How to Be Effective in Ministry, Part 1
Matthew 10:5-15
___________________________________________

King of Kings! (Gospel of Matthew Series)

Prepared by: Matthew S. Black

Sunday, July 6, 2014, 10:30am at Living Hope Church of Roselle, Illinois TC "Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
“One of the gravest perils which besets the ministry is a restless scattering of energies over an amazing multiplicity of interests which leaves no margin of time and of strength for receptive and absorbing communion with God."
 Andrew Bonar
1. Welcome to our Visitors!
2. Prayer Support: After the morning service, see Tom and Marie Anderson at the rear of the Sanctuary if you need prayer or counsel.

3. Sunday Evening Family Worship: Please return to church this evening at 5pm for worship, prayer and Bible teaching.  We will be studying Judges and “The Danger of Being Relevant.”
4. Biblical Counseling Exam Prep: There will be class at 5pm today.
5. No Wednesday Service This Week: We will not hold our midweek service this week due to the July 4th holiday. 
6. Men’s Prayer Breakfast – July 12

O

pen your Bible to Matthew 10. We are continuing our series in the book of Matthew entitled: “King of kings.” This morning we are looking at a message entitled: “How to be Effective in Ministry.”

What Sank the Titanic?
Many of you know the story of the Titanic.  Do you know what sank this mighty ship?  Many say it was the iceberg, but I think they are mistaken. The RMS Titanic was a passenger liner that struck an iceberg on her maiden voyage from Southampton, England, to New York City, and sank on the 15th of April 1912, resulting in the deaths of 1,517 people in one of the deadliest peacetime maritime disasters in history.  

Titanic was designed by experienced engineers, using some of the most advanced technologies and extensive safety features of the time.  It was deemed by the world to be an “unsinkable ship”.   Yet the unsinkable ship set sail on April 2nd 1912, and sank less than two weeks later!

What sank the Titanic? The ship made its fatal collision at an estimated 37 seconds after the crew sighted an iceberg. The captain was jolted awake by the impact, and less than two hours later at 2:20am in the morning, the Titanic was no more.
Yet it wasn’t an iceberg that sank the Titanic. 
· The hull sections were built with zinc, a material notoriously brittle when exposed to freezing temperatures. 
· These sections were then bolted together with cheap iron rivets which began popping as soon as the ship entered icy waters. 
· On board, the crew was so sure of her unsinkability that they began to ignore basic safety rules. Lifeboat drills were cancelled and the radio room was frequently empty. 
· When the radio room was manned, it had such outdated technology that the wireless operators couldn’t keep up with the influx of messages, including several urgent iceberg warnings. 
· Even the Titanic’s distress flares, seen by a nearby ship, were thought to be part of a fireworks display and ignored. Almost three hours after it was hit, the Titanic sank with the loss of 1,522 lives. But what really sank her? 
· It was the wrong material mixed with blind complacency that sank the Titanic.  They believed their ship was indestructible.  
How to Have an Effective Ministry.
As we come to Matthew 10 we are looking at true ministry for the Lord.  What do we need to build on to have a lasting impact for Christ here at Living Hope?  How can we have a truly effective and eternal ministry for the Lord?

Psalm 127:1, “Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain.”

1 Corinthians 3:1, “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”

My hope is built on nothing less 


than Jesus' blood and righteousness. 


I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 


but wholly lean on Jesus' name. 


On Christ the solid rock I stand, 


all other ground is sinking sand; 


all other ground is sinking sand. 

In Matthew 10 we find six-fold foundation for effective ministry:

1. A call from God
2. A vocation (place of ministry) from God
3. A message from God
4. A power from God

5. A confidence in God

6. A commitment to God

Matthew 10:5-15, "These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, “Go nowhere among the Gentiles and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 And proclaim as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You received without paying; give without pay. 9 Acquire no gold or silver or copper for your belts, 10 no bag for your journey, or two tunics or sandals or a staff, for the laborer deserves his food. 11 And whatever town or village you enter, find out who is worthy in it and stay there until you depart. 12 As you enter the house, greet it. 13 And if the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it, but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. 14 And if anyone will not receive you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet when you leave that house or town. 15 Truly, I say to you, it will be more bearable on the day of judgment for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than for that town.”
The Original Missionaries
The apostles were the original missionaries, trained and sent forth to preach the gospel to a world under God’s judgment, into a harvest that was plentiful but for which the workers were few (Matt. 9:37; cf. 2 Cor. 5:11). The instruction Jesus gave the apostles at this time was for short-term mission work in their own country; but the basic concepts apply to every believer the Lord sends out into ministry.
My Greatest Fear - House of Entertainment / City of Refuge
My greatest fear for myself and for Living Hope is that we will build on the wrong foundation.  My greatest fear is that we will create a house of entertainment instead of a city of refuge for sinners.  I want to have a lasting ministry don't you?  I want to have an impact for the Kingdom of God! 

A Lasting Ministry

You will agree that these apostles in Matthew 10 had a lasting, effective, eternal ministry.  Don’t you want your ministry to last?  Don’t you want an impact for the glory of Christ that will last long beyond your life on this earth?  Paul spoke about this in 1 Cor. 3.

1 Corinthians 3:11-15, “For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— 13 each one's work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. 14 If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire.”

In Matthew 10, we find six foundations to build your ministry upon, based on the apostles’ ministry.

I. A Call from God (vs. 5a)
Matthew 10:5a, "These twelve Jesus sent out…” 
The Twelve Did Not Volunteer
What a joy to realize that Jesus loves us and calls us.  Paul said things like Gal. 1:15, "God set me apart before I was born, and who called me by his grace." Though we are running from God from birth, He calls us!  Aren't you glad.  And He brings us to Himself.  He sends us out to the world. 
The twelve had not volunteered to become disciples and apostles, nor did they volunteer to minister in Christ’s behalf. They were sovereignly called, commissioned, and sent out by Him. They were under divine orders. What the Lord said of Jeremiah could be said of each of the twelve: “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you” (Jer. 1:5).
None of Us Were Seeking God
Romans 3:11-12 is clear that “no one understands; no one seeks for God. 12 All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.”
Like Adam, we were running away from God and hiding.  God calls us out in salvation first, and then for service. John 6:44, “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him…” You must be drawn by the Spirit. God must arrest you and bring you to Himself.

Old Testament Examples
We see all the people that God called to do His ministry had an encounter with God.  

· Moses never would have been God’s leader had he not seen a burning bush.

· Joseph never would have reigned over Egypt had he not been given divine dreams.

· David never would have been king had he not been anointed by Samuel.

Confirmation by the Church
For those who feel the call to ministry specifically there is a testing you must go through.  You ought only to become a teacher and preacher of the Gospel if you are gifted. You may be able to teach and preach, but be lacking in the pastoral gifts.  You ought not to try to plant a church unless you have a pastor's heart. You may have the gifts but not the heart to serve. If you are not willing to do anything in the church, you cannot be a pastor or church planter.  God calls us ministers and servants for a reason.

Laying on of Hands by the Elders
In the New Testament, a formal call to the ministry must be confirmed by the church through the elders.  We see this in vocational full time ministry as in the case of Paul and Barnabas in Acts 13.  We also see this in the pastoral Epistles. 2 Timothy 1:6, Paul says to Timothy, “fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands.”

The Holy Spirit gives gifts to the church.  Each of you is a gift.  Some men think they have teaching and preaching and pastoral gifts for the church, but all they may have is ambition.  Do not confuse ambition with calling.  “He that desires the office of an overseer desires a good thing.” You must have a holy ambition to be called, but it is not mere ambition. There is a gifting that is measured by the church and elders. A man may think he is called to teach and preach, but the church might have a different idea after hearing him! 

When a person feels a strong desire to preach but does not have the encouragement and support of godly believers who know him well, he should reevaluate the source of his feelings. 
The Lord uses other believers to confirm His call to individuals. A man must be blameless before his church and his peers if he is to enter ministry.  The qualifications for church leaders, given in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1 are the standards by which the church is to measure the suitability of a person who desires to minister. The elders of the church have the responsibility measure and confirm this calling in the life of a possible minister

Such confirmation is illustrated in what Paul told Timothy: “Do not neglect the spiritual gift within you, which was bestowed upon you through prophetic utterance with the laying on of hands by the elders” (1 Tim. 4:14).
Two by Two
This divine call did not mean the disciples could do it alone. From Mark’s parallel passage we learn that Jesus sent the disciples out in pairs (Mark 6:7). In that way they would have companionship while beginning a type of work that was new and completely foreign to them. Loneliness is fertile ground for temptation and weakness, and by going out with companions they would be less prone to discouragement, depression, and self-pity. They could encourage one another, hold each other accountable, and take turns ministering, thereby helping to reduce pressure and fatigue. In addition to that, the Old Testament principle of a testimony being confirmed by two or three witnesses (Deut. 19:15) would give added authority to the apostles’ preaching.
Go! 
Jesus didn't tell us to stay in and debate theology all day long.  We need to have sound theology.  But that is a prerequisite, it is not the goal.  What is the goal?  Make Disciples! Matthew 28:18-20, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

II. A Place of Ministry from God (vs. 5b-6)
Matthew 10:5b-6, "These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, “Go nowhere among the Gentiles and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”

Specific Place of Ministry
A ministry that is not focused on certain priority objectives is a ministry doomed to mediocrity God gives different objectives to different people, and He often changes objectives from time to time and situation to situation, as He did with the apostles But He never asks a person to do everything in sight. He is a loving and reasonable God, and when we find ourselves frustrated and overworked, we may be trying to do more than He has called us to do or are seeking to do it in our own power.
Andrew Bonar Quote
Andrew Bonar, the great Scottish preacher of the 19th century said: “One of the gravest perils which besets the ministry is a restless scattering of energies over an amazing multiplicity of interests which leaves no margin of time and of strength for receptive and absorbing communion with God."
We can think of the tragic story of the cowboy who mounted his horse and road off in all directions!

Don’t Go to the Gentiles
The Great Commission was Christ’s broad, general order to proclaim the gospel to the whole world, but in carrying out that commission the apostles would be given specific gifts and specific ministries. Yet at this particular time in Christ’s plan for proclaiming the gospel and for preparing the apostles. His objective was especially narrow anti limited.

Matthew 10:5b-6, "These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, “Go nowhere among the Gentiles and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”

The apostles were not to go into any area belonging to Gentiles or into any city that belonged to Samaritans. In other words, they were not at this time to proclaim the kingdom message of salvation to non-Jewish people.

First to the Jews
This should not come as a surprise to those of us familiar with the New Testament.  Paul says in Romans 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.”  Jesus said to the Samaritan woman: “Salvation is of the Jews.” 

God did not choose Israel because she was great or better than other nations. In fact the opposite was true. Deut. 6:6-8, “The Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7 It was not because you were more in number than any other people that theLord set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but it is because the Lord loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers.”
A Temporary Command
So Christ calls His apostles to evangelize only the Jews. That this was a temporary command is seen not only from the clear call of the Great Commission but from the fact that Jesus had already ministered both to Gentiles and to Samaritans. He had healed the Gentile centurion’s servant (Matt. 8:5–13) and had first revealed Himself publicly as the Messiah to the Samaritan woman of Sychar, who believed in Him herself and led other Samarians to saving faith (John 4:7–42)

Old Testament Promises
The Old Testament prophets foretold of a day when Judah and Ephraim would come together, and the Jews would evangelize the world. This time of the sending out of the 12 was the preparation for post-Pentecost ministry.
Jeremiah 50:4-5, “In those days and in that time, declares the Lord, the people of Israel and the people of Judah shall come together, weeping as they come, and they shall seek the Lord their God. 5 They shall ask the way to Zion, with faces turned toward it, saying, ‘Come, let us join ourselves to the Lord in an everlasting covenant that will never be forgotten.” (cf. Isaiah 11:13; Jer. 3:18).

Isaiah 11:10, “In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.”

The Gentiles Blessed Through Abraham
The redemption of the whole world had always been in God’s plan. We see this with Abraham. He did not call Abraham in order that only he and his descendants, the Hebrew people, would be blessed but that through those descendants “all the familiars of the earth shall be blessed” (Gen. 12:3). God’s chosen people, like His only begotten Son, were called to be a light to the Gentile nations to draw them to His righteousness and to “bring salvation to the end of the earth” (Acts 13:47: cf. Isa. 42:6; 49:6; 60:3; 62:1–2). From the beginning Israel was not called simply to a mere destination of truth but to be the channel of, God’s truth and salvation and blessing. The covenant people were to be a witnessing people to the rest of the world, that is, to Gentiles.
The Despised Samaritans 
The Samaritans were especially despised by Jews, because they were half-breeds, neither true Jews nor true Gentiles. But Jesus always showed kindness to Samaritans, even to the woman from Sychar who was living in adultery. And in His parable of neighborly love, a Samaritan was favorably portrayed as the epitome of godly compassion. In Christ’s last words to the apostles before His ascension, He specifically names Samaria as a field of ministry (Acts 1:8)
New Testament Ministers – Anointed with the True Oil from Heaven
Every New Testament believer is given a place of ministry by God. Every believer in the New Testament is a king and a priest to God.  We are all anointed with something greater than the oil of Moses or Samuel.  We are anointed with the Holy Spirit, the true Oil from Heaven.

Each of us has a place of ministry (Eph. 4:11-13).  And each of us is to find our place in ministry.  How? Ephesians 4:15-16, “we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.
A Specific Place of Ministry
If you are a Christian, God has called you to a specific place of ministry in the local church (Eph. 4:11-16). Matthew 16:18, Jesus said, “I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”
The Place of Service is the Local Church
You may be involved in other things outside the local church, but those things ought never to have first priority.  Christ did not come to die for any secondary cause. He suffered, bled and died for His church.  Your gifts have to do with building the faith of those in your forever family here in Roselle.

The place where real change takes place is the local church.  You are not meant to do it alone.  We all need the teaching and fellowship and the means of grace in every service.  We all need to be involved and plugged in to a specific place of ministry.

III. A Message from God (vs. 7)
Matthew 10:7, "And proclaim as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
A Clear Message
There must be a clear message that we are proclaiming.  Many people fail to understand and receive the gospel because they have not heard it clearly presented. We must always keep the main thing the main thing! 
Does our church have distictives?  Yes. But we do not make those primary.  I heard the story of a pastor who took a small piece of paper and began writing on it until it was completely covered. When you looked at it, you could hardly distinguish a single letter. 

He asked “What is the first word I wrote?” You couldn’t tell.  But the first word he wrote was “Christ.” And on it he added over it: “Baptist, Presbyterian, Methodist, Episcopal, Pentecostal, dispensational, fundamental, evangelical, liberal, Protestant,” and perhaps a dozen more such terms. The point is clear: the simple gospel of Jesus Christ is sometimes so encumbered with secondary matters and human interpretations that the world has no idea what its central message is.

Jesus' Message
Jesus message was: "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." The kingdom of heaven is above all the domain of God’s lordship, where He rules by His divine will. All of Jesus’ teachings-from His public instruction of the multitudes in the Sermon on the Mount through His private instruction to the twelve disciples at the Last Supper and for forty days after His resurrection-was teaching the truths and principles of life in God’s kingdom.

The Kingdom of Heaven
The message Jesus gave the apostles to preach was simply stated: The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Obviously they were to elaborate and explain what that meant, but the basic truth was unmistakable.
In Scripture, the kingdom of heaven can be viewed in three aspects. 
First, it is manifest in conversion, when a person enters the sovereign rule of God by trusting in Christ for salvation (cf. Matt. 18:3). 
Second, it is manifest in consecration, as believers live out the divine principles of God’s revelation by obedience to His Word. “The kingdom of God is … righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Rom. 14:17). 
Third, the kingdom will be seen in its glorious consummation when Christ returns to earth to establish and rule it in person and then sets up His eternal kingdom (Matt. 25:31; Acts 3:19–21; Rev. 11:15; 20:4). 

At Hand
What did he mean that the kingdom was “at hand.” Theologians call this the “already, not yet principle.”  The kingdom had come through Christ.  He was here to bring salvation.  But he has not yet come in all his eschatological glory yet.  That will come soon.  

Yet all the promises of the Old Testament prophets are beginning to find their fulfillment.

Calling People to the Kingdom
When you are calling people to the kingdom, what are you calling them to?  You are calling them to conversion.  You are calling them to a life of growing and changing in Christ.  You are calling them to live a life that is not hooked or addicted to the things of this world.  You are calling them to the consummation of Christ, where His will is done on earth as it is in heaven - on a restored earth, on a paradise renewed.
A Life Worthy of the Kingdom
You should be able to say to people "Follow me as I follow Christ" (1 Cor. 11:1).  We are called to preach the gospel that's simply so that people can have their sins forgiven but so that they can be imitators of Jesus.
Are you living a life that is worth imitating?  Preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom, means preaching a Christ who is King over a community, His church. 

1 Peter 2:9-10, "But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy."  You were once not God's people, but now you are His Kingdom! 
Preaching the gospel of the kingdom is preaching the Lordship of Jesus Christ. There's a King in the kingdom involved. It's not just having our sins forgiven but it is to follow Him and all that He represents. 
I'll ask you again: Are you living a life that is worth imitating?  That's a prerequisite. We must live a life worthy of the Kingdom.  Our goal is to carry out his will on earth as it is in Heaven.
Abide in Me
You cannot bear fruit apart from an intimate walk with Christ.  How is your walk? John 15:4-5, "Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine;you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing."
Communicating the Gospel
The word PREACH is KARUSO. It means to proclaim or herald a message of another.  We are not to edit the Gospel.  It does not need improvement.
And we must walk with the King in order to truly herald His message.  We must know that it is true.  We can say with Paul (Col. 1:13), "He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son."

How to Communicate the Gospel
How do we communicate the Gospel of the Kingdom? Paul expressed it this way: 1 Timothy 1:15, "Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost." None of us is worthy of the Kingdom.  None of us can merit it.  All who are part of the kingdom are fallen sinners. 

Peter said it this way in 1 Peter 3:18, "Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God."

Next week we will learn about the power, the confidence, and the commitment we need to have as ministers of the new covenant. 
Conclusion
Is your ministry effective?  Are you building a house of cards, a kingdom of wood, hay, and stubble?  Where is your fruit?  

Adoniram Judson 

With total reliance of God, you can see the power of God with men like Adoniram Judson, missionary to Burma.  He went to a pagan land.  When Judson began his mission in Burma, he set a goal of translating the Bible and founding a church of 100 members before his death. When he died, he left the Burmese Bible, 100 churches, and over 8,000 believers.
  
What was his secret?  Judson was not a great man.  He was a very weak man with a very powerful God.  Judson was a weak man and he knew it.  For this reason, he demanded of himself that he seek the Lord for two to three hours a day.  In his own writings, tells how he would find time for this.  He says, “Arrange your affairs, if possible, so that you can leisurely devote two or three hours every day” to prayer.  
Judson was known to divide this prayer time into seven sections throughout the day. You say, how did he do it?  Well, I’ll let him tell you. 
He writes the following: “Endeavor seven times a day to withdraw from business and company, and lift up thy soul to God in private retirement. Begin the day by rising after midnight and devoting some time amid the silence and darkness of the night to this sacred work. Let the hour of opening dawn find thee at the same work. Let the hours of nine, twelve, three, six, and nine at night witness the same. Be resolute in His cause. Make all practical sacrifices to maintain it. Consider that thy time is short and that business and company must not be allowed to rob thee of thy God.”
  
The secret to an effective ministry is not a secret at all. We need to know our God and we need to know His message, and we need to listen to His call.  Are you listening?  Do you know Him intimately?  Do you love Him?  Oh dear saint, it is better that you walk with the Lord Jesus than that you walk with the greatest of presidents and kings.  

May the Lord give us the grace to listen to His call so that He can use us as instruments for His Kingdom! 
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