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Sunday, September 21, 2014, 10:30am at Living Hope Church of Roselle, Illinois TC "Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
“Christ does not say "Away with you." Are you bruised [by your many sins]? Shall our sins discourage us, when He appears there [before the throne of God] only for sinners? Are you bruised? Be of good comfort, he calls you. Conceal not your wounds, open all before Him...God to Christ, although trembling...He is flesh of our flesh that we might go boldly to Him…There is infinite more mercy in Him than there is sin in you.”

Richard Sibbes (Puritan Pastor) circa 1631
O

pen your Bible to Matthew 12. We are continuing our series in the book of Matthew. This morning we are looking at a message entitled: "The Revelation and Rejection of Jesus."

Love Letters / Right Receptacle
When I was in college, I would write love letters to Jill. We would write every other day.  But in order to get them from my hands in Greenville SC to her delightful hands in Pensacola, FL I had to place these love letters in the right receptacle.

God has written a love letter to us.  He sent it in the form of His Son and His Word.  But He says we must have the right receptacle. We have to have a humble heart! 

The people of Jesus day had the God of the Old Testament in their midst, but they did not have the right heart to receive Him.

Pivotal Point in Ministry 
In Matthew 12, Jesus is at a pivotal point in His ministry.  In Matthew 13 He begins to speak in parables. He begins to withdraw from the crowds. He will now less and less offer the kingdom openly.  He will now hide His kingdom from the proud through parables. It will not be long before Jesus enters His final year of life and begins an intense time of the training of the 12.

Beginning in Matthew 12, Jesus' emphasis and tactics change dramatically:

· He has been seeking crowds; now He seeks privacy

· He has been working miracles freely; now He works miracles less and less. 
· He has been speaking openly and plainly; now He speaks in parables

· By Matthew 16, He leaves the land of the Jews; and He begins to move in non-Jewish territories (Syro-Phoenicia, Decapolis, Caesarea-Philippi) 
Six Portraits of Jesus
In Matthew 12, Jesus is presented in seven Old Testament portraits of the Messiah. He is…
1. The Lord of Creation (Yahweh) (1-14)

2. The Humble Servant of Yahweh (15-21)

3. The Promised Seed / Son of David (22-30)

4. The Sovereign Son of Man [Divine Judge] (31-37)

5. The Promised Prophet (38-41)

6. The Promised King (42)

7. Our Elder Brother [Priest] (43-50)
The Beginning of the End of Jesus’ Ministry
In this chapter many reject the King of kings. Jesus offers Himself openly, but begins to be openly rejected.  
Matthew 12 is the beginning of the end of Jesus Ministry.  Here is the most important ministry and minister in the history of the world, and the differences between Jesus’ ministry and our ministry today is palpable.

Today we give people so many options. Church exists as a type of social club or community center where we can meet all your needs. Pastors are more like psychologists and life coaches than revelators. We give people so many options: you need help with marriage? Come to church. We’ve got ministry for singles, marrieds, and children. You want fun? We can provide entertainment. You need a therapist? We can provide the psychologists. 
As we read the book of Matthew, it becomes very clear that Jesus had one purpose for His ministry. He came to reveal the Father. He reveals the Father in seven portraits in Matthew 12. 
I. The Lord of Creation (Yahweh) (1-14)
Jesus is Adam’s God
We come the first portrait in verses 1-14.  Jesus is divine. He is the God of Creation. He is the LORD of the book of Genesis.  He is Adam’s God in the garden.  He is the God that created the world in six days and rested on the seventh day. 
Spurgeon Quote
I love the words of Charles Haddon Spurgeon.  He said: “Depend on it, my hearer, you never will go to heaven unless you are prepared to worship Jesus Christ as God.” This is what we see in the first verses of Matthew 12.
The Son of Man is LORD of the Sabbath
Matthew 12:1-14, “At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath. His disciples were hungry, and they began to pluck heads of grain and to eat. 2 But when the Pharisees saw it, they said to him, “Look, your disciples are doing what is not lawful to do on the Sabbath.” 
3 He said to them, “Have you not read what David did when he was hungry, and those who were with him: 4 how he entered the house of God and ate the bread of the Presence, which it was not lawful for him to eat nor for those who were with him, but only for the priests? 5 Or have you not read in the Law how on the Sabbath the priests in the temple profane the Sabbath and are guiltless? 6 I tell you, something greater than the temple is here. 7 And if you had known what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the guiltless. 8 For the Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.”
You go down to verse 14 and the passage ominously reads: “But the Pharisees went out and conspired against him, how to destroy him.”  They want to kill Jesus.
Murderous Intensions
What in these fourteen verses incited murder in the minds of the Pharisees? Jesus’ disciples picked up grain to eat on the Sabbath, and then, on that same day, Jesus healed a man’s hand. What in this story necessitates the murder of the Son of God?
Who are the Pharisees?
Remember, these Pharisees are the religious students, teachers, and defenders of God’s holy Law who sought to apply that law in every single detail of life. These were the experts on the Law. But they missed the Author of the Law. They believed that in obeying the Law you earned the favor of God.  They believed by their moral living they were righteous before God. 
Legalism Dangerous
So what would make them want to commit the worst sin ever committed – the murder of the Son of God (which they eventually carried out)?  They missed the purpose of the Law, which is to love God!
Lest we quickly disconnect ourselves from the Pharisees here, I want to remind us that we are all in this room born with a legalistic heart – a heart that thinks there is something we can do to save ourselves and earn God’s favor in our own strength.

So Offended they want to Kill Jesus
Jesus said in Matthew 11:28, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
“Be humble!” Jesus says. Stop working to earn my favor. The Pharisees are so offended they want to kill Jesus.

Exceptions to the Law - David
God made the Sabbath Day for man’s benefit. And of course the Sabbath Day does not restrict deeds of mercy and necessity.  Jesus gives two examples: David and the Levitical priests.

David Had a Need
Jesus tells the story of David in the Old Testament entering into the tabernacle and eating a piece of bread with his men on the Sabbath, which was something reserved only for the priests to do. Jesus says that David “ate the bread of the Presence” – the showbread – the very grain offering that is reserved for the priests, yet David is held up as a “man after God’s own heart.” He’s not rebuked for doing so. 

Priests Profane the Sabbath
Jesus also notes how the priests are able to work every Sabbath without dishonoring God. He says the priests who work in the “temple profane the Sabbath and are guiltless” (vs. 5).  The Sabbath Day does not restrict service to God for His worship.  Priests never sit down on the Sabbath but they are guiltless because they are worshipping God.
The Sabbath does not restrict acts of mercy. Jesus quotes, “‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice,” (vs. 7; cf. Hos. 6:6). The Sabbath points to and pictures the merciful God who created us! By all means, God permits acts of mercy on the Sabbath!!
Something Greater than the Temple
But now Jesus gets right to the point of this whole incident.  In verse 6 He says, “I tell you, something greater than the temple is here.”  Jesus claimed He was greater than God’s Temple and greater than God’s Sabbath. 
Temple Built for Him; Sacrifices Point to Him
He says that He has by no means broken the Sabbath.  He Himself is guiltless because of who He is.  Who is Jesus of Nazareth?  Who are they speaking with? He tells them. Verse 8, “the Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.” Indeed Jesus is greater than the Temple because the Temple was built for Him and all the sacrifices point to Him.  He is the God of Genesis.  He is the LORD of the Sabbath. Jesus is YAHWEH.
Jesus is the God of Genesis
Because the Lord of the Sabbath had come, the shadow of His Sabbath rest was no longer needed or valid. Jesus in essence says, “I am the God of Genesis. Rest in Me. I’m here to bring you a true Sabbath. You have kept the Sabbath all these years in honor of Me. Now let me bring you rest. Worship Me!”
Jesus Presents Himself as God, and they want to Debate the Law
How sad it is that these people are totally blind. Jesus reveals Himself as the God of Genesis, and they want to debate the Law.

Matthew 12:9, “He went on from there and entered their synagogue. 10 And a man was there with a withered hand. And they asked him, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”—so that they might accuse him. 11 He said to them, “Which one of you who has a sheep, if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will not take hold of it and lift it out? 12 Of how much more value is a man than a sheep! So it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.” 13 Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” And the man stretched it out, and it was restored, healthy like the other. 14 But the Pharisees went out and conspired against him, how to destroy him.”

The God of Genesis is Despised
The God of Genesis arrives on the scene, and He is despised. The Author of all wisdom is treated like a novice. The Law He made has been twisted into another savior and another gospel. When the Pharisees saw a man with a withered hand there, they thought they had the perfect trap for Jesus.

The Law Became a Mask for their Ugly Selfishness
The law became a mask for their selfishness and greed. They cared more about their own appearance, comfort and wealth than for people.  
Economic Justification (Money)
The illustration of the sheep that falls into a pit on the Sabbath dealt with an economic justification for breaking the Sabbath.
 They would rescue their sheep on the Sabbath because that was money out of their pocket! They cared far more about money than humanity!
Jesus says, “It’s fine to rescue a sheep on the Sabbath.” “Of how much more value is a man than a sheep!” (vs. 12). 
Jesus Ends the Argument: New Creation / Removes an Element of Curse of Sin
Verse 13-14, “Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” And the man stretched it out, and it was restored, healthy like the other. 14 But the Pharisees went out and conspired against him, how to destroy him.”
All at once Jesus ends the argument by using His creative power as the God of Genesis and removes an element of the curse of sin. 
He heals the man as He will for all those who enter the new creation. He demonstrates that He is the LORD of the Sabbath! He brought the curse because of Adam’s sin, and now as he is the “Last Adam” (1 Cor. 15:45), He begins to remove the curse of sin by removing this man’s withered and paralyzed hand.
First Portrait: God of Genesis, Yahweh
So here’s the first portrait: Jesus is the God of Genesis.  God in the beginning, knowing the world would fall into sin has always had a compassionate purpose for humanity. The same God that pursued Adam in the Garden after the fall – the One who said, “Adam, where are you?” is now on the scene. He was incarnated and pursued the people of Galilee.  He’s pursuing you today. Jesus is after you.
The wonders of the universe exist to show God’s infinite love to unworthy people. Jesus compassionately came to the earth and showed Himself to be the God of Creation, the LORD of the Sabbath. He is greater than King David. He’s greater than the priests. He’s greater than the Temple. Jesus is YAHWEH, the God of Genesis.  And as such He is the infinitely compassionate God.  He is our Healer! Jesus as the God of Genesis wants to touch you today.  If your law keeping and moralism does not lead you to compassionately sacrificing yourself for your fellow human beings, you are missing the God of Genesis in human flesh, just like the people of Jesus’ day.

Don’t miss Him today. You are here today so that God can make you a “new creation” (2 Cor. 5:17). He’s pursuing you.  Do not reject Him. Trust Him.
II. The Humble Servant of Yahweh (15-21)
The Suffering Servant of Isaiah
Here is a second portrait of our Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus is not only the God of Genesis. He is also the suffering Servant of Isaiah and the prophets. This GREAT God is a SERVANT! The God of Genesis was prophesied to enter humanity and show outlandish compassion. The God of Infinity became finite! The One whom the universe cannot contain became small for you. He is the suffering Servant of Isaiah.  That’s what we find in verses 15-21.

He comes humbly.  He is “meek and lowly of heart” (Mat. 11:28). 
Quote from Isaiah 42:1-4
Matthew 12:15-21, “Jesus, aware of this [that they wanted to kill Him], withdrew from there. And many followed him, and he healed them all 16 and ordered them not to make Him known. 17 This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah:

18 “Behold, my servant whom I have chosen,

    my beloved with whom my soul is well pleased.

I will put my Spirit upon him,

    and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.

19 He will not quarrel or cry aloud,

    nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets;

20 a bruised reed he will not break,

    and a smoldering wick he will not quench,

until he brings justice to victory;

21     and in his name the Gentiles will hope.”
Longest Quote from Isaiah
This is the longest quotation of the Old Testament in the book of Matthew, and where’s it from? Isaiah – one of Matthew’s favorite books! It’s Isaiah 42:1–4 and it is one of the most strikingly beautiful descriptions of Jesus Christ anywhere in Scripture.

We learn of Jesus purpose for coming into the world. It is to heal really broken people. 

Jesus Healed Them All
Many wanted to kill Jesus, so Jesus had to leave to protect Himself. But as Jesus left, there were those who followed Him, and the Bible says, Jesus with a heart of great compassion “healed them all” (vs. 15).
This Great God is a Servant
Matthew presents Jesus from Isaiah.  This great God of creation became a servant. The apostles proclaimed that Jesus is God, and that He set aside the normal use of His divine attributes and became like a slave and like a servant, just as Isaiah said He would. 

We see this in Paul writings in Philippians 2:4-11, “Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped [HELD ON TO], 7 but emptied himself [SET ASIDE HIS ATTRIBUTES], by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
The GREAT God of the universe became a Servant. He is the Suffering Servant of Isaiah.

Who is This Suffering Servant?
I’m going to give a more simplified explanation to the meaning of the prophecy that Matthew quotes back in Matthew 12 (from Isaiah 42:1-4). This is the one

· “in whom God is well pleased” (12:18a) (remember Christ’s baptism and later the transfiguration?

· God’s Spirit is upon Him (12:18b)

· He proclaims righteousness to the pagan Gentiles!! (12:18c; cf. Rom. 3-no difference between pagan Gentiles and religious Jews – all are under sin!)

· He is humble (12:19 – “He will not quarrel or cry aloud, nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets.”

A Bruised Reed and a Smoldering Wick
Look at how tender and gentle Jesus is.  He is the God of Genesis, but He tenderly cradles us as wounded children.  He binds and cleans and heals our wounds of sin and depravity. Listen to the rest of the Isaiah quote…
Matthew 12:20-21, “a bruised reed he will not break,

    and a smoldering wick he will not quench,

until he brings justice to victory;

21     and in his name the Gentiles will hope.”
Richard Sibbes Quote
I love the words of Puritan pastor Richard Sibbes commenting on this passage in Matthew. “Christ does not say "Away with you." Are you bruised [by your many sins]? Shall our sins discourage us, when He appears there [before the throne of God] only for sinners? Are you bruised? Be of good comfort, he calls you. Conceal not your wounds, open all before Him...God to Christ, although trembling...He is flesh of our flesh that we might go boldly to Him…There is infinite more mercy in Him than there is sin in you.”

He Brings Justice to Victory
Jesus will humbly save the broken person, the one who’s almost given up hope, like a smoldering wick. Verse 20b says, “until he brings justice to victory…” What does that mean?

D. A. Carson says, “What is pictured is a ministry so gentle and compassionate that the weak are not trampled on and crushed till justice, the full righteousness of God, triumphs,” as it certainly will in the end.

Wretched Sinners Made Righteous
God will fulfill His program through Jesus. He calls the weak, the foolish, the broken, the confused. Jesus loves the outcast. He will quietly fulfill His plan until He victoriously secures all the redeemed made righteous by the blood of the Lamb. He will bring justice / i.e. righteousness to this sin cursed earth!
  How is this possible among a people so vile and unrighteous?
The curse will be reversed.  Wretched sinners will be made righteous! Death will have no sting.  The grave will have no victory!
Back to the Abrahamic Covenant
Verse 21, “and in his name the Gentiles will hope.” Matthew brings us back to the Abrahamic Covenant.  In Genesis 12:3, we find the Lord’s promise to Abraham: “in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” Jesus is more than the hope of Israel. He is the hope of the world, for all who surrender their lives to him.
 
Matthew shows that Jesus’ ultimate intention is not to stop at reaching the Jews, but to reach the Gentiles as well!

The Second Portrait, the Humble Servant of Isaiah
Do you see? The God of Genesis is also our Servant.  He is gentle.  If you are like a smoldering wick, struggling in your faith, you’re just who Jesus is calling. If you are bruised by life, you are the one Jesus is calling! He is gentle – a humble suffering Servant, just as Isaiah prophesied. 

III. The Promised Seed [Son of David] (22-30)
A Third Portrait
We come to a third portrait this morning. This portrait of Jesus is so beautiful. We’ve seen He is the God of Genesis and the Suffering Servant of Isaiah. Now let us see He is the Promised Seed of Genesis that would eventually be born through the dynasty of David. This is the Seed that would crush the satanic serpent’s head and put an end to the works of the devil.

Matthew 12:22-30, “Then a demon-oppressed man who was blind and mute was brought to him, and he healed him, so that the man spoke and saw. 23 And all the people were amazed, and said, “Can this be the Son of David?” 24 But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, “It is only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that this man casts out demons.” 
25 Knowing their thoughts, he said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and no city or house divided against itself will stand. 26 And if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then will his kingdom stand? 27 And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. 
28 But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 29 Or how can someone enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? Then indeed he may plunder his house. 30 Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters. 
The Accusation Refuted
Clearly they accused Jesus of being possessed by the devil.  Jesus told them plainly this is illogical. Satan does not work against himself.  Satan is much too shrewd to liberate persons he has enslaved.

Spoiling the Strong Man’s Goods
Who is this one plundering the vile satanic kingdom? It is the only one that can bind the strong man. It is the Seed of the woman.  He came through Abraham’s family and David’s dynasty. The prophets spoke of Him. The angels sang to Him. He is the Mighty One that will enter the “strong man's house and plunder his goods” (vs. 29).
If…
Matthew 12:28-29, “But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 29 Or how can someone enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? Then indeed he may plunder his house.”
Every religiously literate Jew knew that the prophets predicted that just such signs would accompany the Messiah’s coming (Isa. 29:18; 35:5–6)

The Kingdom
If the Spirit empowers Jesus to cast out demons, “then the kingdom of God has come upon you” Jesus says (vs. 28b). The great promise of Satan’s ultimate defeat is beginning to be fulfilled. God promised Adam that a man would be born from woman that would be able to defeat the serpent. 

It is obvious from this text that Jesus is this promised Seed of the woman. “
Adam Gave Up Dominion
God commanded Adam to rule over the earth and have dominion over it. Adam gave up dominion to the “strong man” – a clear reference to Satan. As a result, all people born in Adam belong to Satan. They are now his “goods.” All of Adam’s race has Satan’s “seal of ownership” upon them. We were born “dead in trespasses and sins,” slaves to the “prince of the power of the air.” All of Adam’s progeny are “blinded by the god of this world.”

Reclaiming Dominion / Destroying the Works of the Devil
But now Jesus comes into the world to reclaim this dominion. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil” (1 John 3:8). The death blow to Satan was inflicted at the cross and will be actualized in the future: but even before that ultimate victory Christ repeatedly demonstrated His unlimited and unhindered power to thwart and bind Satan. Satan is presently still powerful, but His power is limited, his doom is sealed, and his time is short.

No Neutral Ground
Verse 30, “Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.” In the cosmic war against Satan no one can be neutral. There are images of God in the Old Testament gathering back to himself those from Israel scattered in the exile. Jesus is the shepherd of the last days, and everyone must choose either to join him in gathering his sheep or to oppose him and scatter his flock. There is no middle ground.

In other words, a person may claim to be neutral, but unless you are moving forward with Jesus, you are scattering His sheep.  
Conclusion
We have seen Jesus is the God of Genesis.  He became the Suffering Servant of Isaiah.  He is the Seed of the Woman who is able to bring skull crushing power against Satan so that his goods are plundered into the care of King Jesus! 
Has Jesus plundered you from Satan?  Only Jesus can bind the “strong man.” 
Right Receptacle

But do you have a humble heart? God has sent His love letter, Jesus , the Word of God to you.  Will you receive Him with a humble heart today?
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