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Sunday, June 8, 2014, 10:30am at Living Hope Church of Roselle, Illinois TC "Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
“I am not what I want to be, I am not what I ought to be, I am not what I wish to be, I am not what I hope to be. But I thank God I am not what I once was, and I can say with the great apostle, “By the grace of God I am what I am."
 John Newton
Announcements:

1. Welcome to Visitors
2. Prayer Support: See Bill and Nancy Kroll at the rear of the Sanctuary if you need prayer or counsel.

3. Annual Church Picnic: Saturday, June 14, 11am to 4pm, Pratt’s Wayne Woods. Grab a flyer.
4. Commissioning  of Bob Bixby: Don’t miss tonight’s commissioning service for Pastor Bob Bixby in Rockford, Illinois.

5. Baptisms, Next week is Father’s Day and we have two baptisms.

6. Mike Tiberi, Associate/Assistant pastoral Candidate, preaching next week.

7. Annual Members’ Meeting: Next Wednesday, June 18

8. Church Work Day: Sat. June 21

9. Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Sat. June 21, Bill Kroll teaching
O

pen your Bible to Matthew 9. We are continuing our series in the book of Matthew entitled: “The Twelve Who Walked with Jesus.” This morning we are looking a message entitled: “The God of the Impossible.”

Story of John Newton

Young John Newton listened intently to the preaching of Sir Isaac Watts.  You may be familiar with Newton as the author of the hymn, “Amazing Grace.”  He didn't start out as a songwriter. His mother diligently taught him in the shorter Westminster catechism, which isn’t short at all! As a matter of fact, he had a very godly mother but a very wicked father. His father was a sailor,

As a child, John Newton’s mother died, and he became rebellious and ungodly and as a boy, he left home to become a sailor like his father. John Newton got engaged in the slave trade and he became a the captain of slave ship, buying and selling slaves. But then his fortune reversed on him and he, John Newton, became a slave of slaves. As a matter of fact, his mistress who owned him, had him chained to her table and all he would get to eat was scraps that fell from her table. That's how low this man, got, and some sailors, however, had given to this cursing, drunken, ungodly, lascivious young man a copy of the book by Thomas à Kempis, called the Imitation of Christ, and he began to read that aboard that ship. 

One day a ferocious storm came up at sea. John Newton was on the deck, they thought the ship was going down, a great wave washed over the deck of that ship and washed John Newton off the deck and into the tumultuous sea. 

The storm raged on for four weeks.  Often the waves would wash someone right from the ship, never to be found again.  Newton found the book by Thomas aKempis, The Imitation of Christ and read it.  He also found a collection of sermons on the ship by Bishop Beveridge, and one sermon on the soothing death of Christ brought him great comfort.  Newton cried out to God for mercy. He called it “his day of great awakening.”
Newton went on to be a preacher  and a great hymn writer.  Together with William Wilberforce, they ended the Slave Trade in all of Britain’s expansive kingdom.

God Can Do the Impossible
Marriage: God can do the impossible, can’t He?  Perhaps this morning you are confronted with a difficult marriage.  Perhaps you have an unsaved spouse or a stubborn spouse.  God’s not up in heaven wringing his hands.  Perhaps you’ve come out of a broken marriage.  The key is not to look at your spouse but start with yourself and look to Jesus.

Salvation: Or perhaps you are thinking of a wayward son or daughter.  They seem impossible.  Maybe it’s a lost father or mother.  Someone very dear to you is lost in their sins and you’ve almost given up hope that they’ll be saved.

Anxiety: Or maybe it’s an issue with anxiety, a work situation, a family situation. It’s something that is hounding you and it won’t let up.  Perhaps it’s money.  Perhaps it’s your health. I want to encourage you that all these things are tools.  God wants to work out His kingdom purposes in your life.  He loves you. 

Introducing Matthew

Salvation is of grace.  God doesn’t love you because you measure up.  You’ll never measure up.  We’re going to meet an impossible person in an impossible situation, and we are going to see God do the incredible and the impossible!   Someone who knew the incredible power of God was the Apostle Matthew.  Let’s read about him in Matthew 9.
Reading of Holy Scripture
Matthew 9:9–13, “As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. 10 And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13 Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”

Who was Matthew? 
The Apostle Matthew is listed in Matthew, Mark and Luke.  But every time we hear of him, only his conversion is recorded.  Matthew was a Hebrew, but he was a traitor since he was an official of the Roman government in Capernaum, in "Galilee of the Gentiles", a tax-collector.  He would probably have been literate in both Greek and Aramaic as well as Hebrew.  Many biblical scholars believe that Matthew’s Gospel was originally written in Hebrew and then later translated into Greek. 

In all likelihood, none of the Twelve was more notorious as a sinner than Matthew. He is called by his Jewish name, "Levi the son of Alphaeus, " in Mark 2: 14. Luke refers to him as "Levi" in Luke 5: 27-29, and as "Matthew" when he lists the Twelve in Luke 6: 15 and Acts 1: 13.

Matthew was likely a very educated man.  Yet no matter how much wealth and prestige he had in the world, it is sure that he was rejected by his family, his religion, and his country.  He was a traitor working for Rome.  It seems likely that he consciously rejected the faith of his countrymen and family in exchange for the lavish life the world could offer him.
Is There Hope? Yes, We Serve an Incredible God!
Perhaps you are here today and you wonder if God can work in your life.  Maybe it’s a family member or a friend.  I want to encourage you that we do not serve a small God, but a big God, an incredible God. 

We serve an incredible God! All that you see – He made it: from the galaxies beyond the Milky Way to the microscopic beauty of a strand of DNA.  He’s the Almighty, unchangeable God, and He love s you, just like He loved Matthew.  

Call of Matthew 9:9

I. God’s plan includes Impossible People (Matt. 9:9)
Enter Matthew

Matthew 9:9, “As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him.”
At this moment Jesus leaves Peter’s house in Capernaum where he healed the man lowered to Jesus in Peter’s home, and He makes His way into town.  Meanwhile, in town, a tax collector who has probably met Jesus before and heard Him teach, sees a great mob coming toward Him.  Every one would have known Matthew.  He would have stood out.  
1. Every one had to go to him to pay taxes.

2. He was better dressed than any one.

What is a Tax collector?  
Tax collectors were despised above all people, because they would have had to purchase the right to collect taxes from their fellow Jews for he enemy Roman Empire.  If the tax was 20% and they could collect 30%, they kept the remainder.  So he’s like the scum of the earth.  
Jesus Calls Matthew 

Jesus always called His disciples one by one. His invitation was personal versus yelling out into a crowd or sending a bulk e-mail. We know that Matthew is a tax collector. In Bible times and also today, a tax collector wasn't anyone's favorite person. They had bad reputations. Who wants to be a friend of someone you know could financially ruin you—someone who is watching every dime you make and every dime you spend? It would be one thing if they were all honest people, but in those times they weren't and no one wanted to be around them—except Jesus.
Matthew 9:9, “As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him.”
Jesus Loved Matthew

Jesus knew who Matthew was. In his sin, where he was, Jesus called him to follow him and he did. Matthew didn't have to fix his life, clean it up, and change his profession to follow Christ. God says to all of us, “I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with unfailing kindness” (Jer. 31:3).

After Matthew's conversion, the next scene shows Jesus and the disciples at Matthew's home for dinner—dinner with not only Matthew, but other tax collectors and sinners, including the Pharisees. The disciples were asked by some of the Pharisees why Jesus was eating with these sinners. Jesus told them that he had come for the sick not the healthy.

Immediate Obedience

In Matthew 9:9, when Jesus said: “Follow me.” What was Matthew’s response? “And he rose and followed him.” Immediate obedience! This is how the love of God melts the human heart.  Jesus says in John 14:15, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”  This is the sign of a heart melted by the love of Christ: immediate obedience.  
This is impossible with man, but nothing is impossible with God! 

Obedience in Life and Ministry
The right response to love is obedience.  Stop making excuses about difficult relationships. Stop the blame shifting.  Take responsibility.  Stop living in the power of the flesh.  Let the love of Christ fill you!

When Matthew realized the mercy of Christ, he responded with immediate obedience to the Lord.  In that same way, when the Lord is calling any of us that we should follow—not only in our salvation, but also in our ministry. Maybe he has called you to the mission field in your hometown or abroad. Maybe he's called you to sell your home and give it away. Maybe he's called you to teach Sunday school or start a ministry. Maybe he's called you to reach out to someone, to make a friend.

II. God’s plan includes Incredible Rejection (Matt. 9:10-11)
Enter Matthew

Matthew 9:10-11, “And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples,“Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”
Matthew was already rejected by his family, by his church, by his country.  But God can turn all this around.  As soon as Matthew repents and starts doing right, he gets the worst kind of opposition. 

You would have thought they would have celebrated!  But no! The leaders of Israel reject Matthew and his friends.  

Rejection from Family and Friends (John Wesley Story)
Child of God, you will of face great rejection as you follow Christ.   

The story is told that John Wesley was riding his horse down the road one day when he realized that he hadn’t been insulted or had any conflict because of holy living in over a week. He immediately stopped and got down on his knees and repented. He thought he was backsliding and had lost his edge. He asked God to sanctify him and bring him back into his presence. As he got up from his knees a peasant who was working in the field near him recognized Wesley and said “There is that heretic John Wesley” and threw a brick at him. Wesley rubbed the bump on his head, and praised God shouting: “Thank you Lord, I still have it!”
Don’t Be Dismayed at Trials

How about you, do you still have it?  Are you going against the current of the world.  Don’t be dismayed when things go wrong in your life. Ephesians 2 says before Christ we were enslaved to the strong current of the world.  We were slaves to the world system, to Satan, and to our sinful desires.  But now you have been set free!  You are now going against the current.

Jesus said, you may have to lose father, and mother and children, and houses and lands.  You may have to lose your life.  But if you are not willing to be opposed and rejected for the Gospel then you are not following Christ.

Even Father and mother may forsake you, but Psalm 27:10 says, “When my father and my mother forsake me, then the LORD will take me up.”

Remember the Words of Jesus: “If They Hated Me, They’ll Hate You.”
John 15:18–20, “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours.”

Don’t be discouraged at trials.  When things go well for you that’s when you should be concerned.
III. God’s plan includes Unspeakable Joy (Matt. 9:10-11)
Spreading Great Joy!
Matthew 9:10-11, “And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples,“Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”
Matthew had such joy, that he wanted to share it with his friends.  1 Peter 1:8 says that we as Christians have the same joy! “Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory.” 
Introducing…Matthew’s Posse.  
Matthew wanted to share his joy with his closest friends.  Matthew would have had a posse with him—sinners of all sorts.  Thugs who would do Matthew’s bidding if people didn’t pay up.  Prostitutes were also well known to be around this crowd.  You can imagine Matthew as a man who was filthy rich, with bad breath, bad habits, bad friends, and a very bad, bad reputation.  He extorted people every day for a living.  He was legally a thief.  He was excommunicated by the synagogue, rejected by his family, and despised by his country.  But there was one place of shelter that Matthew could go.  There was one person on earth that loved Matthew.  It was Jesus.  Matthew probably would never have looked for Jesus. He would have been too ashamed.  So Jesus went looking for him.
A Farewell Party at Matthew’s House
So Matthew follows Jesus.  He invites the Lord to his house, and it ends up being like a farewell party for Matthew.  All of Matthew’s friends are there.  The whole posse.
At Matthew’s house in Capernaum, there are all the notorious people of the day. So all the rejects of society are gathered at Matthew’s house.  And Jesus took them in.  The bottom line is there were a lot of sinners in the house, and the Pharisees couldn’t handle it.  So these proud Pharisees saw Jesus with the sinners.  
Hospitality to Sinners

Our homes are not just for us to enjoy, but we are to share them. Christian hospitality has nothing to do with what we have but who we are in Christ. I have stayed in some of the simplest homes—homes that were filled with love and kindness. Clean sheets, tasty food and lots of hugs. Don't allow what you don't have to keep you from sharing what you do have. Sometimes it's all about offering a cup of coffee and a listening ear.

Matthew also taught me the importance of opening my home to not only those who are saved but also young Christians, lost people, and even my enemies. Take time today to plan a dinner. Invite your neighbors, your drycleaner, your dentist, etc. You never know the impact you will have on their lives.

IV. God’s plan includes Unexpected Healing (Matt. 9:12-13)
The Complaining  Pharisees

You see these proud Pharisees were not helping these needy, hurting people.  NO, they were too busy complaining.  So listen to Jesus in Matthew 9:12-13, “ But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13 Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”
We Come to Christ with Baggage

When do you go to the doctor?  When you are well? When you are sleeping perfectly? No. When ?  When you are sick.  Our Lord makes a simple yet profound point.  Matthew 9:13, “For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”  We all come to Christ with baggage.  We have sinful habits, sinful ways of thinking.  Through Christ we can “put off the old way of thinking, and put on the new way of thinking.” (Eph 4). In Christ we have the power.  In Christ we are “raised” and “seated in the heavenly places” (Eph 1-2).  We are transformed.
2 Corinthians 5:17, “If anyone is in Christ he is a new creation, old things are passing away, behold all things are becoming new.”

Isaiah promises in chapter 53, “By his stripes we are healed.”  God can heal your sin sick heart!  But healing comes through humility.  David said, “A broken and a contrite heart of God, thou wilt not dispise.”

None Righteous

The Bible says “There is none righteous, no not one” (Romans 3:10). Paul says there is not difference between the religious person and the pagan, for “all have sinned” (Rom. 3;9).  

Jesus is saying “I can’t help people who don’t think they need me”.  He can only help people who know that they’re sinful.  You can’t have what Jesus offers until you know you need it.  Is that true or false?  True.  Not only is that true at conversion; it’s true at every point of spiritual growth.  
A Humble Heart

When you come to Christ, He gives you a humble, teachable heart.  A humble heart can receive the healing from the Lord.  John Newton had something encouraging to say to those who are not growing at the rate they want to.
“I am not what I want to be, I am not what I ought to be, I am not what I wish to be, I am not what I hope to be. But I thank God I am not what I once was, and I can say with the great apostle, “By the grace of God I am what I am."
 John Newton

Love Heals, Legalism Hardens
When you come to Christ, you live out of love and not legalism.  Love heals.  Legalism hardens.  Matthew 9:13, “Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” In other words, Jesus is saying, your motive ought  to be love, not legalism.  Mercy, not rituals of sacrifice. 
Our walk with the Lord is fluid. He wants us to move toward Him. We must be teachable.  Disciples are learners.  We need to keep realizing we need God’s mercy.  We need God’s constant healing.

We shouldn't tithe or serve down at the local mission or donate our used clothes to a shelter because we feel we should. 
What about you? How is your life in Christ? Has it become the same old routine week after week with the same results? First, acknowledge that you need the Lord every day. Ask the Lord to change your heart. 
The Pharisee and the Tax-Collector

How do we get this healing?  Through humility!  Jesus told the story of a tax collector, and some scholars actually think Jesus might be referring to a true story from the life of the apostle Matthew.  It shows us where true greatness and healing come from.

Luke 18:9–14, “He [Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and treated others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 
Do you want to see the impossible?  Humble yourself!  You might think you are great.  Get rid of that deception.  Get out of the way!  Let the God of the impossible step in!  

Conclusion

Think of that person that you think is impossible for God to save. They are as cold as ice.  As hard as granite. God can save them.
Come and ask God today for the hardest thing.  Jeremiah 32:27, God says “Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh. Is anything too hard for me?” 

John Newton also penned this hymn:

Thou art coming to a King,

Large petitions with thee bring;

For His grace and pow'r are such

None can ever ask too much.
God is Not Small

God is not a small God but a big God. He’s the Creator of all you see and don’t see! He split the Red Sea in two.  He converts the Sauls, the Matthews, and all the impossible.  If the truth be known, we are all impossible people!  And He gets all the glory for making us willing in the day of His power! 

