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“The beginning of anxiety is the end of faith, and 
the beginning of true faith is the end of anxiety."
 George Mueller
Announcements:

1. Welcome to Visitors
2. Prayer Support: See Mike and Cindy Klikas at the rear of the Sanctuary if you need prayer or counsel.

3. Music for Spanish Church: If willing to play 1-3 simple hymns on piano during their Sunday morning worship service, please talk with Luis Torres.

4. Men’s Retreat, May 30-31 This Friday and Saturday.
5. Annual Church Picnic, June 14, 11am to 5pm Waynes Pratt Woods 

O

pen your Bible to Isaiah 55 and John 11. We are continuing our series in the book of Matthew entitled: “The Twelve Who Walked with Jesus.” This morning we are looking a message entitled: “Confused by God’s Plan.” 
Confused by God’s Plan
Have you ever been confused by God’s plan?  Often the things that happen in our lives are hard to understand. We are to walk “by faith, not by sight.” Sometimes hard things happen in our lives, and there are times when we become confused and even disillusioned with God and His plan for us. 
Theologians say that God is infinite. His ways are past finding out.  Isaiah 55 begins with “Come, everyone who thirsts,
    come to the waters;
and he who has no money,
    come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
    without money and without price.
2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
    and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good,
    and delight yourselves in rich food.
And then, in verse 6, “Seek the Lord while he may be found;
    call upon him while he is near;
7 let the wicked forsake his way,
    and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion on him,
    and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
    neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord.
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
    so are my ways higher than your ways
    and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

God is infinite.  His ways are past finding out! 

You know what ought to be incompressible about God’s plan for us?  Not that bad and hard and devastation comes our way.  We ought to expect that.  What’s incomprehensible is that God has compassion on us.  He will “abundantly pardon.” 

Forgetting the Wonder of God in Trials

When things go wrong in life we tend to forget the beauty and wonder of God’s grace, don’t we? The man we are studying about became completely confused with God and His plan.  Have you been there?  Thomas is called the “Doubting Disciple” but truly he was no different than all the rest of them.  They all doubted.  They were all scattered. Things went terribly wrong.

Finding Thomas / Jesus Under Threat of Death
All three texts where we are introduced to Thomas are in the book of John.  We find Thomas in chapters 11, 14, and 20. 

In all three passages, Jesus is under threat of death in Jerusalem.  He is on a journey to Jerusalem that will indeed end in death. 
Thomas the Twin

The name Thomas, an Aramaic name, is almost certainly a nickname.  It means Twin.  Thomas was also called by his Greek name, Didymus, also meaning Twin.  
 Parents of twins would not name one of them "Twin". Yet by translating "Thomas" to "Didymus" three times, the Gospel of John makes it clear that as an adult Thomas was known—even among Greek speakers—as "the twin".
We find him very strong in faith throughout the accounts, but he unravels in John 20. 
Put Away the Thorny Pursuits of the World

This morning my goal is that we would put away earthly things that snare us.  We would put away the thorns of the world that crowd our hearts.  We would put away our earthly desires, as good as they may be.  And we would  truly be a people abandoned to God, who walk by faith and not by sight.

There are times when we are not going to understand God and His plan and we must proclaim with Paul, Romans 11:33–36, “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 34 “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?”  35 “Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?” 36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.”

Transition: Despite Thomas’s modern reputation of being a doubting disciple, Thomas truly loved the Lord and was ready and willing to die for the Lord.  
I. Ready to DIE (Jn. 11)
Going to Bethany to DIE
We know the story of John 11 – it is the raising of Lazarus  from the dead. Jesus had been teaching far away from Jerusalem.  One of the reasons for that was the threats of death that were against him.  But Jesus heard Lazarus was sick, and indeed waited until he was dead, because he wanted to perform a miracle so that he could strengthen the faith of the disciples.  We pick the story up in verse 5.

John 11:5–8, “Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” 
Verse 11, “After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15 and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”  

Death Threats Against Jesus

Outside of the lists of Scripture, John 11 is our first personal encounter with Thomas in the Bible.  It’s very interesting.  Jesus gets word he needs to heal Lazarus.  Jesus was a ways away from Bethany, very near Jerusalem, because there were threats against His life. How do we know that? John 11:7-8, “Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?”  John 11:53, “from that day on they [the leaders of Israel] made plans to put him to death.” Thomas was right on in his concerns about dying! 
Thomas’s Words of Courage
So what does Thomas say in the  face of death? John 11:16, “16 So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”  “Thomas was an example of strength to the rest of the apostles. It appears they collectively followed his lead at this point and said, "OK, let's go and die"— because they did go with Him to Bethany.”
Thomas “had no illusion that following Jesus would be easy. All he could see were the jaws of death opening to swallow him. But he followed Jesus with an undaunted courage. He was resolved to die if necessary with his Lord rather than forsake Him. He would rather die than be left behind and separated from Christ.”

Sudanese Christian Mother Sentenced to Death 
Today there is a pregnant wife and mother who sits in an Sudanese jail. Meriam Yehya Ibrahim, 27, whose Christian husband holds American citizenship, has been held in a Sudanese prison along with her 20-month old son for more than three months. Last week, a judge in Sudan sentenced her to death by hanging once she gives birth and nurses her child for two years, because she would not renounce her Christianity. She was found guilty of being a Christian.
Even in the face of death, this pregnant woman in Sudan says she will not renounce her Christian faith. Mrs. Ibrahim is eight months pregnant, and was given four days to renounce Christianity and escape death, but she refused to do so.
We know so little about death and dying for the Gospel in America.  Our Christianity is so comfortable. Praise God for the faith of this woman.  Praise God for the faith of Thomas.

What Was Thomas Willing to Die for?

We look at Thomas and we ask, what was he willing to die for? The apostles at this time did not understand so much of the Lord’s plan.  They knew He  could be killed, and as Thomas said, they were all willing to die with Him.  It wasn’t just Thomas, but all of the apostles. 

But what were they expecting?  I think they were looking for an earthly kingdom.  They had seen Jesus raise the dead. In John 11, Jesus does just that again.  He raises Lazarus from death. 

Dying for the Kingdom on Earth

It could be that Thomas and the other apostles thought if they died with Jesus, they would be risen again to bring in the new Kingdom.  I think you see their expectation of an earthly kingdom even after the resurrection in Acts 1. They ask a question that reveals their expectations.

Acts 1:6, “So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” You see Thomas with all the other apostles at that time were willing to die for an earthly kingdom.  But look at how Jesus answers them! 
Jesus’ answer gave them the focus that we should all have.  Look at Jesus’ answer in Acts 1:7-8, “He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

Not Merely an Earthly Kingdom

In other words, Jesus says, My kingdom is not merely an earthly kingdom.  Jesus said in John 18:36, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 

Jesus’ kingdom is not merely an earthly kingdom.  That will come when He brings in the New Heaven and the New Earth.  But the true kingdom of God is when the Holy Spirit controls you. The apostles got this.  They preached this.  Listen to the Apostle Paul in Romans 14:17, “For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” The kingdom is not a matter of mere earthly practices or buildings, but living life in the Spirit! 

Don’t Seek This World / Oswald Chambers Quote
Matthew 6:33 sums it up well: “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.”  Don’t seek the things of this world. Seek Christ.  Seek to walk in the Spirit. 

Oswald Chambers said it well: “The great enemy of the life of faith n God is not sin, but the good which is not good enough.  The good is always the enemy of the best.” 

Transition: So Thomas was ready to DIE.  He was also willing to FOLLOW. But we see he get’s confused again. 
II. Ready to FOLLOW (Jn. 14)
Scripture
John 14:1–7 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”
Thomas was ready to follow Christ where ever he was going.  So were all the apostles.  But they were stirred up with fear. 

Stop Being Troubled

Jesus was not telling the apostles not to start being troubled. They were already troubled, and He was telling them to stop. Troubled translates a form of the verb tarassō (“to shake,” or “to stir up”).
As always, Jesus knew the disciples’ hearts; He understood their confusion and concerns. Ever the compassionate Savior, He sympathized with their sorrow and grief (Isa. 53:3–4; Heb. 4:15). 
  Yet, they were not comforted by Jesus.  They remained confused about God’s plan.

The apostles had forsaken everything to follow Jesus (Matt. 19:27); now He apparently was forsaking them.
 This was not how it was supposed to be.  Thomas was willing to follow wherever Christ was going.  Christ says, you can’t come now, but you will one day come to where I am going.  This disturbed Thomas.

Not According to Plan

Thomas was confused about God’s plan.  Jesus wasn’t supposed to leave.  He was supposed to stay here and defeat the Romans. 

Apostles Saw Jesus as Conquering King

Like their fellow Jews, the apostles saw the Messiah as a conquering king. He would, they passionately believed, free Israel from bondage to Rome, restore her sovereignty and glory, and extend it over the world. The concept of a dying Messiah had no place in their theology.  After the resurrection we hear them saying like this, as in Luke 24:21, “But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things happened.”

He was the One that was going to redeem Israel and break us free from Roman oppression.  But it didn’t happen. No Jesus had a greater plan.

You Know the Way / “Lord We Do Not Know the Way”

In verses 4-6 we have two contradictory statements.  Jesus says, “You know the way.” And Thomas says, “We do not know the way…we do not know where you are going.”  

Thomas was thinking of the Kingdom of God again in a physical way.  The plan in his and the other apostles mind was to have a physical kingdom on earth. 

Jesus IS the Plan

Thomas asks concerning the Way to where Jesus was going…“How can we know the way?” (John 14:5)  
Peter had asked a similar question in John 13:36, “Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where I am going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterward.” Thomas said, “How can we know” where you are going?
That’s a good question! John 14:6, “Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”
Expanding the Kingdom of God

The Kingdom of God in the apostles’ day not about going somewhere to set up an earthly kingdom. It’s about a Savior that is Lord of Heaven and Earth! Today, the expanding the Kingdom of God is not about adding buildings at Living Hope Bible Church or pay raises or promotions at work.  It’s not about having the perfect family. All of those things are merely tools.  The Kingdom of God is walking with the King! 

Access to the Father

When Jesus says, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” It’s like what Paul says in Ephesians 2:18, “For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.”

Thomas and really ALL the apostles were confused because they were not walking by faith.  Just as Acts 1:6–8.  They want to know when the Kingdom is going to be restored to Israel.  When is Rome going to fall?

Remember Jesus’ answer in Acts 1:7-8, “He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

What is the Kingdom?

What  is the Kingdom?  It is God with us.  It is God inhabiting His temple.  When we get our eyes off of that we become troubled and confused.  “Let not your heart be troubled.”  You have access to the Father through Christ! 
The Kingdom is About Being Filled with the Spirit
Later in this chapter Jesus promised,

“I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.” (John 14:16–18)

In the next chapter, in John 15:26, Jesus told the disciples, “When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me” (cf. 16:7, 13–14).

Enjoy the Kingdom Now!

Philippians 4:6–7 gives us a command: “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  Don’t be troubled.  Jesus is the way.  No matter what is happening on earth, you always have access to the Father.  He’s the way the truth and the life.  

· He’s your way when you’ve lost your way.  

· He’s your truth when you are confused. 

· He’s your life when life is all wrong! 

Christ Came to Give You God’s Presence

The presence of Christ is enough to calm the believing heart in whatever perplexing, troubling situation it finds itself. 
John Owen Quote

As the godly Puritan John Owen noted, “A sense of God’s presence in love is sufficient to rebuke all anxiety and fears; and not only so, but to give, in the midst of them, solid consolation and joy.”

The troubled heart needs to remember that Jesus Christ is everything. He is “the way and the truth and the life.” Jesus’ encouraging words came just before the cross, and there we find further comfort, not only in its saving power, but in its demonstration of divine love. And it is Christ’s love that sees us through this troubled world.

III. Arrested by Christ (Jn. 20)
Jesus Christ is Risen from the Dead!

Now we come to John 20, the empty tomb, the appearance of Jesus to His disciples. Praise God, Jesus Christ is risen from the dead!  The tomb is empty!  He has conquered death.  The King of life has destroyed death!
Doubting Thomas

And yet, even though God has come to earth and done such great things for us, not every one believes.  I think of one in the Bible we call doubting Thomas.  The Lord had appeared to the other ten disciples, but Thomas wasn’t present.  He said He would never believe unless He could put his fingers in the wounds of Christ.

He was hurting.  He might have even been hardened.  But Christ came after him.  You may be in the same place, and Christ is coming after you today.  

All the Apostles Rebuked

It is in John 20, where Thomas is most known as “Doubting Thomas” but the truth is all the disciples had been scattered and after His resurrection, they were all rebuked for doubting. 

Mark 16:14, “Afterward he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at table, and he rebuked them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not believed those who saw him after he had risen.” 
Thomas Missed Jesus’ Appearance
You know, you should never miss a church service, you might miss something wonderful. Jesus will show up and you won't be there. And Thomas missed it all. Jesus had appeared to the other ten disciples on various occasions over the week, but Thomas wasn’t there.  Let’s read about it.

Scripture Reading
John 20:24–29, “Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

Thomas Disillusioned

Thomas was confused at God’s plan. Once Christ died and the kingdom was not established, we might say he (as well as the other disciples) were disillusioned.  Thomas wants to see the scars.  He wants to know He has a conquering Savior.  

Jesus Pursues and Arrests Thomas

John 20:26, “Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
Irresistible Grace

Jesus goes after Thomas.  Theologians call this irresistible grace.  A true Christian cannot fall from grace because God pursues that person irresistibly till they come to faith and holiness.

The scars tell us that, as a man, Jesus suffered. As a man, Jesus suffered. He hurt. He was crucified. He was butchered on that cross. Look again, if you will, in verse 27. Jesus said, "Look at these scars. Put your hand there in My side and see the wound.”

Jesus Suffered

Here we have the real meaning of the Kingdom of God.  It’s about a fallen people who need a Savior.  Jesus became a human being and suffered.  That’s what the scars tell us! “Put your hand in my side! I am the God man and I suffered for you!”
The Problem of Suffering

There's a great problem in the world today in the minds of men, and it keeps some people from believing in Christ and it causes great doubt in the hearts and minds of those who want to believe, and it's the problem of suffering. Some people think that the problem in the world is the problem of science. They say, "How can you believe in a God scientifically? How can you believe in the resurrection, and so forth, scientifically? How can you believe in the virgin birth scientifically?" That may be a problem to some, but there's a greater problem to most, and it is not the problem of science; it is the problem of suffering. They ask this question: "If there is a God, and that God is a loving God, and that God is an all-powerful God, why the heartache? Why the tears? Why the pain? Why the sickness? Why the suffering? Why the accident? Why the cancer? Why the palsy? Why are they suffering?"

They say, "If He's all-powerful and can do something about it and He doesn't, maybe He's a cruel God—He doesn't care. Or maybe He’s weak.”

The Bigger Problem – Why Did God Suffer?
But there's a bigger problem. Not why does man suffer, but why did God suffer? Those wounds tell us that He suffered. This was not a charade. This is not make-believe. It's not a parody. He suffered. The Bible talks of a suffering Savior. Isaiah 53:3: "He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief..." Jesus suffered. He suffered more than any man has ever suffered. Jesus suffered. He was afflicted.

Isaiah 63:9: "In all their affliction, he was afflicted... in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.”

He is a Sympathizing God

Have you ever hit your thumb with a hammer, maybe putting a picture on the wall for your wife, one that turns your thumbnail black later on? I wasn't there, but I know what you did. First thing you did you grabbed it like that. Second thing you did you popped it in your mouth and sucked on it. Third thing you did was a little dance just like this... Now, why do you do that? I don't know what your knees have to do with your thumb, I don't know that, but I tell you what—you have to do that dance. When one member suffers, every member suffers with it.

The truth of the Gospel is that Christ is united to His people. He came after Thomas.  He comes after you.  He sympathizes with you!

Hebrews 2:17–18, “Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.”  When Thomas saw those scars, he saw a sympathizing God! 

Hebrews 4:15, “we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.”

As the  old song goes: Does Jesus care? I know He cares. His heart is touched with my grief. 

God’s Purpose in Pain

Dear brother or sister, when you feel a pain, when you have a heartache, when you have a sorrow, when you go through Gethsemane, Jesus knows and He understands.  He goes with you!  Do you understand that all your pain works together for good? Romans 8:28, “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.” And what is that purpose?  Romans 8:29, “to be conformed to the image of his Son…” 
Different Kinds of Pain

Sometimes God sends you sanctifying pain like Paul the Apostle. He says, “My strength is made perfect in weakness.”  Sometimes he sends you correcting pain.  He says, “Whom I love I chasten.”  But all the pain is for our good and God’s glory! 

BACK TO THOMAS

Doors Locked – Ever Done that Before?

John 20:26, “Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
I love the scene here.  The doors are LOCKED! Have you ever done that before?  When I was a child I would lock myself in the room, and my older brothers  would easily pick the lock.  

Christ is Serious about Pursuing You 

Whether the doors to your heart are locked or not, Christ is coming after you.  He could demand that you submit to Him, and one day “every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that He is Lord”.  But He tenderly pursues you! 

Addresses Thomas by Name

John 14:27, “ Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 
He has come to reconcile you to His Father.  He has come to bring peace.  He has come to seek you out personally.
Thomas’s Response

John 14:28-29, “Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
LORD

Adonai – Master, controller

Jehovah - sufficiency
GOD 

Thomas Sees Him as a Saving God!

He is a saving God. The scars remind us that as a man, Jesus saves, Jesus saves. Why those prints in His hands? Why that spear in His side? Why the nails in His feet? Without shedding of blood is no remission of sin. The Lord Jesus died on the cross to save us. 

He didn't have to do it. He's God. But the Bible teaches that as God, He is man. And as a man, He suffered. As a man, He sympathizes. As a man, He saves. 

Hebrews 2:9: "But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor, that he, by the grace of God, should taste death for every man."

What's it all about? What is God in human flesh? What is a God with scars? It tells us that He came to earth that we might go to heaven. It tells us that He was born of a virgin that we might be born again. It tells us that He became the Son of man that we might become the sons and daughters of God. It tells us that He died that we might live. 

Conclusion

Thomas saw Jesus nailed on that cross. Thomas knew that He had been crucified. And now he sees the nail prints, but they're healed, but the scar is still there. A scar is a wound that has healed. That caused him to believe.
When we see Jesus in heaven, he will still have the scars on His hands.  Some of you have deep scars.  A child had died.  You’ve suffered abuse.  You’ve sinned terribly in your life.  All of our scars one day will be wiped away.  But Jesus’ scars remain.

He bore our sin. He took God’s wrath.  What a Savior! 

According to Church history and tradition, Thomas traveled widely through the east, spreading the Gospel through Parthia, Persia, and India - where he was one day martyred in 72AD being speared to death by soldiers.  The love of Christ ought to spur us on.  We ought not be confused by God’s plan.  His plan includes lots of pain and suffering.  But it results in glory and immortality!  Glory to the Name of Jesus! 
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