How to Be Effective in Ministry, Part 2
Matthew 10:5-15
___________________________________________

King of Kings! (Gospel of Matthew Series)

Prepared by: Matthew S. Black

Sunday, July 13, 2014, 10:30am at Living Hope Church of Roselle, Illinois TC "Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
“There are three stages in the work of God: Impossible; Difficult; Done.”
 Hudson Taylor
1. Welcome to our Visitors!
2. Prayer Support: After the morning service, see Tom and Marie Anderson at the rear of the Sanctuary if you need prayer or counsel.

3. Sunday Evening Family Worship: Please return to church this evening at 5pm for worship, prayer and Bible teaching.  We will be studying Judges and “The Danger of Being Relevant.”
4. Biblical Counseling Exam Prep: There will be class at 4pm today.
5. Deacons Meeting: This Tuesday at 7pm
O

pen your Bible to Matthew 10. We are continuing our series in the book of Matthew. This morning we are looking at the second part of a message entitled: “How to be Effective in Ministry.”

Ministry Impossible
Hudson Taylor, the famous missionary to China once said: “There are three stages in the work of God: Impossible; Difficult; Done.” What must be done for the Lord must be done by the Lord. Without Christ we are powerless. We can do nothing that is of eternal value.

Brothers and sisters, “unless the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it!” I want to present the Lord a crown of gold, silver, and precious stones, not a paper hat of wood, hay, and stubble.” If we are to see fruit we must not have our own plan, but we must be called by Jesus.
Matthew 10:5-15, "These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, “Go nowhere among the Gentiles and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 And proclaim as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 
8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. 
You received without paying; give without pay. 9 Acquire no gold or silver or copper for your belts, 10 no bag for your journey, or two tunics or sandals or a staff, for the laborer deserves his food. 
11 And whatever town or village you enter, find out who is worthy in it and stay there until you depart. 12 As you enter the house, greet it. 13 And if the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it, but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. 14 And if anyone will not receive you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet when you leave that house or town. 15 Truly, I say to you, it will be more bearable on the day of judgment for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than for that town.”
The Original Missionaries
The apostles were the original missionaries, trained and sent forth to preach the gospel to a world under God’s judgment, into a harvest that was plentiful but for which the workers were few (Matt. 9:37; cf. 2 Cor. 5:11). The instruction Jesus gave the apostles at this time was for short-term mission work in their own country; but the basic concepts apply to every believer the Lord sends out into ministry.
==========================================
Last week we saw the first three foundations for effective ministry.

I. A Call from God
II. A Place (of ministry) from God
III. A Message from God
==========================================
What a joy to be called by God! To go where God has prepared for you. Paul wanted to go to Asia, but God told him to go to another place – to Europe – he got the Macedonian call. God distributes people to different places through their gifts.  

And there is the message of the kingdom! 

IV. Power from God (vs. 8a)
Matthew 10:8a, "Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons…”  As the apostles are preaching the message that the King has come, they are to demonstrate unimaginable power among the people.  The signs, wonders, and mighty works Jesus commanded the apostles to perform demonstrated that the kingdom had come. 

The Twelve were Not Accepted as Rabbis
Because the twelve had no formal training, they were not accepted by the multitudes.  Like us they were powerless in and of themselves.   They were certainly not part of the established Jewish religious leadership dominated by the scribes, Pharisees, Sadducees, and priests.  They were not even itinerant rabbis like Jesus.  Like us they needed the power of God.

They did things that you and cannot do today.  Jesus told them in Matthew 10:8a, "Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons…” These are “the signs of a true apostle,” according to Paul – “signs and wonders and mighty works.” (2 Cor. 12:12).
The Kinds of Miracles 
They could have done any kind of miracles. They could have moved the Temple from Jerusalem to Bethlehem. But the miracles they performed created wonder and purposely pointed to the compassionate character of God and the nature of His kingdom.

The King is here. He is love. He is kindness. He is compassion. He has His heart set upon us. His love is poured out upon us. Augustine said, “God loves each one of us as if there were only one of us to love.” That’s what these miracles were expressing. God cares that you have been hurt. Part of the curse of sin is pain.

Here is a picture of the Kingdom in its fullness!

· Heal the sick, because in the new earth there is no more sorrow or pain!

· Raise the dead, because in the new earth, there is no death or dying!

· Cleanse the lepers, because in the new earth, there are no outcasts!

· Cast out demons, because in the new earth, Satan is utterly and totally defeated!

The Future Kingdom 
The future kingdom coming to earth will bring the removal of disease and the restoration of broken bodies, just as God’s Word had predicted (Isa. 29:18; 35:5–6; 42:7). Thus these miracles not only revealed the nature of God but predicted what life would be like in the new heaven and the new earth.

Remember what Jesus says in Revelation 21? “Behold, I am making all things new” (vs. 5).  John said, Behold, “I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away…4 God shall wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”

More Than Physical Miracles Needed
It’s not simply a physical miracle that is needed.  The greatest miracle, is the miracle of the new birth.  Without it, Jesus said, a person “cannot see the kingdom of God.” All of the physical miracles done by Jesus and the apostles were designed to awaken the hearts of people to repentance and faith in the King! 

Mere physical miracles are not enough.  The apostles healed the sick, cast out demons, and raised the dead. You would think that they had great success.  But the same people that experienced the miracles of Christ and his apostles crucified Christ.
Jesus said in Luke 16:31, “If people hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded [even] though one rose from the dead.”

Their Message for the Most Part, Would Eventually Be Rejected
You’d think their message would be received because of the miracles, right?  Remember Jesus did all these things, but he was “despised and rejected … a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering” (Isa. 53:3). Their message for the most part would be rejected. The great majority of the crowds were stony-ground hearers who would fall away, eventually subjecting the Christ to open shame by crucifying the Son of God.
But what is impossible with man, is possible with God! God can soften the hardest heart. 

· God took Manasseh, one of the wickedest kings in Israel’s history, and granted him eternal life. “Manasseh knew that the Lord he was God” (2 Chron. 33:13)

· God humbled Nebuchadnezzar of old. 

· God saved Saul of Tarsus and made him an apostle.

That arm of mercy which was long enough to save the most wretched is long enough and powerful enough to save you today!  If you are hardened and lost, be raised from the dead and come to Christ this moment! Your greatest need is that you would see! Pray like Psalm 119:18, Do what I cannot do… “Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law.”

Called to Reach the Same Impossible People
You see today, we are called to reach the same impossible people that would crucify Christ again if they could.  The human heart will remain as cold as ice and hard as stone unless God Himself breaks that heart. We cannot raise the dead, but we can preach the Word that will raise those who are “dead in their trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1-3). 

Power from on High – I Will Build My Church!
What we need power from on high. I cannot raise the dead, heal the sick and lepers or cast out demons.  These are the signs of an apostle. I need Christ. Jesus says, “without me, ye can do nothing” (John 15:5). He promised to give me fruit.  He promised an effective ministry. He gave us that amazing promise: “I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matt. 16:18). 
What is most important to a person is not that I heal their cancer or bring back a loved one.  The most important thing is that you know the power of God.
We Have No Power in Ourselves to Help the Lost
The truth is we have no power in ourselves to help the lost. Those who are without Christ are blinded by the god of this world “lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them” (2 Cor. 4:4).  

“The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14). 
We have no power and no credentials in and of ourselves.  The power we have is the Gospel of the Kingdom itself.  Paul said, “I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes…” (Romans 1:16).

AW Tozer – God Must Conquer the Heart
Dear brothers and sisters, the apostles had no power in and of themselves to heal the sick, advance against Satan’s kingdom, and raise the dead, just as they could not bring one soul to salvation in their own power.  If we want fruit, God must be involved.  God must conquer the human heart with unfathomable power from on high!  A.W. Tozer said this: 

“Salvation is from our side a choice; [but make no mistake] from the divine side it is a seizing upon, an apprehending, a conquest by the Most High God.” 
AW Tozer

How we need that power from on high if we are going to bear fruit! 

Zechariah 4:6, “Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the Lord of hosts.” We must be “born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 1:12). 
Transition: Not only must we have a power from God, we must have a confidence in God.

V. A Confidence in God (vs. 8b-10)
You want to bear fruit?  Don’t trust your own schemes. The words we find next are a bit shocking, but they show that our confidence cannot be in men, in money, in a job, in relationships, but in God alone. 
Matthew 10:8b, "You received without paying; give without pay.”
Wait a Minute! 
Wait a minute! This doesn’t fit with our American, Western hemisphere ministry model! We need money! We need equipment! We need buildings! We need land! We need all the things that come from man.  
When you think about it, the best thing that could happen to America is persecution.  What if the government shut down our buildings?  What if we had no nice seats, no sound system, no nice instruments playing? That might just be the best thing that could happen.

Paul says in Philippians 3:3, we are to “put no confidence in the flesh…”

Freely Give
The Servant of Jesus Christ is marked by unselfishness. Jesus said, (KJV): “Freely you received, freely give.” The apostles were given their miraculous power from God, and they were to use it without thought of personal gain or advantage. It was God’s power, not theirs, and it was to be used for His glory, not their prosperity. The faithful servant of Jesus Christ is marked by unselfishness.
Not for Filthy Lucre
A true servant of Christ is not in it for himself. 1 Peter 5:2, Peter addresses the shepherds and warns them about wrong motives for ministry: “Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind.” 
The preacher of the Gospel is not to put his services out for hire to the highest bidder or demand a given amount he feels he deserves to be paid.
Salary
When I entered the ministry I never asked what the salary was before I came. No true minister of God is in it for the money. Most of the godliest men I know are often starving and hurting financially.  They are sacrificing for the flock.  True ministers know as Peter says: “when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away” (1 Peter 5:4). 
No Confidence Even in Human Provisions
Matthew 10:8b-10, "You received without paying; give without pay. 9 Acquire no gold or silver or copper for your belts, 10 no bag for your journey, or two tunics or sandals or a staff…”
They were not to acquire gold, or silver, or copper for [their] money belts. Those three metals represented the various coinages in use at the time, in descending order of value. They were not to take valuable gold or silver coins or even less valuable copper ones. They were to go out with their money belts empty.
The bag probably refers to a food sack that was commonly carried on a journey, since inns were widely scattered and expensive. The apostles were not even to take a sack lunch!
Do Not Trust in Man
We must not put our trust in man. Psalm 20:7, “Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the Lord our God.” Jeremiah 17:5, “Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, whose heart departs from the Lord.”

Vow of Poverty?
We ought not trust in man or in man’s money.  We must trust in the Lord! Does that mean we take a vow of poverty? Certainly God does not require that. We see that in the latter part of verse 10 (Matthew 10:10c). 

God Provides for His Ministers
Matthew 10:10c, "for the laborer deserves his food.” God will provide for His ministers.  Isaiah 52:7, “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news…” They obey his voice, and even if it be like Elijah by the brook, he will always provide for his servants, even in trials and drought and famine.
1 Timothy 5:17-18, “Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in preaching and teaching. 18 For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain,” and, “The laborer deserves his wages.”

“God’s work, done in God’s way, will never lack God’s supply.”

Missionary Hudson Taylor
God will Supply Every Need! 
Paul said in Philippians 4:19, “And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”
According to John 10:10, Satan “comes only to steal and kill and destroy” but Jesus said, “I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”

Money Will Not Bring People Eternal Life
Money and human power will not bring people to eternal life. Human means can only build a temporary kingdom built on the sand. God forbid any of us do that.  If we want eternal fruit, we must be sure that people are born again into the kingdom.  We must not trust in man or money. We must trust in God alone!
VI. True Fruit from God (vs. 11-15).
We Must Intersect with People
Matthew 10:11, "And whatever town or village you enter, find out who is worthy in it and stay there until you depart.”

There is an assumption here that those called and empowered by God will go to the people of Israel – their friends and neighbors.  We are to “go.”  Eternal fruit for God does not come by staying in our comfort zone and watching the world go to hell. We must go to where the people are. 

Later on, Christ would expand this far beyond the borders of Israel. Christ gave us our orders before His ascension in Mark 16:15, “Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.” 

He said in Acts 1:8, “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
The Eternal Consequences of the Message
Matthew 10:11-15, "And whatever town or village you enter, find out who is worthy in it and stay there until you depart. 12 As you enter the house, greet it. 13 And if the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it, but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. 14 And if anyone will not receive you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet when you leave that house or town. 15 Truly, I say to you, it will be more bearable on the day of judgment for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than for that town.”
We must recognize the gravity of the message that Christ entrusted the disciples.  It divides the world, doesn't it – into those who receive Him and those who reject Him.  
Rioting or Rejoicing
Later on, when Peter and John and Paul would go into cities, there would either be rioting or rejoicing. When the Gospel is preached rightly there is almost never a neutral response. 
The Worthy and Responsive Home
It is not within our power to bring anyone to Christ. God will bring the fruit.  We don’t know who they are when we go to bring the Gospel to them.  Each person is responsible to come to Christ individually. Those who were seeking God and receiving the message of the kingdom were called “worthy.”
Worthy does not mean wealthy or influential but refers to the spiritual character and serious response of the host. In whatever city or village the apostles would enter, they were to seek out someone to stay with those who responded to the message.
The Eternal Peace of God
Matthew 10:12-13, "As you enter the house, greet it. 13 And if the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it, but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you.”
The common Hebrew greeting in the home was “Shalom” – “Peace to you.” This means complete well-being. In the Gospel sense it means to be reconciled to God.

This is an amazing truth, that those who are disciples and ministers of Christ – all of us who love Him – we are called in Christ’s place to bring the peace of God to this world. John 3:17, “God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.”  
The Ministry of Reconciliation
God makes His appeal to us according to Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:19-20. Look over there.  Here we read that God has “entrusted to us the message of reconciliation.” 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ…” and God is doing something amazing through us.  Paul says, (vs. 20b): “God making his appeal through us…” and we go around imploring people “…on behalf of Christ: be reconciled to God.”
It’s just as Jesus said to His disciples in John 20:21, “As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.”
Rejection will Come – Thick Skin and a Big Heart
Matthew 10:14-15, "And if anyone will not receive you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet when you leave that house or town.”
Someone said, “The fruit of the Spirit grows in the womb of adversity.” Whenever you venture out for the Lord, you will at times be rejected. You will make mistakes. Those things will crush you, but they must not stop you.  There will be times when people reject the message of salvation.  There will be times when you fail.  There will be times when you are rejected.  Do not take it personally.

We need to have “thick skin and a big heart.” We must never take rejection personally.  They have not rejected you.  They have rejected Christ.

Shake off the Dust
Sadly, some would reject the apostles and their message. When a house or a village rejected the apostles’ message, as Christ’s ministers left they were to shake off the dust of their feet. 
In that time of history when a Jewish person came back into Israel from a Gentile country, many Jews would literally shake as much dust off their feet as possible in order not to bring pagan soil into their homeland. 
For the apostles to shake the dust off their feet while leaving a Jewish house or town would be to treat the inhabitants like Gentiles-whom most Jews considered to be out of God’s reach. These were those who rejected God’s mercy and love. 

Paul’s Example
Paul followed this example in his missionary journeys.  When Paul and Barnabas were in Pisidia of Antioch, the leaders of the synagogue drove them out of their district, and Paul and Barnabas literally “shook off the dust of their feet in protest against them and went to Iconium” (Acts 13:51). We find Paul doing this again at Corinth in Acts 18:6.
Don’t take Gospel rejection personally.  As the Lord told Samuel in 1 Samuel 8:7, “they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king over them.”

A Warning
Now we find a stern warning from the lips of our Lord. Matthew 10:15, "Truly, I say to you, it will be more bearable on the day of judgment for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than for that town.”
These verses are a warning to unbelievers that rejecting the gospel is a serious matter. It is similar to perishing as did the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, which were destroyed for their wickedness in the days of Abraham.

It is more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah because they had less light. “To whom much is given, much will be required.”

God is Not Willing that Any Should Perish
It is not that we are to turn away from those who reject the gospel at first hearing or even after several hearings. Had that practice been followed, many believers would not be in the kingdom today. Through Paul, the Lord Himself entreated unbelieving Corinthians to “be reconciled to God” (2 Cor. 5:20). Were God not marvelously patient and longsuffering with fallen mankind, He would have destroyed the world long ago. He is infinitely patient with sinners, Peter tells us, “not willing that any should perish but that all would come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9).

Greater Judgment

God utterly destroyed those two ancient cities with brimstone and fire because of their wickedness (Gen. 19:24), and today no certain trace of them has yet been found by archaeologists. But men and women who are contemptuous of the gracious, saving gospel of Jesus Christ face an even worse fate in the day of judgment (cf. Matt. 24:50–51; 25:14–46; 2 Thess. 1:5–10).
We Have Greater Light
If Judea in Jesus' time was more responsible because they heard the disciples, whereas Sodom and Gomorrah had never had that privilege, then how much more culpable are we who have feasted under the gospel in such great light. As Leonard Ravenhill used to say: “Sodom and Gomorrah had no Bible.” How much more accountable will we be on the Day of Christ.  

 The only possible response if you are lost here today – the only good response to the good news of Christ’s mercy and kingdom is that we would embrace it, embrace the kingdom, trust in Christ, place your faith in Him, rest in Christ as your only Lord, Savior, God, and King! 

Conclusion
Brothers and sisters, there is eternal fruit to be gained for the Kingdom! We cannot be slowed down by rejection.  God will give us true fruit.  We will suffer. Adversity will often come. Whoever is growing and changing will have much pruning in their life. 
The Grass Isn’t Growing Yet!
Once when we lived in Spain, my daughters were watching me plant grass in my front yard.  I planted and watered good, and they came out and wondered: “Daddy, something must be wrong!  The grass isn’t growing yet!” God wants us to bear fruit. We may not see it right away.  We need to obey His Great Commission to make disciples of all nations!  
“Some plant, some water, but God gives the increase!” (1 Cor. 3:6-7).  I want to have much fruit at the Day of Christ.  I want to hear “Well done, good and faithful servant!”
