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“You have created us for Yourself, and our heart cannot be stilled 

until it finds rest in You.”

Aurelius Augustine
O

pen your Bible to Matthew 11. We are continuing our series in the book of Matthew. This morning we are looking at a message entitled: "Come Unto Me."

Top Secret Clearance: Edward Snowden
The military has a top secret clearance. The US government also has a high level clearance. Very few have been able to disperse information because the system is so secure. One who was able to beat the system was Edward Snowden. Most of us know Snowden as an American computer professional who leaked classified information from the National Security Agency (NSA), starting on May 20, 2013.
Apparently, he outsmarted the system and got classified information into the public sphere.

Clearance from Jesus
As we look at Matthew 11, Jesus says, you don’t need to be smart or strong to come to me. In fact, I’m giving top clearance to know the Father only to the weak, to the infirm – to the broken, to the humble, to the lowly and crushed of spirit.
Salvation to the Lowly
Matthew 11, Jesus has rebuked those who would not receive the message of His kingdom.   If we are judging from results at this time, then Jesus’ ministry is a failure. We must never judge a ministry by numbers.  God has His own way and time to bring fruitfulness.
Today we are going to see how Jesus turned away from the “wise” in Israel who should have repented, and He turns now to the humble and lowly and broken – those He calls “infants.”

Jesus did so many miracles, but so many who saw the miracles were blind to the fact that He was the King of kings and the promised Messiah of Israel, the Son of God. Yet His plan is not failing in any way.  It is proceeding in a very humble way.  All is going according to plan.

Reading of Holy Scripture
Matthew 1:25-30, “At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

Background
Remember Jesus is coming in Matthew 10-11 as the New Moses.  He is bringing the true Exodus.  Today we hear Him declaring who may enter the kingdom. That’s pretty important.  Not just anyone may enter. Only the humble. 
I. God Hides from the Proud (vs. 25-26).
Beginning with Praise
How strange it is that Christ, after rebuking these cities where so much of His ministry took place, He actually begins to praise God that they could not respond. He begins to use the language of the Psalms – more than a mere thank you, He is praising His Father.  ““I thank you, Father…”
We know God resists the proud and gives grace to the humble. So we have sort of a Trinitarian dialogue between Father and Son.  And Jesus is praising His Father for who He is. 
Hidden from the Proud
Matthew 1:25-26, “At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.”

Jesus says: “My Father… you are so good!  You’ve hidden yourself from the proud.” How strange is that! 

The clear meaning of these words is that God is selective in determining to whom He will reveal Himself. He conceals Himself from some individuals but gives His gracious self-revelation to others. God gives a general revelation of Himself to all men by means of the creation.

According to Romans 1, all people have an innate knowledge of God in the conscience and an external knowledge of God in creation.  “The heavens declare the glory of God.” There are no pure atheists in this world. They operate with His morality and logic and within the laws of nature.  These uniformity of all these things scream the presence of God, but mankind is constantly resisting and suppressing the truth of His existence.

The Proud Will Never Come to Jesus
So who responds to the ministry and invitation of Jesus? Here we have a frightening truth: a proud person will NEVER come to Jesus.  They cannot come.  God hides the Gospel from the proud.  He refuses to let them taste of that He is good.  To them, God is only Judge. 
A Divine and Supernatural Light
Jesus says to His Father, “you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.” God hides Himself from the proud.  But He graciously enlightens the broken and humble.

Jonathan Edwards, the great New England preacher of the eighteenth century, is most famous for his sermon “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.” But that was not the sermon that catapulted Edwards into national prominence. Rather, it was an earlier sermon titled “A Divine and Supernatural Light.” In that magnificent sermon, Edwards set forth the remarkable way in which God from heaven supernaturally enlightens our hearts and souls so as to bring us to see the sweetness and the excellence of Christ. Without that divine and supernatural light, no one would trust Christ. But again, God does not give it to all.

Lord of Heaven and Earth
I love what Jesus calls His Father: “Lord of heaven and earth…”  Jesus is pointing to God as Creator and Sovereign.  This is an exalted prayer… Jesus is praising His Father.  He was sent to reveal Him, but here He praise His Father that He is HIDDEN from the proud. Because God is LORD of Heaven and Earth, He can cripple the understanding of men. God will always reprobate the proud and leave them to their own hard hearts.
“These Things”
When Jesus spoke of “these things,” He was referring to His own identity as the Savior and the breakthrough of the kingdom of God. All that the prophets spoke of was now HERE. And God hid the truth that Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah.  Miracles could not open their eyes. The people of Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum were blinded because they were proud.

Eschatology Realized
When Jesus became incarnate, God was revealing Himself in a way like never before.  The prophets predicted that in the last times, at the end of the world, God would reveal Himself to people, and “the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea” (Hab. 2:14).

It was happening! There is a realized eschatology at work here, for in Jesus the last days have begun, and this is the age of revelation.

How exciting!  But Jesus said the Father had hidden these things from “the wise and prudent,” that is, from those who chose to understand God through their own lens.  They were proud. They exalted formalism and mere head knowledge in religion.

Transition – Come Like Little Infants
Though God does hide Himself from the proud, He does reveal Himself openly.  But there is a certain qualification.  It’s not mere intellectual knowledge. It’s not the duties of formalism.  When you come right down to it, it is brokenness and smallness. Jesus says we need to come to Him like children, like little infants.

II. God Reveals Himself to the LOWLY (vs. 25-27).
Matthew 1:25-26, “At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children;”
Little Infants

Just as wise and intelligent does not refer to mental ability but to a proud spiritual attitude, little children does not refer to physical age or capability but to a humble spiritual attitude.

A baby is totally dependent on others to provide everything it needs. It has no abilities, no knowledge, no skills, no resources at all to help itself. Nēpios (little children) is used in 1 Corinthians 3:1 and Hebrews 5:13 of infants who cannot eat solid food but only milk.
 In other words, if you want to come to Jesus, you have to become like a little infant!

Flesh and Blood Has Not Revealed This to You
As we will see later in the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus explained that He used parables to reveal the truth to some and to hide it from others (13: 11– 17). Also, we will study Peter’s great confession of Christ at Caesarea Philippi: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (16: 16). We will see that Jesus pronounced a blessing on Peter for this confession, but not because he had figured out who Jesus was on his own. Rather, “flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven” (v. 17).

Trinitarian Dialogue
So here we have a dialogue between the Son and the Father in which we get a glimpse into their relationship with one another. As you read these verses, you just sense yourself treading on holy ground as you glimpse the inner workings of the Trinity. See what we discover here, First, Jesus alone knows the Father.  He’s the only one that can reveal Him. 
This is taught by John in John 1:18, “No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known.”

Jesus alone knows the Father.

Verse 27 – “All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father.” The word our Lord uses for “know” is a word for the most intimate and full knowledge one can have.  It is a statement that would parallel other statements Jesus makes about being one with the Father. This is certainly a reference to the deity of the Son. He is in relationship with the Father as God, and as such, He alone reveals the Father.

Jesus alone reveals the Father.

“No one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.” And this is part of the purpose of Jesus’ coming. He has not come merely with a word from God; He has come as the Word of God made flesh…revealed to man. We can know the Father through the revelation of the Son. NOT, Jesus says, through wisdom and understanding in this world.  You can know ALL the facts about Jesus and never come to Him. He must melt your will.

Not the Smartest and Most Educated
Those who know the Father are not those who are the smartest and most educated and most intellectual.  -Not that it’s bad to have education or intellect, but these are not what qualify you to know the Father. The only way to know the Father is through the Son.

It’s All by Divine Grace.

Verses 25-26, “The Father has hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children, 26 for such was His gracious will.” What does that mean? It means that in His mercy, God must reveal Himself to us. And He does this through the Son. And as He does, we respond, not with unrepentance and indifferent, but we respond in human faith.

Are You Small Enough to Come?
So, if you find yourself interested enough in the person of Christ, thinking, “Yes, this Jesus is God in human flesh. He’s the Savior.  I need Him. I’ll admit that much,” here’s my advice to you.  

Turn the lens you have on him back on yourself and ask, are you little enough in your own eyes to see him for who he is? 

You see, God is not looking for big shots. He is not interested in the somebodies of this world. He is interested in the nobodies (see 1 Corinthians 1: 26– 31). He’s interested in NOBODIES. Are you enough of a nobody for Him to be interested in you? 
That is, before Him do you humbly confess your unworthiness, emptiness, and helplessness? Do you acknowledge that you are not good enough for God? Or has your education, wealth, power, position, talent, or knowledge puffed you up (cf. 1 Corinthians 8: 1) and made you like a proud peacock, with your feathers spread too wide to walk through the narrow gate to freedom? “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble” (James 4:6; 1 Peter 5:5; Proverbs 3: 34 LXX). “There are six things that the LORD hates, seven that are an abomination to him . . . [number one!] haughty eyes” (Proverbs 6: 16, 17).

Become as a Helpless Infant

To come to Jesus a person must set aside all human knowledge and wisdom and become as an unlearned, helpless infant, and come to the God who chooses to reveal Himself...

Martin Luther Quote
Martin Luther said, “Here the bottom falls out of all merit, all powers and abilities of reason or the free will men dream of, and it all counts nothing before God. Christ must do and must give everything.”
 Yet you must not just wait on God.  He bids you to COME!
III. Jesus invites the YOU to Come (vs. 28-30).
Come to Me as a Child! 
So Jesus invites you to come! 

Matthew 11:28-30, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

Not in self-righteous religion or prideful intellect, but in the humble trust of a child, acknowledging our total dependence on the Father. 

A Burden and a Yoke
Vs. 29, " Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me..."

The imagery in this passage is a yoke.  A yoke is a heavy wooden bar that fits over the neck of an ox so that it can pull a cart or a plow. The yoke could be put on one animal or it could be shared between two animals. 
Now in a shared yoke like this, one of the oxen would most often be much stronger than the other. The one was stronger, more experienced, more schooled in the commands of the master, and that animal would then guide the other according to the master’s commands. So by coming into the yoke with the stronger ox, the weaker ox could learn to obey the master’s voice.

Yoke Imagery in the Bible
When I think about the word yoke, I see a pair of oxen joined together by a heavy wooden yoke that keeps them moving in unison. The Bible sometimes uses that kind of yoke as a metaphor. For instance, we are told not to be “unequally yoked” with unbelievers in marriage; that would be like putting two completely incompatible oxen together and expecting them to work as a team. Such an attempt is doomed to fail.

Utter Inability

In taking Jesus' yoke, we give Him our complete and utter inability to obey God - our utter inability to carry out the commands of God. It’s not that the commands of God are bad…they are good…but they cannot be carried out by men in mere human strength.  You need a regenerated heart! We are imperfect, sinful people, and we cannot, we do not obey the Master’s voice. This is huge. 
What Does it Mean to "Come"?
Jesus says, “Come to Me." What does He mean?  What does it mean to come.  Jesus is saying: Give all you have to Me, yield/submit to Me, come into the yoke with Me, and I will give all I have to you. 
Full Weight, Full Pardon

This is the picture. Jesus, the stronger One, the One who alone is able to bear the weight of the Father’s commands, says, “Come into the yoke with Me.” We give Him the full weight of all our sin, and… He gives us full pardon for all our sin.

Be Counted Righteous in Christ
Enter into the yoke of Christ, and you, in all your sin, will be counted as righteous in Christ. He has carried the burden you could not carry. He has obeyed the law you could not obey. So come to Him, and rest in Him with.

His Promise Stands
Matthew 11:28-30, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest..." We rest with peace before God. Jesus says, “I will give you rest” – literally, “relief from bearing the load.” Praise God…in Christ…we are free from self-effort, self-improvement, and a constant struggle to overcome the guilt and shame of our sin. In Christ…we are free to rest with peace before God. But that’s not all! That’s not where Christianity stops…there’s more!

He Could Crush You
Matthew 11:28-30, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

Here is the God who could crush us.  But he invites you with a promise. The God of Sinai humbled Himself.
Conclusion Aurelius Augustine Quote
 What we need is not another idol to fill our hearts.  We need Christ. We need rest! Augustine said it best:  “You have created us for Yourself, and our heart cannot be stilled until it finds rest in You.”
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