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Sunday, September 7, 2014, 10:30am at Living Hope Church of Roselle, Illinois TC "Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
“Oh, what would the damned in hell give for a sermon, could they but listen once more! They would consent, if it were possible, to bear ten thousand years of hell's torments, if they might but once more have the Word presented to them! If I had a congregation of people who have tasted the wrath of God... how would they lean forward to catch every word.”

Charles Haddon Spurgeon
O

pen your Bible to Matthew 11. We are continuing our series in the book of Matthew. This morning we are looking at a message entitled: "Defeating Doubt."

Highway 101
[SHOW SLIDE OF WRECK] It was January 12, 2012. An ordinary Thursday. The sun was shining in Southern California. A large gravel truck driven by Charles Allison, Jr. drove off an overpass to his death rear-ending a BMW carrying Kelli Lynne Groves, her 10-month-old baby Milo and 10-year-old daughter Sage.  Their nightmare began while they were driving on California's Highway 101 near Santa Barbara and were rear-ended by Charles Allison’s big-rig truck.
When they tested the truck driver’s blood, they found that he was high on meth.  Thirty minutes before the crash Charles Allison numbed himself with methamphetamine. The California Highway Patrol ruled Allison's drug use the direct cause of the collision.

In the midst of his drug escapade he hit a BMW carrying 36-year-old Kelli Groves and her two young children.  They remained trapped in the car for over an hour as it teetered precariously on the edge of the bridge 100 feet in the air.

The mother, Kelli Groves, thought she and her sweet children were going to die.  They were rescued by a Navy vehicle carrying a forklift that happened to pass the scene.  The forklift pulled her out and she and her two beautiful children are doing fine today. 
[SHOW SLIDE OF FAMILY]

Think about that truck driver who killed himself and almost killed this beautiful family.  He wasn’t asleep in the night time. He was asleep in broad daylight. He was high on meth.
Some of you are here today, and you are like Kelli, who was tangled in the crash.  You are going through trials that feel like a teetering wreck.  You are broken.  You are in need of God’s grace.  You are in need of His help.  This message is for you today.  

Rest for Your Souls

Our passage is Matthew 11, and in verse 28 Jesus utters the most hopeful words in the entire Bible, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

Asleep in the Light
Yet sadly there are some here today who are spiritually asleep in the broad daylight.  You have everything you need for safe passage, but you choose to be numb and asleep to the warnings of Christ in your life.  You think you are fine and have all the excuses and reasons you are ok, but you are deceived and asleep.  You are indifferent to the Gospel, and it is going to cost you your soul.

Introduction: Two Groups - The Awakened and Asleep
Today our Lord Jesus speaks to two groups of people, those who are spiritually awakened and those who are asleep spiritually.  My heart is that the hurting will be comforted today and that those who are in a spiritual slumber of sin will be awakened.

Reading of Holy Scriptures
Matthew 11:12-24, “From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. 13 For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14 and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15 He who has ears to hear, let him hear.

16 “But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to their playmates,

17 “‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;

    we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’

18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ 19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.”

20 Then he began to denounce the cities where most of his mighty works had been done, because they did not repent. 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I tell you, it will be more bearable on the day of judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you. 23 And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You will be brought down to Hades. For if the mighty works done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 24 But I tell you that it will be more tolerable on the day of judgment for the land of Sodom than for you.”
First we see…
I. Those who are Awakened by Grace (vs.12-15).
Matthew 11:12, “From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force.”

What strange words! Violence! Jesus is using this language to surprise you. He wants to startle you and stun you. He wants you to ask, “What in the world does that mean?” 

A Kingdom of Truly Regenerate People

Let's start with the easier part. The kingdom of heaven refers to God’s general rule, but often it is specifically used in regard His regenerate people,
 the church of both the Old and New Testaments. Remember John 3:3, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
Those who see the Kingdom are the regenerated ones.  This is not a new concept.  Jesus is making a reference to Ezekiel 36, and how Nicodemus’s heart of stone needed to be replaced with a heart of flesh.

It is clarified in Titus 3:5, “he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit.” 

The Kingdom Advances through Violence
Jesus tells us that once John the Baptist arrived on the scene the Kingdom suffered violence. That is a correct way of rendering this phrase, but it is not the full sense I believe of what Jesus is saying.  
The word “suffered violence” could be taken in the active sense and rendered “advances.” So it would read:  “From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven advances through violence.” That’s what the Greek word means in it’s fullness.  The kingdom of God is not just suffering violence – it is advancing through it and in spite of it.
 

As God’s people suffer violent persecution, the kingdom advances.  We understand that.  Tertullian said, “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.” 

The Kingdom Moves Forward as it is Opposed
Isn’t this interesting.  Most churches are interested in moving forward by building buildings and starting new programs, but Jesus says, the way the Kingdom grows is when his disciples are opposed and persecuted.  That’s when their true faith is manifested.

The Violent Lay Hold of the Kingdom
Then Jesus says: “The kingdom of heaven has always moved forward since the days of John the Baptist through violence, and the violent are the ones who lay hold of it.”
Once John the Baptist got ahold of it, what did it do to him? It radicalized him. It turned him into someone crying out in the wilderness, wearing a hairy shirt. It meant everything to him. It radicalized him. It also put him outside of the power structures of the day.
 

Jesus said, “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? … A man dressed in soft clothing? [a king]… 9 What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes…” The greatest of all prophets.  Prophets were always hated in Israel.  “So persecuted they the prophets” Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount.

Holy Violence
There is a holy violence about those who enter the kingdom.  Regeneration makes a person “spiritually intense.” Once John the Baptist realized the kingdom of heaven was real and it was coming, it meant everything to him. It dominated his life.

So what Jesus is saying is “From John the Baptist until now, anyone who understands the kingdom of heaven … The kingdom of heaven comes into your life with a spiritual force. It comes into your life with a kind of violence, and only violent people lay hold of it.”
  Kingdom people are awakened people.  They hold onto the Kingdom aggressively!  

Bucking Bronco
Have you ever seen a rodeo where a person is on a bucking bull or bronco?  They hold on no matter what for the prize.  So it is for Kingdom citizens. There is a radicalization of us.  There is an awakening in us.  We are holding on with holy violence.

The Message of the Prophets
Verse 13, "For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John,.."

All of God’s previous revelation culminated in John the Baptist, for all the prophets and the Law prophesied until John. Everything from Genesis to Malachi to John pointed to and moved toward Christ, the Messiah. Their common theme-sometimes explicit and sometimes implicit-was, “The Messiah is coming!”

Elijah's Return
Verse 14, "and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come."
Through the last words of the last prophet, God had said, “Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the Lord. And he will restore the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the land with a curse” (Mal. 4:5–6). This man would not be a reincarnated Elijah but another prophet much like Elijah. 
Angel's Message to Zechariah
That Malachi’s prophecy referred to John the Baptist and not to a literally-returned Elijah is made clear by the angel’s message to Zechariah about John: “It is he who will go as a forerunner before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah” (Luke 1:17); and John himself denied that he was actually Elijah (John 1:21). John was like Elijah-internally in “spirit and power” and externally in rugged independence and nonconformity.

He who Has Ears to Hear
The Messiah is here!  This is important!  This is exciting!  This is serious! Verse 15, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear."  OR: Whoever has ears, you had better listen! This call to both willingness to hear and the importance of listening carefully is frequent in Jesus’ teaching and the rest of Scripture (Matt 13:9, 43; Mark 4:9, 23; Luke 14:35; Rev 2:7, 11; et al.). It always points to a particularly critical truth and the importance of paying close heed to it...This is a time of violent opposition, and the disciples must realize its seriousness as well as the exciting truths that surround the new age that has dawned.

Violent People Attack the New Kingdom
“Violent people attack” the new kingdom, even one’s own family (10:21, 35–36),
 but truly regenerate people violently hold onto Christ and His Kingdom, His rule in their life! 

Are You Awakened? C H Spurgeon Quote
Are you awakened to Christ?  Have you laid hold on him with holy violence?  Spurgeon said, "this violence does not end when a man finds Christ; it then begins to exercise itself in another way. The man who is pardoned, and who knows it, then becomes violently in love with Christ. He does not love him just a little, but he loves him with all his soul and all his might. He feels as if he could wish to die for Christ, and his heart pants to be able to live alone with his Redeemer, and serve him without interruption. Mark such a person who is a true Christian,"
II. Those who are Asleep to Grace (vs.16-19).
Matthew 11:16-17, “But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to their playmates,

17 “‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;

    we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’

Wedding and Funeral

Some of those who refused to believe the gospel covered their unbelief with criticism. Jesus compared them to foolish children sitting in the market place who objected to everything the other children did.

The agora (market place) was a central area of cities and towns where people went to do business and to socialize. On certain days of the week, farmers, craftsmen, and merchants of all sorts would bring their produce or wares to sell from stalls, tents, carts, or simply from a cleared place on the ground.

Children played with each other in the market place while their parents sold, bought, or visited. Two games, “Wedding” and “Funeral,” were particularly popular. Weddings and funerals were the two major social events, and children liked to mimic their elders by performing mock weddings and mock funerals. Weddings involved festive music and dancing, and when children played the wedding game they expected everyone to dance when the imaginary flute was played, just like grownups did in the real ceremony. Likewise, when they played the funeral game they expected everyone to mourn and wail when the imaginary dirge was played, just like the paid mourners did when a person actually died.

The Holdouts
There were always holdouts, however, who refused to go along with the rest of the children. If the game was “Wedding,” they wanted to play “Funeral,” and vice versa. Nothing the other children did satisfied them. They were selfish, perpetual spoilsports who threw a wet blanket on everything their friends did.

John and Jesus Rejected
What is the point of the illustration.  It is that the people were given the most precious celebration or the most serious news, but they were indifferent.  Verse 18-19a, "For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ 19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ ,,,
So the Jewish people are like children refusing to respond to Jesus’ wedding game and also refusing to respond to John’s funerary proclamation of judgment. 

John had sounded a warning of repentance similar to a funeral dirge, and Jesus had sounded a promise of forgiveness similar to a celebration…yet sinful hearts rebelled against both of them. The people of Israel reacted with rejection toward both John and Jesus.
John's Message - take the Kingdom seriously! 
John the Baptist's message was a proclamation of judgment, suited for the funeral dirge of v. 17b. Yet he was rejected and even thought to be demon-possessed. There is no record of such a charge (though there was for Jesus, cf. 9:34, 12:24), but it is likely to have happened.

They were indifferent.  It's not what we are used to, therefore John is not of God. They dismiss the message that is to be taken seriously above all messages.

Jesus Broke Custom - Celebrate the Kingdom
Why would they call Jesus a glutton?

The principle here was, “To share a meal is to share a life,” and meals meant fellowship, acceptance, and identity between “friends.” Social values and hierarchical boundaries controlled such occasions. “Anyone who challenged these rankings and boundaries would be judged to have acted dishonorably, a serious charge in cultures based on the values of honor and shame. Transgressing these customs consistently would make a person an enemy of social stability.”

Again they are indifferent.  They dismiss the message that is to be celebrated above all messages.

People will find a Way to Reject Christ
If people want to reject, they will find a way. John and Jesus had ministries that were in some ways the polar opposite of one another. Those who wanted a solemn, serious presentation of truth centering on judgment should have preferred John. Those who wanted an upbeat, joyous celebration of God’s kingdom presence should have been drawn to Jesus. But the Jewish people did not want truth; they wanted conformity to their preconceived religious norms. So they rejected both John and Jesus.

So it is today. The problem is the human condition, and total depravity reigns in our day in the same way it did in Jesus’ day. Churches that are market-driven and try to appeal to the “itching ears” (2 Tim 4:3) of popular demands will never in the end truly reach the lost. Only by proclaiming God’s deep truths and letting the Spirit take over can depravity be overcome.

The Gospel will Vindicate Itself in Changed Lives
Verse 19c, " Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.”  John and Jesus produced righteous deeds that resulted in repentance, forgiven sin, and redeemed lives. 

God’s messengers should never seek popularity and acceptance. We need the boldness of John and Jesus and must allow God to justify our ministry; we must refuse to play the numbers game of worldly popularity. John and Jesus did not worry about what people thought or even how people reacted. They proclaimed truth the way God led them, and the proof was in changed lives. 

You will know a truly regenerate, awakened person by the fruit of their lives.  This is true of the Redeemer, Jesus Christ our Lord, and His forerunner, John, and all who follow him.

The Danger of Being Indifferent
Are you indifferent to the Gospel?  You are in a dangerous place!  If you do not take John's message of repentance seriously and if you do not lay hold of the kingdom with violence and celebrate the Kingdom, you are in a very, very dangerous place. 
Spurgeon Quote

Spurgeon put it this way: “Oh, what would the damned in hell give for a sermon, could they but listen once more! They would consent, if it were possible, to bear ten thousand years of hell's torments, if they might but once more have the Word presented to them! If I had a congregation of people who have tasted the wrath of God... how would they lean forward to catch every word.”

Jesus is about to explain in verses 20-24 about the danger of being indifferent.
III. The Denunciation of the Sleeping (vs. 20-24).
Matthew 11:20-21, “Then he began to denounce the cities where most of his mighty works had been done, because they did not repent. 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes."
Doom and Condemnation to You!

“Woe to you” – literally, “Warning of doom upon you. You are damned already!"Jesus is speaking to these Galilean cities where He had performed all of these miracles, and the reason for the woe is because they did not repent. The message is clear: Jesus will condemn the unrepentant.

Holy Fury

Jesus’ righteous anger boiled against the privileged cities who witnessed the awesome evidence of His divine power and goodness yet did not repent. In His holy fury He declared to them, Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida!

There is no mention of either Chorazin or Bethsaida anywhere else in Matthew. Chorazin was a medium-sized town noted for its wheat production and identified with modern Khirbet Karazeh about two miles north of Capernaum. Bethsaida was on the northern tip of the lake just on the western side of the Jordan River in Gaulanitis (but geographically part of Galilee)6 and was the original home of Simon and Andrew as well as Philip (John 1:44, 12:21). 

Probably most inhabitants of Chorazin and Bethsaida had personally witnessed Jesus’ miracles.
People who had seen the Messiah had been amazed by Him, they had even admired Him, but they did not turn from their sin in response to His summons, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  But they did not repent! 

Tyre and Sidon

Verse 21, "Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes."

Tyre and Sidon were Gentile cities on the Mediterranean Sea, knowing for their godless idolatry and immorality…and the Lord destroyed them in Ezekiel 28. Yet here Jesus says, “If I had done there what I have done here, they would have repented in grief and sorrow over their sin (which is what sackcloth and ashes refers to).” This was a stunning indictment.

“God will be more tolerant toward” those arrogant pagan cities than toward Galilee, which had rejected the import of Jesus’ miracles. 

You see those two wicked cities would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes, Jesus said, if they had had the privileges of Chorazin and Bethsaida. The self-righteous, traditional religion of Galilean Jews blinded them more to God than the heathen religions did the Gentiles of Tyre and Sidon. Those chosen people had so long rejected God and His Word that they were totally indifferent to His Messiah when He came to them.

Capernaum
Matthew 11:23-24, “And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You will be brought down to Hades. For if the mighty works done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 24 But I tell you that it will be more tolerable on the day of judgment for the land of Sodom than for you.”
Capernaum was Peter's and Andrew's hometown and the base of Jesus' ministry. So when Jesus speaks about Capernaum, and He says, “You self-righteous people who think you will be exalted to heaven…you will be brought down to hell.” Jesus will condemn the unrepentant, and He will…damn the indifferent.

Sodom Had No Bible
Verse 24, "But I tell you that it will be more tolerable on the day of judgment for the land of Sodom than for you.”
Even in the secular world, Sodom is a synonym for moral depravity and has the infamous distinction of lending its name (in sodomy) to the most extreme forms of homosexuality and sexual bestiality. When a group of Sodom’s worst perverts tried to rape the angels at Lot’s house, they were struck blind. But their homosexual enslavement was so intense that even after being blinded “they weaned themselves trying to find the doorway” in order to satisfy their perverted lust (Gen. 19:11).

The Sin of Indifference
The people of Capernaum never persecuted Jesus, and few of them even criticized Him. They never mocked Him, ridiculed Him, ran Him out of town, or threatened His life. Yet their sin was worse than if they had done those things. Theirs was not the sin of violence or of immorality but of indifference. 

Jesus will Damn the Indifferent!
Think about this – the city where Jesus did more miracles than any other place during His earthly ministry. The people of Capernaum had seen Him give sight to the blind, deliver demon-possessed men, heal paralytics…He had brought the dead back to life…they had seen it! And yet, in the end, they did nothing in response. 
And Jesus says INDIFFERENCE is worse than the immorality of Sodom, for they would have turned from their sin and they would remain to this day. Oh, their hearts were so hard…spiritually indifferent to Jesus and unrepentant in their sin.

So let me pause and simply urge anyone in this room who is living in any kind of indifference toward Jesus, or unrepentance in sin…be not indifferent. Be warned…by mercy, be warned today…Jesus is the authoritative Judge, the One who has come to save you from your sins…turn from your sins and yourself and trust in Him…lest you be condemned…damned…forever. Do not disregard God! Do not close your eyes to the Christ! Jesus is the authoritative Judge. He is the sovereign Son.

IV. The Invitation to the Awakened (vs. 25-30).
We don't have time to finish this.  We will do it next week. But I want to close with the everlasting mercy Christ offers. 

Matthew 11:25-27, “At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”

You know God resists the proud and gives grace to the humble.
Funeral

Some
Trinitarian Dialogue
So here we have a dialogue between the Son and the Father in which we get a glimpse into their relationship with one another. As you read these verses, you just sense yourself treading on holy ground as you glimpse the inner workings of the Trinity. See what we discover here, First…Jesus alone knows the father

Jesus alone knows the Father.

Verse 27 – “All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father.” The word our Lord uses for “know” is a word for the most intimate and full knowledge one can have…a statement that would parallel others Jesus makes about being one with the Father… certainly seen as a reference to the deity of the Son. He is in relationship with the Father as God, and as such, He…alone reveals the Father.

Jesus alone reveals the Father.

“No one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.” And this is part of the purpose of Jesus’ coming. He has not come merely with a word from God; He has come as the Word of God made flesh…revealed to man. We can know the Father through the revelation of the Son. NOT, Jesus says, through wisdom and understanding in this world. Those who know the Father are not those who are the smartest and most educated and most intellectual…not that it’s bad to have education or intellect, but these are not what qualify you to know the Father. The only way to know the Father is through the Son.

It’s all…By divine grace.

Verses 25-26, “The Father has hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children, for such was His gracious will.” What does that mean? It means that in His mercy, God must reveal Himself to us. And He does this through the Son. And as He does, we respond, not with unrepentance and indifferent, but we respond in human faith.

Come to Me as a Child! 
Not in self-righteous religion or prideful intellect, but in the humble trust of a child, acknowledging our total dependence on the Father. This is salvation, and it leads right into this last portrait of Jesus. He is the promised Messiah, the authoritative Judge, the sovereign Son, and…He is the gracious Master.

Matthew 11:28-30, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

A Burden and a Yoke
The imagery in this passage is a yoke…a heavy wooden bar that fits over the neck of an ox so that it can pull a cart or a plow. The yoke could be put on one animal or it could be shared between two animals. Now in a shared yoke like this, one of the oxen would most often be much stronger than the other. The one was stronger, more experienced, more schooled in the commands of the master, and that animal would then guide the other according to the master’s commands. So by coming into the yoke with the stronger ox, the weaker ox could learn to obey the master’s voice.

Utter Inability

We give Him our complete and utter inability to obey God. Our utter inability to carry out the commands of God. It’s not that the commands of God are bad…they are good…but they cannot be carried out by men. We are imperfect, sinful people, and we cannot, we do not obey the Master’s voice. This is huge. 
Ian Thomas and the Curse of Reforming Oneself

The call to come to Christ is definitively NOT a call for you to try to reform your life and do better in your life and be a better person. That’s not Christianity! It’s what Ian Thomas called

 “the curse of Christendom…[it’s] what paralyzes the activity of the church of Jesus Christ on earth today! In defiance of God’s Word, God’s mind, God’s will, and God’s judgment, men [and women] everywhere are prepared to dedicate to God what God condemns – the energy of the flesh! There is nothing quite so nauseating or pathetic as the flesh trying to be holy!”

Come to Me!!

Jesus says, “No…” Come to Me. Give all you have to Me, yield/submit to Me, come into the yoke with Me, and I will give all I have to you. Oh, see it…we give all we have to Jesus, and…Jesus gives all He has to us. “Take my yoke upon you,” He says. This is the picture. Jesus, the stronger One, the One who alone is able to bear the weight of the Father’s commands, says, “Come into the yoke with Me.” We give up all we have to Him, and He, in grace and mercy, gives up all He has to us.

We give Him the full weight of all our sin, and… He gives us full pardon for all our sin.

Enter into the yoke of Christ, and you, in all your sin, will be counted as righteous in Christ. He has carried the burden you could not carry. He has obeyed the law you could not obey. So come to Him, and rest in Him with… We rest with peace before God. Jesus says, “I will give you rest” – literally, “relief from bearing the load.” Praise God…in Christ…we are free from self-effort, self-improvement, and a constant struggle to overcome the guilt and shame of our sin. In Christ…we are free to rest with peace before God. But that’s not all! That’s not where Christianity stops…there’s more!

Conclusion

So here’s…The invitation…The invitation of Christ: When faith is hard and the burden is heavy… First and foremost… Repent of sin. Be not indifferent, and be not unrepentant. You do not need to bear the burden of your sin any longer. Renounce yourself. Like a child, come to the Father…throw aside your pride! And…Rest in Christ. Come to the One who is gentle and lowly in heart, and find rest for your soul. And as you do…Rejoice forever in Him.
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