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“Christ never failed to distinguish between doubt and unbelief. Doubt is can’t believe. Unbelief is won’t believe. Doubt is honesty. Unbelief is obstinacy. Doubt is looking for light. Unbelief is content with darkness.”

Henry Drummond
1. Welcome to our Visitors!
2. Thank you to all who helped in our work day yesterday.  New spotlights were installed in the auditorium, doors were sealed for the winter, Pastor Michael’s office was remodled, tracts were folded.  Thank you thank you thank you!

3. LIFE Groups: Life groups for today are postponed until next week due to the Labor Day holiday.

4. Biblical Counseling Class: No class tonight due to the Labor Day holiday.

5. Sunday Evening Worship: There will be no Sunday evening service tonight due to LIFE Groups: Mitchell, Reid, Tiberi/Cariyadil

6. Organization Meeting for Ladies’ Retreat: If you are on the La-dies' Retreat committee, please plan on meeting immediately after the morning service (12pm–1pm) for an important plan-ning meeting.

7. Prayer Support: After the morning service, see Tom and Marie Anderson in the rear of the Sanctuary if you need prayer or counsel.

8. Child Protection Policy: This morning we are distributing our child protection policy.  We are asking all nursery, youth and children's workers to fill out an application to work in the youth and children's ministries.  These are available at the Welcome Center.

9. Kids 4 Truth resumes this Wednesday, Sept. 3

10. Ladies' Bible Study: All ladies are invited to come out for the Ladies’ Bible Study on Wednesday, September 17 from 10am-11:30am at the church. You’ll not want to miss it.

11. Wayside Cross Homeless Shelter Banquet: Join us for the Elgin Wayside Center Annual Friendship Dinner to benefit the home-less on October 17, 2014 at 6pm at Christ Community Church in St. Charles. Only ten seats available.  Pastor Tiberi is sponsoring the table. Please sign up at the Welcome Center.
O

pen your Bible to Matthew 11. We are continuing our series in the book of Matthew. This morning we are looking at a message entitled: "Defeating Doubt."

Doubt only Possible When You Have Faith
Have you ever had doubts about God? About the gospel? About whether or not all of Christianity is real? Sometimes when other believers disappoint us we doubt.  Sometimes when life is really hard we doubt.  Sometimes when we see the evil and injustice in the world we doubt. Sometimes we just look at ourselves and we doubt.  I wonder if sometimes you’ve ever felt like that.
Quotes

Allister McGrath said, “Doubt is natural within faith.  It comes because of our human weakness and frailty.” Then he contrasts doubt with unbelief. McGrath says, “Unbelief is the decision to live your life as if there is no God.  It is a deliberate decision to reject Jesus Christ and all that he stands for. But doubt is something quite different. Doubt arises within the context of faith. It is a wistful longing to be sure of the things in which we trust.” 
John MacArthur observed:
“…when the New Testament talks about doubt, whether you’re talking about the gospels or the epistles, it primarily focuses on believers. That’s very important. It’s as if you have to believe something before you can doubt it; you have to be committed to it before you begin to question it. So doubt is held up as the unique problem of the believer.”

Charles Spurgeon said, “Some of us who have preached the Word for years, and have been the means of working faith in others and of establishing them in the knowledge of the fundamental doctrines of the Bible, have nevertheless been the subjects of the most fearful and violent doubts as to the truth of the very gospel we have preached.”

And listen to the words of Henry Drummond.

“Christ never failed to distinguish between doubt and unbelief. Doubt is can’t believe. Unbelief is won’t believe. Doubt is honesty. Unbelief is obstinacy. Doubt is looking for light. Unbelief is content with darkness.”

Understanding Doubt

The reality is that even for those who seem to be the most faithful, faith is sometimes hard. Particularly when the burdens of life feel heavy. But the good news is that even in our doubts, the God whom we seek to be sure of is certain to meet us where we are in order to assure us of His faithfulness. 
In the words of J.C. Ryle, “Doubting does not prove that a man has no faith, but only that his faith is small. And even when our faith is small, the Lord is ready to help us.”

Greatest Man of Faith Struggling with Doubt

To any brothers or sisters this morning whose faith is weak and trembling and you believe the Word of God, but you have great doubts about how it’s going to work out – I want to encourage you. I want to show you the greatest prophet, the man whom Jesus called the greatest man ever born before Him. Here is probably the greatest man of faith, and he is struggling with massive doubt as to whether Jesus is even the Messiah. 
And in the midst of your doubt, I want to show you Jesus.  He is worthy of your faith. And He is worthy of your trust. And worthy of your worship. I want to show you four portraits of Jesus.

Four Portraits of Jesus

What Jesus gives us as an answer to doubt are four portraits of Himself in Matthew 11 all leading to the greatest invitation of trust and faith ever given! 
I want you to see Christ this morning – four portraits of Jesus. Let’s look at each on as we walk through Matthew 11.
As we see Jesus as the promised Messiah (vs. 1-19).
We need to be…

I. Answering Doubt (vs. 1-6).
Matthew 11:1-6, “When Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and preach in their cities. 2 Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 4 And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. 6 And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”

This is an interesting passage. John the Baptist had been thrown into prison (which we heard about in Matthew 4, and we will find out why in Matthew 14). But by this time, he’s likely been in prison for a while. And he was perplexed. What is going on, and what is Jesus doing? John sends some of his disciples, whom he was obviously in touch with, to ask Jesus a question. And this is where I want you to see the honest doubts of John. 

John Doubts Jesus

Of all people, John the Baptist is struggling when it comes to faith in Jesus as the promised Messiah. John has heard about the deeds of the Christ, Matthew tells us in verse 2, “Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples.” We must remember from Matthew 1:1 that “Christ” is not Jesus’ last name.

It’s the title that signifies Jesus’ coming as the promised Messiah. So this is an honest question from a guy struggling with faith. He says, in effect, “I’ve believed that you are the Messiah, but I’m starting to wonder, ‘Are you really the one, or is there someone coming after you?’” Which begs the question…what is causing John to even doubt Jesus at this point? 

The Anatomy of Doubt

This is where we see the anatomy of doubt. All of us as true believers find ourselves doubting for similar reasons. What is behind doubt? There are three fiery darts that make us shudder with doubt…
1. Difficult Situations (like Elijah)
It is when we are tired, alone, and discouraged in trials when doubt comes at us the hardest. Here was John, a prophet in the wilderness who had proclaimed God’s Word with boldness, preparing the way for the Messiah, boldly pointing people to Him. 
But now, as a result, he was experiencing shame, hunger, physical mistreatment, emotional turmoil, sitting there alone in prison. You can’t help but to think of Elijah, tired and running from Jezebel in 1 Kings 19, just ready to give up under the juniper tree. 
And accompanying difficult situations were…

2. Unmet Expectations
Doubt is not unbelief. Doubt comes when we believe something so strongly, but we hit the brick wall of dashed expectations.  John thought the Messiah would come in a certain way.  John the Baptist knew his Old Testament (Isaiah 61:1), “He will proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound.” 
On a broader level, it was becoming clear by this point that Jesus was not meeting many of the larger expectations that many Jewish people had for the Messiah. John had prophesied, “Judgment is coming with the Christ.”  He prophesied in Matthew 3:10, “Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees.” The end of the world is near, but the Roman system was still in place. And John was in jail because of it! 
Roman authority still reigned, sin was still rampant, political and religious corruption still ruled.  Everything seemed like it was the same it had been the same for generations, and John is thinking, “Isn’t the Messiah the one who is going to deliver us from all of this?” Instead, Jesus is spending time with notorious sinners, teaching them about forgiveness, and He’s not fasting. This does not look like the Messiah John the Baptist expected. 
Difficult situations, unmet expectations, and in the midst of it all…

3. Limited Perception
Have you ever wanted to figure out God?  We often can’t see much of what God is doing in a certain situation, so doubt rages against us at times.  We must remember Isaiah 55:8-9, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

    neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord.

9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

    so are my ways higher than your ways

    and my thoughts than your thoughts.

John was no different.  John the Baptist simply didn’t understand how our Lord’s life meshed with the Old Testament prophecies.  

Combining Christ’s First and Second Coming.  Most Jewish people at the time combined the first and second coming of Christ.  John may have thought Christ should have already destroyed the world in power and glory.  And John is languishing in a prison, so his eyes are confined to a prison cell. He’s got limited perspective. 

So John sends these disciples with this question. We read about it in verses 2-3, “Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?”
The reality is that much of our questions, much of our doubts, often spring from these same toxic fountain. It’s often in the midst of challenging circumstances mixed with our finite perspective, when faith is hardest to come by. 
Especially when we have been walking with the Lord, faithfully serving and worshiping Him, and tragedy hits. Or maybe multiple tragedies. Or maybe even just varying trials. And you start to think, “God, where are you?” “Why is this happening?” “I don’t understand.” “I’m trying to serve you…and this seems to be keeping me from serving you.” 
Difficult situations…unmet expectations… limited perspective. Instead of letting doubt assault us, we need to lift up our voices in praise to him, like Paul in Romans 11:33-36, “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!

34 “For who has known the mind of the Lord,

    or who has been his counselor?”

35 “Or who has given a gift to him

    that he might be repaid?”

36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.”
Jesus Doesn’t Immediately Set up His Earthly Kingdom
We all know how the story of Jesus turns out.  Our Lord doesn’t come immediately with Armageddon and wipe out Rome and the rest of the world and set up an earthly kingdom.  He dies on a cross, but He is raised on the third day.  John does not see this because he later gets put to death.  John the Baptist had no idea how this story of Jesus the Messiah was going to play out.  He had to walk by faith! He had no idea all that God was doing to usher in a totally different type of kingdom that was more than just a political regime change.  God was ushering in the redemption of the entire world. 
John didn’t know that. His perspective was small. And we must remember, whenever we go through trials, through difficult situations with unmet expectations, and questions begin to rise up within us, “Is God real? Is God great? Is God good?” we need to remember that our perspective is always limited…and we have no idea what God is doing.

Answering Doubts: Twofold
How do we deal with our doubts?  Blind faith?  No! Jesus gives us a very powerful answer that is twofold. How are we to confront doubt in our lives? 
1. Biblical Revelation (God’s Word)

First we answer doubt first and foremost, with biblical revelation. Romans 10:17, “Faith comes through hearing and hearing by the word of Christ.” Jesus answered them: Verse 4, “Go and tell John what you hear and see…,” and then He uses phrases taken from Isaiah 35 and Isaiah 61 and allusions to numerous other prophecies of the Messiah to show that He is indeed the promised One. 
Matthew 11:4-5, “And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them.”

By the way, all throughout the Old Testament, there is never someone who is blind who receives sight, nor is there any story after this, apart from Saul’s conversion, when Jesus’ followers take a blind man and restore his sight…yet it was promised in Isaiah 35:5, “The eyes of the blind shall be opened.” And interestingly, the passages that Jesus is alluding to here from Isaiah 35 and Isaiah 61 and others all refer not only to healing, but to the judgment that the Messiah will bring. 
It’s as if Jesus is saying to John, “See evidence of the inbreaking kingdom in these works, and trust that I am going to bring full and final judgment…,” which we’ll actually see later in this passage. 
So the first antidote to doubt is biblical revelation…the Word of God…God will be true to His Word.  Therefore, to fight doubt without a foundation in the Word of God is futile. We could all testify that: “Apart from the Word of God, we would be lost.” 
And it’s true…His Word is a rock that doesn’t’ make everything easy, but it does keep your feet out of sinking sand amidst trials and our own finite expectations and perspective.
But here’s a second way to fight doubt…

2. Joyful Submission
After alluding to these verses in the Old Testament, Jesus ends this section by saying, what does verse 6 say? “Blessed is the one who is not offended by Me,” or some translations say, “who does not stumble over me.”  Basically, the one who is able to not be tripped by me but instead trusts, “the one who trusts in me.” Amidst difficult situations and unmet expectations, even when it’s not easy and seems contrary to reason and everything you think about the way it should be, based upon biblical revelation, trust in Me, Jesus says. And you will be blessed…that’s a promise…blessed is the One who trusts in Me. 
II. Understanding our Privilege (vs. 7-11).
Jesus Description of John – Man of Faith! 
In case you are thinking John is this weak kneed, mamby-pamby brother who was just weak in faith, Jesus begins to talk about John, and testifying about what a great man of faith he is.
Jesus defends John

Some may wonder, based on the first part of this chapter, if tension was developing between John the Baptist and Jesus.  Was John lesser than most men that he would doubt? So Jesus takes this opportunity to defend—and affirm—John for who he is and what he has done.

Matthew 11:7-10, “As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings' houses. 9 What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is he of whom it is written,

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face,

    who will prepare your way before you.’

Greatest Prophet, Greatest Man Born of Woman

To cut to the chase, Jesus tells the crowds that John. He was the greatest prophet. Not even just the greatest prophet, but the greatest person born of woman, i.e., ever born. Verse 11, “among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist.” That is quite a statement!
Greater Than All the Old Testament Prophets

Think about this!  Amidst Old Testament giants like Abraham, Moses, Elijah, King David, Isaiah, Daniel, and all the others – Jesus says, “None of them greater than John.” Now what does that mean? Well, this statement had everything to do not just with John’s person, but with his position in redemptive history. 
All the others said, “The King is coming!” But John gets to say, “The King is here!”  So John was a prophet, a position of highest honor to be a spokesman for God, but he was not just any prophet. 
He was the prophet whom God had promised (in earlier prophecies) who would come and announce the Messiah. Isaiah and Micah said a prophet would come and announce that Messiah had arrived. 

So many prophets had come before him—Elijah and Isaiah and Micah and Jeremiah and a host of others—but none of these holy men of God had the distinct privilege of announcing the King’s arrival.  John was the climax of all pre-Christian revelation, the One who announced that the Messiah had come. Which then sets the stage for this next statement that Jesus makes that is absolutely astounding.

We Have a Greater Privilege Than John the Baptist
Matthew 11:11, “Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”
What does that mean? Don’t miss what Jesus is doing here.  He is making a shift from all the people, from the days of Abraham, who have pointed to Christ, and he says, “John is the climax of them all!” 
But none of them, not even the highest of them who came before Me, can compare to the position and privilege that is reserved for all who will come after Me. He’s talking about you and me saints of God! 

The Least in the Kingdom Has Greater Understanding

All the prophets of the Old Testament, including John, had a limited perspective of what the Messiah would do even though they were God’s messengers. But we, even the least person who comes into the kingdom after Jesus, has a greater understanding of the Christ, the Messiah, than everyone who came before Him. 
John the Baptist, Our Taxi Driver

Do you realize what Jesus is saying? John was the greatest prophet, and for that he is to be celebrated and commended, but brothers and sisters in the kingdom since the coming of Christ, John is just our taxi driver!

We have an even greater privilege and position than he did! Think about it! As we just saw, even in all of his greatness, John was unclear on all that the Messiah would do, but we know all that the Messiah has done. And we have the privilege of proclaiming the crucified and resurrected King to the ends of the earth. What a position in redemptive history that we have!

A Task Greater than the OT Prophets and John

Brothers and sisters, let us be faithful to our task.  We have a task that is greater than all the prophets of the Old Testament. D. A. Carson wrote:

 “So often Christians want to establish their ‘greatness’ with reference to their work, their giving, their intelligence, their preaching, their gifts, their courage, their discernment. But Jesus unhesitatingly affirmed that even the least believer is greater than Moses or John the Baptist, simply because of his or her ability, living on this side of the coming of Jesus the Messiah, to point him out with greater clarity and understanding than all his forerunners ever could. If we really believe this truth, it will dissipate all cheap vying for position [in this world] and force us to recognize that our true significance lies [simply] in our witness to the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Conclusion
Don’t let doubt take hold of you.  Turn to the Word of God. Realize that without a focus on the Word even the greatest man born of woman doubted.  And yet you are in a place greater than John the Baptist.  Rejoice saint! God loves you and has made you an ambassador for Christ! 
