The Sin God Will Not Forgive
Matthew 12:22-32
___________________________________________

King of Kings! (Gospel of Matthew Series)

Prepared by: Matthew S. Black

Sunday, January 11, 2015, 10:30am at Living Hope Church of Roselle, Illinois TC "Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
“It is excessively foolish to argue that God will be cruel if He never pardon a sin, since the horror at it ought to have such an effect on all of us, as to make our hair stand on our head… Those who reason in that manner do not sufficiently consider what a monstrous crime it is, not only to profane intentionally the sacred name of God, but to spit in His face when He shines evidently before us.”

- John Calvin
O

pen your Bible to Matthew 12. We are returning back to our series in the book of Matthew entitled “Kingdom Come.” This morning we are looking at a message entitled: "The Unforgivable Sin."
Fake Doctors [show slide]
I would like you to meet Dr. William Hamman. For years he was a respected cardiologist and had also at one time been a United Airlines captain. The only problem is that Dr. Hamman is in fact not a doctor at all.  The AP wanted to run an article lauding his work and found he had no medical residency, fellowship, doctoral degree or the 15 years of clinical experience he claimed. He attended medical school for a few years but withdrew and didn’t graduate.  He duped hospitals and universities where he taught as an expert. He even duped the American Medical Association.

Introduction

In today’s passage in Matthew 12:22-32, Jesus does an amazing miracle. He heals a Helen Keller type person.  Someone who is blind and deaf, and even demon possessed.  Jesus is amazing isn’t He?  He’s so gracious to come to this rebellious, sin-cursed earth and rescue us from our sin.

But like the fake doctor in our illustration, there are a whole lot of fake believers that see this miracle that Jesus does and show that they are not believers at all. They look like believers.  They act like believers.  They know everything believers know.  But they are not believers.  They are fakes.  They recognize Jesus has obvious supernatural powers, but being the fakes that they are, they attribute his powers to the devil.  They disregard the one who wants to save them, and commit a sin that God will not forgive.

You might be saying, “Whoa, you mean there is a sin that God will not forgive?” Yes. That’s exactly right.  And we are going to see what that sin is today, and see why Jesus teaches us about it.  Let’s read about it in Matthew 12:22-32.

Holy Scripture: Matthew 12:22-32
“Then a demon-oppressed man who was blind and mute was brought to him, and he healed him, so that the man spoke and saw. 23 And all the people were amazed, and said, “Can this be the Son of David?”24 But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, “It is only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that this man casts out demons.” 25 Knowing their thoughts, he said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and no city or house divided against itself will stand. 26 And if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then will his kingdom stand? 27 And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. 28 But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 29 Or how can someone enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? Then indeed he may plunder his house. 30 Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters. 31 Therefore I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven people, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. 32 And whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.”

I. Tremble Before God
Aslan is Not Safe! 
Do you remember the line in the CS Lewis book “The Lion, the witch, and the wardrobe?” Where Mr. Beaver tells Susan about the great Lion Aslan.  Mr. Beaver explains: “Aslan is a lion- the Lion, the great Lion." "Ooh" said Susan. "I'd thought he was a man. Is he-quite safe? I shall feel rather nervous about meeting a lion"..."Safe?" said Mr Beaver ..."Who said anything about safe? 'Course he isn't safe. But he's good. He's the King, I tell you.”
What we are going to learn today is that we need to fear God. We cannot reject His love without consequence.  God is good.  He is not capricious.  He is longsufferingly patient and kind. God should be feared.  He can cast both body and soul into hell.  He doesn’t want to do that. He’s not willing that any should perish. He wants all to come to repentance. But there are some people who God will throw both body and soul into hell.  There is a sin that a person can commit that is unforgivable.  It’s not an easy sin to commit.  It takes repeated exposure to the truth and constant rejection of the truth.  But it could happen.  And I would dare say that it is committed on a regular basis around the world.   

Matthew 10:28, “…do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.”

Don’t Misunderstand: God is Good! 
Don’t misunderstand me.  God is so good. We have a merciful God don’t we? He left His throne above to save us.  As the prophet Micah 7:18 says, “Who is a pardoning God like you, passing over iniquity and transgression?” I need a God like that because I am a man of unclean lips and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips. 

The Unforgivable Sin sounds Cruel

The thought of an unforgivable sin sounds cruel and monstrous, but John Calvin says the true monsters of iniquity are those in the human race. Listen to him:
“It is excessively foolish to argue that God will be cruel if He never pardon a sin, since the horror at it ought to have such an effect on all of us, as to make our hair stand on our head… Those who reason in that manner do not sufficiently consider what a monstrous crime it is, not only to profane intentionally the sacred name of God, but to spit in His face when He shines evidently before us.”

From a Blog – Brian, US Coast Guard, Texas:

I just got so mad at God about 2 weeks ago that I literally just blocked Him out of my life for awhile. After realizing what an idiot I was, I also realized that I may have committed the “unforgivable sin.” I'm going to be honest, it was pretty bad; I don't remember exactly what I said but it was bad. I can't remember if I committed the blasphemous thing or not.....that's the problem. If I did, does it mean it's all over for me? I'm extremely worried and nervous right now and in need of a lot of help.

We need to know what this sin is so that we will tremble at the reality of it, but not be misled into false alarm, or even worse, so that we will not mislead others! Right now, we should pray that there is a Christian in Brian’s life (and many others like him) who can comfort him with the promises of the gospel and direct him to flee to Christ for refuge from the guilt of sin. What would you say if Brian was your friend and he came to you?

Don Whitney – Pulling the Bus off the Road
In his excellent book, How Can I Be Sure I’m a Christian, Donald Whitney tells how a friend of his had an experience 30 years ago that was so haunting he can still remember it today. This friend at the time was a teenager en route to a summer church camp. This young man repeated a joke that included a reference to the Holy Spirit. The driver of this young person’s vehicle immediately wrenched the bus off the road, came back, and pointed a finger in the face of the youth. “Don’t ever make a joke about the Holy Spirit,” he solemnly intoned. “You may have just committed the unforgivable sin.” However well-intentioned the bus driver was, he caused a young man to be terrified that he had inadvertently forfeited his salvation.

Calvin said “the horror at it ought to have such an effect on all of us, as to make our hair stand on our head.” The bus driver was sufficiently alarmed so as to pull the bus off the road. And many people today are frightened that they are guilty of a sin for which there is no possibility of forgiveness.

But is there really a sin that God will not forgive? Is there really anything to fear?

Matthew 12:31-32, “Therefore I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven people, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. 32 And whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.”

God’s is the Only Opinion that Matters

Who alone has authority on earth to forgive sins? Jesus, King of kings and Lord of lords. And here he is describing a limit on God’s forgiveness. God’s opinion is the only one that matters. People may think lightly of sin. We may think lightly of our sin. But finally the only one who really matters is the One we have sinned against. What does God think? Will He forgive?

When God Says Never He Means Never

Jesus is definite about this: There is a sin that will not be forgiven. Never! Mark 3:28-29, “Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of man, and whatever blasphemies they utter, but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin…” Sometimes human beings say they will never forgive, and later we change our minds. Even if a human being never forgives you, life goes on. But when God says never, he means never! 

John Piper Quote: I Will Never Forgive You

John Piper rightly expresses the finality of this: 

“If God says to you, “Never will I forgive you,” then a million ages from now his verdict will be like granite. His sentences [of condemnation] are as unbreakable as His pardons… If all the mountains on the earth were wearing down at the rate of one millimeter every thousand years, blasphemy against the Holy Spirit would still be unforgiven when the face of the earth is as smooth as a billiard ball. It is an eternally unforgivable sin.”
The Horror of this Sin

So, yes, there is in reality a sin which God will never forgive. And the horror of it ought to make us tremble.

If You Tremble You Are Not Guilty of It

But if you are trembling right now, let me offer you some hope: rejoice in the fact that the reality of unforgiven, unforgivable sin makes you tremble! The fact that you are trembling over it is a sure sign that you are not presently guilty of it.

What is it? 
If there is such a thing as an unforgivable sin, then we need to know what it is. 

John Calvin said, “It is excessively foolish to argue that God will be cruel if he never pardon a sin, since the horror at it ought to have such an effect on all of us, as to make our hair stand on our head… Those who reason in that manner do not sufficiently consider what a monstrous crime it is, not only to profane intentionally the sacred name of God, but to spit in his face when he shines evidently before us.”

What could be more dreadful than to hear God say, “I will never forgive you”?
We need to know what the unforgivable sin is because many people who have not committed this sin fear that they have. They are like Bunyan’s man in an iron cage. Maybe you’ve been in the position of worrying you’ve committed the unforgivable sin. I wouldn’t be surprised if someone here today struggles with such fears (and they can be paralyzing). Or maybe you’ve never struggled with this issue – but listen carefully, because someone in your life right now or in the future may be in deep distress about this issue, and you will need clear answers from God’s Word to be a comfort.

Some Here Will Perish in Hell

Listen to this – there are some, I dare say, very possibly in this room here this morning.  Some of you I am looking at with my very eyes that will perish in the Lake of fire forever and ever. And that concerns me.

And today, there are some here, and you are not aware that you are right now condemned.  You are on your way to hell.  The Pharisees who saw Christ’s miracle knew it was supernatural, but they rejected Him and still thought they were on their way to Heaven.

Taking the King for Granted

So it may be with some of you here today.  Christ the King, the Messiah has given all for you, but you do not cherish Him.  If you were honest you might say he is a bore to you.  His Word is boring and His Spirit is burdensome. 

Wake up!  

II. Embrace the Love of God
As we look at the unforgivable sin, I don’t want us to miss the obvious.  The whole point of warning us is so that we will not miss the love of God.  Look at verse 28: “if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.…” Matthew 12:28
Jesus loves you and wants to save you.  It’s obvious from the story.  Look back at verse 22.
Can This Be David’s Son?

Matthew 12:22ff, “Then a demon-oppressed man who was blind and mute was brought to him, and he healed him, so that the man spoke and saw. 23 And all the people were amazed, and said, “Can this be the Son of David?”
That’s a good question.  That’s what they should have been thinking.  “Can this be the Son of David?” Is this the glorious Son of Man, the Messiah, who would enter the world to save the human race?  Is this the Davidic king who will conquer all enemies?  Well obviously they could not deny that this was the case. But if this was the case, they had to repent.  

Calling Jesus a Devil

Religion had hidden the true state of the Pharisee’s lawless hearts, and they did not want to repent. So they came up with an alternative.  Call Jesus a devil and reject the work of the Holy Spirit.

Matthew 12:24ff, “But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, “It is only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that this man casts out demons.” 25 Knowing their thoughts, he said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and no city or house divided against itself will stand. 26 And if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then will his kingdom stand? 27 And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. 28 But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.” 

Who Commits the Unforgivable Sin? 

My desire is that every person that can hear my voice this morning will check themselves.  Test yourself to see whether you be in the faith. The worst thing would be for you to think you are truly a Christian, but be mistaken and die and perish forever in hell.  The people who commit the unforgivable sin in this passage are not ordinary pagans.  They are well taught Bible students. 

The truth is that the people who committed this sin looked like true believers.  And what we get out of this passage today is that you can look like a Christian, act like a Christian, know everything a Christian knows, and not actually truly be a Christian.  

In fact, the place of great knowledge can be a very dangerous place. The Puritans used to say, “The same sun that softens the wax, hardens the clay.”
What you need to know is that people who reject the love of God and take His constant love for granted are those who commit the unforgivable sin.
Salvation Not By Human Means

Getting into the kingdom is not done by human means.  “Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit says the Lord.”

You must come by way of the Spirit of Christ.  Like the only cure serum for a deadly disease, if you reject His work, there is no hope of forgiveness. Rejection of the Spirit’s work after many attempts and much light, will bring you to a place where you will be hardened and beyond the forgiveness of God.

This morning the message has two objectives. One would be to frighten the comfortable, and the other would be to comfort the frightened.
Contradictory to the Human Psyche
What Jesus was doing was very different than what everyone expected.  The people of Jesus’ day expected raw, carnal power against political and economic enemies. Jesus demonstrated the raw power of the kingdom in helping the oppressed, the outcasts, and the sinners. To the poor and rejected, He raised their dead, healed their blind, blessed their children. 

What this Sin is Not

Before we consider the sin itself, let us be clear.  It is not idolatry, it is not lust, it is not lying, it is not murder, it is not adultery, it is not even suicide. In fact, name any sin mentioned elsewhere in the Bible, and that sin is forgivable, if one meets the conditions for forgiveness. And what are the conditions? Repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Sweetness of God’s Forgiveness

Savor the sweetness of what Jesus says in the first part of verse 31 before we move on to the second part in verse 31: “Therefore I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven people…” He said in verse 28, “the kingdom of God has come upon you.…” Matthew 12:28
Jesus is not issuing universal clemency. He’s not saying that every sinner is automatically forgiven, except for one class of sinners.

But what he is saying is precious. There is no sin, there is no blasphemy, God will not forgive if a sinner repents – turns away from his sin – and trusts in the Lord Jesus Christ to forgive him.

You name the sin – are you a blasphemer? Have you spoken words against the One True and Almighty God and against his Holy Word?

Paul, a Blasphemer

So was the Apostle Paul before Christ saved him. And he says in 1 Tim. 1:12-14, “I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me faithful, appointing me to his service, though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost.”

David, an Adulterous Murderer

Are you an adulterer, or a murderer? King David was both of these. But he praises God in Psalm 32 for forgiving him: “I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,’ and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.” (Psa. 32:5)

The Thief on the Cross

Have you lived a long time in unbelief? So did the thieves who were crucified on either side of Jesus. Both of them were reviling him with their dying breath, but then one of them came under the conviction of the Holy Spirit. He recognized his sin, “And he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ And [Jesus] said to him, ‘Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.’” (Luke 23:42-43; cf. Mark 15:32)

Peter, a Christ Denier

Have you denied the Lord Jesus Christ? So did Peter – three times with curses – yet he wept bitter tears of repentance afterward and Jesus came to him personally and said, “Peter, feed my sheep.” (John 21:17)

All Have Grieved the Holy Spirit

All of us, even as Christians, have grieved the Holy Spirit (Eph. 4:30). Often He has warned us that some thought or word or deed was sinful – but we’ve gone ahead and sinned anyway. We knew what we were doing, and we willfully disobeyed. 

As Christians we can also quench the Holy Spirit (1 Thess. 5:19). Yet we can be forgiven! “If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? But with you there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared.” (Psa. 130:3-4)

Every sin and every blasphemy– even those who blaspheme the Son of Man – will be forgiven those who repent and believe in Jesus Christ. No matter if you’ve committed the sin once or committed it a thousand times. There is no limit to how much God will forgive the person who recognizes his sin, confesses it, and flees to the Lord Jesus Christ for refuge. That is wonderfully good news and may God forbid any of us from limiting it in any sense.

There is an Unforgivable Sin

But there is a sin which God will not forgive: “The blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven… whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.” (Matt. 12:31, 32)

So on the one hand, the Bible teaches there is nothing God will not forgive a repentant sinner who believes in the Lord Jesus Christ; yet, the Bible also teaches that a person who commits this particular sin – the blasphemy against the Spirit – will never be forgiven.

Jesus is specific here. The unforgivable sin is called “blasphemy against the Spirit.” Let’s be very clear what this sin is not before we talk about what it is:

III. Do Not Reject the Holy Spirit
Rejecting the Messenger

Jesus said their reasoning was illogical.  Their real problem was rebellion.  They did not want to be ruled by the King of kings. The Holy Spirit is Christ’s messenger.  He applies the work of Christ to us.  If you reject the messenger of the king, you reject the King.

The Precise Nature of this Sin

That brings us to the precise nature of this sin. Those who commit this sin are in essence rejecting the work of the Holy Spirit.  Again, this is not something one can casually do.  A person who commits this sin has been convicted by the Holy Spirit over and over and over.  They become hardened.  They fall away and are never able to come back.

Hebrews 6 – Far More than Mere Unbelief or Blasphemy
It is much more than general unbelief. It is far more than blasphemous or irrational thoughts. It is knowing the exquisite power of God and in full view of God, rejecting Him. It is an all-out rejection of the Spirit’s work in my life.

Most unbelievers are blind and ignorant. These people claim to have a knowledge of the truth. They have tasted the Holy Spirit’s power, they have tasted the power of the Word of God and the powers of the world to come (Heb. 6:5). And then they have deliberately and consciously turned against the gospel and reviled Jesus Christ and said, “He is an imposter.” And they know exactly what they are doing. Their words were simply a reflection of the hostility in their hearts (vv. 33-37).

When someone takes what the Holy Spirit shows him about the true nature of Jesus Christ and willfully slanders Jesus, rejects Jesus, that person is basically saying to the Holy Spirit of God, “You are a wicked liar.” That is blasphemy against the Spirit. What can be done for the one who spits in the face of the only one who can save him? 

John Calvin said: “They must be desperate who turn the only medicine of salvation into a deadly venom.”

Beyond Forgiveness Like Esau
No one who commits this sin ever repents. This sin makes repentance impossible. Those who blaspheme the Spirit become like Esau of which the writer of Hebrews says Heb. 12:17, “For you know that afterward, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected for he found no chance to repent, though he sought it with tears.” Esau was beyond forgiveness because he was beyond repentance.

John Piper Quote

John Piper says, “The only sin that is unforgivable is the sin that is unrepentable. If you can repent and turn from your sin you can be forgiven.” But here’s the big question: what happens when you become like Esau? What happens when you cannot repent? Then you cannot be forgiven.

This is why blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is so serious. There is only one God, and He has revealed himself as three persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The Father is fully God, the Son is fully God, and the Holy Spirit is fully God, and these three are one God. Within the Trinity, the Father is the one who planned our salvation; the Son is the one who accomplished our salvation. But the Holy Spirit is the one who applies our salvation.

The Work of the Holy Spirit

How will we who are so blind be brought to see the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ? 
Answer: it is the Holy Spirit who opens our eyes. It is the Holy Spirit who shows us what God has done for us in Jesus Christ. It is the Holy Spirit who convicts us of our sin and of righteousness and of judgment. It is the Holy Spirit who breeds within us a holy hatred for sin and a desire to flee from it. It is the Holy Spirit who turns us away from sin and bids us gaze on Jesus Christ and him crucified. Repentance and faith are not natural to us. We will never turn from sin and believe on Jesus without a supernatural enlightenment from God the Holy Spirit.

Oh, how precious is the Holy Spirit! We cannot be saved without Him! The eternal, wise, loving plan of the Father has been accomplished through the matchless grace of Jesus his Son. But none of this will mean anything to us – none of this will have any effect, or bring any benefit to us – unless the Holy Spirit applies it personally to our lives.

Rejecting the Holy Spirit’s Work

So what happens when the Holy Spirit is doing that precious work – He’s opening our eyes, He is convicting our consciences, He’s convincing our minds, He’s testifying to our hearts – and we say, “NO! I reject this! This is not the work of God. This is no more precious to me than the work of Satan”? You have no hope.
This is what the Pharisees did. There was irrefutable evidence (vv. 22-23). Jesus was casting out demons by the Spirit of God, and this was a powerful demonstration of the presence of the Kingdom of God in their midst: “But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons [and clearly it is!], then the kingdom of God has come upon you.”

Binding the Strong Man

It was so clear, so undeniable, so obvious! Jesus was entering Satan’s house and tying him up so that he could plunder Satan’s house.

But what did they say? (v. 24): “But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, ‘It is only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that this man casts out demons.’”

Here’s the point: the gospel was being demonstrated to the Pharisees in Spirit and in truth. The Holy Spirit was showing them the glory and power of God’s Kingdom in the works and words of Jesus Christ. They knew the truth. But they looked at what the Holy Spirit was doing in the person of Jesus Christ, and they were filled with hostility and rage. They called light darkness, and darkness light. They called good evil, and evil good. They said the Prince of Peace was possessed by the Prince of Demons. This is blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. It is the malicious, willful rejection of the Holy Spirit’s teaching about the true nature of Jesus Christ.

IV. What Should I Do?
1. Expose false alarms in your own life
Some of you need to realize that the blasphemous thoughts in your head are nothing more than flaming arrow from the devil.  You need to take up your shield of faith and quench those darts.

Don Whitney said, “You cannot possibly have committed the unforgivable sin if you are concerned that you have committed it.”
Martyn Lloyd Jones said, “Those who believe they are guilty of the sin against the Holy Spirit are obviously not guilty of it… To be afraid that you are guilty is proof that you are not.”
Sometimes Christians are assailed by doubts and evil thoughts – even blasphemous thoughts about the Lord Jesus Christ. Maybe you’ve even uttered some of these wicked and shameful things.

Hating the Very Thought of Blasphemy

Let me ask you something. Are you glad that you think these things? Are you happy that you have said such words? Do you enjoy them? Or are you tormented?  If you say I am tormented! Then you are so far away from blaspheming the Holy Spirit.

Under Attack from the Wicked One

You say, blasphemy has passed through my mind, but I hate the very thought! You need to recognize these for what they are. They are the wicked lies of the Father of Lies. He is insinuating these thoughts in your mind, tempting you with his own wicked thoughts. You have not committed the unforgivable sin. You are not guilty. No one who has committed this sin ever is troubled by it. They have resisted the very One who could make them feel troubled about it to the point that He has said to them, “Fine, have it your way.” They have been given over to a reprobate mind, and that’s what they want!

2. Respond Immediately to the Gospel
You cannot play around with God. Hebrews 3:7, 15, “The Holy Spirit says, Today if you will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.” If you harden your hearts you will be like ten of the twelve spies in the book of Numbers.  They went into the promised land and savored the grapes and the fruit, but they refused to enter the land.  So they were put to death.

You need to immediately respond to the Gospel!  When the gospel is being preached, the Holy Spirit is displaying the glory of Jesus Christ before your eyes. (Gal. 3:1, “O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified.”)

Who Ever is Not With Me is Against Me

The gospel demands a response. Neutrality is not an option! (v. 30) “Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.”

The gospel demands repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. When you hear the gospel, God is not making a suggestion. He is issuing a command: “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).

Conclusion

There is grace being offered to us in the gospel: “Every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven people” who repent and believe in Jesus. When the Holy Spirit is calling you to repentance, it is dangerous to wait. If by God’s grace you can repent today, do not delay, because you may not be able to repent tomorrow.

Don’t say like the Pharisees, show us something more (v. 38). This is evil and adulterous. God is showing us his very best when he reveals Jesus Christ to us. Greater than Jonah. Greater than Solomon. God doesn’t have anything better than the gospel to offer us. He is offering to forgive any and every sin if you will repent and believe in Jesus Christ. It cannot get any better than this.

The gospel is God’s most exquisite gift of love. This is his final word. This is his greatest triumph. Christ has come to set you free from sin and from Satan. There is no better time to respond than right now!
� Fake Doctor Duped Hospitals, Universities, AMA.http://www.nbcnews.com/id/40630166/ns/health-health_care/#.VLJ2aSvF-So





