft and receptive. This is the good soil that bears the good fruit.

III. The mystery of the parables, “Why do you speak to them in parables?” vs. 10-17. 
Why Hide the Message?
Matthew 13:10-11, “Then the disciples came and said to him, “Why do you speak to them in parables?” 11 And he answered them, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given.”
Verses 10–17 make clear, Jesus adopted the use of parables at this specific stage in his ministry for the deliberate purpose of withholding further truth about himself and the kingdom of heaven from the crowds.

The MYSTERY of the Kingdom
The nature of the Kingdom is now being revealed. To this time it has been a secret or a “mystery.” In the Bible there is what is known as progressive revelation. The Jews of Jesus day thought the Kingdom would come in power and might, and Messiah would come and overthrow the Roman Empire.  Jesus is saying “NO”! The Kingdom will come by the hearing of the Word of God. 
Why Speak in Parables?
When the disciples came to Jesus and said to Him, “Why do You speak to them [the multitudes] in parables?” it was the fact that the parables were unexplained that puzzled them. They were asking, in effect, “Why do you bother saying anything to them at all, if they can’t understand it?”

Two Fold Purpose
At this point Jesus gives the twofold reason for His speaking in parables: to reveal meaning to those who receive Him and to conceal meaning from those who do not. Paul tells us that “the things of the Spirit of God are foolishness to the natural [or unconverted] mind” (1 Cor. 2:14).  If a person is converted, they will understand the parable.
Parabolē (parable) is a compound word made up of a form of the verb ballō (to throw, lay, or place) and the prefix para (meaning alongside of). The idea is that of placing, or laying, something alongside of something else for the purpose of comparison.

Jesus Speaks in Private to Reveal Only to His Disciples
Notice in verse 10, Jesus’ disciples are coming to Him in private.  The crowd is gone, and now Jesus is going to reveal the meaning of the parable only to converted hearts. He hides the meaning purposely from those who have not responded.
The Secrets of the Kingdom Now Revealed
Up until this time, the secrets of the kingdom of Heaven had not been revealed. Now Jesus was going to reveal that the Kingdom would first come through broken hearts and humility.  He would redeem His people before He comes in power and glory to redeem the world.
Growing in Grace
These true believers will be growing in grace. Verse 11, “11 And he answered them, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. 12 For to the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an abundance, but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.” The person who accepts the true Light (John 1:9) will receive still further light as he grows in obedience and maturity in the Lord.
He or she will be given “grace upon grace.” He will “grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 3:18).  

But to the one who has rejected the Savior, even the Gospel he or she has heard will be taken away.  
Plenty of Light
The people of Jesus day had been given plenty of light!  They were going to be blinded by their own pride.  God is not a trickster.  Jesus had many times over given them the Gospel, and demonstrated the power to confirm His message was true.
Isaiah’s Prophecy
These people were fulfilling an ancient prophecy in Isaiah.  How could these people receive such amazing revelation, teaching, and healings and still be hardened?
Verses 13-15, “13 This is why I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 14 Indeed, in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled that says:

“You will indeed hear but never understand,
    and you will indeed see but never perceive.”
15 For this people's heart has grown dull,
    and with their ears they can barely hear,
    and their eyes they have closed,
lest they should see with their eyes
    and hear with their ears
and understand with their heart
    and turn, and I would heal them.”

So Jesus speaks in parables to demonstrate the condemnation of people who had received so much.  The words of the Spirit of God are foolishness – nonsense – to the natural mind.  They had been given so much light, but they did not respond to it!
Have You Responded to God’s Word?
Let me ask you, have you responded to God’s Word?  You will not receive more understanding until you respond to what you have. 
Personal Instruction
Jesus says in verses 16-17, “16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. 17 For truly, I say to you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.”
When men choose to believe God’s Word and trust in His grace, He gives them salvation and more and more truth by which to walk and to worship. Part of the Lord’s ministry was to give understanding of His Word to those who trusted in Him.  Jesus was always giving the believing disciples personal instruction.  
The Ministry of the Holy Spirit
Today we don’t have Jesus, but we have someone just like Jesus.  We have the Holy Spirit. As Paul says in Ephesians 1:17, we have “the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened.” The Spirit of Truth guides us into all truth today.  Our eyes are open.  As we yield to the Spirit, Jesus teaches us more and more through the Word. It’s a constant progressive process of “growing and changing in Christ.”
IV. The soils of the parable, “great crowds gathered about him” vs. 18-23. 
The Soils
The first three soils represent hearts that are outside the kingdom.  There is only one heart that believes.  There is no middle ground in our response to Jesus’ message.  There is no half-way Christianity.  Let’s look at the first heart.
I. THE HARDENED HEARER
Matthew 13:18-19, “18 Hear then the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path.” 
Satan Takes the Seed
These are the people whose hearts have been packed under and their hearts are hard. They are like the pathways in the field.  Like the Pharisees, these people hear the Word of God constantly, and their hearts are so hard, that Satan is always there to take the good Seed of God’s Word away.
Satan is always gathering up seed that does not work its way into the soul. The Word never penetrates.  They hear it, but it does not take root. There is no conviction of sin.  There is no souls searching or self-examination or taking stock of where one stands before the Lord.  These do not take to heart the offer of salvation.  Even Jesus Christ Himself sows the seed, the seed is gobbled up by Satan and it is taken away.

Like the Pharisees, they hear the Word of God – they may like the religious leaders of Israel, study the Word, but they don’t allow it to break their pride. So the devil snatches the Word and its power to pummel the hard hearts.  So they remain hardened.
Satan Veils the Gospel’s Power
2 Cor. 4:3-4, “if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” Satan’s initials are etched into the hearts of these people.  They hear but they do not believe.
Examples
These are the Pharoahs who harden their own heart. These are the Pilates who so lightly say, “What is truth?” These are the Felixes who say, “Go away for another convenient time.”
These are the Pharisees who have trampled under foot the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
J C Ryle Quote
JC Ryle says of these hardened people, “These are they who hear sermons, but pay no attention to them. They go to a place of worship, for form or fashion, or to appear respectable before men. But they take no interest whatever in the preaching. It seems to them a mere matter of words and names, and unintelligible talk. It is neither money, nor food, nor drink, nor clothes, nor company; and as they sit under the sound of it, they are taken up with thinking of other things. It matters nothing whether it is Law or Gospel. It produces no more effect on them than water on a stone. And at the end they go away, knowing no more than when they came in.

There are myriads of professing Christians in this state of soul. There is hardly a church or chapel, where scores of them are not to be found. Sunday after Sunday they allow the devil to catch away the good seed that is sown on the surface of their hearts. Week after week they live on, without faith, or fear, or knowledge, or grace--feeling nothing, caring nothing, taking no more interest in religion, than if Christ had never died on the cross at all. And in this state they often die and are buried, and are lost forever in hell.”
Birds of Satan are Circling
Some of you have the birds of Satan hovering over your head.  I’ve known people who have recently left this fellowship and are living in the world because though they have heard the Word of God for years, some of them being raised in the church, yet the Word of God has no effect on them.
You Are Not Willing to Soften Your Heart
The same Word that hardens the clay softens the wax. The Word of God that was meant to soften you is hardening some of you. Every time the Word is preached you are content with mere knowledge of the Word.  A superficial understanding of doctrine.  But you don’t know Christ! You are not willing to soften your heart!  

II. THE STONY-GROUND HEARER
Matthew 13:20-21, “20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away.”
The Shallow Heart
This is the heart that had soil.  It was fertile.  It was moist.  It’s just that the ground is shallow.  There is still a stony heart underneath.
The Topography of Palestine
If you've ever studied about the topography of Israel, you know that much of Israel is limestone and bedrock that is covered over with a thin layer of soil.  Whenever you plant seed on this soil it cannot take root because although it appears to begin to grow, it runs into hard rock.  You see, the first soil was soil where seed could not get in; this is soil where seed cannot get down.  

This person’s decision for Christ is nothing more than superficial shallow emotionalism that does not become true salvation.  Now we have all known people like this.  They go up like a rocket, but very shortly come down like a rock.  
The First to Desert the Army
The reason they fall away is because trials, troubles, and tribulations come into their life.  They're like a person who wants to march in the army as a four-star general, but when the first fighting starts, and the first bullet flies, and the first bomb hits, they are the first one to desert.  

Every ministry has those people who walked down the aisle of a church, crying big crocodile tears, got baptized, and for a brief while came to every service of the church.  You would have thought they were on fire for God, but they just flamed out and you never heard from them again.  

You Will Know Them By Good Lasting Fruit
Now these people are never really saved. You know this because they do not bear good and lasting fruit. 

Jesus said in Matthew 7:16, “You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles? 17 Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Therefore by their fruits you will know them.”
J C Ryle Quote
J C Ryle, a faithful British preacher of the Nineteenth century said, 

“These are they on whom preaching produces temporary impressions, but no deep, lasting, and abiding effect. They take pleasure in hearing sermons in which the truth is faithfully set forth. They can speak with apparent joy and enthusiasm about the sweetness of the Gospel, and the happiness which they experience in listening to it. They can be moved to tears by the appeals of preachers, and talk with apparent earnestness of their own inward conflicts, hopes, struggles, desires, and fears. But unhappily there is no stability about their profession of Christ. "They have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a short time." There is no real work of the Holy Spirit within their hearts. They fade as rapidly as they grow. No sooner does "affliction and persecution arise for the word's sake," than they fall away. Like the grass, they fade and wither away.
There are many in every congregation which hears the Gospel, who are just in this state of soul. They are not careless and inattentive hearers, like many around them, and are therefore tempted to think well of their own condition. They feel a pleasure in the preaching to which they listen, and therefore flatter themselves they must have grace in their hearts. And yet they are thoroughly deceived. Old things have not yet passed away. There is no real work of conversion in their inward man. With all their feelings, affections, joys, hopes, and desires, they are actually on the high road to destruction. They look like they bear fruit, but they have never exchanged their heart of stone of a tender heart of flesh.  They have big words but are shallow and unchanged.”
Examples
Stony ground hearers are like the crowds on Palm Sunday.  As Jesus enters Jerusalem, they cry, “Hosanna in the highest to the Son of David.” But just five (5) days later, they are screaming, “Crucify Him! His blood be upon us!  Crucify the Son of David!” How fickle they are when difficulty comes.

These are like the Hebrews 6 hearers who is "been enlightened, has tasted the gift of new life from God, has shared in the power of the Holy Spirit, and has known the goodness of God’s revelation and the powers of the coming age" (4-6).
Illustration (George Whitefield)
George Whitefield is one of the greatest preachers in the history of America.  He had uncounted thousands and tens of thousands of people come to Christ under his ministry.  Whitefield preached more than 18,000 sermons in his lifetime.  Toward the end of his ministry when somebody asked him how many converts he felt that he had seen come to Christ, and  here's what he said:  "There are so many stony-ground hearers which receive the word with joy that I have determined to suspend my judgment till I know the tree by its fruits."  He understood the phenomenon of shallow hearts that relinquish the Word when the hard times come.  

Applications
Perhaps you are here today, and though you attend church and know your Bible you have no meaningful walk with the Lord.  You’ve never really been converted. 
The rock of your heart is right under the soil of your church attendance.  True faith is not measured by temporary enthusiasm but by lasting fruit. Some of you may be here today because right now Christianity is convenient.  But what if you have to pay a price.  What if you were one of the 21 Christians who gave their lives and were brutally murdered and beheaded by the ISIS barbarians?  Would your profession for Christ still be strong?  Or would you be merely a shallow, stony-ground hearer.

The third soil mentioned is the thorny ground hearer.
III. THE THORNY-GROUND HEARER
Matthew 13:22, “22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.”

These are those who love this world.  They want their "best life now." They want a prosperity Gospel of health and wealth.
Will Not Come to Christ
These are people who count the cost and love the world so much that they will not come to Christ.  They count the cost and determine it is too high a price to pay.  They will not forsake “father, and mother and children, and houses and lands” and they will not forsake their own life. They love the world and the things that are in the world.  They are the ones who say, “If I come to Christ I’ll have to give up this and that! I could never do that!”
They "hear the word"!  Oh do they hear the word.  They are like those in Jesus day who heard Jesus in so many contexts, but they were never willing to count the cost! 
Examples
These are the rich young rulers who say, “What must I do to have eternal life?” But when Jesus says, “You must sell all,” he goes away sorrowfully.

They are like Lot's wife, who loves the world, and while fleeing Sodom looks back.  Like Lot's wife who was turned into a pillar of salt, all those who love the world will perish.

They are like the one who puts his or her hand to the plow and looks back to the world.  They don't want to give up the world.  

The person never experiences a clearing of his heart.  He goes on with God with all the weeds of the world still ruling over the soil of his mind.  He just adds Jesus on to the rest of his idols, and because of this, what ever good has come out of his life starts to choke, and he becomes unfruitful.
Never a Clearing of Heart

There are three things, according to the Lord, that can literally choke the spiritual life out of a person, and can prevent them from having a true relationship with God.  

· There are the problems and trials of life that we all have, and unfortunately people don't realize that Christians have problems just like non-Christians.  

· There are the prosperities of life the tendency to make this world your home, and care everything about the world that is here and nothing about the world to come.  

· Then there are the pleasures of life; the desire to make sure that you live in comfort and ease and not count the cost of following Jesus Christ.  

J C Ryle Quote
J C Ryle says this about the worldly, thorny ground hearers:
“These are they who attend to the preaching of Christ's truth, and to a certain extent obey it. Their understanding assents to it. Their judgment approves of it. Their conscience is affected by it. Their affections are in favor of it. They acknowledge that it is all right, and good, and worthy of all reception. They even abstain from many things which the Gospel condemns, and adopt many habits which the Gospel requires. But here unhappily they stop short. Something appears to chain them fast, and they never get beyond a certain point in their religion. And the grand secret of their condition is the WORLD. "The cares of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things," prevent the word having its full effect on their souls. With everything apparently that is promising and favorable in their spiritual state, they stand still. They never come up to the full standard of New Testament Christianity. They bring no fruit to perfection.”
IV. THE GOOD-GROUND HEARER
Matthew 13:23, “23 As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”
The True Christian Soft and Committed
The true Christian is broken by God's Word.  He doesn't have the stony ground.  He has a soft, receptive heart.  
He's willing to forsake the world and all of it's deceptions and distractions.  He is wholly committed to death to follow Christ.  

When persecution comes, he or she doesn't fall away.  They become stronger and deeper. They are able to endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus.  They serve Him not for fame or popularity or people or money.
Opposition makes them stronger
For those who receive the Word with a good heart…

· the problems and trials of life make your faith stronger.  So we count it all joy!

· The prosperities of life are carefully managed for the glory of God, but they are counted as dung as compared to our riches in Christ. 

· The pleasures of life are dim compared to our pleasure in Christ. Our greatest joy is to walk in the presence of Jesus.  

They Bear Fruit! 

Bring forth fruit means that this person kept on bringing forth fruit.  This verb is a continuous actions verb.  This was not a one-time “emotional high” type of experience.  This was not your stony ground, quick response but short-lived scenario.  Where there is true life, there is growth and productivity—granted, some is 30, some 60 and some 100, but growth and productivity none-the-less.
Identify the Problem
I heard about a woman who came into the house one day and said, "Honey, we've got trouble with the car; it's got water in the carburetor."  The husband said, "Water in the carburetor, that's ridiculous."   She said, "I'm telling you, the car has water in the carburetor."  The husband said, "You don't even know what a carburetor looks like.  Where is the car?"  She said, "In the swimming pool."

If you fail to identify the problem you'll never find the solution.  We can make all kinds of excuses, but the problem is our heart.  Whenever someone says to me, "You know I read my Bible but I never get anything out of it," I immediately know the problem is not with the Bible, the problem is with the person.  

Now what is the point of the parable for you and me? Simply this:  the Gospel is the power of God, the Bible is the word of God and Jesus is the Son of  God, and if you humbly receive the perfect message from the perfect messenger, your life will be changed.  The soil of your heart will bear fruit!  
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