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Sunday, May 18, 2014, 10:30am at Living Hope Church of Roselle, Illinois TC "Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
“There are so many stony ground hearers, who receive the Word with joy that I have determined to suspend my judgment till I know the tree by its fruits. I cannot believe they are converts until I see fruit brought back; 
it will never do a sincere soul any harm."
 George Whitefield (18th Century Evangelist)
Announcements:

1. Welcome to Visitors
2. Congratulations to Mike Tiberi, graduation from Moody, High Honors, BA in Biblical Language
3. Prayer Support: See Dennis and Nancy Mitchell at the rear of the Sanctuary if you need prayer or counsel.

4. Music for Spanish Church: If willing to play 1-3 simple hymns on piano during their Sunday morning worship service, please talk with Luis Torres.

5. Whetstone Fellowship next Saturday – Prayer Breakfast 8-10am May 24
6. Men’s Retreat, May 30-31

O

pen your Bible to Matthew 10:3. We are continuing our series in the book of Matthew entitled: “The Twelve who Walked with Jesus.” This morning we are looking a message entitled: “The Pathway to Conversion: Nathanael.” 
Things in Life We Need
George Whitefield (18th Century Evangelist) said this, “There are so many stony ground hearers, who receive the Word with joy that I have determined to suspend my judgment till I know the tree by its fruits. I cannot believe they are converts until I see fruit brought back; it will never do a sincere soul any harm.”

It will not do a sincere soul any harm in considering the marks of true conversion.  We will see three of them this morning in the life of the Apostle Nathanael. There is only one passage that presents a detailed account of Nathanael, and that is John 1:43-51.  Let’s read that now.
Reading of Holy Scripture
John 1:43-51, "The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”

Nathanael... A Portrait of Conversion

1. His Saturation with Scripture - Studied / Investigated the Word

2. His Sincerity of Heart

3. His Sovereign Savior

Introduction to Nathanael
The Man with Two Names
Nathanael, Philip’s closest friend is listed as Bartholomew in all four lists of the Twelve (Synopitics/Acts). Nathanael is always listed with Philip. He is a disciple with two names. In the Gospel of John he is always called Nathanael. Bartholomew is a Hebrew surname meaning "son of Tolmai." Nathanael means “God has given."  So he is Nathanael, son of Tolmai, or Nathanael Bar-Tolmai.

Two Passages that Mention Nathanael (both in John)
The synoptic Gospels and the book of Acts contain no details about Nathanael's background, character, or personality. In fact, they each mention him only once— when they list all twelve disciples. John's Gospel features Nathanael in just two passages: in John 1, where his call is recorded , and in John 21: 2, where he is named as one of those who returned to Galilee and went fishing with Peter after Jesus' resurrection and before the ascension.

From Tiny Little Cana

According to John 21:2, Nathanael came from the small town of Cana in Galilee, the place where Jesus did His first miracle, changing water into wine (John 2:11). Cana was very close to Jesus' own hometown, Nazareth.

Close Friends with Philip

According to verse 45, "Philip found Nathanael." They were obviously friends. Whether this was a business relationship, a family relationship, or just a social relationship, Scripture does not say. But Philip obviously was close to Nathanael, and he knew Nathanael would be interested in the news that the long-awaited Messiah had finally been identified. 

In fact, he couldn't wait to share the news with him. So he immediately pursued him and brought him to Jesus. 

Philip and Nathanael were apparently close friends, because in each of the synoptic Gospels' lists of the twelve apostles, the names of Philip and Bartholomew are linked. In the earliest church histories and many of the early legends about the apostles, their names are often linked as well. Apparently, they were friends throughout the years of their journey with Christ. 

Not unlike Peter and Andrew (who were so often named together because they were brothers) and James and John (who likewise were brothers), we find these two always side by side, not as brothers, but as close companions.

I. His Saturation with Scripture (Jn. 1:45-46)
Philip Points Nathanael to Scripture
One striking fact about Nathanael is obvious from how Philip announced to him that he had found the Messiah: John 1:45-46, "Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 

Nathanael was a man of Scripture.  He knew Christ would not be coming out of Nazareth.  There was nothing in Nazareth in the Scriptures.  

Under the Fig Tree

Later when Jesus displays His omniscience and Nathanael says, “How do you know me?” and Jesus says, you know when you were all alone (verse 48) under the fig tree?  In my omniscience, because I am God, “I saw you there.”
I imagine that Nathanael was often under the fig tree.  The fig tree was a place Nathanael could go to get away from the one room house he likely lived in, like the rest of the poor in Galilee.  I imagine that he was often there  meditating on the Word of God and praying.

So it is no surprise that when Philip approached Nathanael, he knew Nathanael would be intrigued by the news that Jesus was the One prophesied by Moses and the prophets in Scripture. The fact that Philip introduced Jesus this way suggests that Nathanael knew the Old Testament prophecies quite well.
What Philip Did NOT Say

Notice that he didn't say to him , "I found a man who has a wonderful plan for your life." He didn't say, "I found a man who will fix your marriage and your personal problems and give your life meaning." 

He didn't appeal to Nathanael on the basis of how Jesus might make Nathanael's life better. Philip spoke of Jesus as the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies, because he knew Nathanael was a man of the Word. Nathanael, was an eager student of the Old Testament.  He was already a sincere seeker after divine truth.

Drawn to Jesus through Scripture

We sang today the words of Martin Luther about the Bible, “That Word above all earthly powers!”  Do you believe that?  The Bible is that Word that is powerful!

Hebrews 4:12, “the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”

It was this Word that drew Nathanael to Jesus!  
We Must Base Our  Lives on Scripture

Why are you drawn to Jesus?  What do you base your life on?  Like Nathanael, a truly converted person comes to Christ and continues with Christ through the authority of Scripture.  You must not put yourself under any other ultimate authority.

You Cannot Trust Your Heart

You cannot trust your heart. Jeremiah 17:9, “The heart is deceitful above all things,
and desperately wicked, who can understand it?”  

Proverbs 14:12, “There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death.”

Proverbs 3:5–6, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 
and do not lean on your own understanding. 

6  In all your ways acknowledge him, 

and he will make straight your paths.”
The Problem with Secular Psychology

There is a book out there today that is more important to doctors and psychiatrists than any other book.  It is their Bible.  It is called the DSM or Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders.  

There are many things that are diagnosed with this book that have no proven physical origin.  And yet meds are prescribed and those who do not know Christ end up giving spiritual counsel to spiritual problems.

Psychology is a man-made philosophy regarding the soul (psyche), and as such, it is in competition with the doctrine of God.  It trumps the authority of Scripture. 

There are truly physical problems that can be diagnosed physically.  But the vast majority of the time, our problem is in our soul and in our heart and thinking.  And we have to take the time to submit ourselves under the authority of the Word of God, not under the secular counsel of the hearts of people with the same bent hearts as you  and me. 

All Things for Life and Godliness in His Word

2 Peter 1:3-4, “His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, 4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises.”

Drawn by the Word of God

It is through the Word that Nathanael was drawn to Jesus.  He wanted to investigate.  Philip said, “Come and See.”  That’s what we ought to always be doing.  Nathanael was being drawn to Jesus by the Word. Romans 10:17, “…faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.”  A person cannot come to faith in Christ apart from the special revelation of God found in God’s Word.  Paul says, “No one seeks after God” on their own (Rom. 3:11).  God comes after us and woos us and draws us, and even drags us to Himself through His Word.

The Love of Christ Revealed in God’s Word

We see how Christ woos us in love to Himself in Song of Solomon 3:1–5, We read of the Bride’s dream.  She says, “On my bed by night I sought him whom my soul loves; I sought him, but found him not. 2  I will rise now and go about the city, in the streets and in the squares; I will seek him whom my soul loves.  I sought him, but found him not.  3 The watchmen found me as they went about in the city.  “Have you seen him whom my soul loves?”  4   Scarcely had I passed them when I found him whom my soul loves. I held him, and would not let him go until I had brought him into my mother’s house, and into the chamber of her who conceived me. 5 I adjure you, O daughters of Jerusalem, by the gazelles or the does of the field,  that you not stir up or awaken love until it pleases.”

What a beautiful analogy of  Christ’s love for you.  Once Christ awakens His love for you, you DO seek after him.  In this passage in Song of Solomon, the very next verses describe the wedding.  What a picture of conversion!  That God stirs us up in love to wed us to Christ.  

The Word Reveals Christ to Us

Before we never saw His beauty.  We saw Christ as some religious figure.  Before Christ was merely some strange statue hanging on a cross in some dead church sanctuary or some ancient religious teacher.
But now we know that in love Christ died for ME! And all the love in your heart and mine is stirred up.  We must have Him!  We go looking for Him. 

It is the Word of God that brings us alive.  It is God’s love letter to us.  Jesus said in John 6:63, “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.”
II. His Sincerity of Heart (Jn. 1:46-50)
Nathanael Not a Man Pleaser

When Philip gave the joyful news to Nathanael that the Messiah was here, and that He was Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph, he had an unusual response.  John 1:46, “Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.”

Jesus knew this about Nathanael.  Nathanael was not impressed by men.  He was a man of faith and sincerity.  He was not a man  pleaser.  He would have been that quiet person you know that doesn’t say much, but when they do you better listen, because they speak the truth.

Not Prejudiced

Some have accused Nathanael of prejudice.  I don’t see that here in this passage.  He is a man who knows the Scriptures.  He speaks the truth.  He knows Christ will be born of Bethlehem.

Jesus’ Estimation of Nathanael

I wonder  if you or I met Jesus, and He gave His omniscient estimation of us – what would it be.  The Lord esteems Nathanael’s sincerity of heart.

John 1:47, "Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!”
From here Nathanael inquires who the Lord is, and once he finds out, he makes a sincere confession of faith in Christ: John 1:48-49, “Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 
Nathanael Feared the Lord! 

Nathanael feared the Lord and not men! He spoke the truth according  to Scripture and did not immediately trust Philip’s word that Jesus was the Messiah.  He wanted to investigate and prove that Christ was the Messiah according to Scripture.  Nathanael did not just take Philip’s word because he did not trust man.  He was not a man pleaser. He trusted and feared the Lord.

Proverbs 9:10, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight.”

So many professing Christians say, I can’t live like a Christian at work, I’ll lose my job.  Or “If I lived like a Christian, I might lose my marriage.”  I believe Nathanael lived sincerely even if it meant lose of relationships or employment. 

What about you?  Do you fear the Lord. Paul said in Galatians 1:10, “…am I trying to please man? If I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ.”

Nathanael the True Jew

Jesus refers to him as "an Israelite indeed." The word in the Greek text is alethos, meaning "truly, genuinely." He was an authentic Israelite. This is not a reference to his physical descent from Abraham . Jesus was not talking about genetics. He was linking Nathanael's status as a true Israelite to the fact that he was without deceit. His guilelessness is what defined him as a true Israelite. For the most part, the Israelites of Jesus' day were not real, because they were hypocrites. They were phonies. They lived life with a veneer of spirituality, but it was not real, and therefore they were not genuine spiritual children of Abraham. 

Nathanael, however, was real. In Romans 9: 6-7, the apostle Paul says, "For they are not all Israel who are of Israel, nor are they all children because they are the seed of Abraham ." 
In Romans 2:28–29, “For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and physical. 29 But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but from God.”

A True Son of Abraham

Galatians 3:27-29, “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.”

A True Disciple

All who trust in Christ are true Jews, true children of Abraham by faith in Christ, just like Nathanael.  Here was an authentic Jew, one of the true spiritual offspring of Abraham. Here was one who worshiped the true and living God without deceit and without hypocrisy. Jesus would later say, in John 8:31, "If you abide in My word , you are My disciples indeed." The Greek word is the same-alethos. You are a true disciple. Nathanael was the authentic item. Are you?

Jesus says some frightening words in Matthew 15:8, “This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me.” Or 2 Timothy 3:5 speaks of those who “having the appearance of godliness, but deny its power. Avoid such people.” Don’t be a hypocrite.  Avoid that lifestyle.  Avoid hanging out with people like that.  You be a true disciple.  

III. His Sovereign Savior (Jn. 1:48-51)
Nathanael Shocked
Nathanael is shocked that Jesus already knows him.  He already knows his character, that he is a “true Jew” and a man with “no deceit” or double standard.  How does Jesus know this.
Imagine you met a man who the most personal things about you.  And he tells that to you.  Nathanael is shocked.

Nathanael Carefully Investigates
We read Nathanael’s response in John 1:48a, "Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?”  Nathanael was careful.  I think about the story of the Titanic. 

The Story of the Titanic

The Titanic was slated to be the best ship ever built. It as hailed as “indestructible”, but when it hit an iceberg on it’s maiden voyage, it sank. It has since been discovered that it was not the size of the iceberg that sank the ship, but rather that it was rushed to completion before a looming deadline and was created using cheap steel, and poor rivets, ultimately dooming the massive ship.
Nathanael was still questioning whether this Man could truly be the Messiah. It was not that he questioned Philip's judgment; Philip was his friend, so he surely knew enough about Philip to know that Philip wouldn't have made any hasty judgment. Nathanael was investigating the Scriptures carefully.  Here was this man from Nazareth, and He did not seem to fit the picture of the Messiah in Nathanael's mind.  Philip invited him to “come and see.” So Nathanael was investigating.
Jesus is Omniscient Almighty God
John 1:48, "Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?”Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.”
Jesus’ answer is simple: I know you because I am omniscient. Jesus is the omniscient Son of God.  He knows everything about you.  He is your Creator.  He weaved you in your mother’s womb.  He  has seen every thing about you – your life, even your thoughts and motivations.  He knows you in an infinitely thorough manner! 
So here is Jesus’ response: “I am omniscient Almighty God.”  In effect, Jesus was saying, "I know the state of your heart because I saw you under the fig tree. I knew what you were doing. That fig tree was your private chamber. That is where you would go to study and pray . That's where you would go to meditate. And I saw you in that secret place. I knew what you were doing."

Not Just Location, but Disposition

It was not only that Jesus saw Nathanael’s location, but that He saw his heart as well. He knew the sincerity of Nathanael's character because He saw right into him when he was under the fig tree.

Nathanael’s Response

What is Nathanael’s response?  Worship!  John 1:48-49, "Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!”
'Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!'" (v. 49). John's whole Gospel was written to prove that Jesus is the Son of God (John 20: 31). John's first words are a powerful declaration of Jesus' deity (" In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.") Every point in his Gospel is designed to prove that Jesus is the Son of God— sharing the same essence as God— by highlighting His miracles, His sinless character, the divine wisdom of His teaching, and His attributes, which are the very attributes of God. John is writing to show the many ways in which Jesus manifested Himself as God. And here in the first chapter he gives the testimony of Nathanael that this Jesus is the omniscient Son of God. He is of the very same essence as God.

So, Jesus reveals Himself to be the One whom Nathanael was praying to under the fig tree. He is as John 1:1 says, “the Word” who made the  universe and is One  with God and is actually God almighty!  Jesus as God and as the Son of God deserves our worship!

Jesus’ Response

What is Jesus’ response?  Yes, Nathanael, you are right!  I am the Sovereign God of the Universe! John 1:50-51, " Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”
In the Old Testament, Jacob had a dream in which "a ladder was set up on the earth, and its top reached to heaven; and there the angels of God were ascending and descending on it" (Genesis 28:12). Jesus' words to Nathanael were a reference to that Old Testament account. He was the ladder.

This is a direct reference to the Second Coming.  He is the Sovereign Savior!  There is no other way.  One day Jesus will come, and on that day, He  will either be your Redeemer of your Judge.  

The Sheep and the Goats

Another reference to this is in Matthew 25:31-34, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.”

Look at verse 41, “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.” 

And now verse 45, “Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
If you look at the passage, our eternal destiny is not whether we say we know Jesus, but if we actually FOLLOW Him by faith.

By Their Fruit

Jesus said, “By their fruit you shall know them.” James said, “Faith without works is dead.”  Let me encourage you if you are a sincere believer.  You may fail in many ways, but as David says in Psalm 34:23-24, “the steps of a justified person are ordered by the Lord, And He delights in his way. 24 Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down; For the Lord upholds him with His hand.”

Conclusion
Nathanael, like the other apostles, stands as proof that God can take the most common people, from the most insignificant places, and use them to His glory.  He is not just a stain-glassed saint.  He was a man of clay.  He came to Christ with simple child-like and sincere faith.  
Closing Illustration – More Beyond
In Valladolid, Spain, where Christopher Columbus died in 1506, stands a monument commemorating the great discoverer. Perhaps the most interesting feature of the memorial is a statue of a lion destroying one of the Latin words that had been part of Spain's motto for centuries. Before Columbus made his voyages, the Spaniards thought they had reached the outer limits of earth. Thus their motto was "Ne Plus Ultra," which means "No More Beyond." The word being torn away by the lion is "Ne" or "no," making it read "Plus Ultra." Columbus had proven that there was indeed "more beyond."
And let me say, you may think there is nothing more beyond this life. Let me tear down that “nothing” and tell you that there is Christ!  And what you think of Him will determine everything about you.  Are you living for self as the center of your own universe?  Or are you like Nathanael, humble, sincere – investigating the claims of Jesus? Can you say today, there is more beyond this life.  There is Jesus!  Can you say to Him today, “You are the Son of God!  You are the King of Israel!” Indeed “You are the King and God of my heart!”

Amen! 

