The Crucified Life
Matthew 10:34-42
___________________________________________

King of Kings! (Gospel of Matthew Series)

Prepared by: Matthew S. Black

Sunday, August 24, 2014, 10:30am at Living Hope Church of Roselle, Illinois TC "Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose.”

Jim Elliot
1. Welcome to our Visitors!
2. Olive Sofìa Cariyadil arrived at 3:15 (8/23/14) yesterday morn. 6lbs 1oz and 19.5" long

3. Sunday Evening Worship: There will be no Sunday evening ser-vice tonight due to LIFE Groups.

4. Biblical Counseling Class: No class tonight due to Life Groups.
5. Ladies’ Bible Study Sept. 10 start date.  Error in bulletin.
6. Parking: The Church parking seal coating has been changed to mid-Sept. due to weather.
7. Church Work Day: THIS Saturday, August 30, 10am to 1pm.

8. Prayer Support: After the morning service, see Mike and Cindy Klikas in the rear of the Sanctuary if you need prayer or counsel.

9. Ladies Fellowship: Ladies and girls – we hope to see you at the Ladies’ Fellowship Fri. Aug. 29 from 7 – 8pm. Please bring an ap-petizer or dessert to share. We will choose new prayer partners. We will meet at the Reid home in West Chicago. Bring a friend!

10. LIFE Groups: Today after the morning service, the Spanish, Soen, Kroll, and Klikas Life Groups will meet.  If you are not sure which Life Group you are in, please get a copy of the Life Group sheet from our Free store or at the Welcome Center.  Please see your group leader for details.

11. Child Protection Policy: This morning we are distributing our child protection policy.  We are asking all nursery, youth and children's workers to fill out an application to work in the youth and children's ministries.  These are available at the Welcome Center.

O

pen your Bible to Matthew 10. We are continuing our series in the book of Matthew. This morning we are looking at a message entitled: "The Crucified Life."

Pluralism, an Assault on the Exclusivity of Jesus
As we get into Matthew again, I want us to remember the famous words of Jesus in John 20:21, “…as my Father has sent Me, even so send I you.”  The world does not welcome us as His followers. Our Lord sends us into a world that is hostile to Him.  Jesus says, Verse 16: "Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves,” The Christian life of following Christ is treacherous. It is arduous.
We live in a world whose greatest value an assault on the exclusivity of Jesus.  The most important value of the world system we live in is pluralism above all other principles.  Pluralism teaches that there are many fountains of authority. It recognizes more than one ultimate principle.
The world of Jesus’ day was woefully ill-prepared for Him. Jew and Gentile alike crucified Him. They hated him because He confronted their idols. 

The New Moses

Last week we said that Jesus is the New Moses. Like Moses, he goes into an impossible situation and turns the world upside down.  He’s not delivering us from Pharaoh but from Satan.  He’s not delivering us from slavery to Egypt but slavery to sin. He’s not bringing us through the Red Sea, but an Exodus through death, for He has conquered death!  Hallelujah what a Savior.

Last week we said Christ teaches us four attitudes we as his disciples are to embody.  We need to be ready to suffer.

I. Be Ready to suffer.
Last week we saw that being a disciple of Jesus Christ, we are going to suffer. We may face the worst—the loss of life itself—yet in the end, we suffer no final harm, for those who trust God live with him forever (Matt. 10:14–33). That is the good news, but since our Lord is honest, he declares the costs as well as the benefits of following him. Make no mistake, he says, discipleship is arduous, grueling, demanding. Following Jesus requires your life.
II. Be Encouraged that you are loved by God
Yet the God who loves even the insignificant creatures on this earth like sparrows, loves you far more, and gave His Son for you! He counts every hair on your head and has chosen you and loved you before the foundation of the world.  He loves you with an everlasting love!  Be encouraged! 

But thirdly, we need to have another attitude.

III. Be Crucified: Like Christ, we must be dead to this life (vs. 34-39).
The Principle of Crucifixion Stated
The central principle of discipleship outside of following Christ is the principle of crucifixion.  Jesus distinguishes it in Matthew 10:38, “And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.”

The Most Brutal Method of Execution Invented
Crucifixion was the most brutal method of execution ever invented in the ancient world. The Romans did not invent crucifixion as a method of execution, though it seems that they perfected it. On the basis of the writings of the Greek author Herodotus, it seems that the Persians were the first to use crucifixion.
  Crucifixion is considered the worst of all capital punishments.  It is the worst way to die. The main thing was to expose the victim to the utmost indignity.
Flogging: First came the flogging or scourging. The flogging usually was done by two soldiers using a short whip made of leather, called a “cat of nine tails.” Tied to the leather were small iron balls or sharp pieces of sheep bones. The victim was stripped of his clothing and his hands were tied above him to a post. The back, legs and buttocks would then be flogged until the person collapsed. The ancient sources tell us that many some people died just from the flogging.
Procession: Next the condemned man was made to carry his own cross to the place of crucifixion outside the city walls. This was not the whole cross, however, which probably would have weighed well over 300 pounds. The condemned man typically carried the crossbeam (patibulum) across his shoulders, shoulders that had just been ripped open by the flogging. This crossbeam would have weighed from 75-125 pounds. This procession to the site of crucifixion was ordinarily led by a complete military guard, headed by a centurion.
Crucifixion: The victim was then stripped naked, thrown to the ground on his back with his arms outstretched along the crossbeam. The hands then would be nailed to the crossbeam. Then the feet were nailed, one on top of the other, to the upright beam with another iron spike. Then the victim, now nailed to the crossbeam, would be hoisted up and dropped into a whole. The force of this was normally so jarring that it was intended to rip the person’s joints out of their sockets. 
Death: The pain of crucifixion is not difficult to imagine. In addition to the excruciating pain from the nails, the position of the crucified person on the cross interfered with normal breathing. Simply breathing for a crucified person was a long drawn-out agony. Because the person could not exhale properly, this eventually would lead to painful muscle cramps. Simple breathing required the crucified to lift his body by pushing up on his crucified feet and rotating his elbows. This, of course, resulted in searing pain in both feet and hands. Lifting of the body to properly breath would also also painfully scrape the scourged back against the rough wooden cross, probably reopening wounds and causing more bleeding. On the cross every breath would be an agonizing affair and finally in combination with exhaustion would lead to asphyxia. This also explains why the legs of the crucified were often broken,
The Principle of Crucifixion Explained
So let me say it again: the central principle of discipleship outside of following Christ is the principle of crucifixion.  Jesus distinguishes it in Matthew 10:38, “And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.” We must die to our old life.

Explained by Paul
Paul expressed it Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”

I used to be dead to God, dead in my trespasses and sins. Paul explains the principle of crucifixion in Romans 6:6-7, “We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has been set free from sin.” I can no longer live comfortably in the “body” of the habits of sin from my old carnal life that was dead to God.

I’ve been made alive.  And now I hate the sin I used to love, and I love the God I used to hate. 
Example of a Crucified Life: Christ
Christ: Luke 22:41-43, “he withdrew from them about a stone's throw, and knelt down and prayed, 42 saying, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.” 43 And there appeared to him an angel from heaven, strengthening him. 44 And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.”

Hebrews 12:2 tells us that Jesus is “the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.”

Christ was joyfully crucified for you.  He was dead to the fleeting pleasures of this life. He said, “My will is to do the will of Him that sent me.”

Example of a Crucified Life: Paul
Paul: A crucified person no longer has any earthly ambitions or pursuits.  What Paul is saying is: “I’ve attended my own funeral. I put to death all my ambitions. 

He speaks of it in his own testimony in Philippians 3:4-10, “If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish [dung], in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10 that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death.”

In other words, when we are become a Christian, a disciple of Christ, then Christ becomes the very center of our lives.  Everything else that we counted dear becomes like dung compared to the excellency and beauty and worth of knowing Christ.

It means I’m willing to suffer the loss of all things in my pursuit of following Jesus. Paul exemplifies this principle in Acts 20:22-24, “And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions await me. 24 But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.”

Old Testament Examples
This kind of life is not unique.  We see this in the life of Moses. Hebrews 11:24-26, “By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 25 choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward.”

We could also talk about Daniel whose cross was a lion’s den – or Shadrach Meshach and Abednego.  Their cross was a fiery furnace. 

The crucified life is not unique to the New Testament.  Hebrews 11 is a record of those who lived by faith and were dead to this world. We read in Hebrews 11:35-38, “Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life. 36 Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated— 38 of whom the world was not worthy—wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.” These all died in faith. We read in Hebrews 11:13, “These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.”

So let’s go back to Matthew 10:34.  Jesus gives us several ways we are crucified to this life. 
Crucified to Earthly Relationships
Matthew 10:34-36, "Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36 And a person's enemies will be those of his own household.” Jesus eventually says we need to be crucified to all earthly relationships if they conflict with Him. 

Relationships In Light of Eternity

We look at relationships differently in light of eternity. Our true family is our forever family.  Earthly families are temporary. My children are my children only on this earth.  In eternity, there is a more important relationship.  If my children are saved, they will be my brothers and sisters.  If they are not, they will be my enemies.  They will be part of the defeated enemies of the Lord for all eternity.

Jesus’ View of Family

Remember in Matthew 12, Jesus was told his family was here to talk with him.  And what was Jesus’ response? Matthew 12:48-50, “While he was still speaking to the people, behold, his mother and his brothers stood outside, asking to speak to him. 48 But he replied to the man who told him, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” 49 And stretching out his hand toward his disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 50 For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.”
Jesus Came to Bring War

Back in Matthew 10:34 Jesus says, "Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.” Jesus is at war with this world system.

Jesus’ Pre-existence

The fact that “Jesus came” points to His pre-existence. You see, Adam’s entire fallen race was at war with God. We followed the serpent’s rebellion. And though Christ was enthroned in glory with perfect peace and glory, He never forgot about our peril.

It was His desire to put down our rebellion. The Father planned it from eternity past. When the fullness of time came, He could have “with flaming fire” taken “vengeance against those who know not God.”  He will do that one day, but instead He decided to enter the world Himself, and redeem our fallen race. He became the wretched bearer of our sins so that we could be the welcomed children of God.

He Initiated Spiritual Warfare

When He came to the earth, he initiated a spiritual warfare. Again He says: "Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.” (Mt. 10:34).  It is a war against our old master. Lucifer thought he had won, especially when he had Jesus nailed to the Cross. Christ will never make peace with evil.  He wages war against sin, and Satan, and even those who serve the god of this world. 

Christ initiates combat with our enemy. He assaults the strongholds of sin. That assault eventually brings peace, but first it brings conflict. Jesus’ war against evil elicits hostility from evildoers. They oppose Jesus, sometimes passionately. Conflict is therefore inevitable, even within families. 
  Jesus said, “For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36 And a person's enemies will be those of his own household. 37 Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.”
He lived in perfect peace and glory in heaven while mankind lived in strife and misery on earth. Working outside the boundaries of time, the triune God planned to enter human time and space, to redeem a fallen race.
Peace on Earth? War with this World!
On the night our Lord was born, the angels declared, “On earth peace” (Luke 2:14). Once we have identified with Jesus Christ and confessed Him, we are part of a war. We did not start the war; God declared war on Satan (Gen. 3:15).
True peace is found in Christ and with those who love Christ.  But it is an “already, not yet principle.” While we have true peace with Christ, we are at WAR with this world system.  All people who are not Christ’s are His enemies.  Yet Jesus is at war with this world to transform His enemies into His friends.
In Jesus’ day, many Jews thought that when the Messiah came he would bring “political peace and material prosperity.”
 He says, no you’ve got it wrong.  In regard to this world, I’m at war with it.  I’ve come to bring people into a reconciled relationship with me.  My enemies become my friends.  That’s the peace I’m bringing.
Subduing Human Affection
Jesus said there can be no competing affections.  We are to love our families, but Christ must be supreme. Any affection that would take the place of Christ must be crucified. We must be willing to give up human relationships if it comes to that.  “For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36 And a person's enemies will be those of his own household. 37 Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.”

Jesus assumes parents and children love each other. He approves of love in the family. But he says love of family must never push him into the background. A disciple must love him supremely, more than father or mother, son or daughter, husband or wife. If we must choose between pleasing Jesus and pleasing our family, Jesus says we must love him more than father or mother (10:37). Human affections must not overpower our affection for Jesus. No one can make a claim that surpasses the claim of Christ. We must subdue our human affections—our affection for parent, child, and spouse, even our affection for ourselves.

Bearing our Cross
Whoever loves family or personal peace and prosperity more than Jesus is not fit to be his disciple. When forced to choose between Jesus and any other joy or pleasure, a disciple at least intends to choose Jesus. We may falter and fail, but it is our heart’s desire to take up our cross and follow Jesus, who said, “Anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me” (10:38).

Disturbing Idea
Matthew 10:38-39, “And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.”

This is a disturbing idea when you think about it. The closest equivalent of the cross in the last hundred years might be “Take up your noose” or “Take up your electric chair and follow me.”
 
“Taking up the cross” probably refers to the moment, after the trial and the beatings, when a victim actually shouldered the instrument of his execution. He faced a howling, bloodthirsty mob as a nonperson, a dead man, without legal rights, so that anyone could do as he pleased to him.

Losing Our Life
To “carry the cross” does not mean to wear a pin on our lapel or put a sticker on our automobile. It’s fine if you designate yourself a Christian.  In the ancient world Christians would draw the sign of a fish or greet one another with the ICTHUS sign.

I -Jesus

C - Christ

TH Theos or God

U Uios or Son

S Savior

Losing your life more than identifying yourself as a Christian.  It means to confess Christ and obey Him in spite of shame and suffering. It means to die to self daily. If the Lord went to a cross for us, the least we can do is carry a cross for Him.

Not Worthy
Matthew 10:38, “And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.” The one who has not died to this life and this world is not a Christian.  He is no disciple at all.  He is unworthy to bear Christ’s name as “Christ follower.”

Only Two Options
Matthew 10:39, “Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.”

Matthew 10:39 presents us with only two alternatives: spare your life or sacrifice your life. There is no middle ground. If we protect our own interests, we will be losers; if we die to self and live for His interests, we will be winners. Since spiritual conflict is inevitable in this world, why not die to self and let Christ win the battle for us and in us? After all, the real war is inside—selfishness versus sacrifice.

IV. Be Committed: Give yourself to the King and His Kingdom (vs. 40-42).
What a cost! Yes, there is a cost and commitment. We give our lives.  But there is a reward.  We gain Christ.

Matthew 10:40-42, "Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me. 41 The one who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet's reward, and the one who receives a righteous person because he is a righteous person will receive a righteous person's reward. 42 And whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward.”
Receiving Christ
To “receive” a disciple is to hear his message and support it, perhaps by giving the messenger food and a bed so he can continue his ministry (10:11). To receive a prophet in this way is to receive Jesus himself and God himself. But Jesus continues down a line to people who are ever less prominent:

    •      To receive a prophet/apostle receives Christ.

    •      To receive a righteous man receives Christ.

    •      To receive a little one—the smallest member of the kingdom— receives Christ.

Receiving Christ
We are nobodies that Christ is sending out. Why should anyone come because of us?  They shouldn’t.  They shouldn’t come because of us.  But is not Christ worthy of those for whom He died? Isn’t He worthy of the reward of His crucifixion and suffering? 

We are Christ’s Representatives
Not everyone will reject our witness. There are those who will welcome us and receive a blessing. After all, we are the ambassadors of the King! Our King will see to it that they are rewarded for what they do. When people receive us, they welcome the King; for we are His representatives. 

Little Ones
In His limitless grace God not only rewards a prophet for his faithfulness but also rewards anyone else.
Little ones are believers who seem insignificant and unimportant (cf. Matt. 18:3–1; 25:31–46). They might be new believers who are untaught and are stumbling in their new life; or they might be lifelong believers whose devoted years of service have attracted little attention. Jesus’ point is that any service done to any of His people in His name amounts to service to Him and will be rewarded. The simplest help given to the simplest disciple will not go unnoticed or unrewarded by God.

Whenever we become the source of blessing for others, we are blessed; and whenever other believers become a source of blessing to us, they are blessed. In God’s magnificent economy of grace, the least believer can share the blessings of the greatest, and no one’s good work will go unrewarded.
A Small Deed? Serve Where Needed
You see their really is no small deed.  

We are to show a total commitment to Christ by serving all who are His: from the greatest to the least! Even the smallest deed, done in Jesus’ name, has weight. The smallest deed advances his kingdom and transports us into partnership with the apostles, the prophets, and Jesus himself. A small deed is great because it joins God’s great project of restoring all things.
  We are co-laborers together with God!

Serving Where Needed
Often we have gifts and abilities.  Pastor Michael Tiberi demonstrated this week that we are to serve where needed.  Jesus put on the slaves’ towel around Him and served.  This week, Pastor Michael and I were cleaning up water in the basement.  We serve where needed!

That ought to be our whole attitude.  If there is a need I am ready to serve. Once someone mentioned to me they didn’t want to serve in the nursery because they might miss the service. I said, well, who likes missing the service?  It is a sacrifice.  It’s hard. It’s not called vacation but crucifixion! 

We ought to be willing to serve only in our favorite areas, but WHEREEVER WE ARE NEEDED.
Conclusion
Do you really want to follow Christ?  Have you counted the cost?  Are you ready to lose your life if necessary?  Friends, family, job? It may cost you everything. Are you ready to help in every way possible?
Follow Christ Wherever He Takes You 
Are you willing to follow Christ wherever He takes you?  You may lose your reputation. Your family may despise and make fun of you.  You may lose your job. In Iraq, Afghanistan and Syria, you may lose your life. 
And Rewards Too?
Verse 42, "And whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward.”

Isn't it amazing that Christ redeems His enemies? He gives us eternal life.  All that this world offers is worthless, and He asks us to die to it.  But then he says He will reward us for following Him and being committed to Him.  Rewards too?!  Isn't God good?! 

Jim Elliot Quote
Jim Elliot, quoting Matthew Henry summarized it perfectly, "He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose."
We will all die.  Let's give our mortal lives, and Christ, promises an undeserved reward: We get Him!  We get His glorious presence and fellowship for eternity!  I want that reward!
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